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1. DATE- TIME GROUP ( -OCATION

24 Aug 52 Hermanas, New Mexico

Militay UNKNOWN

4, “NUMBER OF OBJECTS

‘

seae
« SOURCE 10, CONCLUSION
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2

5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

3 minutes “SEE GASE FILE

6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION

Air Visal

- COURSE

Not stated

8. PHOTOS

5 Yes

230 No

9 PHYSICAL EVIDENCE
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UHITE SANDS, N.Me OR EL PASO

MST 24 AUG 52, FOLG INFO on

SANDS ASED 1 BALLOON

ne

US 52. RATE OF ASCENT 4137 FT/MINS

693 ¥T$ TRACK S.Z. EL PASO Ii

RT RELEASED 1 WX BALLOON AT 982 MST 24 AUG 52, RECORDS WOT AVAIL On

tonto or pterer on apane

RATE OF ASCENT OR SLA BURST ALT 25,776 FT. NO OTHER

* THIS VICINITY DURING PERIOR 2" AUG 52, NO CLUSTERS OF BALLOONS oR

DICUN IRREGULAR RELEASES THAT D
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TO JEPHQ/DIR OF INT HQ USAF WASH DC

JEDWP/AIR TECH INT CTR WRIGHT PATT AFB ATIAA 2C OHIO.

JEDEN/CG ENT AFB COLO

JEDYHYCG. SAC_OFFUTT AFB NEBR : :

[| OMBSSS ARISID 5 (3 INT S79, FLYOBRT 1. 2 OBJECTS APPFARED TO

BE SILVER BALLS APPROX 6 FT IN DIA IN A FORMATION OF LINE ABREAST 4

TO 522 YARDS APART. ONLY CHANGE FROM ORIGINAL SHAPE WAS WHEN ONE. TURNED

TO RIGHT IN FRONT OF OBSERVER, COL GERALD W JONNSON, IT THEN BECAME

A LONG GRAY OBJECT TWICE AS LONG AS WHEN IT WAS A BALL. THE OTHER

OBJECT CONTINUED ON ITS ORIGINAL COURSE AND GRADUALLY CHANGED INTO A

GRAY SHAPE, THERE WAS NO TRAIL OR EXHAUST OBSERVED. PROPULSION SYSTEM

UNKNOWN, SPEED OBSERVED BY OBSR TRAVELING AT 299 MPH INDICATED, IT

DISAPPEARED FROM HIS SIGHT 3 MINS FROM WHEN FIRST OBSERVED. SOUND

NOT APPLICAELE, MANEUVERS: ONE MADE A RIGHT TURN AND DISAPPEARED

LATER. THE OTHER ACCELERATED VERY RAPIDLY FROM WHEN FIRST OBSERVED

PYOWNGR ADEN AT. ¢> DECLASSIN oy |
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PAGE TWO JESTU 49

AS A SILVER BALL 6 FT IN DIA TO A LONG GRAY OBJ DISAPPEARING IN 3 MINS.

AFTER 1@ MINS THEY WERE AGAIN SIGHTED UNUSUAL MANEUVER, ONE

CLIMBED RAPIDLY, APPEARED TO CLIMB STRAIGHT UP TWO OR THREE THOUSAND

FT, SECOND JOINED LATER IN CLOSE FORMATION, 2. 1915 MOUNTAIN STD

TIME 24 AUG 52, THREE MINS FIRST SIGHTING, SECOND SIGHTING TEN

MINS LATER 1925 TO 1235 MOUNTAIN STD TIME. 3. FLYING FROM WEST COAST

TO ALBANY GA, VISUAL OBSERVATION FROM AIR 29% MILES PER HOUR INDICATED .

355000 FEET F-S4G NONE. 4e 31 DEGREES 59 MINS NORTH LATITUDE, 1

DEGRS g2 MINS WEST LONGITUDE. REF LAND MARK OVER CITY OF HERMANAS,

NEW MEXICO. LOCATION OF OBJ IN RESPECT TO OBSR APPROX TWO MILES AWAY

APPEARED BETWEEN TEN AND ELEVEN O'CLOCK AT APPROX 37,434 FEET FLYING

EAST. 5, COL GERALD W JOHNSON. 6, WEATHER VFR CLEAR FEW LOW

SCATTERED CLOUDS WINDS FORECASTS SW THIRTY KNOTS AT 35.308 FT. a

7. (QONE 8. NOT APPLICABLE. 9, INTERCEPTION NOT ATTEMPTED DUE TO

DIFFERENCE OF SPEED. 12. LOCATION OF ANY AIR TRAFFIC IN THE GENERAL

AREA AT THE TIME OF THE SIGHTING NONE KNOWN. AN ATTEMPT WAS MADE

TO CONTACT EL PAST RADIO CONCERNING ANY OTHER ACFT IN THE AREA WHICH

WAS UNSUCCESSFUL. AT 1225 MOUNTAIN STD TIME OVER CITY OFEL PASO



PAGE THREE JESTU 4a

OBJECTS REAPPEARED J WHEN, I FIRST OBSERVED THEM THEY APPEARED IN THE

GENERAL VICINITY OF THE POSITION OF WHICH THEY HAD DISAPPEARED.

