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S OATE ( LOCATION ( 12,
13 Aor 52 I Morierity, New Mexico 0

1. DATE-TIME GROUF ™™= |4 TYPE OF OBSLRYATION = R i e e
PPRRTRR 16,+5 MST Rt X Ground-Visval 0 Ground-Rodar 8

2 ! 4

GMT /_____23_,15__ e £ 0O Air-Visuvadl O Air-Intercept Radar D

5T PHOTOS RETI - IR e
O Yes )

3 ok several airmen 0

7. LENGTH o“rwoii?nﬁ?w""‘“*wr{ NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE IO
. 0)

5«10 minutes ' 1 0

10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING AR 1. COMMENTS *

Sllver color. Elliptical. Turned and dove.,
Balloon in area but weather people at
Albuquerque considers it highly doubtful.

l—— ‘___-

- —— -

CONCLUSIONS

Was Bolloon
Probobly Balloon
Possibly Baolloon

Yos Aircraft
Probebly Aircraft
Possibly Aircraft

Was Astronomical
Ptobobly Astronomical

. Possibly Astronomical

Otlmr.. T L EIT—————

Insufficient Dota for Evaluation
Unknown
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Moriarity, leu lexico - 13 Aoril 1952

CRIPTISY OF INCIDEY

On 13 April 1952 at 1645 MST, four airmen obscrved a silver, disc-shaped
object east of loriarity, New lexico., The object appeared to be traveling =t
@ high rote of speed and its flight path was very erratic. The object was
assumed to be disc-shaped due o the fact that it appeared to tip edpewise ani
disappear for an instant, When first notices, the object was thought to te a
high flyinpg 3et aireraft but all the observers ars feniliar with jet aircrafe

and they all zsreed that its srpeed and naneuvera®bility elininated that possibility.

The tine of observation was Julzed to be fron four to ten ninutecs
II, STATUS OF INV:STIGATION -

Both Moriarity, lew Mexico, arni Albuquerque have radar but no unusual re:rns
vere noted on 13 anril,

A piball talloon was releazced from Albuquergue at 1400 MST, The winds,
hovever, woull have carried this talloon south of lMoriarity. In addilion, ths
balloon would have risen too hi~h % be observeld zfter two hours and 45 ninut:s
It is possible the balloon leaked end leveled off at a low altitude, however.
it would heve been south of the observation noint. The speed and maneuvers &:
not correlate with a normal ballocn's drift except for the possibility that Licre
might have becn some strong winds at the time, This cannot be ascertzined and

the object st rermnin unidentified,

JIXI. CONCLUSICMNS
None,
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&.F A‘"OIN- TIAA=4=135 DTD 37 APR 52 UNIDENTIFIED AERO BJ SIiteD

CVER MORIARTY NEW MEXICO 15 APR 52 WAS NOT RADAR SITINGe RDAR Il

THIS AREA DID NOT REPYT PICK UP OF UNIDENTIFISD ALR OF JS ON THAT

Di'X ALBUQUERQUE EREA STA REPT REL OF WHITE PLT BALLOCON 5 FELET IN

DIAM AT 2103Z THAT DTe WINDS WERE IN NORTHUWEST=UELST ORTHVEST DIR

AT 21 TO 35 KNOTSe. WINDS TOULD TAXE BALLOON SCUTH OF NMORIARTYe

POSSIBLY WITHIN SIGHTING DISe VWEA EXPERTS REPT THIS TYPL BALLOON BURSTS

AFTER 1 TO 1 AND ONE HALF HR FLT BUT OCCASIOHNALLY BEACHES

A ST 'SILIZING ALT AUD REMAINS IN BACT FOR SEVERAL HRe BALLOON NORMALLY

O, A STEADY UPWARD FLT AT APPARLENT SLOW MOTION AT HIGHEZR ALTs

SUDDE.N DISSAPPEARANCE OF THERE BALLOOMNS OCCURS AT TIM= OF BURSTING.
LYDPERTS FURTHER STATE BALLOON VWCHULD HAVE CONT SOUTHWARD MOTION

