
OW ~ ‘BRQJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

14° 8 A 1? SATION doe } ¢ CONCLUSIONS

CNGTH OF OASERVATION b. NUMBER OF CHIECTS

1 Hour 1
ae + oeoe eee

Me couuENTS. 
ae

tine AO whw
o
r
e
:

ee ee -~- yl a ee eee eas 89m - om ores Om

DRIER SUMMARY OF SIGHTING

Jha yeae<Circular

Chea )

© FORM 329 (REV 20 SEP $2)

" ase J ‘ ‘ * ‘ , as: :

BN *, ay S88 Se
5 eacess 1952 Haneda AFS, Jopoa 0. E 1992017 pace

ATE-TiMe Uneer “a. TYPE OF OBSERVATION a UiAccdt, aierentaa
» t La | 2 ope see

wed ica 2350 2 FeO So ies X Ground Vi sus! 3 Seewund-Reaer 4 ing sada :
wa t2oauiy Arrerate

i cen ee x » «= Wisvel Tl a + neeccest Yocar Peasy Avera’
PHOTOS 6. SOURCE ie i ak co 43s Astaran.es
. < Yes Sl Feapamy Astranan cs ;

Ne Varied 4F Personnel Edinbde he ptt ~
o- * ~- --* . ~ Sees SSS see See. om 1 OEE eTOH* *. oo. - ° ~~ +ee . © —* a ee ee ee

9 @3URSF ere dine cticmeehaaal: *
Tascthierent Data for Evangsteor |

Rie ARRARIU NT NT oP EpoUA, Seah en Ar eT eee re ratty ‘ 4
URN Ne Rea na STROPM na At NSNRMRP DIME SAS ATTAT MA WR NEI Hee

VPNTAU es pois

Ke bs ;

gerd

a
—
e

e
e

 
e
e

SEISnem SN een sauanmammmnss egmmmrmmmmmmmencis cuca sea
‘



SE ldonear diene epee

AF FORM 112—PART =
APPROVED 1 JUNE 1348

(Chass

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

ATIL Office, D/I FEAF | IR-35-52 PAGE 1 o il PAGES
aha indedstnet alRenae|

sett q , ‘ .

R
S

DRAWING OF OBJECT AS DESCRIBED BY CONTROL TOWER PERSONNEL, HANEDA AFB, JAPAN,

2330/I to 0030/1, 5/6 Aug 52.

1. Center Light - constant brilliance across entire area (not due to a
point-source of light).

{

2, Dark Area - Not determined whether due to a dark body, or due to
shadow or blinding effect from the brilliant light.

3. Lights on Periphery - Light at lower left, gmall and fairly bright. |
Other lights dimmer and possibly smaller. |

4. Weather - Visibility, excellent. Full moon, with 36° elevation,
189° azimuth,
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" 5, Location of Object = Approximately 50° bearing from Haneda AFB,
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Te first time I noticed the intense bright light over the Bay, was while

crossing the ramp on our way to the tower. At first we thought it was an air-
craft with landing lights on, but as we kept watching we noticed it wasn't 

mov-

ing. When we were about half way across the ramp it disappeared for the first

time and returned to approximately the same spot about 15 seconds later.

After we got in the tower I started looking at it with binoculars, which

made the object much clearer. Around the bright white light in the middle,
there was a darker object which stood out against the sky, having little white

lights along the outer edge, and a glare around the whole thing.

I watched it disappear twice through the glasses. It seemed to travel to

the East and gaining altitude at a very fast speed, much faster than any jet.
Every time it disappeared it returned again, except for the last time when the

jets were around. It seemed to know they were there.

As for an estimate on the size of the object----I couldn't even guess.

I know it wasn't a star, weather balloons or Venus, because I compared it

with all three.

When we first saw it, we estimated it to be at about 5,000 feet. We

couldn't estimate the distance because of the angle we were looking at it

and the brightness. It was to the NNE of the field.

