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. | APPENvIX IV

| Seattle, Washington - 1 May 1952

I. JPESCRIPTIONOF TICIDENT

At approximately 0124 to 0132 PST, on li May 1952 many incividuels re-
.ported sighting a virid blue object with flaming sparks or streamers coring

nearly straight down over Seattle, Washington, The odject exploded in «
brilliant flash, ligiting up the sky and then disappeared. After the exlo-

sion, some of the wimesses experienced a trezor or shock wave of approximately

nine seconds duratior.

II, ry THe LiVESTISaT ION

Two local astron:mers were contacted and they stated that the object was

a meteor. At the prisent tine the astronomers are searching for fragmexts to

confirm their statemnt. .

III, CONCLUSIONS

Object was probdily a neteor but file will not be closed mtil confirming
eviderce is found. .
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AirForce Checks Data
On Presumed Meteor

(Continued from Page 1.)

an earthquake had rocked the

Pacifie Northwest.

After hearing descriptions! ®fOss Our course, apparen

of the object, trained ob-
servers agreed the visitor was a

meteor, drawn by earth’s gravity shock wave was felt in the plane.
from deep space, to blow itself to
pieces as friction from the atmos-

phere heated it-to extreme tem-|
peratures. ‘

More susceptible viewers
guessed the object to be a “Rus-|felt a “definite shock wave” about
sian bomb,” a guided missile, or|2 to 2% minutes after the firs
a “flying saucer.”

At least four competent ob-|,

servers had grandstand views of!
“o ”

the “fireball.” They were the the Civil Aero
pilot and co-pilot of an airliner,

coming in for a landing at Seat-
tle-Tacoma International Airport,

a United States Weather Bureau
observer there and a centrol tow-

er operator.

PILOTS SAW IT—

Capt. B. C. Carlson and Co-

Pilot Earl Perry, flying a Spo-

kane-Seattle’, shuttle for North-
west Aiclines, said the meteor

first flared at 1:32 a. m. by his
watch and burst into flaming
fragments at about 8,000 feet.

Carison said:

“We were approaching Ho-

* In the furnace,” Lyman said,

bart on a due west course at

7,000 feet... The flash pro-

from south to north

tly

between us and the airport.” |

Perry and Carlson said n

But, from the observation roof

at the airport, Weather Observer

Sid Howick traced the course of

the ragged banners of flame and

burst of light. -!

From the airport control tower,

irway Operations Specialist

Robert Wiley laconically noted in
nautics: Administra-

tion logbook:

“Observed very brilliant blue

light at 1:32 a.m. (PDT). Ap-

peared light all of airport and

originate from northeast direc-

tion. Land tremor (explosion)

followed. about 2 minutes after-

ward.”

OVER WIDE AREA—

The flare was seen and th

blast was felt in all sectors o

Seattle, and surrounding com

munities. The State Patrol re

ported the blast was felt in

Everett, Tacoma and Bremerton

Typical of hundreds of Seattl

iresidents jarred out of sound
Sleep were Mrs. G. V. Rooney,
519 N. 67th St., who said “The

‘windows rattled and we thought

the house was coming down.” -

J. T. Skelly, 7125-44th Ave.

S.W., who described the rumbl
that followed the flash as a “five-

shock wave that shook my house.”

SAW FLASH—
From thé window of his Mercer]

Island home, Guy L. Bettinger,|
7424 W. Mercer Way, saw what
he described as a “tremendou
flash in the sky.” He said:

“The light seemed to go
straight up, like a huge electric

- arc—something like when a.

transformer explodes. The
apex of the light seemed to he
about as high as Mount
Rainier.

“I thought right away there
had heen a terrific explosion.
I braced for a shock. It seemed
like 144.to 2 minutes before the
shock wave hit.”

Engineer Reports

On Meteor
.. No one got a better “fix’’ on
Sunday's meteor than Don E, Ly-
man, Seattle engineer.
Lyman was standing at a win-

dow in his home, 16838-19th Ave.
S. W., when the flash blinded
‘him momentarily, . = ~~

Reacting quickly, he went t
work with watch and compass.
These were his observations:
The flash came at 1:24 a. m. by

his watch. It was. of 9 seconds’
duration. The normal brightness
of the flash was maintained for
4 seconds. In color it was a mer-
cury or magnesium blue, with

ed :2'2 minutes after the flash.
This would put the explosion
or 31 miles away. The flash wa
21 degrees above. the horfzon and
18 degrees east of north,

“The tremor had @ deep,
deep sound like somehody down
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LINE OF FLIGHT—Shown on this map is the path and the bursting
point of the aerial object. that flashed over Western Washington carly

Sunday. As the map shows, the object, apparently a meteor, traveled

from south to north and burst into fragments at the point indicated
on. the map. Position was determined by eyewitness reports from aa
airliner and various ground observers. After bursting, fragments of the

object traveled to the northwest into an area not covered by the map.

