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, 1. GATE ( LOCATION ( 12.

13 Avr 52 | Morierity, New Mexico QO
ee

3. DATE-TiME GROUP"TM" = ~=~=~=—~C<C«s«é“‘“C‘ CZS:CTYPE OFOBSERVATION = =—)—TM'.—<SCSC<

SL ee gee 1645 |MSThacsinessensiocibe £XGround-Vi sual O Ground-Redar
2) "

GMT. (idk D0 Air- Visual O Air-Intercept Radar 0
ee Th a 0

GO Yes 0
Nn several airmen ra)

oO

7. LENGTH OFOBSERVATION [6 NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE y
: )

5-10 minutes | 1 0

10. BRIEF SUMMARY OFSIGHTING 11. COMMENTS :

Sllver color. Elliptical. Turned end dove.
Balloon in area but weather people at

Albuquerque considers it highly doubtful.

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP $2)

+ ee Cee ee ee ee ee ree.

CONCLUSIONS

Was Balloon

Probably Balloon

Possibly Balloon

Was Aircroft

Probcbly Aircraft

Possibly Aircraft

Was Astronomical

Probobly Astronomical

. Possibly Astronomical

EESpea eae ee eR

Insufficient Data for Evaluation

Unknown
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Moriarity, New Mexico = 13 April 1952

I, DESCRIPTI7 OF INCIDENT

On 13 April 1952 at 1645 MST, four airmen observed a silver, disc-shaped

object east of Moriarity, New Mexico. The object appeared to be traveling at

@ high rete of speed and its flight path was very erratic. The object was

@ssumed to be disc-shaped due to the fact that it appeared to tip edgewise ant

disappear for an instant, When first notices, the object was thought to te a

high flying jet aircraft but all the observers are familiar with jet aireraft

and they all asreed that its speed and maneuverability eliminated that possibility.

The tine of observation was juzczed to be fron four to ten ninutes

Both Moriarity, Mew Mexico, anc Albuquerque have radar but no unusual reorns

were noted on 13 Avril,

A piball balloon was released from Albuquerque at 1400 MST, The vinds,

however, woul2 have c«rriec this balloon south of Moriarity. Im addition, th+

balloon woule have risen too hirh t© be observed after two hours and 45 ninutes

It is possible the balloon leaked end leveled off at a low altitude, however.

it would heve been south of the observation point. The speed and maneuvers dz:

not correlate with a normal ballocn's drift except for the possibility that ticre

might heve becn some strong winds at the time, This cannot be ascerteined ant

the object uust remain unidentified,

III, CONCLUSIONS

None.
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Ci ROUTING Comme REEC SE OLS, f ae roy oe

RoW KIRTLAND AFB aL suatiEROUE N MEX a_i eS ~2
7 vi! peer BEE

ROP AFOIN “ATIAAs4-1392 DTD 33 APR 52 UNIDENTIFIED AERO BJ SITED
OVER MORIARTY NEW MEXICO 15 APR 52 WAS NOT RADAR SITINGe RDAR IN
THis AREA DID NOT REPT PICK UP OF UNIDENTIFI£D AER OB35S ON THAT

Dix ALBUQUERQUE EKA STA REPT REL OF WHITE PLT BALLOON 3 FEET IN
DIAM AT 21692 THAT DT. WINDS WERE IN NORTHVEST-VEST NORTHWEST DIR

AT 21 TO 39 KNOTSe WINDS YOULD TAKE BALLOON SOUTH OF MORIARTY-~

POSSIBLY WITHIN SIGHTING DISe WEA EXPERTS REPT THIS TYPE BALLOON BURSTS
AFTER 1 TO 1 AND ONE HALF HR FLT BUT OCCASTONALLY REACHES

A STASILIZING ALT AND REMAINS IN BACT FOR SEVERAL HRe BALLOON NORMALLY

FOL A STEADY UPWARD FLT AT APPARENT SLOW MOTION AT HIGHER ALT.

SUDDEN DISSAPPEARANCE OF THERE BALLOONS OCCURS AT TIME OF BURSTING.
WEA EXPERTS FURTHER STATE BALLOON WOULD HAVE CONT SOUTHWARD MOTION.

NEVER TURNING NORTHWARDe DR TO PREVAILING WINDS. FACTS POINT TO

REMOTE POSSIBILITY BALLOON COULD HAVE BEEN OBJECT. BUT CONSIDER IT
HIGHLY IMPROBABLEe 1 SILVER RADIO SONDE BALLOON WAS RELS AT 15992.