I watched it from 11:30 to 12:30, it was very clear in the east until
then. The bright light disappeared again at about 12:30 and we lost sight

of it due to the broken clouds that moved in at that time. We kept looking

for it whenever the clouds broke, but we never saw it again. 7

/s/ Lioya West

/t/ LLOYD WEST Ay
A/3C, USAF CW

INCL. #1
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1. At 2330/1f 5 A 1952, A/3C Lloyd West and A/1C Walter Gutowski, 1956-1
AACS Detac » while crossing the ramp on their way to work at the Haneda Air Force

Base control tower, (35°33'N-139 45'S), sighted an exceptionally bright light in the
S27"to the NE of- Haneda Air Force Base. Upon reporting for duty, they brought the
object to the attention of A/2C Walter Jackson and A/3C George LaGasse, who had not

previously’ noticed it because the operating load had bsen keeping their attention

elsewhere. PN

. @ The four operators agreed on the appearance of the object and watched

)

B ) |
it through 7.x50 binoculars for a total period of about, 50 minutes.to1 hour, The (
light was described as circular in shape, with brilliance appearing to be constant

across the face. The“ITzht appeared to be a portion of a large round dark shape which
was about four times the diameter of the light. When the object was close enough for

details to be seen,a smaller, less-brilliant light could be seen at the lower lefte |
hand edge, with two or three more dim lights running in a curved lines along the rest |

of lower edge of the dark shape. Only the lower portion of the darker shape could be a
determined, due to the lighter sky which was believed to have blended with the uoper a iad

side of the object.No rotation was noticed. No sound was heard, me | ie
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b. The object faded twice to the East, then returned. Observerg were un- |. et

certain whether di gappearance was due to a dimming of the lights, rotation of object, ice 2
or to the object moving away at terrific speed, since at times of fading, the object oe 4

was difficult to follow closely, except as a small light. Observers did agree that z |

when close, the object did appear to move horizontally, varying apparent position and. |...|

| coe 2O8

‘c. Three of the operators indicated the size of the light, when closest to

the tower, wasapproximately the same as the small ceiling balloons (30 grams, appear=

ing 2 inchesin diameter) when launched from the weather station, located at about |

2000 feet from the tower. This would make the size of the centr'al light about 50 feet '
in diameter, whenat the 10 miles distance tracked by SCI. At the greatest distance,

the size of the light appeared slightly larger than Venus, approximately due East of .
Haneda and slightly brighter. A lighted weather balloon was launched at 2,00 hours. | . |
The balloon's light was described as.axtremelydim and yellow, when compared to the RX

brilliant blue-white light of the object. Observers stated that their eyes would a)
fatigue rapidly when they attempted to concentrate their vision on the object. —

d. Shirot GCI was contacted, (35°h9*N-1,0°o2ts), and after visual vectors
were given, yo able to track the object. An F-9-wasin turn scrambled for an at- Git:
tempted intercept. - | ; of

.
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e. ‘The control tower at|Tachikawa Air Force Base/called Haneda tower at ap-.
proximately 2350/I to bring their attentionto a brilliant white light over Tokyo Bay.
Tha tower repiled that it had been in view for some time and that it was being checked,

f. A C-5l entering Haneda traffic was requested to check the object. The
pilot replied that it looked like a brilliant star and dismissed the sighting as such.

e
e

g. The F-9 appeared over Haneda just before the C-5), landed. After the

F-9l, turned North, the towar called Shiroi to direct tha F-9); to turn right. Mo visual

contact was made oy the F-9). |

h. ‘The F-9 was vectored to the radar contact maintained by the Shiroi GCI.

A radar contact was made by the F-9l,, but was lost after 90 seconds. Soon after loss

of radar contact by Shiroi and the F-9,, the tower lost visual contact as the object

either faded, moved away, or was obstructed by clouds.
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2. Site #,, 526th Aircraft Control and Warning Group, located at Shiroi Air
Force Base, Was notified of the location of the unidentified object soon after the
first visual contact by Haneda tower. The CPS-1 radar is normally operated at maximum
range, and contact was attempted on both high and low beams by Lt. Rawlins, the con-
troller then on duty. Three or four blips were noted at a position 050° bearing from |
Haneda, as réported by the tower, but no definite movemsnt could be ascertained, and |
no Height/Range contact could be made with the CPS-l, due to ground clutter. a

as Lt. Albert reported for duty at 2315/I, and was soon able to make radar :
contact on the 50 mile high beam. An F=Sl was scrambled to investigate. The object |
at this time had: left the ground clutter and could be tracked at varying speeds in a
right orbit. Although impossible to accurately estimate speed, Lt. Albert gave a
rough estimate of from 100-150 knots, stopping and hovering occasionally, and a maximum

speed during the second orbit (just before F-9l, was vectored in) of possibly 250-300 |
knots. At approximately 0012/I the object reportedly broke into three smaller contacts} _
maintaining an interval of about 1/) mile, with one contact remaining somewhat brighter} ,
The F-9lj was vectored on this object, reporting weak contact at 0015/I and loss of con= -
tact at 0016/I. Within a few seconds, both the F-9l, and the object entered the ground