Dotted lines and arrows indicate direction of sight of cyewitnesses who
established approximate location of the burst..

eied Post-Intelligencer Map.)

‘Not Seen On
Radar

Astronomers th ro ughout
the nation, and the United

{States Air Force, guardian of
the skies, displayed keen: in-

terest Sunday in the fiery ob-

ject that flashed across the

Seattle area in the blackness

of the early morning, then
exploded violently.

Scientists who make a study of
phenomena of outer space con-
cluded the fiery object was a

large meteor thatTMstreaked

through the earth’s blanket of

air and disintegrated into flam-

ing streamers.
However, the Air Force has be.

come interested in all sky visitors
since it is charged with the job

of keeping a‘radar watch of all

things, natural and man- made,
that pass overhead.

CHECKING DATA—

As eyewitness accounts of the

strange light and following blast

came in from widely scattered

parts of Western Washington,
astronomers expressed the opin-

jon that an unusually big fireball
had been destroyed aloft in

spectacular manner.

Col. T. Allan Bennett, com-

manding officer of the 25th Air
‘|Force Defense Division, McChord

Air Force Base, ‘also leaned
toward the theory that the object
which expluded at 1:26'a. m. was
a meteor. But he said his office
is making: a thorough check of*
eyewitness reports and is anxious
to receive them. _

Bennett: said he doubted that
the object could have been an
‘aircraft or guided missile,

None of the radar installations
in the Pacific Northwest: net-

work picked up the object. on

their screens, he said.

ANGLE—
Asked if the. speed of the ob-

ject may have eluded the radar,

Bennett said that the angle, rath-
er than speed, probably was what

caused it not to show as a “blip”
on’ the radar scopes.

“If it was a meteor, it was

probably’ coming nearly straight

down, That would make it very

difficult to track. The indica-

tions might be so insignificant .

that radar wouldn’t pick it up,”
he said,

“If it was-an aircraft or a

: guided missile, we would have “
picked it up,” he continued. °

‘REQUEST—
| Bennett asked that anyone find.
ing a “strange” piece of material
jreport: it to his organization at

McChord.

_ Bennett said that the ground
observer phase of the air defense
setup is not at present on a 24-

hour basis, and said no ground
observers had reported seeing
the flash.

The two-second blast, a tremen-
dous blue-white flare, caused no

ascertainable damage, but police,
fire’ department and newspaper
switchboards were jammed by

puntnede of anxious: calls from



potit of the acrial objeet that finshed over Western Washington catty Oeanie in ir 0) 7 ate tee

~ Sunday. As the map shows, the object, apparently a metcor, traveled reer a “Wea: Wealienen hy i
> from south to north and burst into fragments at the point indicated | astronomers on ressed the oe _

4 on the map. Position was determined by eyewitness reports from an | ? : P . _—
. airliner and various ground observers. After bursting, fragments ‘of the wasnt seesually ge engel
object traveled to the northwest into an arca not covered by the map. cular steers e t
Dotted lines and acrows indicate direction of sight of eyewitnesses who Col. T. Allan Bennett, com-

stablish i i ; °established approximate location of the sc 5 citigencer Map.) _ |Manding officer of the 25th Air

Force Defense Division, McChord

Air Force Base, ‘also leaned

toward the theory that the object
which at 1:26a. m. was
a meteor. ‘But.he said his office

is making: a thorough check of

eyewitness reports and is anxious ©
to receive them. ~ *

‘ Bennett said he doubted that

the object could have been an

= ; ‘aircraft or guided missile,
= None of the radar installations
3 in the Pacific Northwest net-

work picked up the object on

their screens, he said. :

ANGLE—
Asked if the speed of the ob-

ject may have eluded the radar.
Bennett said that the angle, rath-

jer than speed, probably was what

Pa to show as a “blip”.
on the radar scopes. ae

. . “Jf it was a meteor, it was

probably coming nearly straight

‘down, That would make it very

difficult to track. The indica-

tions might be so insignificant

that radar wouldn’t pick it up,”

he said.