I FIRST OBSERVED A SHINY OBJ APPROX THE SIZE OF A BASKETBALL.

I OBSERVED THIS ONE FOR APPROX 5 MINS WITHOUT ANY APPARENT CHANGE

IN ITS SIZE WHICH INDICATED TO ME THAT IT WAS TRAVELING APPROX

THE SAME SPEED THAT I WAS, I THEN SAW THE SECOND ONE COME FROM IN

FROMT OF MY NOSE MOVING TOWARDS THE FIRST ONE. IT CONTINUED TO CLOSE

UNTIL THE TWO WERE IN CLOSE FORMATION. THEY STAYED IN CLOSE FORMATION

FOR TWO OR THREE MINS THEN ONE CLIMBED RAPIDLY WHICH APPEARED TO

BE STRAIGHT UP, THEN AFTER A MOMENTS DELAY SECOND ONE RAPIDLY CLIMBED

TO JOIN THE FIRST ONE, THEIR CHANGE IN ALT WAS APPROX TWO OR THREE

THOUSAND FEET TO APPROX 49,£95 FT. BOTH THEN APPEARED IN CLOSE

FORMATION AND THEY GRADUALLY BECAME SMALLER AND SMALLER AND

DISAPPEARING AT 1955, LAST SIGHTING THEM OBSERVER WAS AT 31

DEGREES 44 MINS NORTH 125 DEGREES 1 MINS WEST.
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ine I. GENERAL

2. LOCATION—
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oe a ee) (|By Thraa Seta

G. WAS OBUECTOBSERVED FROM THE AIR? EPIpo Fe ae ae
. _lA/C Observed Objoct

{")Intorception Attempted

(410 Intercept Attoxptod
(0 Yes . - sn ts ER
A/C Scrambled
(JVisual Contact Made ha
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If. ASTRONOMICAL DATA
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13, DI)OsdRCT APPEAR TO ARCH DOINAARD?
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iG. TIME OF SIGHTING RELATIVETO SUNRISE On SUNSET

isSunrise i
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III. AIRCRAFT DATA

7) Yes

fJOne Aireraft



OFFICIAL ATIC REPORT—EL PASO, TEXAS

An Air Force colonel flying a jet observed 2 objects in the vicin-

ity of Hermanas, N. M. (31 deg 50 min N ‘108 deg 2 min W),

Aug. 24, 1952. The objects appeared to be round in shape, silver

in color and approximately @ in diameter. He observed them

to be approximately 2 miles from him between the hours 1000-

1100 MST. There was no visible means of propulsion. One ob-

ject secmed to change its shape to a long gray object while in

a right turn, The second object also seemed to change shape

when it accelerated very rapidly. The objects disappeared 3

minutes from when first observed, After approximately 7 mine

utes, the objects reappeared, at which time observer was over

El Paso, Texas. One object seemed to climb straight up 2,000-

3,000 Jeet and was joined by the other in close Jormation.

The ATIC checked all possibilities of known objects in air
in the vicinities of the two sightings with negative results.

Conclusion: Unknown.

!
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5. WAS AN INVERSION LAYER NOTsD?
_ (if yes, at what altitude? ___ ete = Ot

$.Wane ANY THUNDERSTORMSNOTEDIN AREA? DYes Citic
(If yes, at what quadrant? 4

7. CLOUD COVER: VFR 8.VisCave, WAS

tenths at feot. tenths at ~_ feet.
MILES,
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21, EVALUATION OF SOURCE:
i

(Excellent

[1 Good
C() Fair
(2 Poor

(J Unreliable
CJ Extremely Doubtful

()Was Balloon

CJ Probably Balloon

C] Possibly Balloon

CjWas Aivoraft

CJ Probably Aircraft

([) Possibly Aircraft

KITC Vost Form 341) (13 aug 52)

IV. BALLOON DATA

V. EVALUATION

Cer Petals Oe merOR: CC

Certooa
(] Fate

C1 Poor
(—] Insufficient to Evaluate

(1 Fas Astronomical

[LJ] Probably Au > nowleal

([) Possibly asic unomical

(1) other:

[{J Insufficient Duta For Evaluation
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AF FORM 112—PART I
APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

nited States of America tie:

NCLASSFE? ea

AIR INTELLIGENCE ieGmaTOR REPORT
UML OSRPT

MOST fost United States |S eee Air Division, Turner AP3, Ga.