‘THIS BALLOON NORMALLY EXPLODES 1 TO 2 HR LATER. DO NOT CONSIDER

HIS BALLOON VISIBLE AT TINE OF SIGHTING REPT AT MORIARTY

Hi DOWNGRADED At $ ¥RAR INTARVAL
“et DYWOCLASSIFIED AFTER 13 YEARS,

DOD OF £200.39
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sn {12 Location og ony ieee
30 April 52 Moriarity ee 9ico e=
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3. DATE-TINE GROUP (4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION
aenamenen |.

CONCLUSIONS

Wes Balloon

Probably Balloon

Possibly Balloon

ELECTRONIC
Local __._.0 746 | © Ground: Visual a) owed Rodor O Wos Aircroft

ri Q Probably Aircraft

GMT_ Oc : _D Ain Vi sual a Air- Intercept Radar | © Possibly Aircraft
5. PHOTOS 16 SOURCE QO Was Astronomical

t Yes O Probobly Astronomical
§ Rader crew Oo Possibly Astronomical

oan sii ec scoitainink nea atpimanlprtnetttneneben eiendinnatnatpsanliaaneatanstee RADAR allan)
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 6 NUMBER OF OBJECTS |; 9 COURSE O Other. a as

0 Insufficient Data for Evaluation

1 minute 1 GO “Unknown
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10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11, COMMENTS :

Straight And level maneuvers.

Electronics concludes this may have been

due to purposely "locked on" janmer.

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 25 SEP $2)
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Radar blip clocked at 3700 MPi.
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TIME (Local): O70 @ O7;6

LOCATIONS Mowiarity, WN. 0

LENGTH OF TIME OBSERVED: |. seeps &: & svme

SOUND? Unicnown

SPEED: 3,700 mph

ALTITUDE: ostcaom

HEADING$ Unlniown .

ACTION OR COMMENTS: -:0 be bts

DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT:
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DISTRIBUTION BY ORIGINATOR

WOle THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S.C.--
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION. OF. 41S.ONTENTS (IN_ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.

if MAY HOT OS SEPSURUEED 1 UHELS G8 8 PORT, ay CTM yeasty Lota, Se Rae CiE}, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF, 
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
FROM (Agencp) REPORT NO.
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{a} Shaves Movative

Slices hin ive
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Aerodynamic Features: Vevative
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(2) “orderity, "ew Mexico, 723th LOU “gane (See Sworn Statement)

{2) Observer in reliable and pee

{er} Yerative
(h} lecative
(4) Nevative

(j} verative
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INTELLIGENCE, USAF, { Bile
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HEADQUARTERS

34th ALR DIVISION (DEFENSE)

KIRTLAND AIR FORCE SASE, NEW MEXICO

OIN 52.1 5 MAY ig5?

UNCL ASSIFIED.
SUsJLGTs Unconventional Aircraft Report

TO: Commanding General DOWNGRADED WAS LNT TALS

Air Materiel Command DECLASSie Ue) ae ey £ Sash de
ATT: MCIS DOD Din 6200.20
Uright-Patterson Air Force Lase

Ohi.o

Air Intelligence Information Reports, cated 1 hay 1952, as

Submitted by the Commanding Ufficer, 769th Aircraft Control % Uarning

Savadron, Moriarty, ew Mexico, are forwarded in compliance with Air

Defense Comnand letter 200-1, dated 11 April 1951.

tadeny:
13 Incls SAM ODESNSKY

FOR THo COMMANDING GENGRAL:

1. ATIR - Part I (dupl) 2rd 11, US
2. ATIR.- Part Ii - Gupl) Asst Air rey Gex
3. tt uv ih

he tt tt

2° tt "

Sworn Statement

ot " = (dup)
8, tt " ,

9. " tt

10. Scope Diagram - er

— = " n (dupl)
12. " " ee! oi13. nt " i 4a VED:



» Se\F VED

1, There seems to be two or more possible explanations of the

unidentified target reported by attached Form 112:

a, Radar target was caused by an actual airborne target.

b, Interference from a purposedly “locked-on* jamuing or

confusion transmitter,

c. Other less likely causes such as equipment fault, weather,

etc.

2., Since the path of the radar target was along a straight line passing

thru the radar station location, it is considered most likely that the

explanation given in paragraph 1b is applicable,

P, L. James

Captain, USAF



‘ : moon > April 1952
PIED .

