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Intdentiflied Flylng Ohjsetas Slghted by CCOA Radar ab :ai‘lwr”', Toolarnd \

A WLIORTED ON FROM (Agency) T.u aﬂ.—“d "l"qw"l LT 1:.'.1 Ul H1'1 VALS
Irraland Andrews 44 ;,?aa, Washington 25, D. G,
e Bopictns WS UV W"“‘”."*‘ATEJN;.- 5 A e l LUATION | | LA

J "ﬂ l . . s ’
(‘ ~3r“31 Jea P(,w]_q 7, Captaln, T’f':‘ll" R L. 5, . 1..’;..:“__ th .M.I‘ B:‘a;m C::‘f}?l‘d y MALIS, Xaflav

CERENCES ((onlr. ir' nher, direclive, previous report, et G epplicalle)

20 Jlapsh 1952

.:r'l'. B g Jheer)

113 Mareh 1952 a1 G=3

CSUMMARY: (Lnler concige summary of report,  Give signinicance 1a final one-senlence paragraph.  FList inclossires of lower left. DBegin ezl of veport v 1 e 2R =Pert 1)

Laport contalns dotalls of a GOA vadarscope sizhting on 13 liarch 3(15“’ of Wi-
tdan®ified Llyinz objacts obs e*v'\d by a (OA4 tomm while worldng a CLA7 alreraft on

e
.

jractice rung ab Fafl lavll, lceland,

The first of tha elght unidoenvifiod objocts apmared on tha ocors for api> Ok
imataely ons minuta at 0712Z. Tha r::vmn-n‘_; objac.....s appaared oa the scops ab ln-
torvala of approxinately 11 minutez. “he last object was observaed for apprexdmataly
15 gacom’s at ) {}{') Tha intervel between the first and l"’Bt 3_‘5_8;1’:,1_1'1? v 9’7
rinntas, Poor ..-13:,1’(-}1‘:!? conditions aexistaed during thde pario

on the scope. 7Tha pllot of this aircraft was instructad to btreak hls patiern an:

A MATS C-A7 was elrborne in the vielnlty of Kaflavik vwhlle the 05.1”""* J appearcd

K aX his patisrn and
malta a viaual signtinz of ths objects. His atiemphs to intorcapt tha objects vors
unsuceassfl,

| "“1‘3 staterants prepared by the USAF personnel participating in tha atlempt to
identifly the objects are containzd in ‘L‘,.h dotailed roport on the following pazes.

3;

9 Y )
DHCLAESL i ....._..i'f: it ] 7 4 Igaﬁ
DOD DIiR b/UU .|.0

Y 4 )
oA

T SR S
WILLIA L, TRAVIS
Colonal, TOAF
ael, Intelligence Division

£+,
:.
? ;
.
i'l b | .
~ .
‘l—" - .-“'
v . .
*; .8 "' " LS
- B . L I — il ll-l‘.-{nﬂ *-_". \ - I“'J . .r
. # r

4

;
2 DOWNGH A A oo~
|
i _
i

'-.'Li.-i;!...".';.hr. HY Of! l‘llfUR

LASSITFIED A TI'IP 12 YEARS.
UNCLASSIFIED  PECRASS DR 200,10

D e A A A S A B G . DG TH LY #5 % w
—

WH

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVATS;

———— e b
DOCUMENT CONTAW NG INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NMATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEAMING OF 1L EHMMIONAGD ACT, % 00 8
3 AND 12 AS AMENDED. 115 TRANSMISSION CRR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY xw NER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERON IS FROM:OITID BY L A
T MAY NO T BE REPROGUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PAILT. BY QOTHER THAN UNITED STATES AR FORCE AGENG FS. EXCEPT BY PLAMILSION GF TH
l:lpill-l. iE-"‘r i : lj:ﬁ"-!'. o .
| i o’

o — e ——— R ——— | —

E i — T —— T — —



: . - ' ' .. Jfl’r;;r.ﬂrl 1.4, .‘4.--.*.’ '4X/w"

' /uﬂ-ﬁ-u.-é. 742.-1 clled) Z
UNCL@S:EIED

/37'“.__ /8 I ’ ﬁ;‘._a Do Prepmin. e
' /ol y, asd & e
DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE ' ey /7{:‘/; /o Ay o
STAFF MESSAGE DIVISION /, { #ecutay’ 1S rane (F