-} clutter and were not seen again. = |

e
e

i
i
l

b. the blips on the CPS-1 were described as small and relatively weak, but
sharply defined. The brightness varied somewhat, and at one time appeared-very bright |...|. |

as the object appeared to be in a fairly sharp turn at higher speed than previously |
noted. Both ‘recorded orbits were in aoproximately the same position, with the object| —

moving and occasionally hovering in one position for several sweeps (1, RPM). Surveil-
lanes of area was made for an extended period of time and no further contact was made,

Ce “The apec Controller at Johnson Air Force Base was kept informed of the |}
incident at ft*took place. Personnelat Site #4, attempted unsuccessfully to make _| -

visual contact with the object, which at times was less than ten miles distance from’ —
Shiroi Air’ Pores ‘Base. _Radar was functioning normally before and after the incident, . . ;
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3. The P49,B with:lst Lt. Wesley R. Holder as pilot and lst Lt. Aaron Jones as}
radar operator, was scrambled at approximately 2355/I. There was a slight delay in be-
coming airborne due to fuel system trouble during run-up. Aircraft became.airborne at

0003/T and wa¥"directed to make a search from Haneda Air Force Base northeast over __
Tokyo Bay. No" visual contact was made at any time. OL AO

a. ‘The’ F-9 crew reported exceptional visibility in the air, with a very thin

cloud layer at 1,000to 16,000 feet and one or two isolated patches of thin clouds low

er. The C-5ijin the pattern at Haneda Air Force Base was very clearly seen. The only
stars seen at’ A low elevation were the North Star and Venus. As the F-9, headed North, ; —

* jthe Control Tower asked CCI to vector the F-9l, toward the east. Looking off their right

forward quadrant and turning in the direction requested, the F-9 was still unable to .

see anything unusual.

b. ‘As the F-9 orbited to the right at approximately 330 knots T.A.S., the
\GCI radar re-established contact with ‘the object and vectored the F-9l, on a course of

320°, GCI called the object at 11 o'clock to the F~9), at) miles. At this time the
?-Gl, managed to make a weak contact at. 10° port, 10° low, at a range of 6,000 yards. |

c. The radar contact at approximately 35°37 'N-139°S6'E, was described as weak |
and small but. distinct and definable from the ground clutter encountered. The radar. |

operator, Lt. Jones, was very busy, maintaining the weak contact by manual control. As j~°

the object moved across the scope from the port to starboard, it appeared to increase -.-|---:
peed and Lt.. Jones called for a hard right turn. As the aircraft turned, the object |

accelerate and disappeared rapidly from the scope on a course of .
Beeneere ee arcd taeUe gee ee eer Oe ess, ey a) ae|eea tx S

appeared to sudd
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approximately 055°. Contact was maintained for approximately 90 seconds. No further
returns were found. In a search pattern, the pilot checked the area very thoroughly
for ‘any visual signs without. success.

ad. The APGQ-33 radar is checked before and after every mission and eppearet
to be working normally. The blip was described as definitely an airborne target and

behaved as a bona-fide target, except when it appeared to accelerate off the right

edge of the scope. The overcast was extremely thin, and all objects in the area could

be seen clearly. The F-9l, crew stated that there was no possibility of any radar con-
tact from any of the clouds in the area at that time.

i. Hanéda weather at time of sighting was recorded as 2500 scattered, 16000
broken, 15 miles visibility, with wind SSE at 11 mph. Weather reported by the per-

sonnel involved in the incident was thin scattered to broken at 1,000-16,000 feet,
generally thin enough to allow almost full brilliance of the moon to shire through.
One or two thin scattered puffs were reported by the F-9 crew with none reported by
Haneda tower. The weather moving in from the southwest was lower broken clouds suf-—

ficient to obscure the moon as the clouds moved over Tokyo Bay about 005/I to 0100/I. Pl
Visibility was reported.as exceptional with Mount Fuji (60 nautical miles to the west)

