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1. DATE 12. CONCLUSIONS2 LOCATION

classified location| __23 May 1952 2 | See *Elcentro"l3 May 5@ for
4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION3. DATE-TIME GROUP approx -<°

Wes Balloon
Probably Balloon
Possibly Balloon
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Probably Aircroft

Possibly Aircraft

Was Astronomico!
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Possibly Astronomicol

Other__ possibly metcor
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10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS

Possibly was meteor am one was reported in Roported *long streak* SE of El Centro
area, Same visual sources thought they saw for two sweeps of antenna,

a meteor, others said it was not, :
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12 May 1952 El Centro, California

Multiple Reports from Area



I. IDE

In the El Centro, Calif., Area on 13 May 1952 four separate reports of

unidentified acrial objects were nade. They were as follows:

3
a

a

@. 11152 - Hovering over El Centro, five "flying saucers” as large as
B-36's, with)a light underneath, disappeared to the southwest at a terrific
rate of speed. They were reported by the El Centro Sheriff‘s Office,

f o1) & atisz - An FOF pilot taking off from El Centro Naval Air Station
reported what appeared to be a shooting star diving at an angle of 60°.

c. 11422 - A sheriff's car at Neland, Calif., sighted a strange object

resenbling a parachute flare over the south end of the Salton Sea.

ad. 11502 - A-ccontrol tower operator at Yuna, Arizona, sighted an orangs

and blue object 320° and 20 miles from his position. After hovering for a
i short tine in one position, it changed to another position and began hovering

: = = Operator said it was sighted for too long a period to be a falling

star. |

II, SsTAatvs NVESTIGATION

There were no AF fighters airborne at the time but four FOF’s from El

Centro Naval Air Station were airborne from 1100Z to 12302.

TTI. CONCLUSIONS

a. It is possible that the FOF's and what appeared to be a shooting star

account for the first report.

b. ‘What appeared to be a shooting star was probabiy a meteor.

c. Bo conclusions.

.@. The tower operator stated that he had observed the same phenomenon

several times ‘previous and.is convinced that it is merely the reflection of
% automobile headlights on the highway at night.
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FOR OFFICIALUSE ONLY
(Uncl) Request for Tnves tigation

ATTAhe20 )2 1 WY 9552 Lt Ruppelt/vs.
SA20L/3 2630/2 de2

_ Reference is made to the inclosed covy of a wire message from liq USAF,

washington, DD, C.

2. | It is requested that OSI initiate an Sitestigntin of the sichtings of the
unidentified serial objects as described in the inelosed wire,

PERSONNEL & ADM It is requested that the following information be obtained in each instances ~

| @. Name and address of source, ;

b. Lescription of incident including shaoe, bearings, and elevations at
beginning and ending of sighting, tins in sight, and eny other pertinent infornation,.

RESEARCH& DEV.

4. | Expeditious handling of this investigation is requested,

-1 Incl | ss DOHALD L, BOWER, Colonel, USAT
Cy st] JEPHQ 356A Chief, Technical Analysis Division

Air Technical Intelligence Center

PROC.& IND, MOB.
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"PP JEDEN JBUSP: 222

DE JEPHQ 358A

P 132.362

Fil HQ USAF WASHDC

70 JEDEN/CGAIRDEFCOM ENT AFB COLO UNCLASSIFIED
JEDIP/CHIEF ATIC WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OHTO

FROM APOIN-1A2 42044. THE FOLLOSING CABLES FROM FLT SV¢ CENTER OLMSTEAD

AFB PA ARK QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION: “HOVERING OVER EL CENTRO

CALIF FIVE FLYING SAUCERS AS LARG! AS B~36 WITH LIGHT UNDERNEATH

DISAPPEARED TO SOUTH WEST WITH TERRIFIC RATS OF SPEED EL CENTRO WEATHER

AT 0315 PST CLEAR 15 MILES VIS 12 MI SIGHTWD AT 1911252 RePORTED

BY EL CENTRO CALIF SHERIFF'S OFFICE," . |

ADDIVIONAL INFO ON 130347 PST 1312152 FOF PILOT TAKING OFF AT

EL CLYUTRO NAS REPORTED WHAT APPEARED TO BE A SHOOTING STAR AT A DIVE

ANGLE OF Go DEG 1311422 SIERIFF'S CAR AT NILAND CALIF SIGHTSD A

STRANGZ OBJECT LIKE A PARACHUTE FLARE OVER SOUTH END OF SALTON SEA

CALIF 132150% YUMA CALIF TOWER OPERATOR SIGHTED A PULSATING ORANGE

AND BLUE OBJECT AT 300 DUG 20 MILES FROM YUMA HOVERLD IN ONE POSITION

AND THEN CHANGED TO ANOTHER POSITION TO MOVER AGAIN SIGHTED FoR

TOO LONG A PERIOD TO BE A FALLING STAR,.”

-'2:92200%-131.2902 EL CiNTRO NAS HAD A FORMATION OF FOUR FOF IN LOCAL

FLIGHT IN VIGINETY AT THIs THE," Che
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HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE Le

| WASHINGTO
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL, USAF

¥ STH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS
AL & i WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASEXOGMEMN, O1110

m reeuy reren to: SDe2h=2) <4 l ol 10 July 1952
SUBJECT: Unidentified Objects Reported | ee

over EL CENTRO, California on Wars
13 May 1952 Q¥
SPECIAL INQUIRY

TOs Commanding Officer
Air Technical Intelligence Center

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base

Ohio

ATTN: ATI

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 4% y ;

|

2. Reference is made to Disposition Form, your Headquarters,

dated 21 May 1952, concerning the above captioned matter.

