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1. DATE ae a (2 LOCATION ~ 112, CONCLUSIONS +)

ras S. Car O Wos Bolloon13 iiay 52 | Grecnville, S. Carolina D Probebly Belloon |

3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION ————--| Possibly Balloon
, QO Was Aircraft

; Ground- Visual ie) Ground-Radar D Probably Aircroft

' O Air- Vi sual” O Air-Intercept Rador |? Possibly Aircraft
16. SOURCE OD Was Astronomical }

O Probably Astronomiceol

No 8 anateur astronomers O Possibly Astronomical

J. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 18. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE O Othe-FOSS GEESE _
h O Insufficient Data for Evaluation

5 seconds O Unknown

——

10, BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING : V1. COMMENTS

Glowing brownish orange color. Oval shape. | Objects were in tight diamond formation

Straicht and level. Wo definite conclusions! Seemed to oscillate slightly.

Gimilar sightings hawe been geese or ducks.} One source seemed to indicate’he

; thought they were geese.

. ' Size of half-dollar at arm's lengti.
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r apyed THE INSPECTOR GENERAL USAF
Sheet 6TH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

ROBINS AIR FORCE BASE, ROBINS FIELD, GEORGIA

SPOT INTSLLIGENCZ REPORT 28 MAY 1952 |
FILS NOr 24-0 |

|

SUBJECT UNCCUVENPIONAL AIRCRAFT SIGHT2D IN GR@ENVILL3,

SOUTH CAROLINA APSA - 13 MAY 1952

SPECIAL INQUIRY

TOs Director of Special Investiza HRODENGRADED ArT 8 YET ITERVATS.
Feadquarters USAF ‘4 ‘D ODD oat 12 YEARS

Ie SYNOPSIS: lst Lt ARTHUR S$. PAIMER, S75th Troop Carrier

Wing Intelligence Officer, Donaldson AFB, South Cerolina, received informa.

tion from the Officer of the Day, 13 May 1952, that unidentified objects 0

had been sightedby members of.a.group of amateur astronomers at asproxi-g

mately |2233 hours, "St, 15. vay 19526 eS
gee SOOO ata A A. OR SO ialaieaaien ; Ps : ane 

<

TI. DETAILS: (1) Ur. SQ,, :
Greenville, South C,rolina, was interviewed by Lt. PALUSR and made the 13
following written statement:

"On the nicht of May 15, 1952, ut soproximately 2433 ssT, 4

a group of emateur estroncmers of whom I was one gathsred on the Canpus

of Furman University, Greenviile, South Carolisa, for an evening of obm

serving. As we were preparins to iaave, 1 noticed four (4) objects,
modified cylinder or obloid in shape, flying at an unknown altitude on

a heading ef about 300 degrees. These objeots were brownish crane in

color and rather dull glowing in appesrance.

"These objeots were in a diamond formation, almost

directly overhead, going on a strairht covres, oscillating slightly, 3
first one side would tip up then the other. They ware in sight for a
about five (5) seccnds.”

(2) vr. “J
<u, Greenville, South Carolina, was intervicwed by Lt. PALS : ~
made the following written statement: SS

RAFR 20 APR 60-80,.000
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File 24-0, subj: "Unconventional Aircraft Sighted in Greenville, 3. ¢.
Ayoa ~ 13 May 1952

“On the nicht of May 13, 1952, at epproximately 2233 fsT.,

a group of amateur astronomers cf which I was one, were preparing to

return home after an evening of observing from the Furman Campus located
in Greenville, South Carolina. At this tine, ee, one of
the sroup, called our attention to what I would say were four chjeots,

@ach the shape of the goose without neck or tail. They wers a luminous

brown or orange coler, possibly translucent end flying in a diamond forma-

tion. Distance botween coach odjeot was about five (5) times the width of
each object.

"They wore flying about ten (10) to fifteen (15) decrees

from direotly overhead, om a level course heading about 350 degrees. Al»

tituds £ would sey vas below 1000 fsat if, they ware about the size ci

goose. They were visivl» for about ten (1b) seconds."

"Their flight was oscillating in nature, first five (5)

degraes up on ore side and at the seme time down on the other."

(3) 7 ey Greenville,
South Carolina, was interviewed by Lt. FALMER and made the following

written statement:

"On the night of May 15, 1962, at approximately 2255 Z5ST,

@ group of amatour astronomers, of which I was one, ,athered on the campua

of Purzan University loceted in Greenville, South Cerolina. We were
getting ready to call it om svening «en Jauss Richardson, one of the

group, called cur attention to four (4) cbloid, self-illuuinated, Lrownish
yollow cbjects traveling in a diamond fermaticn. Those objects were ia

sight for about three (3) seconds traveling on a level course slightly
arced to the left on & heading of about SCO degress.

"I was unable to ostimate the altitude or speed of thease

objeots. They traveled directly overhead, making no sound, and rather

wobbling in flight. Motion was similar to heavy winged birds in flizt
It was a clwar, quiet night, excealisrt for astronomy. Thore waa a slight

ground haze over tho city, however, this did not extend to the Furman

campus whore it was porfectly clear.