Clearly discernable. Scattered thunderstorm activity was reported in the mountains to

the Northwest of the Tokyo area. Temperature recorded at Haneda was 78°, Dew Point 73:
with altimeter setting of 29.81 inches. | ie ok -

'

5. | pe Personnel, involved were aly serious, intelligent, and completely coopera-
tive. | Loe paar ' ae A

| a. “Tower personnel eross-checked all known factors constantly and did not
attempt ‘to make any inferences in the wighting. Object. is believed to have been re-

ported queey as they saw it.

|

b. It. Albert, ‘oct Controller: at the Shiroi site, ‘has had considerable ex- |
perience undér all conditions and thoroughly understands the capabilities of the CPS-1
radar. His statement was that the object was a bone-fide moving target, though some-
what weaker than that normally obtained from a single jet fighter. |

Ceo int. Jones, F-9 radar operator, has had about seven years experience |
with airbornd radar equipment. He states that the object was a bona-fide target, and

that to his knowledge, there was nothing within a area of 15-20 miles that could give
a radar echo. ~

COMMENTS BY PREPARING OFFICER:
‘ tan

1. The ten minute difference in time between the statement by Lt. Albert, 528th
AC & W Sq., and that reported by other personnel concerned, is believad to be a typo-

graphical error, since the statement agrees on every other portion of the sighting.

2. The wap grid coordinates listed on 35th Mghter Interceptor Wing Form 112,

IR-1-52, are in error, since the area of contact was as shown in Inclosure #5. Error

may have been’ due to a mis-reading by the original debriefing officer.
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3. This is the first sighting in the Far Zast which comdined positive visual

and radar contact over an extended period of time. The following items may have some |
bearing on this sighting: |

a. On the night of the incident, there was a full moon. The F-9i crew re-

ported exceptional visibility and stated that the upper cloud layer did not appreciably | |
affect the brilliancy of the moonlight. Reflections off the water were considered ,as |

Pb Ay athe vo dole ‘eM canst A Stal ely, cll aha
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' sufficient to form secondary reflections off the lower clouds. Isolated patches of
thin clouds were reported by the F-9; crew as being at approximately 1000 feet, with |

e
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fairly strong reflections making them visible. These clouds were not reported to be
visible by the control tower personnel. A/3C LaGasse reported that as he returned to
the barracks, he noticed that the object seemed somewhat higher in the sky than pre-
viously, aria that he noticad at the same time that the moon seemed proportionately
higher in elevation.

B2” Mere was some thunderstorm activity in the mountains to the northwest,
of Tokyo. Although lower broken clouds later moved over Tokyo Bay, there was no re-
ported electrical activity or vertical development in these clouds. Visibility was
approximately the same as earlier.

C-5, landing at Haneda and the weather balloon launched by the Haneda weather station
at 21,00/T. Both were continually in sight of control tower personnel. Venus was
located 1éw on the horizon and was definitely identified by the Tower, the GCI Site,

and the F-9l, grew.

a. ‘According. to the radar tracking, the object should have passed very close-
to Site #, at Shiroi. A constant search of the area by personnel at the site, and the
thorough search by the, F-9, without visual contact indicates possible moonlight re=-"""
flections, since the object was visible to the tower personnel’ ‘at“both Haneda and atTM'~/"""~
Tachikawa, located 30 miles to the west. The azimuth of the moon at this time was
189°, with an elevation of approximately 36°. A secondary reflection off a cloud could
conceivably be’ bright to observers to the south or west, while the remainder of the
cloud could block the reflection from above and to ‘the north.

