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APFENDIX VII * .
Henana, Alagka - 22 January 1952

I, DESCRIPTION OF INCILENT p

At 10202 on 22 January 1952, a radar station at Murphy's Dome, Alasia,
observed an unidentified radar return. The target was going away fron the
station on an azluuth of 2109, at a speed of about 1500 mph when first obe
served but appeared to reverse its direction and returned toward the station.
‘he set was adjusted so that the target could be observed as it closed in on
the station but after this change was made the target was egain observed, how-
ever, at about its oripinal location, and egain going away frcn the steation.
Just before it faded, it appeared to te making a turn back toward the s=ation.

At 1030Z an F-94 was airborne to search for the object. At this ti=s the
object was going awey from the station at a high rats of speed so the F-94 was
told to orbit, About this time the ground station loszt conta:t with the object
but continued to track the F-94.

At about 1100Z &3 the F-9, was approaching Nenara (near Fairbanks), the
radar observer in the F.94 observed two targets, one feint and one brigh%,
The aircraft was at 30,000 f+. and the terget was at 25,000 ft, The tarzets 5
crossed from right to left and appeared to be traveling slowly and as tre F-94 i

approached the target a high rate of closure was indicated. The contact was
lost at a range of 200 yards.

Approximately one hour later, again near lenana, another coatact was made
by the F-94, In this instence the target was kept dead ahead and level. When
the tarﬁat wvas at a range of 200 yards, the pilot pulled up and the tarzet was
lost, he rate of clcsure during the run was 100 knots even though the 79/

had flaps down, No other contacts were nade and the alrcreft was releassd st
12102,

During the two airborane contacts the F-94 was being trac«ed by the ground
station but the object was not being picked up.

The weather was clear but no visual sighting was made., Or the same night,
thes sane crew had visually identified a C-54, a C-47, and a szall civilisn
aircraft from 300 to 500 yards, There were no clouds in the sky but it was

a dark night,
No malfunctions were fourd in either radar set.
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1I, F TIGATION

Report by Electronics Branch of ATIC.
Target being cslanted instead of perpendicular to radii from radar station
indicates possible weather target, OSpeed may be accounted for ty the mnonmen-

tary appearance and disappearance of other weather targets., Fusther explana-
uon cannot be made,

111, CONCLUSIONS

Target -caused by weather phenomena,

I "ﬂ;’

] -H\
i

UNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:
DmDEGLASE]FIp:D AFTER 12 YEARS.,
- POD DIR 5200.16

21 T52-11949

75273305
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APPLNDIX II
Fenana Alaska - 22 Jarnuary 1952

UN

I. D:SCRIPTION OF INCIDENT

At 10202 on 22 January 1952, a radar station at Murphy's Dome. Alaska,
observed an unidentified radar return. The target vas golng avay from the
station on an azimuth of 210°, at a speed of about 1.00 nph when first observed
but apreared to reverse its dircction and returned toward the station. The set
wvas adjusted s5 that the target eould be observed as it closed in on the station
but after this change was nade the tarpet was no longer obzerved. Seven minutes
later (approxlmtely 10302) the terpet was again ohserved. hovever at about its
original location, and apain poing away from the station  Just btefore it fnded
it appeared to be making a turn back toward -he Est:f-.‘!‘.in}l ﬁ |

At 1030Z an F-94 was airborne to search for the cbject., At this tine the
object was going away fron the station at a high rate of spsed so the F-94 was
told to orbit., About this time the ground s‘ztion lost contact with ths object
but continued to track the F-94,

At about 1100Z as the F-94 was approaching lenana (near Fai rbarks), the
radar observer in the F-9/ observed two targets, one faint and one bripght.
The aircraft was at 30,000 ft. and the target was at 25.000 ft, The targets
crossed fron right to left and appeared to be traveling slowly and as the F-94

approached the target a high rate of closure wus irdicated. The contact was
lost at a range of 200 yards.

Approximately ons hour later, sgain near lienana, another contect was made
by the F-94, In this instance the target was kept dead ahead and level. When

the target was at a range of 200 yards. the pilot pulled up and the tarpgst ves
lost, The rate of closure during the run was 100 knots even thouzh ths F.94

had flaps down. MNo other contacts were made and the aircraft was released at.
1210Z.

| buring the two airborne contacts the F-94 waa beinz tracked by the ground
station but the object was not being picked up.

The weather was clear but no visual sightinc was nade, On the same night,
the same crev had visually identified z C- o4, &4 C-47, and a snal) civilis=n

aircraft from 300 to 500 yards. There were no clouds in tha sky but it was
a dark night,
| Fo malfunctions were found in either radlsr set,

}jl_'.;'.l'i

T752-10889 12 , X ‘
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UNCLASSIFIED

Report is being studied by the Electronics Branch of ATIC.

CONCLUSIONS

Pending.
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DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR 1INy

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEALS,
'DOD DIR 5200.10
13 T52-10889
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At approxinmately 1020Z, 22 January 1952, Nadar Site F=2 made an orirninal sontact '
with an uausual target in the area of Nenana (Point "Jiz"), The scone prasanted the
target clearly but on a slant of 15° = 20° instead of perpendicular to radii, the hor-
mal canner of presentation. The sreed was estimated at 1350 to 1500 krots,

AY 10302 /an F-94 (pilot, Lt C.E. Carrett; radar operator, Cast V,D., Ramey) was
airborne—=nd vectored to Nenana, P-2 lost the targst prior to the aireraft's arrival
in the vicinit)x, so the aireraft was given a patrol miasion along the Alaskan Rangs,
10522, F=2 azain contacted this target and held it for about one (1)
minute, Due to the fact that the target was outbouand in relation to F=2 and to the

alreraft and movini at a high rate of speed, no attemot was made to vactor the aire
craft on the targst,

At approximately(1200Z, while the aireraft was en route to Ladd Air Force Base,
the radar operator received indication of a target in the Nenana area, Finding the
target ahead and low (approximately 24,000 feet altitude), the pilot made an interceot
pags frem 24,000 yards to 200 yards with a good target on the radar scopes, Ths over-

W e —

takingz speed was better than 100 knots, e it &

o

At 200 yards the pilot pulled us and over the apparent btarzel location, Aircraft
3pead on tine run was approxiraiely 250 knots indicated, After poinz over ths target,
two (2) 350° turns were mada znd a search of the area conducted for several minutes

) without makingz further radar contact or visual sighting,

= Lol O

During this time F-2 was able to track the F=94 but had no other target visibla,

o — e — i -

--—--.--_-*_-_

| } A ]
l - |
[ntellizance Dirasctorate, Hq AMC ‘ IR=1=52 l pAsE 2 oF 3 TR

e N e i —_—

—

l The F-94 landed at 1225Z, The weather in the Fairbanks ares during this period -
1030Z to 1230Z, 22 January 1952 - was: ceiling unlimited; visibility 15 miles or
more. The pllot reported that the Aurora Borealis was brilliant but not exceptionally

ole S

R LT L

/

A pilot and a ground observer reported what acpeared to bs 3 comet or meteor to
the southwest of Ladd Air Force Base, approximately four (L) hours earlier, this date,

On 23 January 1952, from 1020Z to 1140Z, the same F-94 (pilot, Lt R,R, Diment;
radar operator, Lt C.A, Hayward) was dispatched on a mission to ses if a tarret simi-
lar to that of 22 January cou'd bDe found, At approximately l0O50Z a radar contact was
rade at 20,000 yards., Ths alrcral™ at this tine was between Clear and Nenana at
18,000 feet in a shallow clizb, An intercept run was begun and followed through te
2700 yards, at which time the target disappeared, The overtaking speed was more than
100 knots, the alrcraft indicating 230 knots,

- After radar contact was lost, further search was made in.this arsa, Contact was
not made either by radar or-visual observation., The weathet was glear, with visibility
unlimited; the pilot reported that the Aurora Borealis was very active and in his opin-
11311’ unmasual .,

At approximately 1030W, 23 January 1952, a team checkad the alreraft, ulllized in
these flizhts, for radiation, but with negative results, Due to the Line lipse Selwasn
tha f1i4% on 22 January and the tinme at which this checlk was nade, it 13 ~ossibDla “nax)
!th—a negativa report is not of wvalue, |

| Dr. C.T. Elvey, Director of the Geophysical Instiluta, Unlversity ol Alasxa,

statad, in effect, that in his opinion it is nnllicely tha% a wstaecr weuld produce an
{ndieation on 2 radar set that L3 not specifically dosizned or =odlilled [or Loat
&
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Unusual Unidentified Radar Targets '{_ - P L Y A o L vl
AREA REPOATIO ON | FTROM (.t jene -~ W - P P

Ladd Air Force Bm‘ Alaska l Intelligsnce Cirectorate, fg ANC
ATE OF REPORT

UATEOF | NFCAMATION | BV JALUATICN
_ 8 Fetguary 1952 | 22 and 23 January 1952 | Feb
FREPARED BY (Oficer) TT.LIJ'I"{! - M"JAGA}I Capﬁ, USAR! sov

