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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFO RMATION REPORT

United States of America

. jlst Strat Ren Sq

I — T 2. - < 2 r LILMM‘.-
!V%Ll&'rlm

DATE OF INFORMATION
B=2

19 Hay 1952
Lol

1st Lt James F. Wood, Sq Intell Officer |Interrogation of P2-36 crew members
REFERENCES (Control wumber, directise, previous report, *-"W“'“” AFL 200-5, 20 Apr 52. Lir Hq USAF, AFOIN-C/CC

_15%h AF Intel Bulletin 27, Ltr & 15th AF, DIO, Dtd 21 May 52, Dec 5

SUMMARY: (I nter concise summary of report. Give significance in final one-sentence paragraph. List inclosures at lower left. Begin tezt of report on AF Form 1i2- “art I1.)

COMMENTS of Anproving Officer:

Although this revort was belatedly received by this headquarters, it was
thought to pe sufficlently important to forward for evaluation. All .:qu.:‘d.ron?-‘
intelligence officers and alrcrew members in this wing have been forcefully r¢minded
0f thelr resoonsibility in promptly reporting all uvnusual aerial observations in
accordance with JANAP 146B and ATL 200-5.

Yhe attached photogzraphs nrove the authentilcity of the report as observed and
the only explanation of the ob,jects that can be reached at this headquarters is the
 possibility that the white puffs may have been caused by exhaust from 2 vertically
launched, multiple phase, rocket or gulded missile. The proximity of the aircraft
to the New lexico testing sites does not rule out this »ossibility, dut since the
wind velocity at 13,000 fecet was 35 knots, it seems unlikely that exhaust puffs

vould remain that long without dlissinatinge.

APPROVID:

o

WILLIAM J. QUIXS

Captaln USAF

Asst Wing Intell Off -

.

”»

o ®

—__INaS,
1. Photograohs of obJjects (2 Transparencies, 1 cy each; 2 photos, 6 cys each)

2. Plot Map of Area Sighting (6'cys)
3. Statements of Observers (8 Stotements, 6 cys each)

= e o

DISTRIBUTION BY ORIGINATOR

Director of Intslligence, USAP®, Washington 25, D.C.. 3 cys
Chief Air Technical Intelligence Center, ATTN: ATIAA-2¢ W-P AFS 1l cy
Commanding General SAC, Offutt A3 SIF 1l c

Commanding General 1 tl.u A¥, March AFS UNCLAS‘;’HEQ 1 cy

NOTE THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT. 50 U. §.C.—
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROMIBITED BY LAW.

IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF, o
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REPORT NO.
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5%h Stead 2en Vg (2)
a 58, Talli

FROM (Agency)

PAGE

Whle flying on o training nission on 19 Fay 1952 ia the “lainity of Sam Anzele,
Roxas, na [3=38 crew of the 31lst Stret lloeen Squadron, H5th Stras Recon Vina,
phwerved seven unidentified odJectn shead of their airerafd, The 13«35 wee 2% aa
altisude of 135,000 £aet, indicading 139 (¥R (214 HWPR TAB) and the weather condlsiona
ia the area vere CATU with vinds alol$ of 35 inote {xom 315 desreen. “ho $ime
af the sizhting wme 0148 CCP, end the adrmf%'g axnot rosision «% the tine of (he
cdshting wvas 30 = 37 ¥ 100 = 47 ¥, hesding 5017 trues 1he seven objects ropearad
2% a noellion of 11 o'slock te the aircral$ ald an cesimated iastance of 0 to 75
niles and vere slacked in a verdtiecal colunn, the Dostom of vyhlch wma ostimated
o be ald 25,000 fees and She top ad (0,000 faet. Soversl conflizting rovorts were
rocelived on the langth of time the objects were 1a visw, 8 18 1s Delisvad the
tine ranged Trom 15 te 20 minu%tes. L1e objects were lost frem =ight 2t 2 zosition
svoroxisately 30 - 53 3 101 - 20 @ as Light oonditions vere heconing very npoor '
sinee the aircrads vme flying in She direction of the cetting zun. “he phjects were
i Se in color and o swtisate of (thaly siae could e slven, Cng oraw Denbey
loseribed ths objects as vhites dovghauts 1lke omall vapor treilse. A palr of
iz power Dinoculars wers Naed o 0dserve L2 0djects, cnd (the user confi:med the

gall whidte wmer (rail theory. The radar observer ¢id not see cay wmsual roturns
oa hlas ecope. - -