“If it was an aircraft or a

guided missile, we would have /

picked it up,” he continued.

'REQUEST—

| Bennett asked that anyone find-

ing a “strange” piece of material
jreport it to his organization at

{McChord.
|, Bennett said that the ground
observer phase of the air defense

setup is not at present on a 24-
hour basis, and said no ground

observers had reported secing

the flash.

The two-second blast, a tremen-

° dous blue-white flare, caused no
ascertainable damage, but police,

fire department and newspaper

switchboards were jammed by

jhundreds of anxious calls from
‘suddenly-awakened persons.

| .Many believed, after the blast,

\ oniinued on Page 2 Column 4)
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ourt Meteor Explodes With A Roar; |

3 On |Scares Thousands In Seattle |
. By Associated Press

ay SEATTLE,. May 11—A giant meteor’ swished across western
¢ Washington and exploded with a tremendous flash and roar over

Criticize |Seattleat 1:26 a.m. today.

It ‘frightened thousands of: persons. as it lighted the sky and
4 Rail . rattled doors and windows.

. No pieces were found, however, and the greatest damage seem

to: have been inflicted on the people's nerves.

iy 11.—(UP)| 4.30-second rumble followed the| :
ceel’ industry|breaking apart of the celestial! It was a blue-white magnesium

rguments be-|visitor into an estimated four to Color,” they reported over the po-
rt tomorrow) 1(, Jarge pieces. : lice radio. “It lit up the sky like
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vesident Tru-| Altitude Estimated ‘ oa

rity to seize! Witnesses found it difficult to; ome sumed te eeited
estimate the object's altitude and ; Bi

will contend:speed, but triangulation fixed the “@llers whose fear «anged from
ample power explosion point somewhere over iron of an atom bomb to an
April 8 to'just north of Greenlake in north! €2rthquake. Very few thought of

strike by the'central Seattle. e — 4 '
iteelworkers.| The Coast Guard estimated from , ge bo } — — re wo
ter that the early reports that it might have} ey ee ee eee
itutional au-'been as low as 2,000 feet when it find piecesof the meteue.
to. seize its burst. However, Capt. Bert Cari-| {
a . $son, a Northwest Airlines pilot,! #

finds acting said it appeared to be only a littre| [4p
lip B. Perl-, below his altitude of 8,000 teet. ES

r Baitimore| Carlson said he was_ flying) i EB INSPECTIONS
itted against/ toward Seattle when the ball o¢| ASS syuazeltaqatI ih cd 3
attorney—/fire appeared, traveling: from the <P EUR TOOIC- 930 REIBOLD BLDG: %

nowned con-|southwest toward the northeast.| Sakmiae '
1924 Demo |It exploded in a brilliant flash and|°

esident. broke apart: ° ; “ Oe
There were no estimates imme- iy r Ai a S

oe ‘ Idiately available-as to the size of ,
e cour as|the meteor. --:. ‘ pee shy ?

when it will! : : Torture “Nearly”
*-er both sides! !-ike Chain Lightning ‘

nent, proba-| Reports to the Coast Guard sai:t Locked My Joinis.
it may hand tne object broke into eight or 1) TM his suffering is now a thing of the past—

wuple of weeks pieces. Police Sgt. Lee Drake,| Santi,"{is wondcrformula for arthritin,
much later a patrolling in the north end of] This miracle-medicine (called NORITO)..

S e je} of swollen joints, i

ir statements |lake. Two other policemen, J. H.! yang whe tsve ener forming.Thowe
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Cool, damp breezes— .

Watch out for sneezes

Official U. 8. Weather Map on Pare 25

SUNDAY TEMPERATURES ©
58

‘m. 54

en

a4aheight ‘estimated ¢as low ever, that it Might have 7,000 feet when it suddenly was inclined to doubt that the found, Kuir

SEATTLE — An unidenti- as 2,000 feet. been higher than reported shattered into eight pieces object exploded even as low cause they
sn ean seaey = sant eRe fe bd : _by observers. ° which looked like chain light- as 7,000 feet. reaching g:
meteor— “rumbled like a HOUSA of persons = ning. What appeared to be On; , they are —

freight train” across the sky were awakened by the con- . Dr. Fred L. Whipple, fireballs trailed to the earth, 19 hig par Bin, Sapnaoi noticed.
and exploded over Seattle cussion, but there was no re- Harvard University meteor « pe said. op aa The cha
early Sunday. port of damage. , expert, said that if the Wash- ie ee ps a — = or a larst

