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|" DATE @y Q 2. LOCATIONS 905.74 N to 1007 C2 12. CONCLUSIONS |

‘ \ ‘ ' PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

o ma « QO Was Bolloon

19 May 1952 San Anse Tower a) Probobly Balloon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP . 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION ———|3J_ Possibly Balloon

: + 2, OG, ES & : i QO Wos Aircroft 4Local iti aatialastacers eal tens ohsnciaren- octets 0 a. to © Ground-Radar a Probably Aircraft

Gay... OLYE-GOT Air. Vi sual O Air-Intercept Radar DO Possibly Aircraft is
5. PHOTOS 6. SOURCE 0 Was Astronomical |

; tives 7 O Probchbly Astronomical
CO No. } B-36 Crew O Possibly Astronomical f

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE i
O Insufficient Dato for Evaluation| |

_ 15-20 Min 7 QO Unknown by

10. BRIEF SUMMARY ¢ OF SIGHTING VW. COMMENTS ? ‘i

Cola: White Stacked in a vertical column"

Shape: Doughnut
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- United States of America I

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

\

From (Agent) 318% Strat Ren Sq

We (H), Travis m3, Calif

B-2

prvaiyeeeriees
DATE OF INFORMATION

19 May 1952

1st Lt James F. Wood, Sq Intell Officer |Interrogation of PB-36 crew menbders

SEPERENCES (Control murmber, directive, prelous report, de., ex applies) 337, 300=5, 20 Apr 52. Ltr Hq USaP, ATOIN-C/6C-2,
15th AP Intel Bulletin #27. Ltr “o 15th AF, DIO, Dtd 21 May 526 Dee 51
SUMMARY: (Enter concise summary of report. Give significance in final one-sentence paragraph. List inclosures at lower left. Begin tert of report on AF Form 112- art 11.)

COMMENTS of Anproving Officer:

Although this revort was belatedly received by this headquarters, it was

thought to be sufficiently important to forward for evaluation. All squadron J"
intelligence officers and aircrew members in this wing have been forcefully réminded |

of their resoonsibility in promptly reporting all unusual aerial observations in

accordance with JANAP 146B and ATL 200-5,

The attached photographs prove the authenticity of the report as observed and

the only explanation of the objects that can be reached at this headquarters is the

. possibility that the white puffs may have been caused by exhaust from a vertically

launched, multiple phase, rocket or guided missile. The proximity of the aircraft
to the New Mexico testing sites does not rule out this possibility, but since the

wind velocity at 13,000 feet was 35 knots, it seems unlikely that exhaust puffs
would remain that long without dissipating.

APPROVED:

Captain USA

Asst Wing Intell Off ie

Pa

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YRAr INTERVATS:DECLASSIFIED AYTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10 )

———_— Incas,
1. Photogravhs of objects (2 Transparencies, 1 cy ezch; 2 photos, 6 cys each)
2. Plot Man of Area Sighting (6’cys)
3. Statements of Observers (8 Statements, 6 cys each)

ee eee

DISTRIBUTIONBY ORIGINATOR

Director of Intelligence, USA¥, Washington 25, D.C. - 3 cys

Chief Air Technical Intelligence Center, ATTN: ATIAA~2c W-P APS 1 cy

Commanding General SAC, Offutt AFB UNCLASSIFIED 1 cy

Commanding General 15th AP, March ATS

WOTs THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITEO STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S.C.—
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED, ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE,USAF, © cl ;
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APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

FROM (Agency)