”'VL.Q TURNING NORTHWARDe DR TO PREVAILING WINDS. FACTS POINT TO

RoMOTE POSSIBILITY BALLOON COULD HAVE BEEN OBJECTe DUT CONSIDER IT

HIGHLY IMPROBABLE. 1 S1ILVER RADIO SONDE BALLOOH YWAS RELS AT 12992

THIS BALLOOHN NORUALLY EYPLODES 1 TO 2 HR LATER DO NOT CCHSIDER

H1S BALLOON VISLIBLE AT TIie OF SIGHTING REPT AT MORIARTY
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& D;&:E B ( 2. LCTEATION 2, 1 12, COHCLUS_ITJNS
|
' '
2 Moriarity ldioxico (0 Wes Bolloon
30 April 5 N 10y e (J Probably Balloon
s oo Gd- o - P S AP —. FA———— . . R—— — —_— st o —— D o & ¢ .
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSCRVATION | . VONwy Beieen
k noal O7Ths MST D Cround-Visuel UECI,"EE.'&{Q‘{![? () Wos Aircraft
i *""':_' S R TN W) o it o . 0 Probuhly Aircralt
C“T_..__n _llLliﬁ_:Z:.,*_,_____ & D ﬁar-Vl 'w(ﬂ D Air hﬂcrcapi Rodnr 0 Possibly Aircralt
5 PHOTOS ' SOURCE 0 Was Astronomicudl
» Yes 0} PranUy Astronomical
C l Radar crew 0 Po*‘mb!y Astronomicaol
RRTEAEREE RIS, SRRt s nmeenene W ' SN Cinm
7. LEH(..TH OF OBSERVYATION 6. NUMNBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE 3 Other. _-_._+_L:_;_,__.._____.._.__._._
O Insufficient Daota for Evaluation
1l minute 1 0 -Unknown
- Wp—— > ARSI + o+ SISt —o SIS SO I T S s St - I -st ot ~S-— St < S oo DS o T———
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 1. COMMENTS -
Straight 2nd level manecuvers.
Electronics concludes this may have been | Radar blip clocked at 3700 MPI.
due to purposely "lockad on" jJjammer.
Q
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DATE: 0 i

87
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v
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: SPEED: 3,°/00
ALTITUDE: iiiuom

HEADING ¢ nononm

SOURCE: -0 Onurbors
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DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT: - .
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Alr dateriel Command DI (,1“‘0.& D ATTGR 12 XHRARS.
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Uright-Patierson Lir Force ilase
Ohio

Air intelligence Information lleports, cdated 1 luay 1952, as
submitted by the Commanding VUfficer, 7685th Lircraft Control # arninz
Sauadron, Moriarty, lbew llezxico, are foruarded in cowpliance with Air
De ense Command letter 200-1, dated 11 Lpril 1651,
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6. Sworn Statement,
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l, There seems to be two or nore possible explanations of the
unidentified targe®t reported by attached Form 1123

e, Radar target was caused by an actual airborne target.

b. Interference from a purposedly "locked-on” jamuing or
confusion transmitter,

¢, Other less likely causes such as equipnent fault, weather,
ete, |

Re, ©inca the path of the radar target was along a straight line pasaing
thru the radar station location, 1t is considered most likely that the
explanation given in paragraph 1b is applicable,

P, L, Jamas
Captain, USAF
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1952 April 25.69 G.M.T.
A.M.S. No. 23935

In our files are found 12 reports of an extremely brithant fireball which appeared on
the above date at 11:28 p.m., E.S.T. Out of the 12 reports 10 eame from Wilinington,
N.C., onc from 5 miles south, once from 25 miles north, so all observers lay along a
south-north line. The reports were gathered by Donald Strayhiorn of Wilmington, then
an active A.M.S. member, The reports were unanttnous that the fireball's color was blue
or green and its size excessive, estimates of the latter running from one half to three
times the size of full Moon. Allowing for probable exagperation, its apparent diameter
must have approximated 15 to 20", Based on 9 estimates, the duration was 3.00 + 0.76
scc.-—a smaller average error than usual. From 9 stations the path was reported as
vertical or alinost so, and the beginning altitude as 45° or greater, and the end at north
point at about 5° altitude. As the sidereal time was about 13;33, the right ascension of
the radiant would, for a vertical path, approxiinate that. No inforimmation on the radiant’s
declination nor lincar heights can be obtained from the data. Its path probably ended
near the Va.-N.C. border. Evidently, however, it was not from the Lyrid radiant, but
may well have come from A.M.S. fireball radiant No. 5056. Though all the usual results
could not be obtained it scemed worth while to put this remarkable fireball on record.