2. In compliance with Paragraph No. 2, transmitted herewith

are two copies of Report of Investigation by Special Agent THOMAS

J. McARDLE, 18th OSI District, dated 27 June 1952, File No. 24-176,

subject as above.

3. This investigation is continuing in another OSI District and
subsequent reports will be furnished your office upon receipt.

4e Attention is invited to the fact that the information contained
herein has been derived from sources other than USAF, In accordance

with Paragraph 8b, AFR 205-1, dissemination of the information contained

herein must not be made outside of USAF channels.

M4 bank
1 Incl (in dup) D. G. NORTH
R/I, DO #18, dtd 27 Jun 52 Lt Colonel, USAF

District Commander

Copy tos R AG

— 4xz°3.2-onee

DOWNGRADED AT 12 YEAT.
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DECLASSIFIED. DOD DIR 520045)
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UNITED STATES AIR FO

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL

OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

M4 , . DATE
24-176 27 JU jak?
REPORT MADE BY

Thomas J. McArile, §$

bc REPORT MADE AT

‘ DO #18, Cheli AFSp), Maywood, Calif.
PERIOD

Unidentified Objects 18 June 1952

Reported over EL CENTRO, Calif. OFFICE OF ORIGIN *

on 13 May 1952 nt Patterson AFB

CHARACTER

SPECTAL TNOULRY
REFERENCE

re #5, dated 27 May 19f2, File No. 5-24-21
SYNOPSIS

Referenced letter requested the name and address of sourtes of informa-
tion regarding Subject, description of the incident inoluding shope, oeare
ings, and elevations at beginning and end of flight, and time in sight,
inforaation received from El centro, Salif., Sheriffts Office. EL Gensro
Sheriff's Office contacted and stuted reports received from Officers ei

and » imperial, Calif., Police Department, and Deputy Sheriff

El Centro County Cheriff's Office, stotioned st Niland, Celif.,
aleo Naval Air Station Control Tower, E) Centro, Calif.n and Army Sontrol

Tower, Yuma, Arizona. Interview with Police Chief i. Police
Department, Imperial, Calif., reveal sg denics se¢ing any uniden-
tified objects. QMMMMince discharged os wreliable. Deputy Sheriffpee believes fubject sighted to be Navy flare on weather balloon
Operations Officer, Naval Air Control Tower, El Centro, Calif., states

strange object sighted by control opsrator to te morning star.

Control Tower located in District Office #17.

Basic

Yuma

7

ower - - "© . . «
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DETAILS:

a ~ ae #, #7 . SP i DC 7

1. Lettor from District Office ;5, dated 27 May 1952, File lio. 60-24-21
trensmitted two (2) copice of a wire received by Air Technical Intelligence ¢
Vright-Patterson AFB from Headquarters, USAF, Woshington, D.C. regarding the

sightings of unidentified aerial objects over Wl Centro, California, requested

name and address of sources, and a description of incident including shape, beoar-

ings, and elevations at beginning and ending of sightings, time in sight, and eny

other pertinent information. The above information was reported by the Bl Centre,

Calif., Sheriff's Office.

enter,

AT EL CENTRO, CALIFORNIA

2. Deputy cher El Centro, Calif., Sheriff's Office made
available the complete files on Subject sightings which are quoted as follows:

4:17 AeMe 13 May 1952, Imperial Police Dept.e, Imperial, Calif., advises that

orricers b andgQggmmmlPreport seeing five (5) flying saucers described as
looking as large as Be36's and having lights on the underside. Wo noise was heard

and the officers state they watched them for approximately four (4) minutes.
Sheriff's Office, El Centro notified CAA El Centro, Calif., who will alert mili-

tary. Imperial Police Dept., Imperial, Calif., advises their officers state the

saucers took off to the southwest.

4:42 A.M. Deputy Sheriff = Bl Centro County Sheriff's Office, stationed

at Niland, Calif., advises that he has a strange object in the sky at the southcast

end of Salton Sea, and states object looks like a flare in the sky moving up and

down at approximately three thousand (3,000) feet. WR th ivks it to be a weather
balloon,

None of the officers at the El Centro Police Department saw any objects in the sky.

CAA notified and Naval Air craft is checking.

5:30 Aol. Nir. iD CAA, advises that Navy Control Tower, Bl Centro, reports
seeing a strange object, as well as the Army Control Tower at Yuna.

R 4C Deputy Sheriff

3. Deputy Sheriff interviewed and stated that he believes the

object sighted to have been a flare or a.weather valloonsggg stated the object
was not a so-called flying saucer, and was stationary in the sky like tho flares

dropped by Naval planes in practicing gumnery and naval bombing or tho usual

weather balloon.

4 Chief of Police ELMO SiLERiAAN, Imperial Police Department, Imperial, Calif,

was interviewed and stated that Officer has been discharged from the Folice

Department as unreliable. Officer unavailable for interview. Chief

SME stated thot he had thoroughly interrogated the two (2) officers the morn-

ing after the so-called sighting end found th nl yas had supposedly seen
objects in the sky. — accompanio but stated that he was unable
to see the said objects end ai Jt mip that they oxisted. qi amtm

_ .
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18D 24-176

stated that vpon SP s discharge, he left Imperial and the Chief had no record
as tae present whereabouts.

