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et that Mashed over Western Washmton Say cane in JTOM WiGery -

5 . shows, the ebjcct, apparently # metcor, traveled | % = = Sig
from sovth to north and burst inte fragments at the point indieated pe peed rns
on the map. Position was determined by eyewitness reports from #0 lion that ar m indadally big fireball

. Sittince and various ground observers. Alter bursting, fragments of the [174 beend ey ets 4
object traveled to the northwest into an area not covered by the map. estroyed aloit in
Dotied lines and arrows indicate dircetion of sight of eyewitnesses who
established approximate location of the burst. .
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ject may have eluded the radar.

Bennett said that the angle, rath-

jer than speed, probably was what
ee it not to show as a “blip”

| ‘Asked if the speed of the ob-

on the radar scopes. . .

“If it was a meteor, it was

probablycoming nearly straight

‘down, That would make it very

difficult to track. The indica-

tions might be so insignificant

that radar wouldn’tpick it up,”

he said.

“If it was an aircraft or a
guided missile, we would have /

picked it up,” he continued.

REQUEST—
t

| Bennett asked that anyone find-
‘ing a “strange” piece of material

jreport it to his organization at

{McChord.

|, Bennett said that the ground
observer phase of the air defense
setup is not at present on a 24-
hour basis, and said no ground

observers had reported secing

ithe flash.

‘The two-second blast, a tremen-

\dous blue-white flare, caused no

ascertainable damage, but police,
fire’ department and newspaper

iswitchboards were jammed by

hundreds of anxious calls from
suddenly-awakened persons.

Many believed, after the blast,

\ontinued_on Page 2 Column 4}



ourt Meteor Explodes With A Roar;
s On |Scares Thousands In Seattle

‘ By Associated Press

ay SEATTLE,.May 11—A giant meteor’ swished across western
E Washington and exploded with a tremendous flash and roar over

Criticize Seattle at 1:26 am. today. ; :

It ‘frightened thousands of ‘persons. as it lighted the sky and
Rail. |rattled doors and windows. -

No pieces were found, however, and the greatest damage seemed

8 to have been inflicted on the people's nerves.
iy 11.—(UP)|_ 4.30-second rumble followed the| ~

veel’ industry|breaking apart of the celestial! “It wasa blue-white magnesium

rguments be-|visitor into an estimated four to Color,” they reported over the po-
rt tomorrow) 1¢, Jarge pieces. : lice radio. “It lit up the sky like

fesident Tru-| Altitude Bstimated go oy police switch
rity to seize} Witnesses found it difficult to joards were jammed by’ excited

estimate the object's altitude and aoa
wil contend|speed, but triangulation fixed the “@llers whose fear vanged frum
ample power|explosion point somewhere over oo an of an atom bomb to an‘April. 8 to! just north of Greenlake in norte meteor. Very few thought of

strike by the/central Seattle. ‘ .
iteelworkers.| ‘The Coast Guard estimated from, «Ace and state patrolmen pa-
ter that the early reports that it might have; find Bi f ve sid
itutional au-|been as low as 2,000 feet when it} "7. Piecesof
to seize its burst. However, Capt. Bert Cari-
ee son, a Northwest Airlines pilot,’

finds acting said it appeared to be only a littre| [aa
lip B. Perl-|below his altitude of 8,000 teet.
rBaltimore,| Carlson said he was flying
itted against/toward Seattle when the ball of
attorney—ifire appeared, traveling: from the,

nowned con-|southwest toward the northeast.
1924 Demo |1: exploded in a brilliant flash and,

esident. broke apart: A hh oe
The itimates is 3 3ditely avelable acto the sue o| OM CWO AWS

pens ag tigi acdedear Moree | Torture “Nearly”when it will)
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enti, proba-| Reports to the Coast Guard sai Locked My Joints.
it may hand the object e into eight or 10 it his suffering is now a thing of the past

mple of weeks! pieces. Police Sgt. Lee Drake,| Mints,'ethis wonderformula for arthtin
much later a patrolling in the north end of (called NORITOD

its action. —_|Seattle, said the meteor broke! firs? ted, langtiating, relief from stab-
Davis put thejinto four to six pieces over Green-| of swollen joints,

tir statements |lake. Two other policemen, J. H.'

ather develop--Cavis and R. G. Carmody, wit-'
dispute: nessed the incident from the) “XGnrvo must relieve your pain alter the

were sizzling|hridge across Lake Washington,| very first dayor xour money refunded. Ask
Hest the “de |five miles southeast of Greenlake.| 7" #rustist for NORITO today,
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SEATTLE — An unidenti-

fied missile—possibly a giant

meteor — “rumbled like a

freight train” across the sky

and exploded over Seattle

early Sunday.