The Air Defense Command The phenomenon was at meton blast had been a little AN ASTROMONER at the cp = ; —_ one strikis
began an immediate investi- first definitely believed to be | lower than reported it might Yerkes Observatory, Lake aS Cee Oe “exten

: have wiped out all of Seattle 2 gests that it was somewhat
gation. caused by a meteor exploding hee : Geneva, Wis., said the Seattle jower than the usual height said,
The explosion bathed this within the earth’s atmosphere. and its inhabitants. phenomenon apparently was a -” The fam

industrial city of 500,000 But astromoners said it’ . Northwest Airlines Pilot “fireball” — a big meteor . whiatie zona is ver?
persons in an eerie blue-white was almost impossible for a Bert Carlson sighted the ob-. heavy enough to penetrate “METEORS’ surfaces burn recent site
light and knocked city dwell- meteor to get within 2,000. Ject as he prepared to land at into the earth’s lower atmos- off rapidly from friction with ‘Canada apy

ers from their beds. feet of the ground before dis- Seattle-Tacoma international phere, the air and they often explode _ before the -
airport. But the Yerkes expert, from the tremendous heat.” ’ J. Hugh

The blast was visible from

60 miles away, and occurred
So Se

integrating. |

Some pointed out, how- He said it was at about
eR SI a

Prof. Gerard Kuiper, said he Fragments are seldom gional direc
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as at about

Detvoi

7,000 feet when it suddenly

shattered into eight pieces

which looked like chain light-

ning. What appeared to be

fireballs trailed to the earth,

he said.
> 4+ &.

AN ASTROMONER at the

Yerkes Observatory, Lake

Geneva, Wis., said the Seattle

phenomenon apparently was a

“fireball”

phere.

But the Yerkes expert,

Prof. Gerard Kuiper, said he

—a big meteor:

heavy enough to penetrate .

into the earth’s lower atmos-

On Guard for Ses a ES
A

was inclined to doubt that the

object exploded even as low

as 7,000 feet. .

“Fireballs usually explode

10 to 15 miles up,” he said.

“However, anything can

happen, and the reported

force of the explosion sug-

gests that it was somewhat

lower than the usual height.

* 7 +

“METEORS’ surfaces burn
off rapidly from friction with

the air and they often explode ©

from the tremendous heat.”

Fragments are seldom

osion a Meieor?

found, Kuiper said, either be-
cause they burn up before

reaching ground or because

they are too small to be

- noticed.

_ The chances of 2 meteor

or a large fragment from

one striking the earth are

“extremely rare,” Kuiper
said.

‘The famed crater in Ari-

.zona is very old, he said, and

‘recent sites discovered in

Canada appear to date from

before the Ice Age.

| J. Hugh Pruett, Pacific re- |

gional director of the Ameri-

Vol. 122—No.7

s

,can Meteor Society, said:

“Unless it was an infernal

machine of some kind, it could

have been a huge meteor.”

* *

THREE SEATTLE police

prowl cars reported the ob-

ject exploded over Green Lake

in North Seattle at about

2,000 fect.

Sidney Howick, weather

observer at the Seattle-

Tacoma airport weather bu-

reau, said: “It was sort of a

lights-on, lights-off thing. It

lasted two seconds at most.

METRO FINAL

WE VISIT ADRIAN

Reporter Louis Cook Tells
About Bustling City,

with Pictures by

Doug Kennedy

“Everything turned blue.

As soon as it went out there

were fireballs or something

falling straight down like

fireworks. That came in an-

other couple of seconds.

Two or three minutes later

I heard the rumble.”

Most observers agreed the

object was travelling from
southwest to northeast when

?t blew up.

