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APPENDIX VII , i

Nenana, Alaska ~ 22Janvary 1952 :

1, DESCRIPTION OF INCTDENT :

At 10202 on 22 January 1952, a rader station at Murphy's Dome, Alasza,
observed an unidentified radar return, The target was going away from the

station on an azimuth of 210°, at a speed of about 1500 mph when first ob
served but appeared to reverse its direction and returned toward the station.
the set was adjusted so that the target could be observed as it closed in on
the station but after this change was made the target was again observed, how-
ever, at about its criginal location, and egain going away from the ststion,
Just before it faded, it appeared to te making a turn back toward the szstion.

At 10302 an F-94 was airborne to search for the object. At this tice the
object was going away from the station at a high rats of speed so the F-94 was
told to orbit, About this time the ground station lost contact with the object
tut continued to track the F-94.

_ At about 11002 as the F-94 was approaching Nenana (near Fairbanks), the
radar observer in the F-94 observed two targets, one feint and one bright,
The aircraft was at 30,000 ft. and the target was at 25,000 ft, The targets
crossed from right to left and appeared to be traveling slowly and as the F-94
approached the target a high rate of closure was indicated, The contact was
lost at a range of 200 yards.

o
t
e

f
i
e
d

Approximately one hour later, again near Nenana, another contact was nade
by the F-94, In this instance the target was kept dead ahead and level, When
the tag, was at a range of 200 yards, the pilot pulled up and the tarzet was
lost. ‘he rate of clesuce during the run was 100 knots even though the F-94
had flaps down. No other contacts were nade and the aircreft was released at
12102,

During the two airborne contacts the F-94 was being trac«ed by the ground
station but the object vas not being picked up.

The weather was clear but no visual sighting was made. On the same right,
the same crew had visually identified a C-54, a C-47, and a small civilian
aircraft from 300 to 500 yards, There were no clouds in the sky but it was
a dark night,

No malfunctions were found in either radar set,

AT 38 YEAR INTER\DOWNGRADED AFTER 12 YEAR.
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II, F. TIGATION

Report by Electronics Branch of ATIC.

Target being slanted instead of perpendicular to radii from radar station
indicates possible weather target. Speed may be accounted for ty the monen-

tary appearance and disappearance of other weather targets.

tion cannot be made.

III, oNoLUSIONS

Target caused by weather phenomena,

Further explana-

VWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
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APPENDIX IT

Nenana, Alaska - 22 Jarmaty 1952

I. DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT

At 10202 on 22 January 1952, a radar station at Murphy's Dome. Alaska,
observed an unidentified radar return, The target was going away fron the
station on an azimuth of 210°, at a speed of about 1:00 mph when first observed
but apveared to reverse its dircction and returned toward the station, The set
was adjusted so that the target could be observed as it closed in on the station
but after this change was made the target was no longer observed. Seven minutes
later (approxinately 10302) the terget was again observed. however at ebout its
original location, and again going away fron the station Just before it faded
it appeared to be making a turn back toward che Station | '

At 1030Z an F=94 was airborne to search for the cbject. At this time the
object was going away fron the station at a high rate of speed so the F-94 was
told to orbit, About this tine the ground station lost contact with the object
but continued to track the F-94,

At about 11002 as the F-94 was aporoaching Nenana (near Fairbanks), the
radar observer in the F-94 observed two targets, one faint and one bright.
The aircraft was at 30,000 ft. and the target was at 25,000 ft, The targets
crossed fron right to left and appeared to be traveling slowly and as the F-94
@pproached the target a high rate of closure wes indicated. The contact was
lost at a range of 200 yards.

Approximately one hour later, ogain near Nenana, another contect way mule
by the F-94, In this instance the target wes kept dead ahead and devel. When
the target was at a range of 200 yards, the priot putled up and the target ves
lost. ‘the rate cf closure during the run was 100 knots even though the F.94
had flaps down. No other contacts were made and the aircraft was released at.
12102,

During the two airborne contacts the F-94 waa being tracked by the ground
station but the object was not being picked up.