"By way of further description, I would say the objoots

wore winller to the ‘Lubbos’s Lights as raported in Life wagazine, Ap-

proximate, slae would be thet of a halls Goeller held at arms length end

slichtly turned."



File 24-0, subj: "Unconventional Aircraft Sighted in Greenville, 3. C.
Area - 13 May 1952

III, ACTION: No action is contemplated at present by oth
District O31 (1G) in reference to this matter. Lt. PALUIR has advised that
Air Intelligence Information Report, Form 112, Part I, concerning this
incident was forwarded Headquarters USAP on 14 Mey 1952,
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30feats &

Lt Colghel, US

District—Co

“eo: OG, ALC
Wright-Pottersou AF3, Ohio

ATTN: NOTS 
|



Pah RT eo ag pre, ‘’ e < ? ; psAF FORM 112—PARTI ° Ou it = f re
APPROVED1 JUNE 1948 wae Oy, tL. f—) a |
COUNTRY REPORT NO. (LEAVE BLANK) i» *

Ynited States f 1 A
ena ee ae -enes e

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT - ?
A Ee

Sighting of Unidentified FlyingSvojeets

suBstct ET rc ke SUR eS ope 2eY

irthur ©. Palmer Local Citiae ns

REFERENCES (Controlnumber, directive, previous report, eic., as applicable)~~ ~~~~SSC~CSC<S<T“S;C;«S;7«<S SS 4
+ ee en ee

None ~

SUMMARY:tY: (Enter concise summary of report. Gire significance in.jinat one-sentence paragraph. List inclosures at tower le}left. Begin te:textt of report on AF FiForm 112 Part iy fet,

Inclesed ars fou (4) ctatements Prom local ettizens concerr. ing an unucus.3
sighting mado in Greenville, South Carclina, on i3 ifay 1952 at 2% :33 UST, ‘

The sightings wore net made by mil itary personnel, but by a erceup of
Greenville people. Two of these, — | 2 loan) attorney, and Yr.
GE 2.-< vespors ible adult citizens, and oneness - & levole
} a Senior High School student. These roports give a concise y of

thet
ury

My + ap 0s also furnished a mors complete statement in addition to

orvigiral certified te by the Wtee 4ntelli :

is far eas is known, this constitutes the firs seal signting
by any creditablo sources.
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DISTRIBUTION BY ORIGINATOR — ——SCS<C<C:~Ss:C:s:::OT:CN a ee nn 2 et eee eee

USA

OTE THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT. 50 U.S

31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERJON IS PROHIBITED BY “4
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

INTELLIGENCE, USAF. ji “

7 repo: METLOX
(CLASSIFICATION) |

1O—SSh0-R Yi U.S GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 1950 © 918191

AREA REPORTED ON FROM (Agency) TR aaah nara atten mater a icee amie
Greenville, South Carclina S75th T. C. sing Intelligence

DATE OF REPORT ~T DATE OF INFORMATION == = eae oS: PCS Co renee een16 May 1962 eee May 1952
PREPARED BY (Officer) te ra Yn Ua an cm | source “aa il BR ty gas oie ain crac anesacre ane
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CLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS

DOD DIR 5200.18
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13 May 1952 + Greenville, South Carolina
suede eRan ee a Pte, a - .

aie 
fem mmm

cription of Incident

On the night of 13 May 1952 at 2233 EST, four amateur astronomers observed
a@ diamond formation of four oval-shaped objects. The objects were observed
visually fron the ground. The objects were sighted nearly overhead and disap-

peared at an angle of about 12° in three seconds. They were described as being

reddish-yellow or reddish-brown in color. They were relative in size to a half

dollar, quarter turned, at arm's length. The objects appeared to wobble in

their flight and being oval-shaped appeared to be flying sideways.

The night was extremely clear. The sources stated that there was haze and

ground illumination near the city, but that they were on the Furman University:

campus and that there were no ground lights near nor haze.

> (tae Sroerver was inclined to believe these were geese.
Comments

The description of this incident is very similiar to others from drive-in
theaters and one from Fargo, North Dakota, on 25 April 1952, that were ducks,

In this case, however, there were no ground lights in the area to reflect from

a bird. This is borne out by the fact that these people had set up their tele~

scopes in a dark area, which is essential for good astronomical observing.

It is not known how much light a bird will reflect, but it seems logical

that a relatively bright ground source of light would be needed.

As was stated, one source was sure they were geese but the other three
were just as sure they were not.

The possibility of aircraft is nil since they passed directly overhead with

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YRAR INTERVATS: *
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

DOD DIR 5200.10
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FOUR ASTROMERS REPORTED SEEING FouR *t UCER=SHAPED OBJECTS FLYING IN A .

4 HH HHH HHS

aks iae aoe memes aut cance ff """""aetnogsigas hatte *

n TAMOND—cHAPEN FOSMATION.

O
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JGEOWING 4 OFrAICH VFIIQOWe THE ORJECTS ghapersce hae
SILENTLY OVERHEADs. WOBBLING SE/ERAL TIMES BEFORE THEY ig, pe ge pe 04
FOUR ODJECTS+'THE. ASTROMERS AGPEED, HAD AN’ OVAL SHAPE» L Gs x: 05!-FLYING. ON_ITS SIDE... 
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