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TIME (Local); 07222 Ses pee

LOCATION: Isclana ee

LENGTH OF TILE OBSERVED: 57 in ee,

SOUND: Unknown

PEED? 250.1$ OOM Knots

DATE: 13 Mer 52

ALTITUDE: &,0oot

HEADDG: Varie

SOURCE: GCA. Grew

ACTION OR COMENTS: Possitty Soviet recon (evaluation by
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APP ADVED FUNG 1948

CONTRARY REPORT NO.

USSMATS sc es RMR Toe | _Tt-110~52
“AIRINTELLIGENCE INFORMATION R4ORT

issECTr a)

Unidentified Flying Objeets Sighted by COA Radar a% Koflavily, Teepee mt"
ae A ALPORTEO ON From (Agency) PSEYailize nce DL| ton, Ty AIS

ieeland Sainsabsiincata fndrews f¢ Base) Vashingtoron 25, D. GO.
20 Maroh 1952.00 St LL March 1952 oe a, | ; |
PeLPARED BY CUAeer) F pke.. ; _ | 4 : Lane3% AAeedey and 0.47

E CE REN “ES (Cwntriane nier, dareelive, prectous report efe.,Ge applicable) : ,

SUMMARY: (Eater concise suamary of report. Gir significance in final one-sentence paragraph. List inclosires at lower left. Begin tert of report um 1 rm p'2--Pert 11)

Roport contains dotails of a GGA radarscope sighting on 13 March 195:2 of

idantificd flying objects observed by a GOA toxin while wortcng a 0-17 alrersft on
practice runs at Keflavik‘+, Iceland.

The first of tha eight unidentified objects aprared on the stops for apr ome

Am:ieihs ons minute at O712%Z. Tha remaining objsets aopaared on the scope ab in~
torvals of approxinately 11 minutes. Tha last object was observed for approximately
15 p2conds at 0209%,. The intervel between the first and sees sighting was 57mead =)

minutes, Poor weather conditions existed during this perio

A MATS C47 was airborne in the vicinity of Keflavik ge ste the objects appeared

on the scope. Tha pilot of this aircraft was instruc ak hi:

make a visualsighting of the objects. His attempts to> Andereapt tha
unsuccsssfal,
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The statements prepared by the USAF personnelparticipating in the attempt to |
identify the objects are containcd in tho detailed roport on the following pazese:

y < e ; Oy 5 ;DHL AgainTuD ie R i 2 é:> es£3.53 é

DOD Dik &200.10

2 A)
rat2AHLE:LoUfoid ante cog ty

WILLIAM L. TRAVIS

vogeryg 1S ay

Chisf, Intelligense Division

cl 2. 4 ad ,

38

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVATS; |
LASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS:

‘UNCLASSIFIED as DOD Dik5200.10
UMENT CONTAINNG INFORMA TION AFFECTS 1G THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF [i416 ESPIONAGE ACT,fu 0S

> ACAMENDED. 11S TRANSMISSIONOR THE REVELATIO ts CF A DE ius ane atta RTO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERCON IS PRORISITED BY LA
1B cE REPRE DDUCED IN WH LE ‘On IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIFS, LACEPT BY PLAMISSION GF TH

NIELLIGENCE, USAF,



ae a ; : wn Laren on i»* Any nsagetegllgph ( pariace

’ prerretaty garalied) 2xz "

UNCLR Seep ATC 18 Pera, Cll Corerrants

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE ates “fl Cag af deg hii <.
r. i aia

STAFF MESSAGE DIVISION vs Per cartag® 8 trang (EAD
AL Katt | poveilinds ) ee ee

INCOMING CLASSIFIED MESSAGE pane tet S303

; PARA pina NO?bE REQUINED Sasnretcac

OPERATICNAL IMMEDIATE ee eae
FROM: BASE OPR AT GZPLATIX AIR PORT ICEIW .