I, Captain cae. Aircraft Control ane
Yarnin« Squadron, orlarity, Now Mexico, do horeby wish ta ase ths
followin ~ statements

At O7h2 NST, 39 April 1952, the QQMMMMMMR on duty, Ae ame,
informe? me that somethine unusual was bein: sicttec by the racdur.
metintely posted myself as an ooaorver belyind bhe scape op ralor ani “
aooraxtioitely O7h6 VST a blip appeared at LhoO alles on 2? 9? agi
an the next sweep the blip was again at 230° asiemth and at a rane of
1? ontteue The blip oceurred consistently for & sveeps movin: dow: the
230° asiomth Line at approxiuately Ll uiles per swees or lL ates avery

gam10 seconds. Tb fader at soproxiaately a wiles ranza which sicht indie
cate a terrific altitude. This represented io me a clearly definedma 9) 7 . ”track LOO’ healing. The blips deesreed were net blurred nor were thoy
fussy blobs of a sort but rither they cere vo y clearly r9 ine?
which can only be deserived aa the trpe of blip that is stehted every
cay inte by conventional type aireraft. The terrific speed of this
track ac ‘esertbed above was very dnpressive.

Attached hereon is theapproximate path of Plicht the blip was inod -

as J sau it.

Svorn to and subsertibed before as this 30 day of Apri 1952.
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T, \/1.C __ihlicn arin mmmmmmmemm—mie eo eiit Control:

and varnins Squadron, Mortarily, New Mexico, to hereby wish to oalra the
toil:owiln’ statement:

b O742 “ST, 30 April 1952, as QB on aur y from COO1 to 0400
w23 inf’ rned of an unusual blip on radar by vcope operator on
he x y ; A

ti A/C @@@®. arediacely I vassed this unusval occurance on bo the
Controller on duty, Captain, ir penne nett At O76 ae) rp firet ob}aesiuht on of this blip appeared aprroxi “tle hr WO mil er 0 agiouth“os 2 YY)
and this blip moved approxiaately 1 ities pach sveen, weery 19 secon's

for 6 sweeoa, This blip faded anproxinately 0 onesfron station,
This Slip appeared on the scope as a usual aireralt would socesr. evcestSad sie y
for it's speed,

ere "t

9

Attached hereon is the approximate path of flicht the blip was in
as IT enw it.

Sworn to and subseribed before me thie 320th gay of April 2952,

Cay stain, Ul)
he+ Pe

768th ACW Sae, Morlarity, New MexicMe 9



Ty, Wale emer ero nettle nrens career Aireraft Control and
warning Squadron, “orlarity, “ew Vexico, do hereby wish to «ake thefollowing stare winks

At O730 “ST took my position on [72 seane #1 (ranve 50-150 viles,)
At anproximately O7L0 MST Y notices a blip at 239° at 149 miles. I waa

}

“

provabring to call it in’as an inktial plot chen on the next sweep it
had move! 12 miles vo the Ne. [ reporte! tats to the Crev Uhiedé Weel

oY

crev and then JT continue!) walehing taia DLip until it faded h syeece
later,

The first unusnal blip had no cooner Ended when at aporaxt-07):4 hem ’ ‘ bf — . eran) \ : - thyHO NOY another blip apveared at 230° at 140 miles. This blip 1
L ‘

la
s
= “
—
e
d

p
t
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<

any

a
e
 
b
e
e
 
o
h

2
 

¢ 
2
,
 

t

the other moved at the rate of Li wiles per eweep (4 sweeps per mirule )“eytit ‘ on . © and — Pan : £, en S " * . vaIt cont ued Couey at irtland until it faved at a point about 70 «Liles
fron our &ar

Attached hereon is the aoproxtuate path of flieht the blip vas in~”

as I saw it_ - haw te -@

c: i Ae ‘ oes . “ : ~ ; ve : w,c'eSworn to ad susgertbet oolore me this 306). day of April Lys?
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American Alelowr wie) Ceg?

Fe’ 1967 ey Or, Ca? Chivers

1952 April 25.69 G.M.T.

A.M.S. No. 2395

In our files are found 12 reports of an extremely brilliant fireball which appeared on

the above date at 11:28 p.m., E.S.T. Out of the 12 reports 10 came from Wilmington,

N.C., one from 5 miles south, one from 25 miles north, so all observers lay along, a

south-north line, The reports were gathered by Donald Strayhorn of Wilmington, then

an active A.M.S, member, The reports were unanimous that the fireball's color was blue

or green and its size excessive, estimates of the latter running from one half to three

times the size of full Moon. Allowing for probable exaggeration, its apparent diameter

must have approximated 15’ to 20’. Based on 9 estimates, the duration was 3.06 + 0.76

sec.--a smaller average error than usual. From 9 stations the path was reported as

vertical or alinost so, and the beginning altitude as 45° or greater, and the end at north

point at about 5° altitude. As the sidercal time was about 13333, the right ascension of

the radiant would, for a vertical path, approximate that. No information on the radiant’s

declination nor linear heights can be obtained from the data. Its path probably ended

near the Va.-N.C. border. Evidently, however, it was not from the Lyrid radiant, but

may well have come from A.M.S. fireball radiant No. 5056. Though all the usual results

could not be obtained it seemed worth while to put this remarkable fireball on record.

FIREBALL of 1961 August 10.61 G.M.T.

A.M.S. No. 2294

On this date at about 8;32 p.m., C.S.T., a fireball was observed from the Chicago-

Milwaukee area, and some 250 reports were gathered by the Adier Planetarium and

eventually sent to A.M.S. headquarters. There has been a long delay in solving the

path of the principal body to which these reports refer. A detailed study indicated that

30 or more referred to a second bright object, seen to the northeast, while, due to the

date, Perseids were doubtless present in numbers and some observers did not differen-

tiate between an ordinary meteor and the fireball in question. Despite these complica-

tions a solution has finally been obtained. Unfortunately only about 5 people tried to

refer the path or end of it to stars, Ursa Major being so used. All the rest depended .

upon estimates of both directions and altitudes, nobody secms to have used any instru-

ment for measuring either coordinate.

A preliminary study weeded out about half of the reports as having no value for

either coordinate. Further, estimates of altitudes of 60° and over were omitted, as

almost nobody, without using stars as reference, can estimate such arcs with even

approximate accuracy, and heights depend upon the tangents of the angle, which

become abnormally great over 60°. To determine the projected path, a chart of the

region was prepared, scale 1’ in latitude to 1mm. On this stations were plotted and

azimuth lines drawn showing the observed projected starting and ending points, aud in

. many cases intermediate. From this, despite the usual scatter, these points were derived

and the projected path drawn. Then the linear height corresponding to observed alti-

tudes were derived by measuring the distance to projected path from cach station and

taking the tangent of the altitude. Most did not see the beginning point, but our derived

beginning height depends upon 13 usable altitudes. The end point depends upon 43

altitudes. Joining these points by a straight line gives us the atmospheric path. Other

estimates could be bunched into three heights. When plotted, these fit in tolerably well

: with path mentioned.

While the average deviations from the mean heights certainly show larger values

than we could wish, yet in percentages they compare very favorably with those all

observers get when measuring stellar paralaxes, and the latter are the very basis of

stellar astronomy. So we beg the indulgence of astronomers and suggest that, while in a

given case the fireball path and orbit derived certainly may be considerably in error,

still statistically, they may be treated with more respect. :

wn th \
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10

2 = 10 MAY 1952 SIGHTINGS

LOCATION O3SERVER EVALUATION
Moses Lake, Washington . pea UNIDSNTIFIZED
Davis Monthan AFB, Arizona “Military AIRQCRAYT

George APS, California ; Military UNIDENTIPICD

San Francisco, Cslifornia’ -——iyRapme~-. Other (BIKDS)

(CARDS MISSING)
Wichita Falls, Texas. ),— Astro (MATSOR)

Olmstead AFB, Pennsylvania’
Melbourne, Australia -

Fhoenix, Arizona -

Richmond, Texas

Tenafly, New Jersey'

(CARDS MISSING)
Phoenix, Arizona>

Civilian INSULT pons DATA

utttilin, Astro (MSTt02)
a Astro (NSTEOR)

Astro (LETSOR)

UNIDENTIFICD

Astro (IMTECR)

Keesler ATB, i ’ UNIDENTIFIED
Nayhville, Tennessee ' | BALLOON

Rio de Janerio, Brazil mame10TOS) «Other (HOAX)
31.20N 70,.00W (ATLANTIC): Civilian Astro (IMTZ0R)

Misawa, Japan Military Astro (METEOR)
Misawa, Japan Military INSUFFICIENT DATA

Mishawaka, Indiana ea INSUDPFICIENT DATA

Sao Paulo, Brazil Civilian Astro (LSTEOR;

(CASE MISSING)

George AFB, Cal ifornia: Military-Civilian (RADAR) BALLCON

Georgs AFB, California “ Military UNIDINTITIED -

San Diego, California / -- Astro (iZTEOR)
Cyprus * / British Scientist HSUTFSICIENT DATA

Albuquerque, New Mexico ' Multiple BALLOON

Ellenton, South Carolina~ Civilian UNIDSNTIFIED
Portland, Oregonv apipeme Other (SEARCHLIGHYTS)

(CARDS MISSING)

Korea / Military BALLOONS

ADDITIONAL REPORTED SIGHTINGS ( NOT CaszS)

LOCATION SCIRCS EVALUATION

San Francisco, Cslifornia ' aii (PHOTCS )
Pacific Ocean ~- Hydrographic Sulletin Astre (MSTEOR)


