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3. PHOTOS |
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7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION |

j4-8 seconds

10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING

Orange-yellow color.
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» LOCATION

Bethesda, Maryland _

4.

4 civilians

6. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE

1-9
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12, CONCLUSIONS

0

0

seamen |

Was Balloon

Probobly Balloon

Possibly Belloon
TYPE OF OBSERVATION

O) Wos Aircroft
tH Ground- Visual D Ground-Radar GO Probobly Aircroft
O Aire Vi wal 9 hir--Intercapt Rodor Possibly Aircraft

6. SOURCE Wos Astronomical

(1 Probably

| @]

Astronomical

Possibly Astronomicol
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Insufficient Data for Evaluation

Unknown
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11. COMMENTS

Lights in V Formation.

Straight and level maneuvers. Sighted V shaped formation of lights

Data on formation in report.

No a/c in area.



ee eee

ScUERICAL OBJ.0TS FLYING IN VES FORUATION, OBJECTS LLSCRIBLD AS PAINT

TT 102

hig 18 Apr 52

TO ATIAA-20 RUPPELT FM AFOIN-V/TC FOURNET -~,. a CSAF ITEM 9
fA) ATIAA

FOLLOWING INFO REPORTED THIS MORNINGVIA TELEPHONL BY MR

ieee NW, WASHINGTON, D.C.

AT ABOUT 0100 HRS TOUAY, WHIL! STANDING IN YARO OF FRIEND IN

BSTHESUA, MO., MageAND 3 FRILLS OBSERVED WHAT APPRARED TO
oS RSTN BY IE Ly,

OR vIFSUSID LIGHT, ORANGH IN COLOR ANY FATRLY SHARPLY LIPIMiL, FORVATION

CONTAINED BETWLEN 7 AND 15 onsi00s, ALL PERFECTLY SPACKD ANU MAINTAINING

PIRF.CT FORMATION, INCLULUY ANGLYOF VEL WSTIMATED AT 40 DEGREES, FIRST

O3SERVEU IN SSH AT ELEVATION OF ABOUT 50 DEG, TRAVERSLY ARG APPROX 100 Lee IM

ABOUT 5 SECONLS AND LOST FROM VILW ALMOST “DUE VOR AT APPROX 30_ DEG ELLVATION,
Owe eee

NO SOUND HARRY, ESTIMATE THAT OBJU01S ACCOUNTLY FOR ABOUT 30 PLAGLNT OF
ee ene

TOTAL SPAC ALONG A LeG OF THh Vik, WuATHIR DESCRIBED AS CLLAR VITH NO

CLOULS NOTICHD,

SSN, SEED TO BY VERY INTELLIGENT, SINCERS AND MOST COOP#RATIVE, THIS IS

PRELIMINARY INFO, WILL MAKES EFFORT TO CONTACT OTHER THREE OSSERVERS THIS

APL RNOON, THEN, IPF IT APPLARS VARRANTSU, WILL CiikCK ON JiT FLIGHTS FRO

ANDREV'S, WILL ADVISE YOU OF ANY OTIMER LITAILS WHICH BUCO AVAILABLE. PLS

AWTS. WHAT ACTION YOU CONTEMPLATE, Ti? ANY.

nm ms nage ese DOWNGRADED AT $3 YBAB INTERVALENL CSAP ITEM © “stages ‘otis DECLASSIFIED ADTER 13 waneALB;
{oR si: 

BOD Dik 6260.19
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| ostination of speed caleulated at minisua to he ta cxeesa of 1500 not

| Vased on tila, no Durther cokion contesplated 24 present Wat vil uals !
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‘(If more space is needed, continue on a plain sheet of paper.)
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR PREPARING AND SUBMITTING FORM

1. Submit ONE cfpy of the completed form to./, a 1000 hours of day
Messe e is ty’he sent Unless special arrehaments ere made with

ATIPA for lete sumicsion, messeres received after 1000 hovrs will

no* be sent un*il te followin; confercnece

Complete form as follows:

Block 1.

Block 2,

Block 3.

Block 1,

Block 5.

Block 6,

Block 7.