5. CDR a. Operations Officer, Naval Air Station, El Centro,

Calif., was interviewed and made available the official Navy Log covering the hours

of said sightings. CDRQQHEMMMMNM stated that with the one (1) exception of the
control tower operator reporting the sighting, none of the aircrafts aloft could
observe any of the reported objects in the sky. CDRWQMMR stated that upon
checking with the control tower after report of said sighting, he found the control

tower operator was viewing the merning star through a set of binoculars and that

at that particular hour of the morning, the morning star gives off « pulsating light

that when viewed through a set of binoculars sppsars to be red, yellow, oroenze

and green and the pulsating effect has a tendency to appear that the star is moving.

COR QM tated that the Yuma Tower after listening to the conversation on the
drop wire, said drop wire being an inter-tower comnunication, reported that a

strange object in about the same position had been sighted. CDR QR stated

that he had no knowledge as to what the Yuna Tower Operator was viewing, but from

the position given, stated that he was personally satisfied that the Yuma ower

was also viewing the morning star.

6. Lt. (SG) QQ, «air Officor of the Day, Naval Air Station, El
Centro, Califomia, was on duty os Air Officer of the Day 15 May 1952, and also

checked the Control Tower Operator's sighting, and stated that it was tho morning
stare a stated that there were numerous aircraft up on carly morning flights

at this time, and upon notification, all pilots were alerted to observe for aerial

phenomenen. All reported negative.

7 Mr. » CAA Office, NAS, El Centro, Calif., was interviewed

in lieu of Mr. CAA, Bl Centro, Calif. NAS, and stated that they were unable
to confirm reports of unidentified objects over El Centro, Calif., on 13 May 1952.

Tne only records in reference to the above report were copies of the El Centro,

Calif. Sheriff's Office message incorporated in this report. Nir. ap stated

that contact was made with the 75lst AC&ii Squadron, Mount Laguna, Calif., with

negative results. Mr.@@§MMM stated that the Yuma Tower had reported on the drop

line the sighting of a mysterious object in the eastern sky, and after a check

by @D) ¥ and Lt. auiiion, ot the Operations Office, NAS, Bl Centro,
Celif., the officers reported that their tower operator was viewing the morning

star through his binoculars, and it was their opinion that the Ywra Tower was also

sighting the seme object. Vr. @MMBBN stated that no further investigation was
made by CAA.

"eee . i esee deinos * ante
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TO JEDEN/CGAIRDEF COI! ENT AFE COLO “i

JEDUP/CHIEF ATIC |WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB a ae
FROM AFOIN-1A2 42244, THE FOLLCWING CABLES FROM FLY SVC CENTER OLMSTEAD

AFB PA ARE QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION: * HOVERINiG CVER EL CENTRO |

CALIF FIVE FLYING SAUCERS AS. LARGE AS B-36 WITH LIGHT UNDERNEATH oe

DISAPPEARED TO SOUTH WEST WITH TERRIFIC RATE OF SPEED EL CENTRO WEATHER

AT €315 PST CLEAR 15 MILES VIS 12 MI SIGHTED AT i3ft115Z)aeror rED

“ADDITIONAL INFO ON 132347) esT ae at PILOT TAKING CFF AT
EL CENTRO NAS REPORTED WHAT APPEARED TO BE A SHOCTING STAR AT A DIVE

138 142Z1SHERIFF"S CAR AT NILAND CALIF SIGKTED A

STRANGE OBJECT LIKE A PARACHUTE FLARE OVER SOUTH END OF SALTON SEA

CALIF/ 13jsur UMA CALIF TOWLR OPERATOR SIGHTED A PULSATII iG@ CRANGE

ANGLE OF 69 DEG

AMD BLUE OBJECT AT 322 DEG 22 MILES FROM YUIiA HOVERED -IN ONE POSITION

AND Tiki, CHANGED TO ANOTHER POSITION TO HOVER AGAIN SIGHTED FCR

TOO LONG A PERICD TO BE A FALLING S AR.”
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4341682-131238Z EL CENTRO NAS HAD A FORIIATION.OF FCUR FSF IN LOCAL

FLIGHT IN VICINITY AT THIS TIME."
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AF FORM 112—PART I
APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

ae

COUNTRY REPORT NO. (LEAVE BLANK)

.United States of America 1-52

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

DATE OF INFORMATION

13 May 1952

] EVALUATION

Varied —- See Part II22 May 1952
“PREPAREDBY(Officer SOURCE

CHARLES F. CASSY, Major, USAF Personal Contsct and Interrogations
‘REFERENCES (Control number, directive, previous report, de., aa applicable) = = = = = +

Air Defense Command Letter 200-1, dated 11 April 1951
SUMMARY: (Enter concise summary of report. Give significance in final one-sentence paragraph. List inclosures at lower left. Begin text of report on AF Form 112—PartI1.)

1. This report contains information obtained from personal contact and interrd-
gation of the folbving individuals:

Sheriff, £1 Centro, California

Deputy Sheriff, Niland, California |.

Patrolman, Imperial, California

Desk Sargent, Imperial, California

Tower Operator, Yuma Municipal Airport, Yuma, Arizona

ee El Centro Munécipal Airport, El Centro, California
2. This resort is the result of a telephone call received from Hq, Western Air

Defense Force, stating that unccnventional objects had been sighted at Yuma, Arizona
and at several locations in Southern California on the morning of 13 May 1952. All
available information was first transmitted by,electricg] means.

«

ye)te
e

Major, . USAF

Director of Intellig2nce

APPROVED:
dee? usar.

Lt. Bagg USAF
Deputy for Operations

RP eae

nerd " DOWNGRADED AT 12 YAR
INTERVALS: NOT AUTOMAT CATLLY
DECLASSIFIED, DOD Dit 5200.10

DISTRIBUTION BY ORIGINATOR

2 cys - CG, AMC, ATTN: MCIS
l cy - CG, ADC, ATTN: Dir of Intell

Tley - CG, WADP, ATTN: Dir of Intell UNC] A

Lead

NOTE THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSEOF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S.C.—
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITEO BY LAW,
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY omnes THAN UNITEO STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF, 6

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1950--O-91833)
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AF FORM 112—PART I Cee NCLASSIFIED
AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

FROM (sigency) REPORT NO.

Director of Intelligence 1-52 :

Hq, 27th Air Division (Def fo: PAGE 2 OF Lam paces

A. Rext of Telephone Conversation Received by this Hq, 13 May 1952.
pag

/ At 1138Z, "Conform" (751st AC2i Sqdn, Mt. Laguna, Calif) called and said "Panto-

mime" (CAA) had received reports of five (5) "flying saucers" in the 21 Centro, Calif.

Area. Several minutes latera scope operator at "Conform" reported a long streak Si

of Hl Centro which lasted for two (2) sweeps of the antenna.

The following information was received from March Air Force Base Flight Service

and was contained in a report sent to ADC:

Hovering over El Centro, five (5) "flying saucers" as large as B~36's with a light
underneath disappeared to the Southwest at a terrific rate of speed. <1 Centro weath-

er at 0315P was clear, 15 miles visability. They were reported at 13/11152Z by il.
Centro Sheriff's office.

Ab 13/1115A an FOF pilot taking off from 21 Centro Naval Air Station reported what
appeared to be a shooting star diving at an angle of 60°. At 1142% a sheriff's car at
Nilnad, California sighted a strange object resembling a parachute flare over the

South end of the Salton Sea. At 1150Z, a control tower operator at Yuma sighted an

orange and blue object 320° and 20 miles from his position. Hovering in one position
it changed to another position and began hovering again. Operator said it was sighted

for too long a period to be a falling star. From 11002 to 12302 El Centro NAS had a

flight of four (4) F9F's airborne on a local flight.

We had no fighters airborne at the time and did not scramble any.

EVALUATION OF ABOVE. £376 _

Sheriff

erences El Centro, California was interviewed and stated that he
had not personally ed any of the objects reported, nor did he personally know any

of the individuals concerned, However, he furnished a copy of the report recieved by
the Desk Sergeant on the morning of the 13th of May 1952, as follows:

Be Sunm of interview with El Centro

4:17 Au
DOWNGRADED AT 12 YEAR 5-13-52

v INTERVALS; NOT AUTOMATICALLY
MISC NON CRIM: DECLASSIFIED. DOD DIR 5200.10

Imperial PD advises that Officers QM gQMMreport seeing 5 flying saucers,

described as kakcirmy looking as large as B-36s end having lights on the under side, no

noise was heard end the Officers state they watched them for approx 4 minutes.

Notified Layton, CAA, El Centro, who will alert the Military.

Imperial PD advise that their Officers.state the saucers took off to the south-west,

CAA notified.

4t42 AM...On checking with various departments attempting to contirm the above report,

found that the PE el had seen the above object, but thought it to be

a jet Se all °

Deputy ises that he has a strange object in the sky at the south-west end of

the Sal Sea. States object looks like a flare in the sky, moving up and down at

approx 3,000.

One big light, <Q§PMPthinks it might be a weather balloon,
Hone of the Officers on the El Centro PD saw any objects in the sky.

ane of 5 eee $=
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GAA notifLed of above, has aircraft checking.

MOTS: All the above Officers have been on cuby approx 4% hours ond are cold sober,

5:30 AMeeeLayton, CAA, advises that the “avy Control7Tower, aLCentro reoorted seeing

a strange object, 23 well as the Army Control Tower in ‘Yuna.,
liayne

NISC NON CRI FLYING 3Aueus3 5a 3-52

yALUATION oF anos Wo &

1. Inberrogation of ER. <<:Wiland, California,
Qeoeetnat time and date did you observe “object* 7

6

Ae

Where?

Hiland e

Q. “hat was the actual sishting fron where you stood?

A. Southwest area over Cain Springs,

Q What was your Line of sight?
A. Lom, distant, approximately 3,000 feet,

Q. Exactly what shape did the object appear to have or resemble?
A. . Only as a bright light, it moved, oscillated,

Q.. Would you say it may have been a Para-Flare?
No, 1t would hover and then move,-

Nhat colour was this light?

“hite light, like an electric bulb,

Nid anyone beside yourself see it?

iid, IL was alone at the tine.

Q Have you heard of others seeing 1b?
Nona, other than the report by the El Centro Desk Sergeant.

No you wear glasses abt nisht?

Be =. Yese Sele haan antaas

DOWNGRADED AT 12 TF AR
2 ‘hat was the weather? INTERVALS: Wor, furOLe Say

Visibility olear, CAVU. DBAS ALD, DOD 2DRR 2G349

ette

% DAd you report this? , a KT bis

Ae No, but I was contacte?t by radio ond reported what I ssa,

% Were you requested to investigate further?

NO.

MOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S.C.—
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 1S PROHIBITED BY LAW,
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOROF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF.
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Q. How long had you been on duty?
A. I reported on at 2000 hours.

What was the nature of your duty?

Any assistant with you?

No.

Have you made any further inquiry?

A. No.

Q. Ever see any thing like this before?
A. Only weather balloons.

Do you know of any activities around your area of special interest?

None.

AL you saw then was a light?
A. Yes.

Q. Was it a sharply discerned object of size and shape or speed?
A. No. .

EVALUATION oF aBove C ~5

2. Interrogation of a Patrolman, Imperial, California at
1845 hours, 19 May » at Imperial Police Station.

Q. Where approximately were you when you first observed the objects?

A. TI was on 9th and H Streets in Imperialat 0310 AM 13 May 52. Our

reason for being in the area was to deliver a message. I saw an odd

glare shinging down. There are high trees in the area and ny partner,
Cheney, noticed them first. There were three in number and they were

traveling North from this location of observance, and were joined by

two more and they all began to orbit. . .

What was their size, ahape and colour? |

A. I couldn't identify them, except for the light which was underneath the

object shining down, a white light, five in total.

Any noise?

No,

Did you notice any particular behavior?

A. None other than circling and changing over positions. After a while

three of them disappeared, vanished. Their speed was very fast.

Q. Like a jet?
A. Faster.

Any exhaust-like flame?
No.

About how high were the objects?

(no comment, unable to estimate)

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. 5. C.—
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Q. ‘hat happened:to the other two objects?

A. They headed South,

Q. . Any particular area or direction?

Towards Mexico,

How far is that?

About 25 miles due South,

were you able to observe them for any time?

No.

Yiere any of our aircraft airborne?

No, not at the time.

Later?

Yes.

Where and who?

The Naval Air Station about 20 minutes later.

After the objects left?

Yes,

There were no US aircraft airborne when you observed these objects?

None at all.

Did you report this incident to anyone?
A. No, we drove around trying to locate the house number that we had been

assigned. Later the Desk Sergeant phoned the Sheriff's office in £1

Centro,

What time idence was this?
About 0318.

Bight minutes after the first sighting?
Yes, about that length of time,

You are quite sure about the time?
Yes, I am positive,

Do you have Radio Equipped Patrol Cars?

A. Yes we do. ‘Iwo way with the Sheriff's office,

Do they maintain continuous listening?

Yes they do.

“Have you discussed or compared notes or enquired of anyone since the
incident?

Only what 1 read in the paper,

What paper?

A. The Imperial Valley Press.

Q. ‘hat date was it?A. The same day I saw the objects, INTROoNNGRADED AT 12 YRAR \
AUTOM ATICA LLYDECEASSIFINO DOD DIR 5200.10
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Q. When you saw these objects, exactly where geographically could you fix
them?

A. High in the sky over Brawley, California, between the Naval Air Station
- and the south shore of the Salton Sea. Three disappeared and two headed

Q. What was your line of sight or vision, did you have to look high or at an
angle? ete aes

Q- Then you are not quite sure what they were?
A. That is correct, except that they had largs lights, traveling fast, and

circling. They were circling quits tightly.

Q. Did you ever see a B-47 aircraft at night?
Ae Noe

EVALUATION OF aBovg_ C-5

3. Interrogation of Desk Sergeant (mm, Imperial, California, at 1945
hours, 19 May 1952. .

Q. Will you relate what you actually saw on the early morning of 13 May 52?
A. About 10 after 3 AM (0310), I was with Office » at 9th and H

Streets searching for an address, when I saw an odd glare coming down-
shining down, and attracted @Mjlimmbs attention. Wa stopped the car and
got out. We counted five objects circling, orbiting. There was no sound
nor extraordinary movements. They were circling over Brawley, California.
(appeared to be) Then they broke off circling and two of them headed
South in the general direction of the Naval Aif Station. They were evary
fast. Much faster than a jet.

Q- Do you know a jet when you see one?
‘A. Yos, definitely.

Q. What steps did you take?
A. We returned to the Police Station and reported to the Desk Sergeant who

called the Sheriff at El Centro.

Q. Have you heard of this or discussed this with anyones else?
A. Just police officers, and I read about it in the papers also.

Q. How high would you estimate these objects were?
A. About a mile hékgh.

Q. What about the weather?
A. Clear.

Q. Were ther any US aircraft airborne?
A. None at the time. There were some a few minutes later.

Q. Where were they from?

Q. You were unable to discern the shape or size of these objeéts?

_ DOWNGRADED AT 12 YRAR ‘
INTERVALS: NOI N SALI* é . = 1 ~) — ‘
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"Director of Intelligence meron 1-52
27th Air Division (Def)

What was ygur line of sight?
A. About a 60” angle.

Q. What was the appearance of the light?

A, It was yellowish whito, like a flare. A soft light.

Qe. But they were difinitoly in formation?
A. Yes they were. .

Q. Circling one behind the other?

A. Yes, definitely.

Q. Were these lights ever doused or turned off?
A. Not while observed, no. The three that vanished may have turned off

4 this light.

EVALUATION OF ABOVs__C = 5 "

4. Interrogation oC, Tower Operator, Yuma, Municipal Airport, Yuma
' Arizona, at 1135 hours, May 1952.

“Upon being interrogated, —— stated that he had observed the same
phenomenon on several occasions following the first sighting on 13 May 52. It

‘always occurred at a podtion approximately 320° from the control tower, and
at a distance which he estimated at being approximataly 10 to 15 miles. Con-

sequently, he was convinced that the "object" was caused by the reflection of

headlights ‘on the highway at night at that postion. This was confirmed by —

- $/Sgt Porter, Tower Chief. Subject airmen were advisedto continue observation,
and inform this headquarters of activitiss observed. ae

EVALUATION CF ABOVS B rs cs ts

5. ‘Interrogation of Mr. Jensen, CAA, #1 Centro Municipal Airport, 21 Centro,
' California, at 0910 hours, 21 May 1952.

The CAA office, El Centro Municipal Airport, was visitéd in an attompt to con-

tact Mr. Layton, CAA, who had bsen of duty on 13 May 52 at the time the object

was sighted. Mr. Layton was not there. However, mr. Jensen furnished the re-

port filed by Layton on the incident. This report substantiated the information

in the original report received this headquarters, and the report on file in the

El Centro, California Sheriffs Office (See "B"). As Mr. Layton did not see |
the object himself, no further effort was made to contact hin.

EVALUATION OF ABOvg.. “BS"t

aw:

WNGRADED AT 12 YTAR
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HOTE; THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S.C —
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW,
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INTELLIGENCE, USAF. 
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Director of Intelligence
27 Air Division (Def)

COMMENT OF D/T:

It is quite possible that an aircraft of the USAF, a B-47, may have baen ob-

served, orbiting or testing the aircraft in various maneuvers. The close tight for-

mation of lights referred to could very oasily be exhaust of the jet pods when the

attituds of a B-47 was in just the right angle position. How:ver, from the foregoing

interrogations it is evident that a definite weakness exists in the civil defense

program in regard to unconventional aircraft. Law enforcement agencies do not have

either the initiative or the know how to contact the concerned military activities

when unconv2ntional aircraft are sighted.

GRADED AT 12 YRrAnrINTERVALS } NOT AUTOMATICALLY
DECLASSIFIED, DOD DIR 6200.10
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

WASHINGTON

THE INSPECTOR CENCRAL, USAF

StH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

HT+PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, JOKES onl0

iw neety never to: SD) 2)\-21~87 } ly August 1952

SUBJECT: Unidentified Objects Reported
over EL CENTRO, California on

13 May 1952
SPECIAL INQWIRY

TO: Commanding Officer
Air Technical Intelligence Center
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base )
Ohio |
ATTN: ATI |

‘1. Reference is made to letter, this office, dated 10 July
1952, file5D 2l-21, subject as above,

2. Attached hereto for your additional information are two
copies of the report of investigation by Special Agent RUSSELL F.
SYKES, 17th OSI District, file 2l-8-31, dated 6 August 1952, sub-
ject as above,

3- This investigation is continuing, and subsequent reports
will be furnished your headquarters upon completion,

, Attention is invited to paragraph 7, AFR 205-1, dated 1)
March 1919, which prohibits the disclosure of classified information
to unauthorized personnel, I

4

1 Incl (in dup) f° JAMES H, GUNNR/I, DO #17, dtd 6 Aug Se VA Lt Colonel, USAF |
4 District Commander

Copy tos ae
Hq OSI w/o abv incl

DOWNGRADED AT 12 YTAR
INTERVALS; NOT AUTOMATICALLY
DECLASSIFIED, DOD DIR 5200.10
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UNITED STATES AIR FORCE DATE

GivieaGr aban, nemmatiearete 1 6 August 1952
REPORT OF INVESTIGATION cl

TITLE REPORT MADE AT aa eee (arena en
DO #17, Kirtland APB, New Mest2 iil, sirvland APB, W 4Unidentified Objects PERIOD . aaa ee

Renorted over EL, CENTRO, Calif. 28 July 1952
on 13 May 1952 OFFICEOF ORIGIN RRS saya ornare taneranen scene:

DO #5, ‘Wright-PattersonAFB, Ohio
STATUS

EEE ST RR a ee eTCHARACTER

SPECTAL INQUIRY -— ABRIAT, PHENOMENA_ vf RETESETNRT SNS St REREFERENCE :

Rept S/A McARDLE, DO #18, 24-176, dt 27 June 52, lt Td RESET Es CenaSYNOPSIS

Information contained in Tower operator's
log set forth. @QRRM operator on duty at
Yuma Air Force Base at time of sighting on
leave.

‘ 4 oe

DOWNGRADED AT 12 ¥°' ye oan

INTERVALS; NOT AUTOMATIUCAuL

DECLASSIFIED. DOD DIR 5200.19

DISTHIBUTION == = | ACTIONCOPYFORWARDED TO. SSoo.

Do #5 4

Hq OSI 2

dO #18 1

File te er

as JAMES C, BORDEN
= Lt Col, USAF

District Commander.

AFHQ FORM sai aeatphers
laces AF CSI Fortn 4, 2% Jul 48, which may be Use, psig a PRES,wma O-208 “SiCURITY. THFOR ATION ~



DETAITS: ee
AT YUMA AIR

1. On 28 July 1952, Cantain STEPHEN R dywtint, t
Air Base Squadron, Yura Air Force Base, Arizona, was interviewed by the

undersigned. Cantain HALPEN is also Wing Intelligence Officer and in

conjunction with his duties as concern unidentified objects, stated that

he had received no report as of 28 July 1952, relative to sighting of

unidentified objects on 13 May 1952, vertaining to subject matter.

2. On 28 July 1952 P(e, Conmand-
ing Officer, 1903-4 Detachment, 19034 AACS Squadron, Yuma Air Force

Base, produced the tower log which revealed the following information:

"13 May 1952 - At 0400 MST El Centro reported seeing fast

moving object. Radio called to have me get a

‘look-see' but never spotted anything.

0450 = Spotted object at 3009 TRU; notified

radio. later check - it appeared to be lizhts

from cars going down highway out beyond Pilots

Knob, which is in a northwesterly direction

from the tower.

0500 - Fast moving object reported near

Salton Sea.

ted the last report probably cams over direct line
from Flight Service Center, larch Air Force Base, California.

3. Pn stated + AL a RIT was the
erator on duty and made ore-described notations. Further,towe

GR 2500103 Yuma Air Force Base on the morning of 28 July 1952 on
urlough status. His residence is at land Apts. #2, Winterhaven,
California. ae that he planned on visiting relatives at

PENDING

o De mee - a
—"

DOWNGRADED AT 12 YEAR =INTERVALS; NOT AUTOMATICALLY
DECLASSIFIED, DOD DI: 5200.10
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

WASHINGTON

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL, USAF

STH DistHICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INV NS

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIK FORCE BASE. hh 06 ae

IN REPLY REFER To: 5D-24-21-87 = September 1952

SUBJECT: Unidentified Objects ce
over ZL CENTRO, California on

13 May 1952
SPECIAL INQUIRY

TO: Commanding Officer

Air Technical Intelligence Center

Wright-Patterson dir Force Base

Ohio

ATTN: ATI

subject and file as above,

File No. 24-831, subject as above.

3. With the submission of this report this case is considered

closed in the files of this office,

4e Your attention is invited to Paragraph 7, AFR 205-1, which
prohibits dissemination of classified information to unauthorized

personnel,

Ae}
1 Incl (in dup) D. G. NORTH

R/I, DO #17, dtd 9 Sep 52 Lt Colonel, USAF
District Commander

Copy tos

Hq OSI, w/o incl

' INTER Wide Ire AUTOTM 7
DECLASSIFIED, DOD DIB b.0¥..-

AIR FORCE-WPAFB-L-9 APR St 15M

1. Reference is made to letter, this office, dated 14 August 1952,

2. Transmitted herewith are two copies of Report of Investigation,

of Special Agent THOMAS B. CASEY, Jr., DO #17, dated 9 September 1952,

—
—
—



CHARACTER

SPECIAL INQUIRY - AERIAL PHENOMENA

Unidentified Objects

Reported over EL CENTRO, Calif. OFFICE OF ORIGIN

on 13 May 1952

REPORT MADE AT

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE FILE NO. "| DATE
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 2h—8-31 9 September 1952

OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS REPORT MADE BY

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION S/A THOMAS B. CASEY, Jr. klm

__DO #17, Kirtland aFB, N.M.
PERIOD

STATUS

RUC

Rpt of S/A SYKES, DO #17, 2h-8-31, dt 6 Aug52
SYNOPSIS

ATTENTION:

DISTRIBUTION

28 August 1952_

~ Ohi.

WR 1 terviewed with respect to
unidentified objects and results

thereof set forth.

Disclosure of the nature, sources, or even the existence of such investigative information to persons mentioned in the popest. ¢or to
other persons not normally entitled to such information may be made only when expressly

’ vestigations, IG, or higher authority. Unauthorized disclosure of such information will be considered to be a violation of A:
ACTION COPY FORWARDED TO

mn a neneoe

APPROVED

ie hE tA
AMES C. BORDEN
Lt Col, USAF

DISTRICT COMMANDER

Pe TYNEIDEKPH Piast kas thas

authorized by the Director of y tat

FILE STAMP

CEPENSE—Sae Antonio
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DETAILS

AT YUMA AIR FORCE BASE, ARIZONA

1. On 20 August 1952, oa weenie, senior
control tower operator and assistant control tower chief, 1903-l AACS
Detachment, 750th Air Base Group, Yuma County Municipal Airport, Yuma,
Arizona, was interviewed by reporting Agent.

Upon interview QQ stated that he was on duty alone in the
control tower at Yuma Air Force Base on 13 May 1952, and at 000 hours the
Fl Centro tower reported seeing six (6) bright objects moving to the
southeast and asked aa. try to spot then. ~~, advised that he
scanned the sky with 7 x 50 binoculars and at:0450 hours sighted two (2)
bright orange objects at 300 degrees true. sara further that
these objects could not be seen with the naked eye and that they appeared

to be about one (1) foot in diameter and appeared to be round. ,
further advised that the objects appeared to. be at an altitude of from
2500 to 5000 feet. QRMMMMMlso stated that he watched the objects for
about thirty (30) minutes and they were moving back and forth across the
sky from 290 degrees to about 305 degrees, as indicated on the crash map,
and appeared to be getting further away all the time until finally they

disappeared. SEE a ivisca that a beam of light similar to that of a
search light came from one of the objects and that the beam of light kept
going on and off in different directions from the object. qQggiyelso

advised that very short but continuous trails of what appeared to be flame

cam out of both Rests. Ges we? advised that it was dark when he
first sighted the objects e weather was very clear.

When asked concerning airline flights, @#MMM—M stated that at that
. date, Western Air Lines had two flights scheduled daily, one at about 1000

‘+ hours and one about 2100 hours.

QMMEEBrurther advised that when these objects were sighted by hin,
no military aircraft from Yuma County Airport or El Centro, California,

were in the air at the time.

QM sted that the objects were not conventional type aircraft
and that he had never sighted strange aerial objects before or since the

above incident. <@MM—MMKadvised that to his knowledge no one else at the
base sighted the above objects.

QMor ther advised that he had been a flight engineer with
the U. S. Coast Guard from 1943 to 1946 and had = approximately
3000 hours flying time during that period. lso advised that he had

been a tower operator since 11 June 1951.
TF %54
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WEATHER DETACHMENT 4-21

re Edwards Air Force Base a

Edwards, Californ
 ;

| er. Dp May 1952oF Data GTifl A Y (3 29 95
TO: Commanding Officer

ATIC 
£

Wright Patterson AFB, Ohio
ATTN: AT 1AA2C

1 Incl

Weather Data

Detachment Canmander
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TATE 2) age | oe es

“O° SEDUM,una | ie GS os meee 3. muse | ~
7 co ATIC URICHT- PATTERSON AFB ONTO | ee
TO EDUARDS APS MUROC CALIF meee
PROM AFOLINWATIAA#S@13E FOR ing WEATHER OFFICER REQUEST THAT THE 2
FOLLOWING INFORMATION. ON LACH WEATHER fea LACH ON 4 Af
13 14 AND 26 MAY RE AIRMAILED To ATICA Y ATLABC et Y

=

EXACT TIME OF LAUNCH Be GENERAL COURSE TAKEN BY BALLOCH. |

=

:

5. om

he as

Ce SOSTUEE OR NOT A DEFINITE DURST WAS MOOTED, De TINE CF DURST OR WHEN
CONTACT WAS LOSTs Ee HORIZONTAL RANGE AND REARING OF BALLOON A]

os oo Son 7 > o ~- oe rt = | » "

QUEST OR UNEN COLNTACT-WAS LOST f, ALTITUDE AP TINE BALLOON BURS
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE i Ve,

nf HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE! )C! ( Gerycy ae CVs
. alae . WASHINGTON Begs * wh Qdbige /

fh THE INSPECTOR GENERAL USAF bat
i, resi mh 18th DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS (“0 -* |
ea ues seas ta AF SPECIALIZED DEPOT, BOX 310, MAYWOOD, CALIF, ~*~

18D 2heOd 11, July 1952 j

SPOT TTELLIGINCE REPORT :

SUBJLCTs Findinss of Uncoventional Ailrvorne Objects, :
. San Diego, California, liarch to June 1952. ]

ma tt “ITT RV AT S: $
TO: : Director of Special InvestigatiosgyywNGRADED AT 5 . gt yt ARS. ‘

Hoadquarters United States Air Forc@UCLASSIN NN ie 5200.10
Washington 25, D. Ce Fa .

2. SYNOPSTSs Source of informatica, an aeroenautical enpincor,

Son Pioso, California, ond assceliates rcesidiaz dn difforent localities
in the San Dicro area, have formed a "Plying Saucer Cirhtine Club",

thon an unidentified aerial cbject is sirhtod, other monbers are alerted

for further identification, tracking, ond triangulation, Source has

submitted various sketehes and matheratical conputations ecoiceming
sishtings mado during four month poricd, March to June 1952,

2. DETAILS: liv, QD residing at
National City, California, enployod as en myinsoor with the Consolidated-

Vultes Aircraft Corporation, fon Tiero, California, advises tmt he,

along with several other engineers, has formcd a voluntary "lying

Saucer Sighting Club", The membors of this club Live in-varicus points

in-and oround San Pieso and iis suburbs, According to GR, when ono
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member sichts an unidentified object in the sky, he imnsdiatoly alerts

al other mombors of the club by telephone so that a trianculati.on end
i 2 additional sightings can be mado,
£ oO

j Od Mr. & submitted to this office reports alone with vari-
Ost re ous mathematical computations covirLng sightines made by this rroup on
d 2 2 2 March 1952, 9 May 1952, 13 May 1952, 21 Hay 1952 » and 14 Juns 1952.

. £82, All these sightings were mado at night-and’ esitorn meteor-like objects.
»

: by E Included with the above ts suomi two of Mr. ~~
CAPR's collearues, 2 tr,’ 3 fan Tioro,

iP California, end ir. ey» ©On Thaso,

o Califormia. These reports concern tho slgnting of a green fire ball

on 2 March 1952 at ‘tho 38th ond F1 Cajon addross by itr, d lir.
ee i ond a similar sighting on 9.May 1952 by Nr. at the Campus

Avenua addross,
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Lisle A, OE IR ON et ER 8 ithe eaethy ayn

Fee ae ae : UNCLASSIFIED 4) sury agse

eye Subjects Findings of Unconventional
Airborne Objects, San Diego,

California, March to June 1952.

All of the above reports, along with the computations of Mr.

CARR and his colleaguos, are inclosed in the attached envelope as Inclos-
ure #1 to this report, for the Commanding General, Air Materiel Command,
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Dayton, Onko, Attention: MOIS.

,TM ACTION: No furthor action in this matter is east inteds however,
4f and wien additional reports are received from Mr, GM, they will be
promptly forwarded for[ee i» * :

a.”

f

KEEFE O'KEEFE

Colonel, USAF

District Commander

Sao Commanding General
Air Materiel Command

. Wright-Patterson Air Force Bape
Dayton, Ohio

ATINs MOIS,

- wfinel as Listed in above letter

@,°