The sircreft commander of the 3-30 radloed the Jan iagelo sround atedion, and
a oround odsarver from thal 2%ation waas alaso z2ble to see the o) jonia, |
One: crow mamber hind a 330 personal crserya cboard, loaded with color film. o
took six photograchs of the objscts, bud only twe vere of anty vnlus. “Tuee itwe
iraasparenci2e have been attachad to the renord Jorwarded %o oo Aly Tachniosl
‘adslligence Center, “right-Paiterson Al ibhree Dase, he adtazhed photogrnphs sve
- galargsaents of the transparencies. UYhen viewed wish a 35M nrjoctory the odjascts
o9 clearly dlstingulshobdle in the iranspnrenacles.

The recort of this aizhting wae delayed cince the RB=35 crew did not remoyd .
e sighting wndll 29 Hay 1652, 1Ib wns declded ad thad time {0 withold the revory:
1%l the color photogranhs wers relurned from tha czency thad was processing tham,

non thelr veturn, black and vhite phoiographs Dad Yo Do nade., This Zastor alsze
contridunted to the delay.

COMNGRTS of Frmparing OfLLcer

135 419 the soninlon of the nzsparing oi{ficer that the elzhting remorted was
chyarved as atated 1 sach of the crow nesdar's ciatmmendn, cad 1% 19 definisaly

vorthy of a Ilylag object remord.
W oMAR3 -?Q “o00
' 1

3% L‘. 33.1’
7a intell) Cry

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. 5. C.—
31 AND 32. AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW,

IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF. _ | |
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STATEMEMT |
, UNCLASSIFIED
On the 19th of May 1952, at 18,000 ft, L5 mimutes out of telly AFV3, 30 niles

southwest of San Augelo, Texas, I observed ceven unldentifiable glowing objects
anhead, on course, Ve conbtimied on course and approached then [or about zn hour,
Cn closoer cbservation they appeared to me to be vapor trails, ths hiphest 2t
approxinately 40,000 £t, spaced down at 1,000 £t intarvals as sketched balow¥,
The trolls were approximately ons mile in langth,
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DOWNGRADED AT 8 YEAR INTERVALSq
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10
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UNCLASSIFIED .
¥hile returning from TDY, Xelly AFB on May 19,1952 at 2005 C.5.T. T ob-

served out of the left blister a neculiar formation of bright spots (5) under
the wing (left) at 12 o'clock, They were in a vertical line, As we come closer

the spacing between the spots became uneven and gradually left a vertlical line,

They appeamdl as diagrammed below, Just before dusk, at the closest, I was nble

to see what was causing the spots. It appeared that some aircralt had left
vapor trails in a spiral ascent or dzscent. The brightness of the spots a

peared to me to be caussed by the sun's reflection from these vapor trails,

Altitude appeared to bz some 15 to 20 thousand feet above cur altitude of
18 ,000 feet.
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DOWNGRADED AT 3 VAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10
UNCLASSIFIED
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SUIEZER  UNCLASSIFIED

On tay 19, 1952 at 2005 hrs C.5.T. approximately 30 miles southwest of San
Angalo, Texas, a string of scven circular lights was observed ahead of &nd
higher than our aireraft. The sighting was reported Lo the A/C and overyone
within view of the objects ettempted to determine what they were, Upon closer
chservatlion on iy pari theay apreared to be vory small circles such as a smuall
Jet plans night make I it were flying an extremely small clrcls, A betbar
degscription might be of a white doughnut in the sky. There woers seven cuch
objects almost ons above the other, The altituds of the objacts seezuwed to ms
to range from approximately 25,000 £t (the lowest) to approximateky 60,000 £t
(tha highest). As we got clozer to the objéct.e the circular part of ths objects
seemed larger and fuzzler as a vapor traill might appear after it begins to dise-
slpate, They stayed in view, still appearing ahsad of us, until darl, The extroms
brightness of the objects upon first sigshting seemed to come {rom tha sun which
vas sobtting. Later on thes objocts definitely had the fuzzy, hazy appearance of

a dissipating vapor trail.