FIREBALL of 1961 August 10.61 G.M.T.
A.M.S. No. 2294

On this date at about 8;32 p.n., C.S.T., a fireball was observed from the Chicago-
Milwaukee arca, and some 250 reports were gathered by the Adier Planetarium and
eventually sent to A.M.S. headquarters. There has been a long delay in solving the
path of the principal body to which these reports refer. A detailed study indicated that
30 or more referred to a second bright object, seen to the northeast, while, duc to the
date, Perseids were doubtless present in numbers and some observers did not differen-
tiate between an ordinary meteor and the fireball in question. Despite these complica-
tions a solution has finally been obtained. Unfortunately only about § people tried to
refer the path or end of it to stars, Ursa Major being so used. All the rest depended
upon estimates of both directions and altitudes, nobody scems to have used any instru-
ment for measuring either coordinate,

A preliminary study weeded out about half of the reports as having no value for
either coordinate. Further, estimates of altitudes of 60° and over were omitted, as
almost nobody, without using stars as reference, can estimate such arcs with even
approximate accuracy, and hecights depend upon the tangents of the angle, which
become abnormally great over 60°. To deterininé the projected path, a chart of the
repion was prepared, scale 17 in latitude to Imin. On this stutions were plotted and
azimuth lines drawn showing the observed projected starting and ending points, and in
many cascs intermediate. From this, despite the usual scatter, these points were derived
and the projected path drawn. Then the hinear height corresponding to observed alti-
tudes were derived by measuring the distance to projected path from cach station and
taking the tangent of the altitude. Most did not see the beginning point, but our derived
beginning height depends upon 13 usable altitudes. The end point depends upon 43
altitudes. Joining these points by a straight line gives us the atmospheric path. Other
estimates could be bunched into three heights, When plotted, these fit in tolerably well
with path mentioned.

While the average deviautions from the mean heights certainly show larger values
than we could wish, yet in percentages they compare very favorably with those all
observers get when measuring stellar paralaxes, and the latter are the very basis of
stellar astronomy. So we beg the indulgence of astronomers and suggest that, while in a
given case the fireball path and orbit derived certainly may be considerably in error,
still statistically, they may be treated with more respect.
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1l « 10 MAY 1952 SIGHTINGS

LOCATICH O33ERVER EVALUATICN
lio3es lake, Washington . | e UNIDINTIFIZD
Davis Monthan AF3, Arizona  Military AIRCRANT
Gzorgze AF3, California 4 , Military UNIDENTITIZED
San Fraacisco, California’ -SiNENEgEEe-~ - Othar (BIXD3)
(CARDS MISSING)
Wichita Falls, Texas __-' Asiro (IMSTEOR)
Olmstead Ar3, Pennsylvaaia Civiiian LNSUSITICIINT DATA
Mslbourne, Australia - Aatro (METIOR)
Phoenin, Arizona . w Aatro (I-EE‘.TEO?)
Richmond, Taxas | Astro (1 3TZ0R)
Tenafly, -New Jersey sl UNIDENTIFIED
(CARDS MISSING)

Phoenii, Arizona RN Astro (IMSTECR)
Kaealer ATB, Miasissippi ’ Military UNIDENTIFIZED
Nashville, Tennsasee ' | BALLCON
Rio de Janerio, Brazil SRR 0T0S) Other (EOAX)
31,208 70,00%W (ATLANTIC) Civilian Astro (IT=TZOR)
Misawa, Japan Military Astro (METEZOR)
Misawa, Japan Military INSUFFICIENT DATA
Mishawaka, Indiana S INSUFFICIENT DATA
Sao Paulo, Brazil Civilian tatro (I=TEOR;
(CASE MISSING)
Ceorgs AF3, QCal ifornia Military-Civilian (RADAR) BALLICOY
GCeorges AFB, California - Military UIIDCNTITIED
San Diego, California - >R Astro (iZTEOR)
Cyprus * ., Eritish Scisnulst LiSUTFICIENT DATA
Albuguarqus, lNew Maxico Maltinle EALLOON
Ellenton, South Carolina- Civilian UNITENTIFIED
Portlaad, Cragon v SO Othar (SEARCHLICHTS)
(CARDS MMISSTIC)
Korsa Military BALLOOXNS

(CARDS MISSING)

ADDITIONAL FEPCRTED SICATINGS ( NOT CASES)

LCCATICN SCURCEZ EVALUATION
San Francisco, Cal ifornia M‘P:G’"Ca)

Pazific Oczan - Hydrogravhic Pulletin Astre ((ZTEOR)