The Air Defense Command

began an immediate investi-

gation.

The explosion bathed this

industrial city of 500,000

persons in an eerie blue-white

light and knocked city dwell-

ers from their beds,

The blast was visible from

60 _s away, and |occurred

as 2,000 feet.°

THOUSANDS of persons
were awakened by the con-

cussion, but there was no re-

port of damage. ,

The phenomenon was at

first definitely believed to be

caused by a meteor exploding

within the earth’s atmosphere.|

But astromoners said it

was almost impossible for 2

meteor to get within 2,000

feet of the ground before dis-

integrating.

Some pointed out, ow

ata height'estimated as low ever, that it might have

been higher than reported

by observers.°

Dr. Fred L. Whipple,

Harvard University meteor

expert, said that if the Wash-

ington blast had been a little

lower than reported it might

have wiped out all of Seattle

and its inhabitants._

Northwest Airlines Pilot

Bert Carlson sighted the ob-

ject as he prepared to land at

Seattle - Tacoma international

airport.

He said it was at about
a

iD

7,000 feet when it suddenly

shattered into eight pieces

which looked like chain light-

ning. What appeared to be

fireballs trailed to the earth,

he said.
* * #

AN ASTROMONER at the

Yerkes Observatory, Lake

Geneva, Wis., said the Seattle

phenomenon apparently was a

“fireball” — a big meteor

heavy enough to penetrate

into the earth’s lower atmos-

phere,

But the Yerkes expert,

Prof. Gerard Kuiper, said he

Was Eerie Explosion. a Meteor

OCKS
was inclined to doubt that the

object exploded even as low

as 7,000 feet.

“Fireballs usually explode

10 to 15 miles up,” he said.

“However, anything can

happen, and the reported

force of the explosion sug-

gests that it was somewhat

lower than the usual height.

**«

“METEORS’ surfaces burn

off rapidly from friction with

the air and they often explode

from the tremendous heat.”

_Frag ments are seldom

?

found, Kuip

cause they

reaching g:

they are

The cha

or a large

one strikis

“extremely
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ning. What appeared to be
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he said.

AN ASTROMONER at the

Yerkes Observatory, Lake

Geneva, Wis., said the Seattle

phenomenon apparently was a

“fireball” — a big meteor

** @.

heavy enough to penetrate,

into the earth's lower atmos-|

phere,

But the Yerkes expert,

Prof. Gerard Kuiper, said he

‘

was inclined to doubt that the

object exploded even as low

as 7,000 feet.

“Fireballs usually explode

10 to 15 miles up,” he said.

“However, anything can

happen, and the reported

force of the explosion sug-

gests that it was somewhat

lower than the usual height.

**e* &

“METEORS’ surfaces burn

off rapidly from friction with

the air and they often explode

from the tremendous heat.”

Fragments are seldom

40 Pages

psion a Meieor?

found, Kuiper said, either be-

cause they burn up before

reaching ground or because

they are too small to be

noticed.

The chances of a meteor

or a large fragment from

one’ striking the earth are

“extremely rare,” Kuiper
sald,

The famed crater in, Ari-

zona is very old, he said, and

recent ‘sites discovered in

Canada appear to date from

before the Ice Age.

J. Hugh Pruett, Pacific re-

gional director of the Ameri-

‘ol. 122—No.7

,can Meteor Society, said:

“Unless it was an infernal

machine of some kind, it could

have been a huge meteor.”

o * 4

THREE SEATTLE police

prowl cars reported the ob-

ject exploded over Green Lake

in North Seattle at about

2,000 feet,

Sidney Howick, weather

observer at the Seattle-

Tacoma airport weather bu-

reau, said: “It was sort of 4

lights-on, lights-off thing. It

lasted two seconds at most.