Slat Strat Bon Sq
5th Stent Son Ye (3) PAGE _ PET OE

' Tsavia £58, Cali j 2 ie

While flying on a training mission on 19 May 1952 in the vicinity of San Angele,

Yoras, ai 23=36 crew of the 31386 Strat Neocon Squadron, Sth Strat Recon ving,
phwerved seven unidentified objecto shead of their alreraft. The 13-36 ves at aa
altitude of 13,000 fret, indicating 199 47H (21% HH TAS) and the weather condi tiona
ia the aven were CATU vith winds aloZt of 35 inote from. 315 Cazrees. The Sime
af the oighting we 0148 GCP, end the civeres$'s axnot position at the tine of the
oighting wae 30 - 37 TY 100 = 7 ¥, heading 301" treme. The seven objects mpeared
a% a position of 11 o'clock to the alreraf$ at on cesimated cistonce of ') to 75

miles and were gtacked in a vertical colump, the dottem of which waa catinated

tg be at 25,000 fees and she top ab 60,500 fast. Several conflicting reverts vere
cec9eivedon the langth of tine the objects ware in view, ont 4% 1s deliaved the |
ime ranged froa 15 te 2O minutes. “he objects were lost frem cizht 2% a nosttion

oporezizately 30 - 53 4 101 - 20 ? as Light opnditions vere becouing rery poor

since the airoraft wae flying in She direation of the casting cun. The objects were
vivite ia color and no ovtimate of their cise could be siven, One craw nemdser

Jageribded the objects as vhite doughnuts like omall vapor trellse A pair of

tis power Dinoeulars were used to ovserve the odjects, end the user confirmed the

cial] white ver trail theory. The radar observer did nob’ sse ony wmsval yoturns

oa hia eoopee .

the sirereft commander of the 22-35 radioed the Sen dagele ground station, oad
a@ ground observer from tha station waa niae able to see the objostm,

One: crew member haa 4 350 personal comera cooard, loaded with oolor film. Ze
took six photegravhs of the objects, dub only tre were of any value. “hase twe

traasparencize have been abteched to the renors Sorwaried to the Air Zachnical

inbelligence Center, Vricht-?abterson dir Snrce Dase. The absashed photegrnphs are

- galargenents of the transparencies. then viewed with a 350 orojector, the odjects
arg Glheayvly dictinguishodle in the transpnrencies.

The report of this sighting was delayed cince the X3~36 crew did not repors
tiie olghting wmtil29 Hay 1952. I6 wns decided ab that time to withold the recor:
weil the coler photosranhs were returned from the agency that was processing tha. -

Yoon their return, black and white photographs Ded to ba made. This Zastor alse

contributed to the delay.

COMMENTS of Srmaring Offi cers

is 19 the opinion of the rreparing officer that the cichting reverted was

observed as stated in sack of the crow ueabar's statements, cnd i¢ 1a definitely

yorthy of a Tlying object remors.

1

Go Intell OFF

‘gt YEARS

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTINGTHE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, £0 U.S. C.—
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED, ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLEOR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOROF

INTELLIGENCE, USAF. . a

BS870-1 Ye _U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1950-Q-918332



eames UNCLASSIFIED
On the 19th of May 1952, at 16,000 ft, 45 minutes out of Kelly AfB, 39 miles

southwest of San Angelo, Texas, J observed coven unidentifiable glowing objects

Ahead, on course. We contimied on course and approached thea for about an hour.

On closer observation they appeared to me to be vapor trails, the highest ot

approximately /,0,000 ft, spaced down at 1,000 ft intervals as sketched beiow*,

The trsils were approximately one mile in léngth.

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS,
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS

DOD DIR 5200.10
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UNCLASSIFIED
While returning from TDY, Xelly AYB on May 19,1952 at 2005 ¢.5.T. I ob-

served out of the left blister a peculiar formation of bright spots (5) under

the wing (left) at 12 o'clock, They were in a vertical line, As we came closer

the spacing between the spots became uneven and gradually left a vertical line.

They appeared as diagrammed below, Just before dusk, at the closest, I was oble

to see what was causing the spots. It appeared that some aircraft had left

vapor traiis in a spiral ascent or descent. The brightness of the spots ape

peared to me to be caused by the sun's reflection from these vaoor trails.

Altitude appeared to be some 15 to 20 thousand feet above cur altitude of

18,000 feet.