Block 8,

Block 9,

Preparing office omit. Will be completed by telecon operator,

If a classified messag2, stexp in security classification. If

not a classified message, enter "Unclassified".

Enter date the message will be sent, not date prepared.

Enter name and symbol of sender.

Enter name and symbol of receiver.

If a classified message, enter as the first two words of the

message “Security Information,” then proceed with the message.

If not a classified message, omit the words "Security

Infermaticn.".

Originator enter signature and symbol. (May or may not be the
seme person whose name appears in Block }:.)

Coordinators enter name end symbol.

Air Adjutant General enter signature.

Bottem of form. If a classified message, stamp in security classificatien,
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cSay ITEM 7 LES Tt

' SECURITY INFO

TO ATLAA©2C RUPPELT

FROM AFOLN-V/TC FOURNET |
REF CSAF ITEM 7 TT 102 DTD 18 APR 52, AG
ADDITIONAL INFO THES SIGHTING, MijgiiAiil

|, EBs 10

VAS FIRST OF & OQSSERVERS TO SIGHT OBJZCTS,

2WAS CONTACTEDBY TELEPHONE AND REPORTED HIS Sey !

IMPRESSIONS AS FOLLOWS:

ESTIMATES TIME 0139 HRS ON 19 APR.

STANDING IN FRONT YARD OF FRIEND In PETHESDAN

MD WITH 3 FRIENDS, INCLUDING i? i

WHO GAVE FIRST REPORT FIRST

— “SIGHTSD OBJECTS AT ABOUT40 DEG ELEV IN SOUTH,

BSERVED CONTINUOUSLY FoR 4 TO § SECONDS WHILE

OBJECTS CONTINUED TOWARD NORTH ON STRAIGHT_

' PATH AND LOST FROM VIEW AT ABOUT 63 DEG

TLEY IN NORTH WHEN TREE OBSTRUCTED VISION,

QUJECTS DESCRIBED AS FORMING VEZ FORMATION

CONSISTING OF 7 OR 9 OBJECTS PLUS ONE IN CENTER

AGOUT AT INTERSECTION OF LINES DRAWN BETWEEN

SICOND OBJECT IN ONE LEG AND THIRD OBJECT IN

OPPOSITE LEG, THUS GIVING IMPRESSION oF

LETTER A, OBJECTS SPACEDUNIFORMALY WITH

OWE AT A PEX AND 3 OR & IN EACH LEG OF VEE,

INCLUDED. ANGLE OF YEE ASOUT40 DEG, PECL AS Avisa 1

ORJECTS MAINTAINED PERFECT POSITION IN

FORMAT IGN TIAWouT,

PLL O8JECTS UNIFORM IN SIZE AND COLOR.

NESCRESED AS ORANGE YELLOW COLOR LIGHT Sources

LOSER TQ ORANGE THAN YELLOW . DISC SHAPED IN

LATERAL PLANE BUT COULD NOT ASCERTAIN SHAPE

VERTICAL PLANE EACH OBJECT SHARPLY

OFINED, BIAMETER ONE OBJRCT ESTIMATED

TQ OS Lo PERCENT TOTAL LENGTH OF ONE LES © “<
j



Pa eh cial ©Bik eee wits Tas 4

ALL OBJZCTS UNIFORM IN SIZE AND COLOR,

DESCRISED AS ORANGE YELLOW COLOR LIGHTSources

CLOSER TO ORANGE THAN YELLOW , DISC SHAPED 1)

o
o

LATERAL PLANE SUT COULD NOT ASCERTAIN SHAPE

iN VERTICAL PLANE, EACH OBJECT SHARPLY

2 FIND, DIAMETER ONE OBJECT ESTIMATED
tO BE is PIRCENT TOTAL LENGTH OF ONE LEG OF

UNASLE YO NOTICE ANYTHING BSTWEEN OSJECTS,

2 SOUND HEARD , FORMATION ” SEEMED T

an. ieae ys om ree os . +e rv. 5 nor ~~ raed .eA TO Bf CLEAR WEiTH NO CLOUDS NOTICED AND