UG "itaget 1952 | SESS ose ae

"Sqior“fohn 3. Albert, Inte’ Neer | *Sotono2 GeraldW. Johnson
REERRENCES: (Control number, directive, previous report, ete., as applicable)

SUMMARY: (Enter concise summary of report, Give significance in jinal one-sentence paragraph. Liat incloaures at lower tt. Begin text of report on AF Form 1i8—Part I)

ar

>“a 24, Sugust 1952 while enronta from boy AmB, California to Trrner 473,
Gauveia ®Golonel Gareld ¥, Johnson, flyingm P=249 aireratt, observed tuo (2)
odjecta in the vicinity of“amiinad, Tew Hexice (150M 10s02i).. The “Kigges
appeared to be round in aape, silverincolor end apore-dmately six (46) feet
in diameter. Ue observed them to be opproximately tvo (2) miles from him bee

Sveen 10 and 11 o'clock. There was no visible means of propulsion and the obe

jacts left no trail or sxhaust. Cne object seemed to chances its shana to a lonz

Grey object while in a right turn. The other odjact also seemed to changs shape
vhen it accelerated very residly. This object also sees to teka the shape of 2
long grey object tvice as long as when it appeared a3 a ball, The objects dia~
npoeared three (3) minutes from when first observed, After aporextzetely seven
(7) minutes the objects reaspenred at which tine tha observer was over Sl Pago,
Toms (31474 106254). Cne object seemed to clinbd straight up tio or three thou-
sand feat and was Joined shortly thereafter by the other one in close farmtion.

The observed characteristics of these midentified objects were suchthet /)

vould lead to no conclusion, however, their speed yes so much grapter then the ¢
MPH indicated Air Speed of the oveerver and ¢the fact that they ceGiT so quickly

disappear on tyo oceasions led ne to beliove that their flight enpebilities were
greater than that of any sircraft mow to be flying today.

E Qtsny~

OM2, alacre
“ajor, Tar

DISTRIBUTION BY ORIGINATOR

OTe THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITE! ene’STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S.C. —
31 AND 22, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REY) MR AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.

IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, Lb) CIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

INTELLIGENCE, USAF,

16—-88800-1 Ty U.S. GOVERNMENTPRINTING OFFICE : 1950 O—910331



AF FORM 112—ParT Hl
APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

REPORT NOL a

— pA Dre i)

oe fe- 7 ot 7 PAGE » oF 2 es.
te Aro {2} -aLiver Sajects sopearing os balls six (6) foe’ in dimmetor vere fly

Tag Line sbresst avproximately four to five bundred yaris apart.
‘ben one object turned right £

TOMAS de Division, Marner

Fa, Ome

Shenge in shape came

front of observer, £% then avosered to be 9» long grey
oaject Dvice »s tong a8 when “Naa a bell. The other object continued on its course

and ceeinally turned cray in coro? There wes no trail or exhaust obsermd. "roouls—
ion system unknown. Speed unimon, observer was traveling at 290 “MPM Tadtented “tr
Cpeed «ab 35,000 feet altiteie.' The ebjecta appesred, flew 9 course parallel with oh
carvers and disappeared in threa oimtes. laeneuver: Che object mydea ri azn |
lisacpearst Ister, The other object which apveared to be silverin color> to here
a c#ll shape aix (6) feet in dismeter acealersted rapidly end appeered te be o long
grey ooject. Ta the second sighting the objecta resembled » Saskethsll, one object
casond to 7 straight no Sve or thrae theusand faet and
Z

"Lye sites Inter the escort

Djeet come scross the otservute vous ond foined the other object tn close Yormetion,
ww .

« q-

2. The first sighting was 1015 *o 1O13 MST ond the second was 1025 te 1035 VOT
a4 Sweust 1952, - SIL OS thes

The visual observation was meade Prom an F245 cirere’’S at 35,000 Peet travale
ing at 790 MPH Indicated 412 Sneed.

;
fe Tirst sighted over Verninsa, New Mexico (JLSON 10902). Toration of object

in reference to observer spproxinstely ‘vo niles evey appearing Setveen ten and elovren
a'elock at anvroximately 77,000 feat Plyine east. ‘Shen oilot wna over %1 Paso one of
the objects reapperred Crom the direction Cron Vhich &ADoeR: iirection ¢ a h Chey haddisappeared, the other
object coma acrasa Tie obierrmer's nose and folnedta close Vormaticn with the other
object.

5e Colonel Gerald '. