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I. DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT

On the night of 24 February 1952, at 2315 local Korean time, the navi-

gator of a B29 observed an unidentified acrial object. The B-29 was picked

up by searchlights and about 45 seconds later the navigator sighted an otject

@pproaching from 7 o'clock, The object was estimated to be over Antung at

this time, The object appeared to be cylindrical in shape and had a rapidly

pulsating gaseous type of exhaust trail. The exhaust trail was approxi:.stely

three times the length of the object with both the tail blast and the object

bluish in color.

When first observed the object appeared to be climbing at 45°. }rf gh
it leveled off approximately 4,000 ft. from the B-29 and turned toward th

B-29 as if taking up an interception course. The object continued to aloe
on the B-29 at high velocity for approximately 15 seconds after which tire

it broke off level flight and headed down, nassing under the B-29 at a

gresual angle. As the object began to descend the flame dininished in size

ané got brighter. The navigator estimated that the object cane within 2000

ft. of the sircraft and “it appeared to be the size of an automobile".
(Assuned to mean the same size as an automobile viewed from 3,000 ft.)

The B-29 was flying at 22,000 ft. altitude end at a speed of 200 knots,

The searchlights stayed with the aircraft for approximately four minutes

enc weak inaccurate flak was encountered during the entire incident.

Weak electronic signals were picked up by the electronic counter-

measures operator for a short time,

II, STATUS OF INViSTIGATION

More details on the sighting have been requested from FEAF. Since ths

object resembles a surface-to-air guided missile, the incident has been re-

ferred to the ATIC guided missiles group.
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Reférence your message A2671 dated 2523352 Feb 52. Lequest that results of

reinterrogation of crew be forwarded in most expedious manner as nore details

are needed to evaluate incident.
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® ime,AUTH:CU, ATIC.

By: F¥.3.Smith

Capt, USAP
Rad Feb 52

29 February 1952

Mr, C.F. Zimmorman, ATIA uncLasgiao
vay —_—— Reference Sadoeon from co *EAP saPTC=230

dated: 26 February 19525 Te sighting of object, en ni eb of 2k February

1992, Based on performance deduced from the reported information .

* object. appears to be & ‘subsonic. surface-to-air guic re mal, ssile,

‘possibly of the German Schnetterling: type. “Carrent ‘entinates credit

the Soviets with the capability of having an operational surfaceeton

air tg TY missile of this type now, al though until this time there

has been no intelligence on which to erems the: Sevists with more

’ _ than. a eapabtlity. A more complete evaluation of this en,

wilt:be nade upon receipt of complete information Piri FRAP,
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COUNTRY | REPORT NO

SUBECT

__Ground to Air Missile, Possibly Guided. CAL LOR” AS
AREA REPORTED ON Dae a ole Gale tiem ne cs Sn aie | FROM (Agene7) " 4

___North Korea RAR Oe Rtee Nee Sse SF
DATEOP REC en —| Aten | EVALUATION

ee
PREPARED BY (Officer) , so.

Captain I. 0. Mitchell, Flak Intei.Orficer | Captain 2. 7. Sinith, 345 B.S. 98th BW
ee

REFERENCES (Contral number, directiee, previous report, ec., aa applicable)

NONS SC
SUMMARY: (Eater concise summary of report. Gice significance in sinal one-sentence paragraph. List inclomures at Lower left, Begin text of report om AF Form 119—Part J1.)

A navigator on a B=29 leaflet drop mission flown on the night of 23 Feb southeast

of Sinuiju observed a ground to air rocket with flight guiding characteristics.
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MOTE: THIS COCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 0 U.S C.~
3! AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF,
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“BAY Boom Te 1--52FE. aft Bava . 2 Pact 2 or 2 panes

,PM ° ry i .: +y7\O GSa24 ’ ry vwAt 23151, a B-29 on leaflet mission at xT De3e heading O30°, altitude 22,00

]

{
j

ft, was picked up in searchlight beam by two lights on right side of acfh. Within

LS seconds after acft was illuninated by Searchlights, navisator obseived object

| approaching acft from position on ground estinabad to be at XB 2342. No launching
blast was observed and object appeared to approGag acft at an angle of 30° from the
Left rear. hen observer initially spotted object, it appeared to be round in shape

and ae blue in color. 4s it cane closer to the acfbt, the shane appeared cy-

Lindrical with tail approximately three tines length ‘of the forward mass of odject

‘The ler of the tail was the same as object and appeared to be a rapidly pulsating
gaseous type propulsion blast. Observer caw object ror an estimated 45 seconds.

The course of the object was at an ancle of 45° ae i hori ye of hish velocity
i\r +
WAY(lat in trajectory until it leveled off approximately 40 Tt

assuned level Plight characteristics, turned to theTt as though making a correc
on bo intereept acft ata predicted point. The object A to> clos e ini

oward interception point on level with acft for about 15 seconds and then brokewe

;

off in flight and head do»m and underneath acft at gradual anvle.. At the closest

|

point, the object appeared to cone oe Tel approx iastaly 3050 ft. of acft and
4 >

appeared to be the size of an automobil: AS it broke off from level flicht, tAlby one

bail diminished rapidly in size and “eh brighter in color. The indieated air
peed of acft was 200 knots and acft remained at 22,000 ft. altitude. oSearchlichts

~

entire period object was observed. vo. rehiights worked in multiples of two and
Your light pickups, and Kept ship illuninated for approximately four Minutes, S8Cl
operator received weak electronic signals, but was unable to take electronic counter

nesSures. Pilot executed evasion action in a series of "S" curves, then made a

shallow dive and searchlights and flak ceased. Weather was clear and visibility

unlimited,

Navigator who observed object is experienced. Served in iii II, holds grade of

Captain and has flown 15 combat niseions over Horth Koreae Has never observed an
object previously and is of the opinion that he saw a rocket. He is positive th

object was not searchlight reflection or another acft. He is the only menver of
the air crew who reported observing anything unusual. He is consider

reliable and rational.

Comments of Interrogabing Officer. Bright blue flune sugzests pos:VU ZeSSeS

-

alcohol and liquid oxygen fuel. Changes in course of flizht of rocket

possibility of electronic guiding device,

co\

I. beaeCHL
CaptGai‘hy "a:
Interrogating Officer
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Lbe Cole,2 USAPat
Deputy for Intelligence
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If MAY NOT BE REPRODUCE by IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCLPT BY PERMISSIONOF THE DIRTCTOROF
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