5 " Ts i NY: 3 ie EP HONE GN

TPACUW TN » aie :wASHEhMGTONEXCUANGE, STATES THAT VISION

SATED UP TO UP TO 20/15, HE HAD NOT SEEN LIFE
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AND CONSEQUENTLY HIS IMPRESSIGN VERY HAZY,

HE DID NOT SEZ OSJECTS UNTIL ‘ALMOST DIRECTLY

CERNE AD AND LOST FROM Vinw AT ABOUT 390
DEG-EVEV IN NORTH,- ESTIMATES TIME OF OBSERVATIONa

n

2 OR & SECONDS, APPEARE" TO DE HAZY WHITE

SIGLE MASS OF LIGHT IN SHAPE OF ELONGATED

iWITH SHARP APEX LIKE VEE, HO SOUND
¢

APPEARED TO TRAVEL AT HIGH SPEED. MAYONE neecenne:npire RA by oe me a

SRATINENT INFOAVAILABLE FROM 1:2 hy

PRIMARLLY BECAUSE OF POOR VISION AND SHORT PTRIOD
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tu guy MPH LAL 1000 FE ALT. WEATHER

SAID TO BE CLEAR WITH NO CLOUDS NOTICED AND

AND DID NOT RECALL SEEING MocN’, RSE

APPEARED TO BE QUITE INTELLIGENT AND VERY

cops;ative, i 1s eee |

Gee: Ba $THESDA, oe

aepeneeumamg, TELEPHON? QQ 6y |
WASHINGTON EXCHANGE, STATES THAT VISION |

RATED UP TO UP TO 20/13, WE HAD NOT SEEN LIFE |

ARTICLE PRIOR TO SIGHTING, (

THAT SIGHTING WAS ARE. HE CORRCSORATES TIME
Le

ie Parents bara ties AOTC pe :
: AUD GENER) ro)3e5< of Gi J J ye sal REPO:RTE D BY

: STATES VISION VERY POOR € WEARS CONTACT LENSES)

AND CONS ENTLY HIS IMPRESSION VERY HAZY,

1 DID NOT SEE OBJECTS UNTILALMOST DIRECTLY

| GQVERHEAD AND LOST FROM Yiud AT ASOUT3

DEG EYSY IN NORTH.- ESTIMATES TIME OF OLSERVATION

5 OR 6 SECONDS. APPEARE” TO GSE HAZY WHITE

' QIGLE MASS OF LIGHT IN SHAPE OF ELCHGATED

U YUITH SHARP APEX LIKE VEE. iO SOUND

PPPsPARE 2) TO *t RA VEL AT Ht GH :5Ser zo.Some eeiQ OFeidnaal niesseniBeiar pe coat eleSh ATE” ge 2g ne at ee aD a
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LINE 57 FROM THE TOP SHOULD READ | |

CLNERAL DATA OF SIGHTING AS REPORTED BY
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DOW NGR ADED ATS$ YEAS INTERVALS:
DECLASSSTs10 ging, 2 YRARS.
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APPENDIX VII

Bethesda land = 18 Avril 1952

Four civilians reported that they observed a V-fornation of fron 7 to 9
lights traveling north over Bethesda, Meryland, at 0130 sST on 18 April 1952.

LJ

The included angle of the formation or "V" was estinated to be 40°. There
wags one light at the apex and three to four in each leg. Each light apveared

to be oranre-yellow, circular, and to occupy 15 percent of the total length

of the leg.

The fornation, or object, was first sighted at an elevation of about 60°

in the south and disapveared behind some trees at 60° in the north, The total
time of observation was fron four to cight seconds and there was no sound,|

All four observers were interrorated and their accounts of the incident
were sinilar, They stated that they had not seen the Life Magazine article

describing the Lubbock incident prior to the sighting.

II, STATUS OF INVESTIGATION
— — weesome

The possibility of jet aircraft in the area was checked. A siniler revort

-f light formations did turn out to be very probably a B-45 type aircraft,

sowever, no jets were known to be in the area at the tine of this incident.

III, CONCLUSIONS

Mone.

POWNGRADED AT 8 YHA, OYPITIVALY,

DOD DIR 5200.10

T52-10889 18
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