The veather was clear but no visual 6ightine was nade, On the sane night,
the same crew had visually identified a C-54, a C-47, and a snall civilian
aircraft from 300 to 500 yards. There were no clouds in tha sky but it was
@ dark night.

No malfunctions were found in either rater set.
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F. SSTIGATION

Report is being studied by the Electronics Branch of ATIC.

CONCLUSIONS

Pending.
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At approximately 1020Z, 22 January 1952, Radar Site FZ made an orininal contact |
with an unusual target in the area of Nenana (Point "Jig"), The scone presented the
target clearly but on a slant of 15° = 20° instead of perpendicular to radii, the hor-
mal manner of presentation. The speed was estimated at 1550 to 1500 knota,

aoe an F=9h (pilot, Lt C.E, Garrett; radar operator, Capt V.D. Ramey) was
airborne-snd vectored to Nenana, F-2 lost the target prior to the aircraft's arrival
in the vicinitk, so the aireraft was given a patrol mission along the Alaskan Ranza,

10522, Fe2 again contacted this target and held it for about one (1)
minute, Dus to the fact that the target was outbound in relation to F=2 and to the
aireraft and movind at a high rate of speed, no attempt was made to veetor the aire
eraft on the target,

At approximately(1200Z,) while the aircraft was en route to Ladd Air Force Base,
the radar operator received indication of a target in the Nenana area, Finding the
target ahead and low (approximately 24,000 feet altitude), the pilot made an intercept
pass from 24,000 yards to 200 yards with a good target on the radar scopes. The over
taking speed was better than 100 knots, SH a ec

At 200 yards the pilot pulled up and over the apparent target loc ation, Aircraft
speed on the run was approximately 250 knots indicated, After going over ths target,

two (2) 360° turns were made and a search of the area conducted for several minutes
without making further radar contact or visual sighting.

__Duringthis time F-2 was able to track the F-94 but had no other target visible,
The F-94 landed at 1225Z, The weather in the Fairbanks area during this period—-

1030Z to 12302, 22 January 1952 - was: ceiling unlimited; visibility 15 miles or

more. The pilot reported that the Aurora Borealis was brilliant but not exceptionally
SOs

A pilot and a ground observer reported what appeared to bs a comet ormeteor to
the southwest of Ladd Air Force Base, approximately four (4) hours earlier, this data,

On 23 January 1952, from 10202 to 11402, the same F-9) (pilot, Lt R.R. Diment;
radar operator, Lt C.A. Hayward) was dispatched on a mission to ses if a tarzet simi~

lar to that of 22 January could be found. At approximately 10502 a radar contact was

made at 20,000 yards, The aircraz at this time was between Clear and Nenana at

18,000 feet in a shallow clirb. An intercept run was begun and followed through to

2700 yards, at which time the target disappeared, ‘The overtaking speed was more than

100 knots, the aircraft indicating 230 kmots,

After radar contact was lost, further search was made in this arsa, Contact was

not made either by radar or-visual observation, The weather was clear, with visibility
unlimited; the pilot reported that the Aurora Borealis was very active and in his opin

ion, unusual.

At approximately 1030%, 23 January 1952, a team checked the aircraft, utilized in

these flichts, for radiation, but with negative results. Due to the tine lapse between}

the flizht on 22 January and the time at which this check was made, it 1s cossiola “hat}

the negative report is not of value, |

Dr. C.T. Elvey, Director of the Geophysical Institute, University

stated, in effect, that in his opinion it is unlikely that a sete

indieation on 2 radar set that is not specifically dosicned o>
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
! a aa a aati ae : :

Unusual Unidentified Radar Targets f fu Jae Aaa
AREAREPORTEO ON | FROM (tyencs ‘

Ladd Air Foree Base, Alaska __| tht elligence Directorate, HaAAC =
pa ee a ~~) GATE OF NFER MATION | EVALUATION

8 Fehguary 1952 22 and 23 January 1952 Feb =
PREPAREDBY (ORM) “TIOMHY 3. FLANAGAN, Canty USAP| Source

Chief, Elect Intel Statements by obssrvers of incidsnta,REFERENCES (Cundral nurnber, lirectioe, prastoue report, en, as Sat ‘s * ea a
Nona

SUMMARY: (Enter concise rummary of report. Geesignificance in finalone-sentence paragraph, List incloawres at Toeer left. Begtatext of report om AP Porm 119— Part [1.)