TO 3 CSAP WASH DG FOR: SEO DEFENSES
MATS ANDREWS APB MARYZIAND 3. Aa P \y
AIR DEF COMD ENT AFB COLO SPRINGS COLO | xt ®

| #
Se N Tes AMT DET E-SS. CARO

TNEOs povinGheneh E-Ss FORKoppvats;
., DECLASS iF: To 12 FER 25 4

WR : NONE DOU | ‘Diz 5290.10 iene Har 52
AO AAA ALDER

: civ wis 6359 north 2231 weat unidgectifiled fiying ohljeste
. unknows; weve first sighted at 0712, ‘Z neading 109 degrees, 0722/2

heading 34 cerrees, 0732/2 heading R40 {cezrees, T45/B heading 256
| sazrees, “O786/4 heading 210 decrees, O806/2 heading 270 decrees

was last the onidgentifles tarxets seen on & GA vacar scone.he

Bstimated yr tpesd 250 Knots; est alt abeve 8,0 2e% sightings
‘by vadar GCA at Keflavik Atrport, Iceland altitude 155 pees,
R307 12/2 Haaser Sergeant J W Melly, GCA Traffic Director at Neflav,

Tesiand and Cans ha cin Sereba hdl Base Sperations Duty Officer

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YRAR INTERVALS,

eS wos MOTI)
_<aeoeee Loe ie eae

NCTZ 3: Underlined sortioen tyred as

in error. Service will be

AIT HT. a?

tte 4 Lf sats OTH

TATA C * THe qraey ar At ‘ok TA9was SS 3 see fee! DEF, Raitsis 2 ria VY, Wwe Atty wren y
ee

UNCLASSIF!:—
“ re Neem Sie

ae de. 4 : cae 35

AFHQ FORM
19 Hy 51 0-309¢
PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THIS FORM MAY BE USED.

16—63734-1 1% U.S GOVERNMENTPRINTING OFFICE : 198-~O-27440



CSAF ITM ;/ UNCLASSIFIED 9

TO ATIAA@2C RUPPELT FM AFOLN-V/TC FOURNET

MSG 1320392 MAR.52 FROM BASE OPR, KEF=

LAVIK ALRPORT ICELAND QUOTED FOR YOUR INFO

jAND ACTIONS | ND

“CIRVIS 6359 NORTH 2241 WEST UNIDENTIFIED

_ FLYING OBJECTS UNKNOWN} WERE FIRST SIGHTED = |
AT GT22/Z HEADING 199 DEGREES, 9722/7 WEAD- - ay

ING 34 DEGREES, 9733/Z HEADING 342 DEGREES, r

M45/Z HEADING 360. DEGREES, 9756/2 HEADING

21d DEGREES, 0S99/Z HEADING 279 DEGREES

WAS LAST OF THE UNIDENTIFIED TARGETS SEEN

Qi THE GCA RADAR SCOPE. sabes) Sud pe Bi

PEED 259 KNOTS$ EST ALT ABOVE 8998 FEET 7

SIGHTING BY RADAR GCA AT KEFLAVIK AIRPORT, a
ICELAND ALTITUDE 168 FEET. 139712/Z MASTER a

SERGEANT J J KELLY, GCA TRAFFIC DIRECTOR AT

KERLMER ICELAND AND CAPTAIN FRANK SCHREIBER,

AUNA TFRF 23979a/ | Y PECLASSIFIED APTZR 12 YEARS.
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"BS OFZ G87361082607776." SERVICEHAS BEEN

REQUESTED ON LAST PART OF MSG BEGINNING WITH

UNDERLINED PORTIONe WILL F¥D CORRECT VERSION

WHEN SERVICE COMPLETEDe

xD CSA IT 3/7

UNCLASSIFIED



AF, FORM-112—PART I e
APPROVED 1 JUNE 1943

SP .crssinied
AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

From teeny) Intelligence Division, Hal *rort so.

MATS, Andrews AF Base, Washingt25 th Ca ’ IR-110-52 | PAGE ; oF 4 PAGES
1. At the time of the first sighting, the GCA team was being utilized by 2

1400th Air Base Group, MATS aircrew flying s C-47 type aircraft for their train-

ing period time. As soon as the additional blip was noted on the GCA radarscope,

the Traffic Controller notifiedthe C-47 to break pattern, climd to 10,000 feet,

try to make a visual sighting and to intercept the target. Upon arrival to its

new altitude, they tried vainly tq make a visual sighting and interception, but

this was impossible due to poor weather conditions that existed at the time,

N
Y

2. The aircraft was vectored in by the CCA team to the headings of the
target, but no visual sighting or contact was made of the target.