Ten hours after the ex-

plosion, there were no reports

of damage or recovered frag-

_ ments.
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1. DATE ( “]2 Location ( 12. CONCLUSIONS

11 May 52 George AFS, California / 0 Wos Balloon
PILE LEALER RNR! WM ice eReeanesc ee eye enone O Probably Balloon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 14. TYPE OF OBSERVATION OH Pessibly Bolloon

'

Local 12220 PDST — | & Ground- Vi sual DO Ground-Roador OG Wos Aircroft :a Probobly Aircroft

GMT e } © AirVisuol O Air-intercept Rador |9 Possibly Aircroft
5. PHOTOS lat 6. SOURCE 5 bane gr pan

es P robobly Astronomicol
2 No Aimsan first cless O Possibly Astronomicol

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE O Other
CES Insufficient Data for Evaluation

3 minutes 1 O Unknown

10, BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS

White color. Disc shaped. Source stated object looked like a

. “Flipping? end over end on lateral axis - white paper plate traveling at speed of

; made 90 degree turn. jet a/c. Saw 2 other small objects
Reported by only one source - possibly behind the first ohe.

paper or other object in a strong thermal.

Other reparts from same source indica

he's an "goserver".

Note’ 2 Smace Stores Ary] oOSecw lEcaiiyrd As Csi
oP THe BY to Gee“he AFB CAS. THIS Leer Com Meas

eit, ot £ ;
“

SsTIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP $2).
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Zi COFTRBMRWG ONE FOUR SIXHEEORGE AFB CALIF ae A
(0 JEDEN/CONGEN AIR DIFENSE COMMAND ENT AFB COLO UnctASsIFIED »
INFO JEDWP/CHIEF AIR TECHNICAL CTR WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OHIO

SPHQ/DIR OF INTELLIGENCE DC S/O HOS USAF WASHINGTON TWO FIVE DC

Y CITE 146 FBY WD02 5-395 PD SEE |

OBSERVER SIGHTED UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS ON THREE SEPARATE
1020S omen ne A Oe ewes. weer © temmnmesesnee eeee ere meen,

SCASIONS.| FIRST OBSERVATION MADE WAS OF AN OBJECT(S) DESCRIBED AS

"MOTIONLESS AND SHIMMERING*®,. THE OBSERVER REPORTED THAT THE SIZE OF

3

ME OBJECT WAS SMALL, ALTHOUGH ITS MINUTENESS PREVENTED ANY ACCURATE
aa RR Oe Oren es oom mente MOS RCB Ons mee,Pace en et OO OOa eee

oe een tne eneenmsamen manner
re aad

STIMATE OF SIZE AND SHAPE./ E SECOND OBJECT WAS REPORTED TO BE
Ne ay get ON RRR te meee ymate Mee bse, mentite Pahaerg eee

MAVELING AT GREAT SPEED, COVERING HALF THE LENGTH OF THE SKY FROM

JHERE THE OBSERVER WAS STANDING TO THE HORIZON IN TEN SECONDS,

set ttt nee et Ne tt etta ORS Ae Ot amen ne wm,

SSTIMATED SPEED WAS 21589 MILES PER HOUR ,) THE THIRD OBJECT WAS
emer ITD EPO m wrmrenesor +s werpe ee aor

TOS Oe Ceawe essese

ESCRIBED AS LOOKING"LIRKE“AWHITE PAPER PLATE, FLIPPING END OVER a

Be a ee le a Oe aE =
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Vi COETRBMRWG ONE FOUR SIX EORGE AFB CALIF or

) JEDEN/COMGEN AIR DIFENSE COMMAND ENT AFB COLO NCEASSIFI=D
NFO JEDWP/CHIEF AIR TECHNICAL CTR WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OHIO

EPHO/DIR OF INTELLIGENCE DC S/O HAS USAF WASHINGTON TWO FIVE pc

Y CITE 146 FBY WD02 5-395 PD SSRIS
SSERVER SIGHTED UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBgELTS ON THREE SEPARATE

© ane t aat Seetoccearsne ee OES

cca aiaiiate OBSERVATION MADE WAS OF AN OBJECT(S) DESCRIBED AS
MOTIONLESS AND SHIMMERING". THE OBSERVER REPORTED THAT THE SIZE OF