/#)2‘ A—fut."d'-d*'ﬁ;;) il i

#""’ ‘

INCOMING CUSSl"ED HESSA.! (/.,L;: ' 4303
B ';’ 34‘%-\ CHRASE NCT ..{.;..-'-.inu.%:';:‘ s NTLATY

ey X | | Wk \Jaiﬁ'f;:‘:}i' 1ok .t.-._u. ‘“L' KJCI.J\MCZFY-‘HI\J
CPERATICONAL LiMEDIA

ol
FROHM BASE OPR AT MEPTAYVL
TO ¢ CEAF WASH D¢ FOR: SEC DEFENS3E

MATS ANDREWS A7B MARVIAND A2 P P
AIR DE? CCMD EZNT AFB COLO SPRINGS £OLO . (/ O
- _ | | 5

T3 G AND, DerEoss. 508
i —_— - -
n“ B fi‘ﬁ T"é\l > -_ '-W." ir*#ifﬂ-\‘ ﬂlF'RVIx]_A}!

.lp-‘ -

\t l)r“t"l":&“‘”" bildd ALTNW 12 I*":r\-\RS‘w“ﬂ;ﬂ‘H 5
"t" \"'"" DOU DLJ& e ........-...-'._;.U 'I* hJ ;Id,:'
‘umMMW

NR

N

‘ Clyr via €359 north 2231 west unldentlfiaed Clying ebjests
un<nown; ware first 3ighlisd at OT1Z, 7 headlng 100 degrees, O0722/7
| headinz 34 dagreen, 0733%,2 hzading ?40 decress, OT45/2 headiaz 250
| dazTees, GT&S/Z,bvaaﬁng 210 degwe2s, CBCU;7 heading 270 degraes
| wag lasl OV the utanldentlilflied tavzetls zaen on the (A *aca* aﬂooe,
Sstimated alr spesd 250 knotl, @3¢ alt aboeve §,00C ¢ ting
By radar GCA at Kaflavik Airport, Izelanc z2litifude 1
A30712/Z Master Savgeant J W Kelly, G0A Traffic Divector at Weflaviz,
resland ”n--ﬂ““““"'?rrﬂ‘ cchreiber, Sase Jperationg Duty Tfflh“?
0999C4018312143002285015386200050511013 38 477

aneé 23oneara o't

~— " Ae "
. ?d upord Gues * 2 _
oA
ASTION: OIH poe

“ - ':‘

" 3
. i
» /‘L’ -

Lnderlingd portion fyred 33 v
i 27p0. Service will bLe in

-F-‘ﬁﬁfﬂ P * ’ = ! - B ey ATA®Y Fa B ol TN T8, 'U
-.ﬁ"ﬁ ' : WY Di:t.. 9 IS RS o 4 2 P! uﬁ.{ 3 7 A e R J ::::1 :.t *‘. 3 * :L’ o ‘ "'-1
] i . L | =l
el /\ § . . "L'\‘ 'ﬂ:-
UNCLASSIFIE - W N P)
NJd_d W’
A "3 » O ME . ¥ R | -~ g~ / s J
ALY A0 05939 {1..:-!- Mar 521 MO /0T

1598 0-309g

PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THIS FORM MAY BE USED.

16—63734-1 W U.S GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 198¢-~O-827440




csar 113d 34

T0 ATIAA=2C RUPPELT FM AFOIN=V/TC FOURNET
MSG 132350Z MAR 32 FROM BASE OPR, KEiF=

' LAVIK AIRPORT ICELAND QUOTED FOR YOUR INFO

i AUD ACTIONT X ' . ; .

"CIRVIS 635% NOKTH 22&1 WEST UNIDENTIFIED

. FLYING OBJECTS ummowm WERE FIRST SIGHTED F%{ |

| AT @732/Z HEADING 109 m-.cm:zs, g722/7 WEAD= - _ ,<\

NG 34 DEGREES, 9733/Z HEADING 342 DEGREZS, %

JF45/Z HEADING 360. m:cmzs, 3756/Z HEADING.

213 DEGREES, 2509/Z HEADING 270 DEGREES

UAS LAST OF THE UNIDENTIFIED TARGETS SEEN

(2l THE GCA RADAR SCOPE. ESTI"]ATED .iqm e
PEED 252 KNOTS; EST ALT ABOVE swp FEET _

STGHTING BY RADAR GCA AT KEFLAVIK ﬁ.mpom,

ICELAND ALTITUDE 168 FEETe 130712/Z MASTER A

SCRGEANT J ¥ KELLY, GCA TRAFFIC DIRECTOR AT

YZFLAVIK, ICZLAND AND CAPTAIN FRANK SCHREIEER,

BASZ OPERATIONS DUTY OFFICTR |
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1, At the time of the first sighting, the GCA team was veing utilized by a
1,00th Air Base Croup, MATS aircrew flying s C-47 type sircraflt for their train-
ing period time., As soon as the additional blip was noted on the GCA radarscope,
the Traffic Controller notified the C-i7 to break pattern, climdb to 10,000 feet,
try to meke a visual sighting and to intercept the target. Upon arrival to its
new altitude, they tried vainly tq make a visual sighting and interception, but
this was impossible due to poor weather conditions that existed at the time,