Ad

|

|

|

¢. .The only objects reported in the area at the time of sighting were the | |

|
=|

+3}

=

e. ‘TheThe F-9h crew evidently made an extremely thorough search over the area;
and appeared ‘to be perplexed that they had been mable to make visual contact, since | -
everything wi'thin 20 to 25 miles was easily visible. Flying at 5,000 feet, they could |.
spot the isolatedlower cloud patches. Failure to sight the object could only be due: ‘
to the light Being om the lower surface of the object, or reflected in a narrow beam --
toward the south end west. bite

Sears Per ‘

f. ‘Te ‘atrange appearance could be attributed to a localized blinding effect
causing the filusion of a darker form, particularly with the lower scattered lights to
give an illuston ‘of an outline. Fad

g. ‘although many sightings might be attributed to visual and electrical re-~j* TM
flections off ionized areas in the atmosphere, the near-perfect visibility on the night she
of the sightitig, together with the circular orbit of the object would tend to disprove
this theory.

hated ‘Sve
CHARLES. Jy MALVEN
Captain, USAF

ATLO .
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Charles J. Malven, Captain, USAF (ATLO)_ rereMATS Personnel

Thie report concerns the visual ond radar sighting of an unidentified

"flying object dn the Tokyo area, 2330/1, 5 August 1952. The object was first

sighted visually by control tower personnel at Haneda Air ForceBase, tracked *
a inal ¢

by Tokyo ‘OCT located at Shiroi Air Pores Base, and briefly contacted by the oe

APG=-33 radar on an F-9l, vectored on the object by the CGI radar, . 4

PS ian ina APPROVED: i 1.3

Se pre gadier General, USAF Pa Re.

a .

I. Statement by A/3c Lloyd West I> 9.

2. Sketch of Object

' 3, Statemerit by lst Lt. Henry E. Albert
h, Statement by lst Lt. Melvin E. Rawlins

e Sketch of track of Object

> 7, & 8 ‘Calibration charts of Site #,, Radar...
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§ Angust 1952, Hanede AFB, Japan ; |

Report of radar targets does not allow a plausable explanationof —

the nature of the targets. Absence of weather data, i.e. temperature.
vs height and moisture ve height, does not allow an anomalous propage- 4

. tion estimate. oe i

be permanent echoes at various ° 7

CaptRe Le Jones
15 September1952
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on the night of 5 Aug 52 at 2330T (local tim). The airmen vere on their wey to
 the : |

tower to relieve the operators. On rejorting to the tover, the object was called to the |

A ile EUG! casei ace wy deere Gin tren cine ra
to an hour through 7x90 binceulars, was circular in shape and vith constant uri

lliance.

5 The light appeared to be a portion of & large, round, dark shape vhich was about 4

mit although it was attempted and, at one time, the object was within 10 mi
les of the

station. ‘The radar was cirected onto the target by visual observations from the tow
er.

3o it can savely be assumed that coth visual ond radar contacts involved the 
same cbjec*.



before’ midnight on August 5.ancda

1052, two airmen were We ing tow
j ik shift when “epotted a large

3 to the tower,

{nted it.out to the other tower opcrators, ‘and they took
the object thro 7x50 binoculars. Under the

be seen around the edge o
f

4, gurns bbserving
* glasse}, 2 less brilliant light coule called radar and gave the

m a

the object. The tower people
iz, ne , and radar picked up @ —

f ar target and

F - the visual they cstabl
+” the same object. The radar tracked the object at spec's varyin

‘ 300 knots. An F-94 was scrambled and
on

5, the object. At 6,
} same time the tower and ground radar lost it,
; af the sighting, tt ‘ect as secn on the ground radar gb
[ . wp inte three P 

i
tervals.” Durin the incident, a weather ballonsorted that its light was oy
at the base, anc the witne

sses FC
of the UFO, Onc of the puzding as

he radar crewdimmer than that:the incident was that neither the
 jetBoge nor

sual sighting on the object, although cach
_./, was able to get a vi
wens closer te it than the air has
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Phie incident, including information received from control tower ‘|
personnel at Haneda AVR, Japan, was previously reported on FEAF IR #35~52, #

UyYo Gor ) ALES |
Y. BANTIIL :~~ Brigadier General, USA? ; )

Depaty for Intelligence |
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Da ADCO C at Jo

At_2355I on 5 Ang 52, II scrambled one (1) P-9h alert airoraft to attempt to
ie Clcuah etee Is toes aaah. sheaiann, renee” Ur danete Oek reported to this