—-— 4 o -

Chisf, Elect Iatel Or Statemsnta by odsarvers of incidsnta,
TEFERENCES (Cunirol nummber, firectice, prevvons report, €ic., ag applicabie) e e e e e ettt e A ~
fTina

SUMMARY: (Enter concire rummary of report, Giee significance in final onesentence paragraph. Lid inclosnres af dower left. Pegin text of report o AF Form 1 13— Part [1)

This report mnt.n.na a narrative stateament based on cbserver revorts and -n
conclusions of preliminary study of tnmmm..g_ugw- which appeared near

Ladd Air Force Dase, Alaska, on\22 and 23 January 1952,
_ ""i'lh-l--u_-ﬂ
| o APﬂﬁomz

4 r ' ..-_ “" %
17 Iaels (1 ea) il FRANCIS H.)i/ac ;j;

l. a3, 5CClat Compoaite W3, 22 Jan 52 Lt Co}, TJS.\F

2o Ltr, Hq Alaskan Comd, 24 Jan 52 Dit ::"‘-::' 0 datelllpgence
3. Lir, AMC, 25 Jan 52

L. Pept, 5C04th Alr Intel Sv Sg, 23 Jan 52

5« Statement, Lt A,L, Boyd, Jr., Controller, F-2
6, Etatemant, It J.C, Frost, Maint, F=2

7+ Statement, Lt C,E. Garrett, Plt

8, Statement, Capt V.D. Namey, Radar Observer
9. Statement, Lt R.R. Diment, Plt

10, Statement, Lt C.,A. Hapward, Radar Cbserver
11, Statsment, Caot R.,Bs Feterson, Plt
12. StatMt' L‘b G-l. Wb, Pl¢ = o
13. Statement, J.S. Bangs, Cen Elec Co Tech Depr ) |
14, Statement, J.S. Bangs, Cen Elae Co Tach Papr
15 Statement, A.G, Wedin, Opr Anlys

15! St&tﬂ!ﬂt, Lt G.H, wilkiﬂ-m, Cﬂnmuﬁr, F=l
17, Overlay, Fir Track snd Unldentifled Track
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COMWENTS of Preparing Officers

ihe following hypothsses are advanced concerning the nforensabionsd radar
tarzeta;

1, That the energy transmitted from F=1 might have faflacbed ceom b, leKinlay
in suen a nanner as Lo creace these radar targets,

Comment: Dus to the {requencies nad the pulse repetitlon frenuencies of tha
radar ssts involved (Al/CPS=6B at =) and f=2, and tha AN/APG=33

In the alreraft) it is thouzht highly improbabla that this hymotha=
8ls i3 a valid »one for technizal reasons,

2s Thabt 1lonizad rasas dus Lo natsor activily might have produced these padar
tarsetbs,

Comment: It i3 thousht that the presance of a meteor soutlwest of Tadd Alr
Force Pase at aporoximasaly 20007, 21 Janmuary 1952, nizat have goma
baaring on the zsubjeet,. I% i3 not conaldered likaly, in viaw of
br. ¥lvayls sbatement, that the mateor ita=lf caused this tarrab
return, There iz the possibility that the ionizad gasesa, vihich may
have been present with ths msteor's passaga, uizat have broken into
sinall clouds (irrezular rasses of ionized gag) and have baen {loat-
ing around in tha upper air, Ons or more of thass clouds, being atb
the warey of upper alr currents, may have driftesd inbto Lihe area of
Ladd Alr Forea Pase. Further, the possibility exists that on 1one
ized cloud may zive a radar ratura, Ths passage of an alrerart
near such clonds, such 23 happened when the Lighter Lroks off tha
intercept on both nizhts, would tend Lo clsturd Lhe surronnding airp
1n such a manner as %0 diaperse tha ionized cloud., 'This would tend
Lo explain the airsraftla inabllity to re-ssbtablish radar contact
with the target afver an intercept pass., The failurs of P2 0 con
tact a targst on 23 Jamary 1952 i3 not cxplainabla,

3« That the activity of the Aurora Borealis might have produced thes=e radar
tﬁl‘gﬂtﬂn

Comment: Due to the known effact of the Aurora Dorsalia ca radio ia this
tneater, it is thought that some arfect amTadar also might be ex-
perienced., This 13 believed to be hayond She secisntific capabili-
tles of thias Command t9 destermina,
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TLIOTHY J. FEANACAN

Capt, USAF
Chief, Tlect Intal Tr
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