N

L e e R . e —— . — W — il s w2 e P ——

2. The aircraft was vectored iﬁby the CCA team to the headings of the
target, but no visual sighting or contact was made of the target.

3. Reproduced below are extracts of certified statements by the personnel
reporting this inecldent:

a, otatement of Capteln Frank Schreliber, USAF, Bese Operations, 1400th
Air Base Squ~dron, MATS, Keflavik Airport, Iceland, Operations Duty Officer,

(1) On 13 March 1952 the Keflavik GCA Unit wes working with a local
C-47 on practice runs, At 07157 M/Sgt J. W. Kelly, the CCA Traffic

Director, reported to the Keflavlik Tower that an unidentified tarpget
was observed on his radar scope.

Reykjavik Oceanic Aero Conirel. I acgked i1f -»ny other aircraft had been
clearad into this area, No other asircraft h?d been cleared. At 07357

I arrived at the CCA Unit, V/Sgt Kelly said he picked up the first un-
tdentified t-r.et at 07122, It ves finst seen three miles from the center
of the airport inbound on a heading of 129%nd cutbound on a heading of

7403, It was last coen five piles Irom the center of the zirport. This
observation lasted for spproximstely one (1) minute, AL 07227 he spotted

sn unidentified tarcet 'ﬂbound on 2 hesding of 3407 and outbound on a

haading of Z720%, It was last seen five miles fronm the center of ithe air-

., Thi's observation lasted for aprrexinately thirty (30) seconds.
At 97237 an unidenlified terget weas seen on the saxme headings as the
U777 observations, the Uime and distsnce slements were the sape also,
At 07452 we both spotted an unidentified tzrget on the radar scope in-

“ bound on a2 heading of 360%and outbound on a reading of 310°., This
observation lasted for approximetely thirty (30) seconds. At 0756f we
bath spotted an unidentified tarpet inbOLnd on a heading of 210° and
onthnund on a headine of 2709, I+t was lsst seen five (5) nilas from
Lhe center of the 3irpﬂr+ and this oodservaiicn lasted for approximately
thirty (30) seconds. At 0PQ9”7 we agzaln saw an unidentified tereet In-
bound on a readins of :700 and ou+bound on a reading of 7509, It was

1ns% s=2en two (7)) miles from *tte center of the airrort and this ob-
servation lasted for arrroxin-tely fifteen (15) seconds,

-

1.’. b oA 9

ﬁr)ﬂ+

l - (?2) After the tower relayed this information to re, I contected
|
:
|
|

e g —

1 ‘-Hh;ﬁ- . | : ;- 2 R ;1j'ﬁr‘ﬁ‘:hﬂ- i ﬂ::ﬂ - ’ F-I :‘ !'l .
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AACS Sguadron, YATS, Xeflavik Airport, Iceland, GCA Crew Chrief on duty,
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Airport, Iceland, conducting GCA runs with local based aircraft C-47, 5879.

(1) At 07122 the undersigned, as a GCA crew chief, observed an
unidentified target on an approximate heading of 109° in the vicinity
of the Keflavik Airport Radio Range Station. The target was observed
for approximately one minute in a right turn and was last observed on
an approximate heading of 260° ~

(Z) At 07222 a target arpeared at approximately the same posi-
tion heading 340° and making a left turn. This target was observed
for 30 seconds and was last seen heading approximately 250°,

| (3) At 07157 the Control Tower was notified to relay a message
to the Base Operations Office for the Bese Operations Officer or his
assistant to come out to the GCA unit, |

‘(4) At 07337 a target appeared at approximately the same position

heading 340° and making a left turn. This target was observed for thirty
(30) seconds and was last seen heading approximately 250°,

(5) At 07357 the Assistznt Base Operations Officer arrived at the
. (6) At 07457 the target appeered for approximately thirty (30)
seconds in thke vicinity of the Radio Range Station. The inbound heading

was approximately 180°, outbound heading 310°,

(7) At 07562 a targzet was observed in the vicinity of the Radio
RangeStation «“1th an inbound heading of 210° and an outbournd heading of
<707 for 15 seconds.