3. Reproduced below are extracts of certified statements by the personnel

reporting this incident:

a, Statement of Captein Frank Schreiber, USAF, Base Operations, 1400th

Air Base Saquedron, MATS, Keflavik Airport, Iceland, Operations Duty Officer,

(1) On 13 March 1952 the Keflavik GCA Unit wes working with a local
C-47 on practice runs, At 07152 M/Sgt J. Ww. Kelly, the CCA Traffic

Director, reported to the Keflavik Tower that an unidentified target
was observed on his redar scope.

= (2) After the tower relayed this information to re, I contected
Reykjavik Oceanic Aero Control. I asked if eny other aircraft had been

cleared into this area. No other aircraft had been cleared. At 07357

I arrived at the CCA Unit, M/Sgt Kelly said he picked up the first un-

tdentifiedt-rget at 07122. It wes first seen three miles from the center

of the airport inbound on a heading of 199°%and outbound on a heading of

7609, It was lest seen five miles from the center of the airport. This

observation lasted for approximately one (1) minute. At 07222 he spotted

an unidentified a ae anbound on a hesdine of 340° and outbound on a

heading of 750°, It was last seen five miles from the center of the air-
port, This sesarvation “lasted for aprreximately thirty (30) seconds.
At 97332 an unidentified terget was seen on the same headings as the

O7<°% observations, the time and distance elements were the same also.

At O745Z we both spotted en unidentified terget on the radar scope in-

bound on a heading of 360%and outbound on a heading of 310°. This
observation lasted for approximately thirty (30) seconds. At gab

pido spotted an unidentified target inbound on a heading of 210°
nutbound on a headine of 27709, It was Inst seen five (5) miles P sk
the center of the airport end this observation lasted for approximately
thirty (39) seconds. At OF097 we again saw an unidentified terget in-

bound om a heading of 770° and outbound on a heading of 7509, It was

last seen two (7 ) miles from tre center of the airrort and this ob-
servation lasted for arproximotely fifteen (15) seconds.

—
—
_



APPROVED 1 JUNE 1943

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
From (uence) Tntelligence Division, Haj "°°"

MATS, Andrews AF Bese, Washingto TR-110-52
25, D. G6 PAGE 3 oF 4 PAGES

Airport, Iceland, conducting GCA runs with local based aircraft C=47, 5879.

(1) At 07122 the undersigned, as a GCA crew chief, observed an
unidentified target on an approximate heading of 109° in the vicinity
of the Keflavik Airport Radio Range Station. The terget was observed

for approximately one minute in a right turn and was last observed on

an approximate heading of 260° :

(2) At 07222 a target appeared at approximately the same posi-

tion heading 340° ana making a left turn. This target was observed
for 30 seconds and was last seen heading approximately 250°,

| (3) At 07152 the Control Tower was notified to relay a message
to the Base Operations Office for the Base Operations Officer or his

assistent to come out to the GCA unit,

‘(4) At 07332 a target appeared at approximately the same position
heading 340° and making a left turn. This target was observed for thirty

(30) seconds and was last seen heading approximately 750°,

(5) At 07352 the Assistent Base Operations Officer arrived at the
GCA unit,

. (6) At 07452 the target appeared for approximstely thirty (30)
seconds in the vicinity of the Radio Range Station. ‘The inbound heading

was approximately 1£0°, outbound heading 310°,

(7) At 07562 a target was observed in the vicinity of the Radio
Range Station with an inbound heading of 7169 and an outbound heading of

270” for 15 seconds.
'

(2) At Of097 a target was observed in the vicinity of the Radio
Range Station with an inbound headine of 90° and en outbound heading of

| 250° for 30 seconds.