ME OBJECT WAS SMALL, ALTHOUGH ITS MINUTENESS PREVENTED ANY ACCURATE
M8 AAIt COTO DPE At At OY PAG COLES Oe + ONE OEPnews0 OR arma

oe seae 109nmnwam eoeewe

STIMATE OF SIZE AND SHAPE. . “SECOND OBJECT WAS REPORTED TO BE
fo AeA Re, ag 9 OOOO 08 Cees ee en eee OHO w Oey ome cate Cae Mare eee

r
a

eee OEROO OL DOOS OOOH RD

RAVELING AT GREAT SPEED, COVERING HALF THE LENGTH OF THE SKY FROM

HERE THE OBSERVER WAS STANDING TO THE HORIZON IN TEN SECONDS.
er en ee ee

“——

STIMATED SPEED WAS 158% MILES PER wei 6) THE THIRD OBJECT WAS

ieeaeshntahehiamndamtintenietetal Satea

ewer ee.——w Peetete ee wee,

ESCRIBED AS LOOKINGLIRE“AWHITE PAPER PLATE, FLIPPING END OVER

AGE TWO JWPGG 925

ND. ITS SPEED WAS COMPARABLE TO THAT OF A JET PLANE, ALTHOUGH

ATER WHEN SIGHED AGAIN IT APPEARED TO HAVE REDUCED ITS PACE.

OVEMENT OF THE OBJECT WAS ACCOMPLISHED WHILE FLIPPING END OVER END.

"IO OTHER OBJECTS DESCRIBED AS BEING LIKE THAT ONE MENTIONED IN THE

‘IRST OBSERVATION APPEARED LATER IN THE PATH OF THE FLIPPING

PAPER PLATE". ONE WAS NOT CONTINUALLY VISIBLE BECAUSE IT WAVERED

WD. SUN WAS REFLECTED ON IT AS IT TURNED« THE OTHER OBJECT WAS

SIBLE CONSTANTLY. TWO SMALL OBJECTS FLEW IN WING FORMATION

"MOTIONLESS", LARGE OBJECTS MADE 94 DEGREE TURN OVER BASE.) FIRST
oeeed teNeen ee meneoom sre eerncrm oreo acai

eo eee rememrereone OF ty

Jae!

eneee ae tae

ein piel
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JECT SIGHTED AT 1258 HOURS, 9 MAY 1952, FOR ABOUT 2% SECONDS.
ROSAOo wien 8

-" ses epee os
2 6aee te COS OO i, ae Bet en ee ee ets AA ALLA OE LEO

SECOND OBJECT SIGHTED ON THE SAME DAY AT 1724 HOURS FOR ABOUT

1) SECONDSJ” THIRD OBJECT SIGHTED AT 1220 HOURS ON 41 MAY 1952. FIRST
anne

TIME OBSERVED FOR APPROX 3 MINUTES. SOME MINUTES LATER SAME OBJECT
POee eS ON Oe 18: eS AMINO AOE 0060. NOSE BE BRR BO RS mS IS CY LAA ORRS Om Om,

WAS SIGHTED ALONG WITH THE TWO OTHERS./OBSERVED WITH NAKED EYE FROM
028 e OnCO es eSOLE AES ONEREOTNTS B086s OARHOO OB OEE 8

THE SURFACE. FIRST OBJECT WAS SIGHTED BY THE MESSHALL(146TH)

NORTH-EAST SECTION, GEORGE AIR FORCE BASE. ALTITUDE 39,%999 FEET.
AO eearmeewewei SS OO HOTS EAT OY RG nee Bewwbenl tae ents a te obese:

STATIC NO VAPOR TRAILS OR NOISE. SECOND OBJECT WAS SIGHTED BY THE
uae $0 ee enccagee As sowense men were-sierenerem ¢

TASE BALL FIELD ABOUT 3 BLOCKS AWAY FROM WHERE THE FIRST ON WAS
4

SIGHTED. GOING SOUTH, ALTITUDE 533,990 - 49,43% FEET. NO VAPOR

neeA OS aN SSeSOl ISROOY LOD Re oc et te EO te NT

TRAILS NO NOISE.(THIRD OBJECT SIGHTED AT BAKERY, ABOUT 3 2LOCKS
+e ee enna ae etereee nen mene ere Oe

GE THREE JWPGG. $25

FROM WHERE OTHER OBJECTS WERE SiSi-ED AT 43,%¢9-29,999 FEET. No
ee Oe eetreet net oo moe,Ne OR om tare oan etes ett em tee Oemh On ees Fe OE Hatt Anses OOO TER NORA e ean ne eno -eeeemm aouneee ore”

VAPOR TRAILS, NO NOISE{ OBSERVER WAS <<a,
- Ae ae 0 a ent eosAas eae Barr Os aati Ontewe ewe on9t scorn eres ey te

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE, WAS AN AUTOMOTIVE PARTS CLERK IN CIVILIAN

LIFE. HE IS TAKING INSTRUCTION FOR PRIVATE PILOTS LICENSE. CLEAR

SKY, LITTLE WIND, GOOD VISIBILITY. T-¢ AIRCRAFT DIRECTLY UNDER |

BJECT (4ST SIGHTED) APPROX 1493 FEET. NO PHYSICAL EVIDENCE OF

SIGHTING. NO INTERCEPTION ACTION TAKEN.