DOWN(‘RADP,) :
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DOD DIR 5 BARS.

UNCIASSIFIED




AT AIT |

UNCLASSIFIED
Shortly before sunset on the evening of the 19th of Yay 1952 wo were flying

at an altitude of 13,000 ft. The navigator called our attention to noms objects
in the air ahead of us, At first glance they looked like seven bright vhite lights
in vertical formation. Looking at them thru 6 powsr binoculars they appeared to
be swall white clouds, as the edges could be noticed to be cloud-like in nature,
The objacts continued to be visible until dark (about ons hour) without changing
very much in size or distance although we were flying almosl directly toward tham
for this time. They were ahead of the ship's course, slightly to the loft and
higher than us by about an angle of 10 to 15 degrees,

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
SSIFIED AF1
DOD DIR 5200.10
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" UNCLASSIFIED
i | On Yay 19, 1952 at 2005 C.5.T. whila flying southwest of San Anzelo, Texas
at. an altitude of 12,000 fest, seven bright objecis were obssrved in Lhe west
in a vertical formation. Theres aopzared to be no apoarent novenant for the Tirst
15 minutes, thean they appeared to be sending off{ varor trails in 2 swirling
mobtion, different from any vapor tralls I've observed fromn hizn flying 2irer={t,
After the vapor trails dzifted off no objects were in sight. I took six ‘\
pictures of this with my p2rzonal camera (35zm). The film is now being devaelonad, |
: |
:
rLQG 475 = ':‘n I & 9 -f‘: : | 1

| , & Ay 1 " A
DECLALGSIFILD AFITER 12 Y EZ{R Hl |
POD DIR 5200.10




UNCLASSIFIED

ObJjects in question were sipghted anproxicmately 45 minutes northwest of San

intonlio, ly attention was called to them and T observed them ocut of the laft
forward blister. There were ssven objects about 50 to 75 miles avay cbout 10

degrees above flight line at 1l o'clock of the aircraft. They were vary while

and had the appearance of having phosphurous trails, and ware in a vertical l

; I

line. Yo movement was apparent and as we drew closer I figured they must be

vapor trails and so I returned to ny work. This all occurrad on 19 May 1952,

- . L
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w8 ware flying along when over the interphone cams the cuestion whab was

that In front of us. Our present alti vude was 18,000 ft. I was flying right scanner end ¢

couldn't see anything, The left secanner gave a report of vhat he sow, T lafi Y
posltion and looked thru ths left blister and saw four gleamimg b2lls in o .
straight line, The wing stopped ms from seeing mors of them, Then I retucrned to
my positlon, That is all I saw, I had no 4id2a of their altitude or how far from

us they were. I have never seen anybthing liks this in my life.
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UNCLASSIFIED

Vibile flying southwest of San Angelo at 20050 19 May 1952 at 18,000 seven
bright lights appeared in the west in trail.* The height and distance could
not be deternmined, The lights appszared to be clrcular for about 30 nminutes
and then seemed to spread or trall out like a vapor trail, It appeared fron

the boginnln; ag 1f it .could have bean small cloud or vapor formations with

the setting sun reflecting off a lower deck cloud formabtion or haze layer,
They were visible until dark., As we flew along we did not se2m to get closer,

I reported this to the San Ahgelo Radio and the operator obssrved this

inclident from the ground,

DOWN IMADED AT 3 "," JAR INTERVALSS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YIARS,
DOD DIR 5200.10

UNCLASSIFIER
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