(8) At 08067 a tarzet was obserwed in the vicinity of the Radio

Ranze Statior with an inbound headinz of 2907 and en sutbound heading of
~0
750" for 30 zeconds,

(9) The undersigned broadecast descent and holding instructions on
the following VHF frsguencies: 118,1, 171.5, 126.18, 136.82; and on EF
frequencies 3105 and 4720, DNo answer was received to any of these trars-
missicus.

(10) The radar scopes were monitored until 0930Z and no other un-
ldentifled targets were observed,

« oOtntezient of Clyde B, Knipfer, 20 - £03221, Captein USAF, 1400th Air Fase
MATO Xefllavik 2irport, Iceland, pllot of the C=47 aircraft,
{:} -;'...ﬂ'l".'...ﬂ" E OFf ":-::"-iﬂ E. (e -' r"‘r. .”: - * - 3. » :
s LYILE ALY 5 E o PFeRit, A7) #FL ~/0 1% ' sanerT e '
-t 4 1-' ....
= &8 C=l7, MmErtarad L4270, A be. SONFRO | O a
w2 were rracticing GCA erproacltes during this tire, Nile {iving hese
the GCA man rerorted anotker airplane in the vicinity of the fiezld ~nd
turning over tre range station., A few winutes later re statsad that tlere
weren't any airplanes reported in the vicinity, that he had checked with




TN (v Trtelligence Diviaion, . e

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION RePORT

MVATS, Andrews AF Base, Washingto IR=110=52

PASE A OF L PASTS
._APD-J‘!—-—-——— —————— e —— e ———————— e e SRR it AP St tn. i e -

the tower on this. Fe rerorted it several more times as showing ur
in his scope, so we kept our eyes open for this unidentiflied aireraft.
Around 0747 we broke off our practice runs sand clinbed up to rﬁound
3500 feet still keeping our eyes open for this other aireraf 1
-went back to the nawigator's table to fill out the Form 1. A fow mine-
utes later Capt. Hartsch called me to come back up and to listen on
the earphones. %hen I placed them on my ears 1 heard the GCA man or
operator describing the speed that this airplane or whatever it was
had just travelled across his scope. FHe stated that he had clocked
F-26's on speed runs on radarscope and he knew their speed was. over
- 700 mph, and rore, and that this object that had just gone across
his scope was much faster than the 86's he had clocked. Cept. Harsch
. and myself then took the C~47 up higher trying to get above the top
layer of clouds to try to see if we could see anything. Ve climbed e&s
high es 10,000 ft. but tha upper cloud layer was still a few thousand
feet above us, so we levelled off. Ve flew around at this altitude
for ten {0 fifteen Einutes in the vicinity of the range station but we
observed nothing., 'Je then let down and landed.

Comnents of the Prepzring Officer:

1. This incident was first reprorted on CIEVIS rerort DTG 1320407, from Base
Operations, Keflavik, Iceland to Air Defense Comiand, Ent Air Force EBase, Colorado;
Secretary of Defense, Washington, D, C. and Fq MAIS, nndreuq Alr Force BEase, .=sh—
ington, with information copy to Iceland Defense Force, Keflavik Airport, Iceland,

e The report mentioned above stated that the estinmsted airspeed of the ob-

jects was 250 knots and that Lheestimated altitude of the objects was above €,000
feet,

3. The statement of Captain Clyde B, Enirffer reveals thot the GCA operator,
with whom he was in contact, steted thet the ob*n;z srossed his scope at s speed
much faster than F-86s that he had clocked on oiher occasions.

Lo Vo nention of the altitude or speed of the objects wes made in the state-
ment or ¥/igt John'W, Kelly, GJA crew chief on duty at the time of this incident,
The absence of Inforration concerning altiitude of <the objlects l1s probebly due to

t.h; fact +ha ne altitude iInformation is swailable on the search system of the
AN/MPN - 1C, ' _
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5 Certzin radar phenomena called ghosis or angels, the mechanics of which are

not thoroughly understood, »re capsble of producing radar returns which in the
majority of cases are indistingulshable from real targets, Ghostis or angels usually

A

are 2userved in radar located ﬁLJPg 8 s5ea 20830, Cne characteristic wriech TF*&“;f

identiflies a target as a ghost 1s the terrific speed of travel comelimes ooDseorved,
“hen observed they shorld be treated as if they were bogy aireraft,
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DOWNGRADED AT 3 YT'AR NTE‘RVALB
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.18