METRO FINAL

WE VISIT ADRIAN

ReporterLouis Cook Tells

About Bustling City,

with Pictures by

Doug Kennedy

“Everything turned blue.

As soon as it went out there

were fireballs or something

falling straight down like

fireworks. That came in an-

other couple of seconds.

Two or three minutes later

I heard the rumble.”

Most observers agreed the

object was travelling from

southwest to northeast when

it blew up,

Ten hours after the ex-

plosion, there were no reports

of damage or recovered frag-

_ ments.
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. APPENDIXIV

Seattle,Washington- 11 May 1952

I. BESCRIPTIONOF TICIDENT

At approximately0124 to 0132 PST, on 11 May 1952 many incividuels re-
ported sighting a vixid blue object with flaming sparks or streamers coring
nearly straight down over Seattle, Washington, The object exrloded in «
brilliant flash, ligiting up the sky and then disappeared. After the exlo-
sion, some of the wimesses experienced a trezor or shock wave of approximately
nine seconds duratior.

Two local astron:mers were contacted and they stated that the object was

ameteor. At the present tine the astronomers are searching for fragnexts to

confirn their statennt.

III, ONCLUSIONS

Object was probaily a meteor but file will not be closed mtil confirming
eviderce is found. . :

WNGRADED AT $ YEAR INTERVALS;
” PA eT ASSIPIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

DOD DIR 5200.10



Air Force Checks Data i
On Presumed Meteor

(Continued from Page 1.)

an earthquake had rocked the

Pacifie Northwest,

After hearing descriptions:

of the object, trained ob-
servers agreed the visitor was a
meteor, drawn by earth’s gravity

from deep space, to blow Itself to
pieces as friction from the atmos-
phere heated it- to extreme tem-/
peratures.

More susceptible viewers
guessed the object to be a “Rus

sian bomb,” a guided missile, or

a “flying saucer.” *

At least four competent ob-
servers had grandstand views of
the “fireball.” They were the

pilot and co-pilot of an airliner,
coming in for a landing at Seat-
tle-Tacoma International Airport,
a United States Weather Bureau
observer there and a centrol tow-
er operator.

PILOTS SAW IT—

Capt. B. C. Carlson and Co-

Pilot Earl Perry, flying a Spo-
kane-Seattle”, shuttle for North-
west Airlines, said the meteor |),

first fiared at 1:32 a, m. by his
watck and burst into flaming’
fragments at about 8,000 feet.

Carison said:

“Woe were approaching Ho-
Sr EB hlthaliana

bart on a due west course at

7,000 feet. The flash pro

gressed from south to north

| across our course, apparently

between us and the airport.”

Perry and Carlson said n

|shock wave was felt in the plane.|

But, from the observation roof}

at the airport, Weather Observ.

Sid Howick traced the course of

the ragged banners of flame and
jfelt a aetinite shock wave” about
2 to 2% minutes after the first}

burst of light.
From the airport control tower,

Airway Operations Specialist
Robert Wiley laconically noted in

the Civil Aeronautics Administra.
tion logbook:

“Observed very brilliant blue
light af 1:32 a.m. (PDT). Ap-
peared light all of airport and
originate from northeast direc-
tion. Land tremor (explosion)
followed about 2 minutes after-
ward.”

OVER WIDE AREA—
The flare was seen and th
last was felt in all sectors o!

Seattle, and surrounding com
munities. The State Patrol re.
ported the blast was felt inj
Everett, Tacoma and Bremerton

Typical of hundreds of Seattl
iresidents jarred out of sound

|

sleep were Mrs. G. V. Rooney,
519 N. 67th St., who said “The!
\windows rattled and we thought
the house was coming down.” -

J. T. Skelly, 7125-44th Ave.
S. W., who described the rumbl
that followed the flash as a “five.
shock wave that shook my house.”|

SAW FLASH—
From the window of his Me

Island home, Guy L. Bettinger,
7424 W. Mercer Way, saw what
he described as a “tremendot
flash in the sky.” He said:

“The light seemed to go
straight up, like « huge electric

|. arc—something like when a)
transformer explodes, The
apex of the light seemed to he
about as high as Mount
Rainier.