(9) The undersigned broadcest descent and holding instructions on
the followingVHF frequencies: 11&.1, 171.5, 126.18, 136.€&; and on EF

frequencies 3105 and 4720. No answer was received to any of these trars-

missions.

(10) The radar scopes were monitoréd until 0930Z and no other un-
identified targets were observed,

« Statement of Clyde B, Knipfer, AD - £03221, Captrein USAF, 1400th Air Fase
- : am“. ww a esi§ tp A fn 7 «= a eeGroup, MATS Aeflavik Adrport, Iceland, pilot of the C-47 aircraft.

a3 fs - e - fs . , . a . es .
; {3} Statercant of lyde B, Knisfer, mT%e, ADeLOF- 71, 1400th

» BOOED ALE see Teus, A£:9 #7) «/90 inetzanter o- Th, " ‘ i

; 7 a es Pe!
- a) *~e

AOE pape DE A REREE Se tye PePinsenitnty )
- : aa — - a, . om fe - . a a) . “e- . ‘ .

‘ = . tn 4 » (fa } . ~2 4~ a | Jel w- , .2 were rracticing CCA arproactes during this tire. hile flying these
in “ff — -~ 3 . . e% + ad . g , di

the GCA man rerorted another airplane in the vicinity of the field nd

tated that there
n ~

a NS

turning over the range station. A few minutes later he

S

Ss

weren't any airplanes reported in the vicinity, that he h:



AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
FROM (Agency) Intellisence Division, Ha REPORT NO. “oe

drews AFbes — Base, \vashiagte TR-110-52 esse 4 oA eases

the tower on this. Fe rerorted it several more times as showing up

in his scope, so we kept our eyes open for this unidentified aircraft.

Around 0747 we broke off our practice runs and clinbved up to eround

3500 feet still keeping our eyes open for this other aircraft. I
-went back to the nawigator's table to fill out the Form 1. A few min-

utes later Capt. Hartsch called me to come back up and to listen on

the earphones. ‘when I placed them on my ears I heard the GCA man or

operator describing the speed that this airplane or whatever it was

hed just travelled across his scope. He stated that he had clocked

F-26's on speed rums on radarscope and he knew their speed was.over

- 700. mph. and more, and that this object that had just gone across

his scope was much faster than the 86's he had clocked. Cept. Harsch

. and myself then took the C-47 up higher trying to get above the top

layer of clouds to try to see if-we could see anything. We climbed as

high es 10,000 ft. but the upper cloud layer was still a few thousand

feet above us, so we levelled off. We flew around at this altitude

for ten to fifteen minutes in the vicinity of the range station but we

observed nothing. ‘ve then let down and landed.

Comments of the Prepsring Officer:

1. This incident was first reported on CIRVIS report DTG 1320402, from Base

Operations, Keflavik, Iceland to Air Defense Comuand, Ent Air Force Ease, Colorado;

Secretary of Defense, Washington,D. C. and Hq MATS, Andrews Air Force Base, ‘ssh-

ington, with information copy to Iceland Defense Force, Keflavik Airport, Iceland.

2. The report mentioned above stated that the estimeted airspeed of the ob-

jects was 250 knots and that theestimated altitude of the objects was above &,000

feet.

3. The statement of Captain Clyde B. Knipfer reveals thet the GCA operator,

with whom he was in contact, stated thet the cbiect crossed his scope at a speed

much faster than F-&6s that he had clocked on other occasions.

4. No mentionof the altitude or speedcf che objects wes made in the state~

ment or Mrigt John’, Keliy, GOA crew chief on duty at the time of this incident,

The absence of information concerning altitude of the objects is probably due to

the fact that no altitude information is available on the search system of the

AN/MPN - IC. '

5. Gertain radar phenomena called ghosts or angels, the mechanics of which cre

not thoroughly understood, sre capable of producing radar returns which in the

majority of cases are indistinguishable from real targets. Ghosts or angels usvally

are ooserved in radar located along a sea coast, One characteristic which recdily

identifies a target as a ghost is the terrific speed of travel sometimes observed,

“hen observed they shovld be treated as if they were bogy aircraft.
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DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVATS:
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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