13/145492 MAY JUPGG
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UNCLASSIFIED

ern TERS

QWATH TICHTIER-BOMBER WING ae
eres “Air Foree Base PS ae ite

Victorville, California selpi2080

D) Statement of Observer

1, SE Go eis tho followin;
statement concerning certain unidentified objects observed by me on IL

May 19523

1. (me of tne 3 objects “that, T observe’ recevblad a reper plate

in shape and appearance and was of a flet white color, ‘The others were

too high to allow any accurate estinate as to share or sirebut hada

matellic glow. One of the emellier gd wae not continuallyv sible
because it esemed to waver or “hoh.” As it tuimed, the sun's reflection

on it would cause it to flint The other soni obvject wae continually
Visible ard beth ecemed to be in a wing forvation. The object resembling

the "paper pla. e" flippe? end over ent “ino dofinite Cirect‘lon, disape

nearing into the sowth with a spedof « jet fishter snd returnins oq

bout 5 minutes leter at= reduced snsed, 29 to 39 seconds after the

secon’ observation had cormence?}, I sav the "neper plete" objeat make

a gH? turn to the south end then it seewed to approach the two sraller
‘Ocjests, whieh did rot uske their anpeararece until the second observae

tion. There appenrved to be no interaction hetween the Mpaper plate"

objeat and the two amaller ones, I did not notice any noise or vapor

treails emenating from any of the objects.

2. I made the two sightings at 1229 and Lap The first obser

vetion lasted 1 winute und the secord ore les ved ltminute,

3. I observed the objects from the ground with the nalted eye,

4. Twas at the central pert oi George Air Fores ase when { mde

the obsservations. Georse Air Foreo Pase is loented 6 miles northwest
of Vievorville, California, ‘Tne larger "paper plat eoSh, oye roved in

@ southevest direction wher first sishtead, ‘hen I siete? it for the
second tine, it was neving exst arvroaching ma anc then headed | sout
after executing a 90° turn to the risht. Its altitvde was between
49,000 and 156,000 feet. The two enaller Sryente cid ret wove In any

irection but remained in the e1me general vic: inity, They were between
39,099an? 49,999 feet hich. ‘ 29

5. Ihave a high echool education anc m4 tesing Instruction as a

civilian licht aircraft pilot,

6, Weather vas clear, with sood visibility ard little wine in the

vicinii;.

7. Wo especial activity or condition which wicht account for the sighti

.

8. No physicel evidence ef theobservetion was anpaz

9. No interception or identification section tek,

10. No elireraft in the air in tha vicinity at th
time of observation. "
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Memorandum for Record

SUBJECT: Trip to George AFB on 20-23 May 1952

On 17 May 1952, a called Major Vincent Wolrath, Wing Intelligence
Officer of the }¢GtFighter Bomber Wing at George AFB, Calif. Major Wolrath stated
that due to the recent flurry of sightings he deemed it very advisable to send some-

one from ATIC to George AFB, ad orders cut and departed by commercial
air on 20 May 1952 arriving 4 AFB late on the evening of the 20th.

GEEREEEG® contacted Major Volrath who reviewed sightingsOn 21 May A992

on(j.9217-13-14)end20-May., Several of these sightings from a T-6, seemed to be
repe ve and plans were made to attempt to observe the object on the afternoon

who had piloted the T-6, dur us observations was con=

tactet,. offered to fly that P.M. and tak along as observer and to
assist in setting up an observation team, Both the Ground Control Intercept

(Radar) and Fighter Interceptor squadron of ADC were contacted and briefed on the

sightings and plans to observe from a 1-6, ‘They agreed to stand by all afternoon

on "D" channel of VHF in case the object was sighted, If it was, F-86's would be
ecrambled and rader would attempt a pick-up, A ground station and a ground observer

team headed by Major Wolrath was equipped with a ground VHF set and would have a

telescope to make ground observations from the George AFB line. Weather was

alerted in case a theodolite was needed, All VHF sets were set up for "Db" channel
on a special frequency to keep the interception of messages to a minimun,