- ADCS I fron Str _Eanete Senet aperaters. As
progress ‘logged thes in, + ee

FEd cae es akc Vs a We vemnihone Uk commndentbne wal recster, Ode
recerding is wmreadables. GP scanrty Dion yethgmedina bee tigear es Secrialmomen aad ;

was‘ Be a ay ae
-Padar contact fran ite reported location; acoer. 6 pores search the Fuh.
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\
| |
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=4
ages of their station, at. approx ee

. "I relayed this information to ADCG and started checking for an
Tndisation on the radar scope cn both high and low bean. there were three (3) a...
four (b) blipe om low beam but nene I could definitely get a movenent on er naie:I ex
could gets reading en the MI scope. At 2345 hours I was relieved by Lt Albert. Ga Ke

“Aub 1h telvin & Raning io stationed ot shized ant Lo not immediately avadi~ ©
Loehrer ereetruced sate ants &

So ee : : ey :

the | officer reported for werk at Site fh,at 23451, 5 Aug 50 Cn
treller being informed me of an unusual sighting reported to him by Haneda.

tewar operator, This ms reported to me as being a lighted object hovering north- —

east of Haneda. After discussion with ADCC controller, it was decided that anP=9h
should Ge scrambled to investimgte.

At the time of scramble, I had whatwas believed to be the object in radar con-_.
tacte The radar sighting indicated the object to be due south of this station over
Tokye Bay and approximately eight (8) miles northeast of Hameda. ‘the target was in
@ right orbit moving at varying speeds. It was impossible to estimate speed dus to
the short cistance and tines involved. ce
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he:‘cooor tL was| serembled. te. Anwestigate an unidentified object: sapapued:ig a.
: gomtrol: ‘tower operater at Haneda...The object was reported.to be in the Tokyobay
‘area in an orbit. to the starboard’ at an estimated “altitudes of 5,000 faet..- I -.
‘observed nothing: of .an unusual. nature in this area, however at OOL61 when vectored

ie “>. by Hi-Jime oma heading of 320 degrees, and directed to look for: a boxie:at-1100- |
rayfigt elses: Panna ¢ ‘Lt. Jones made..radar contact at.10 degrees port 6000. yardsé:. The
Pepegat moved} iy from port:tostarboard:and disappeared- from ‘the: Seeger:6 Imad

f@oned2 continued to caren AbeTokyo. ‘bay area independently: until. o120r..
' feather was. .3- teh cloud ‘covered:‘at an estimated altitude of 14,000 feet,? itn
» exeoptional: visibilityof 60-70 miles,: The only known air traffic at this time was
J aeCiSh int the poraety: at Han1eda and another C~5i, over Johnson fee: et:
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meet at‘000k tt: tender and ‘I’were scrambled to investigate an+ anddentaciea’ Sazget ving
: oves; Tokyo: bay. Upon becoming airborne we immediately took up a heading for Tokyo

_baye- At QOC9T, Hi-Jinx. reported a target at our 9 o'clock position.-- Visual contact
wee made at OOLOL with this target and identified as a C-54, We then started’a- |
. Starboard searching orbit under GCI control, southeast of Haneda A, By: At..O0LSI Hin
Jie gave: us 6 vectorof 320 degrees. Hi-Jinx had a definite radar echo and. gave us. -} > >-

the weeter to. intercept the unidentified target. Hi-Jinx estimated the target to be—
etIL o'cloek.to us:at a range of & miles. At OO1SI I picked up a radar contact-.at:
| Gdegreee port, 10 degrees belowat 6,000 yards. The target was rapidly moving: .
fxom pert. to starbeard and a "lock on" could not be accomplished.” A turn‘ to-the-
Starboard: was. instigated to intercept target which disappeared on scope in approxi-
mately, 90: seconds. No visual. contact was made with the unidentified target... Hi-Jinx
‘was: then. contacted ‘and they were unable to give us another vector because they: also
hed lost radaw‘contact with the unidentified target. We continued our search over
Tolgpe vayunder HieJinx control. At 0033I Hi-Jinx released us from scrambled :
missions. The only other aircraft intercepted during this mission was at O100I.. This
aireraft was’ identified as a C-54 on course of 350 degrees altitude 5000 feet, ‘speed
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180. knots’. We noticed nothing of unusual nature from this time until we: Landed’ at :
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