“I thought right away there
had heen a terrific explosion.
1 braced for a shock. It seemed
like 11%. to 2 minutes before the
shock wave hit.”

Engineer Reports
On Meteor

No one got a better “fix” on
Sunday's meteor than Don EL Ly-|
man, Seattle engineer.
Lyman was standing at a win-

dow in his home, 16838-19th Ave.
S, W., when the flash blinded
him ilar ‘ ie
Reacting, quickly, he went t

work with’ watch and com
‘These were his observations:

‘The flash came at 1:24 a. m, by
his watch. It was. of 9 seconds’
duration. The normal brightness|
of the flash was maintained for]
4 seconds, In color it was a mer-
cury or magnesium blue, with
no trace of a greenish hue,
The flash was followed’ by a

deep; shaking tremor which last-
ed 12 seconds, The tremor start,
cd -2%% minutes after the flash,
This would put the explosion
or 31 miles away, The flash w:
21 degrees abova the horizon andi
18 degrees east of north.
? “The tr =or had & deep,

sound somebody down‘ in the furnace,” Lyman said,

l



Seattle pir Fe lif gen Re - 12 nay 1957

Air Force NeCRINE —
Presumed Meteor

That Shook

, ENUMCLAW

LINE OF FLIGHT—Shown on this ‘map is the path and the bursting
‘int of the serial object that flashed over Western Washington early
inday. As the map shows, the object, apparently a meteor, traveled
m south to nerth and burst into fragm at the point indicated

on. the map, Position was determined b;
airliner and various geound observers. A

object teaveled to the northwest into an

Dotted lines and arrows indicate direction

estblished approximate location of the burs

Seattle
Not Seen On -

Radar
‘Astronomers t hr o ughout

the nation, and the United
States Air Force, guardian of
the skies, displayed keen: in-
terest Sunday in the fiery ob-
Ject that flashed across the
Seattle area in the blackness
of the early morning, then
exploded violently.

Scientists who make a study of
phenomena of outer space con-
cluded the fiery object was a
large meteor that-streaked
through the earth’s blanket of
air and disintegrated into flam-
ing streamers. ‘
However, the Air Force has be.

come interested in all sky visitors
since it is charged with the job
of keeping a‘radar watch of all
things, natural and man-made,
that pass overhead. .

CHECKING DATA—
As eyewitness accounts of the

strange light and following blast
came in from widely scattered
parts of Western Washington,
astronomers expressed the opin-
jon that an unusually big fireball
had been destroyed aloft in
spectacular manner.

Col. T, Allan Bennett, com-
manding officer of the 25th Air
Force Defense Division, McChord
Air Force Base, ‘also leaned
‘toward the theory that the object
which at 1:26'a, m. was
a meteor. But he said his office

is making a thorough check of*
eyewitness reports and is anxious
to receive them. s
Bennett said he doubted that

the object could have been an
‘aircraft or guided missile,

None of the radar installations
in the Pacific Northwest. net-

work picked up the object on
their screens, he said.

ANGLE— ©
Asked if the speed of the ob-

ject may have eluded the radar,
Bennett said that the angle, rath-
er than speed, probably was what

caused it not to show as a “blip”
lon’ the radar scopes.

“If it was a meteor, it was

probably'coming nearly straight

down, That would make it very

difficult to track. The indica-

tions might be so Insignificant

that radar wouldn't pick it up,”
he said,

. “It it was-an aircraft or a
guided missile, we would have “
picked it up,” he continued. Md

'REQUEST—
| Bennett asked that anyone find-
ing a “strange” piece of material
{report it to his organization at

McChord.
Bennett said that the ground

observer phase of the air defense
tup is not at present on a 24-

hour basis, and said no ground
observers had reported seeing
ithe flash,

‘The two-second blast, a tremen-
‘ous blue-white flare, caused no