At 1330 PIST, the T-6 was airborne. be ETE a lieca with a 135 m
telephoto lens in case photos could be taken, At 1430 PDST, the ground obser-

vation team called the T-6 and stated they were observing the object through a

telescope and it appeared to be a balloon, Also it was identical to several of the pre-

vious reports as previous observers were on the ground watching. The aerial search
was con with no success and at 1440 PDST the object disappeared. The aerial

search was broken off and the T-6 landed.

ara» contacted Edwards AFB and was informed that at 1438 POST a Rawin-
sonde oon from their station burst at 75,000'-80,000' SSE of their station

(approximately over George AFB).

It was concluded that the object was this balloon,
a eee, ummmmammmemmmsniestmttte tees 9,

8 Te )

On 22. May 1952, the entire day was spent interviewing sources of other

sightings. It will be noted that although some of the reports were attributed

to balloons, others could not be and are still being investigated.

Lt Ruppelt returned to W-P AFB on 23 May.

The cooperation received at George AFB was excellent, |



>sealer tee , : } APPENDIX VI

George AFB, Calif. = 1, 9, 13, 14, 20 May 1952

. LESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT

The sighting on 1 May 1952 at George AFB, Calif., was the first of a
sries of nine sightings there in a three week period, These sightings were

by military personnel,

a. 1 May 1952 = Five round, disc-shaped objects, flat white in color
hich gave no glare or reflection were sighted. They were in formation with

wee in fron* and two.in the rear, The latter two darted around :o a circular

r zig-zag macrer.

be 9 May 1952, 1030 PDST <= An unidentified round, silver object was

ighted visually from the ground and from two F-86 aircraft.

Cc. 9 May 1952, 1230 PDST - Two unidentified objects moving with the

urrent or bresze. at a slow speed, They appeared to be a silver metal color with
dark spot in the center and at certain angles to the sun gave off a —

lare,

“4. 9 May 1952, 1720 PDST = Object was of dull sullee ithe « thundercloud.
t was shaped like an arrowhead but had no known aerodynamic features.

e. 12 May 1952, 1220 PST = ject looked like a white paper plate
ipping end over end with an initial _ comparable to a jet although later

t reduced its pace,

f. 13 May 1952, 1425. PDST - Single object, appeared reed, shiny, metallic
hich glowed or reflected white or silver was observed for thirty minutes.

g- 14 May 1952, 1405 to 1430 PDST <= Same description as object sighted
a 13 May and by same sources.

h, 20 May 1952, 1425 PLIST - A silver colored, bright, round object was
bserved for five minutes, Initially the object was stationary but eventually

oved and faded away.

| STATUS OF INVESTIGATION

Only balloons released from Edwards AFB can be tracked accurately over
eorge AFB, consequently, for the most part they are the only balloons with

hich we are concerned. These balloons are released irregularly thus account-

ng for some of the unusual times of sightings reported in cases which are

robably balloons. —
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f Blue Book went to George AFB to inve

stigate the

b. .9 May 1952,
* §5 minutes prior to thi

c. 9 May 1952,
sighting.

a, 9 May 1952, 1720 PDST - No know activity which could account for
sighting. . ! No

ds AFB at 1340 PLST.

rted.
¢.° 13 May 1952 - Balloon launched from Edwer

No ballcon release officially repo

n released from Edwards AFB at 1332
 PDST.

Negi hu a. 1 May 1952 - wo Conclusions.

("pg May 1952, 1030 POST =
from Edwards AFB was the object sighted.

es 9 May 1952, 1230 PST - Very possible that 1
-thernals and swept along. A siciler sighting turned out to be just that.

d. 9 May 1952, 1720 PDST -

— TZ Cn May 1952 .- No conclusions.

- ¢. 13 May 1952 - Probably was balloon released from Edwards AFB, 45
minutes previous. 

; ;
fectly it .

No conclusions.

aj dedubedenceie to Djehang Ae alt Wigh bUbSRM olan eb: :
. o amet @ te em We o beta e ect eed a Sete © ee * oi? *. . ie .T ee eo? % aniak ?. ewes Yt

e* - . + ane . os .0e © ee 8 » oe. ore & ot 7 ' no! \- “ay ibe Sa" ee ae “ i ir
rr es.re. app eeye se ere