— | ° aye

TM oO am
e pe

) a

oO

3.9 0 s ad
2.015"

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASS!F1ED AFTER 12 YEARS

DOD DIR 5200.10

UNCLASSIFIED



STATEMSYR
UNCLASSIFIED

On May 19, 1952 at 2005 hrs C.%.T. approximately30 miles southwest of San

Angelo, Texas, a string of seven circular lights was observed ahead of and

higher thon our aircraft. The sighting was reported to the A/C and overyone

within view of the objects attempted to determine what they were. Upon closer

observation on ny part they appeared to be vory small circles such as a snall

jet plane might make if it were flying an extremely small circle. A better

description might be of a white doughnut in the sky. There were seven such

objects almost one above the other. The altitude of the objects seemed to me

to range from approxinately 25,000 ft (the lowest) to approximateky 60,000 f&

(the highest). As we got cloger to the objects the circular part of the objects

seemed larger and fuzzier as a vapor trail might appear after it begins to dise

sipate. They stayed in view, still. appearing ahead of us, until dark. The extreme

brightness of the objects upon first sighting seemed to come from the sun which

was sotting. Later on the objects definitelyhad the fussy, hazy appearance of

a dissipating vapor trail.



VATLUCHT

UNCLASSIFIED

Shortly before sunset on the evening of the 19th of “ay 1952 wea were flying

at an altitude of 18,000 ft. The navigator called our attention to coma objects

in the air ahead of us. At first glance they looked like seven bright white lights

in vertical formation. Looking st them thru 6 power binoculars they appeared to

be small white clouds, as the edgsa could be noticed to be cloud-like in nature.

The objects continued to be visible until dark (about one hour) without changing

very mich in size or distance although we were flying almost directly toward them

for this time. They were ahead of the ship's course, slightly to the left and

higher than us by about an angle of 10 to 15 degrees.

LED5 AFTER 12 XYSARS.DECLASSIFIE DIR 5200.10

UNCLASSIFIED
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SUSTEMENT \

UNCLASSIFIED
On May 19, 1952 at 2005 0.5.7. while flying southwest of San Angelo, Texas

at an altitude of 12,000 fest, seven bright objects were observed in the west

in a vertical formation. There appesred to be no apparent movensnt for the first

15 minutes, then they appeared to be sending off vapor trails in a swirling

motion, different from any vapor trails I've observed from hieh flying sircraf't.

After the vapor trails drifted off no objects were in sight. I took six ’

pictures of this with my personal camera (35mm). The film is now being developed.

’

“DOD DIR 5200.10
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UNCLASSIFIED
Objects in question were sighted anproxiamately 45 minutes northwest of San

Antonio. My attention was called to them and I observed them out of the left

forward blister. There were seven objects about 50 to 75 miles away about 10

degrees above flight line at 11 o'clockof the aircraft. They were very white

and had the appearance of having phosphurous trails, and were in a vertical

line. No movement was apparent and as we drew closer I figured they must be

vapor trails and so I returned to my work. This all occurred on 19 May 1952.

UNCLASSIFIED

UNGRADED At 5 YRAR INTERVALSDO GR ASSIFID AFTER 12 YEARS.
POD DIR 4200.10
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STATEMENT

UNCLASSIFlab
we were flying along when over the interphone came the question what was

that in front of us. Our present altitude was 18,000 %&. I wes flying right scanner end ¢

couldn't see anything. The left scanner gave a report of what he saw, fT left my

position and looked thru ths left blister and saw four gleaming balls in a

straight line. The wing stopped me from seeing morse of them, Then I returned to

my position. That is all I saw, I had no idea of their altitude or how far Prow

us they were. I have never seen anything like this in my life.



While flying southwest of San Angelo at 2005C 19 May 1952 at 18,000 seven

bright lights appeared in the west in trail.* The height and distance could

not be determined. The lights appsared to be circular for avout 30 minutes

and then seemed to spread or trail out like a vapor trail. it appeared from

the beginning as if it could have been small cloud or vapor formations with

the setting sun reflecting off a lower deck cloud formation or haze layer.

They were visible until dark. As we flew along we did not seem to get closer.

I reported this to the San Angelo Radio and the operator observed this

incident from the ground.
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