This report contains a narrative statement based on observer reports and on
conclusions of preliminary study of Lhe ponsualxadar.targete which appeared near
Ladd AirForce Base, Alaska,on\22 and 23 January719526 1

oe APPROVED:

17 Inels (1 ea) = FRANCIS Pag DUFF i
1. Msg, 5SCClot Composite Wg, 22 Jan 52 Lt Col, USAP

2. Ltr, Hq Alaskan Comd, 24. Jan 52 Director of LatelLligence

3. Ltr, AMC, 25 Jan 52

ke Pept, SCO4%h Air Intel Sv Sa, 23 Jan 52

5. Statement, Lt A.L. Boyd, Jr., Controller, F=2

6, Statement, Lt J.C, Frost, Maint, Fa2

Te Statement, Lt C.E. Garrett, Plt

8, Statement, Capt V.D. Ramey, Radar Observer

9. Statement, Lt RoR. Diment, Plt

+ | 10, Statement, Lt C.A. Hayward, Radar Cbhserver

ll. Statement, Cast R.B. Peterson, Plt

12, Statement, Lt C.A, Garrett, Plt ar

13. Statement, J.S. Bangs, Gen Elec Co Tech Pepr . \

14. Statement, J.S. Bangs, Gen Elee Co Tech Repr

15. Statement, A.G. Wedin, Opr Aniys

16. Statement, Lt GH. Wilcinson, Controller, F=1
17. Overlay, Fir Track and Unidentified Track
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COMMENTS of Preparing Officer:

The following hypotheses ara advanced concerning the aforementioned radar
targets:

~

i, That the energy transmitted from F-1. might have reflected trom Mt, ieKinleyin such a manner as to create these radar targets.

Comments Dus to the frequencies and the pulse repetition frequencies of tha
redar sats involved (AN/CPS=63 at P=1 and F=2, and tha AN/APG=33
in the aireraft) 1% is thought highly improbable that this hypotha=
sis is a valid one for technical reasons,

2. That ionized gases dvs to mateor activity might have produced these xvadax
targets,

Comment: It is thought that the presence of a meteor southwest of Ladd Air
Force Base at aporoximabely 20002, 21 January 1952, might have sone
bearing on the subject... It ia not considered likely, in view of
Dr. Elvey's statement, that the mateor itaslt caused this tarceb
return, Thera is the possibility that the ionized gases, which may
have been present with the mateor's passaga, might have broken into
siall clouds (irregular masses of ionized gas) and have been floate
ing around in tha upper air, Ons or more of these clouds, being ab
the marcy of upper air currents, may have drifted into the area of
Ladd Air Fores Pase. Further, the possibility oxists that en done
ized cloud may give a radar return, The passage of an alrerart
near such clonds, such a3 happened when tha fighter broke off tha
intercept on both nights, would tend to disturb the surrounding air
in such a manner as to disperse the jonized cloud. ‘This would tend
to explain the aircraft's inability to re-ssbablish radar contact
with the target after an intercept pass, The failure of F~2 to co
tact a target on 23 January 1952 4s not explainabis,

3. That the activity of the Aurora Borealis might have produced these radar
targets,

Comment: Due to the known effect of the Aurora Porsalis ca radio in this
theater, it is thought that some affect am-radar also might be ax
perienced. This is believed to be beyond the selentific capabili-
ties of this Command to determine,

Fi vine hug Aseas
TISOTHY J. FYANACAN aes
Capt, USAF

Chief, ZLect Intel Dr
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