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At 0401351, March 1952, the Pilot and crew of a C-54 type aircraft of the 53rd
Troop Carrier Squadron, (H), APO 75, sighted an unidentified flying object. The 0-54
was returning to Ashiya Air Base (339 53! N = 130° 40' E), and was approximately

15 miles west of the Base, over the ies ofJepanat an altitude of 1,500 feet, and
was letting down at the rate of 500 feet parminute. Speed of the C-54 was 130 knots,

The C-54 was turning to 300 degrees. The Pilot, lst It. E.d. Vieed, AY 2053255, stated

that the object was heading 290 degrees, itself appeared to be oval shaped, from 50
to 100 feet in length, and that both the trail and the object were bright orange in

color. The object, itself, was approximately 50 feet thick; the trail was epproximate-~

ly 50 feet in length. He stated that the object was observed for from 14 to 2 minutes.

The object was at an estimated 15 miles distance from him, at an estimated altitude

of 10,000 feet, and was moving on a horizontal plane at a "terrific speed". He added

that it seemed to gradually fade from sight.

The other two crew members, 2d Lt T.G. Camidge, AO 1911543, Co-Pilot, and S/Sate

T. Dendy, AF 14176517, Engineer, concurred in the ebove account of the sightinge

lt. Weed further stated that the object was definitely not a jet aircraft. He

stated that he has seen jet type aircraft operating at night,’and, further, that he

has also seen jets operating with afterburners during periods of darkness. He and the

crew were very impressed with the observation,remarking that they almost forgot to

land the aircraft because the object sirhted had captured their complete attention.
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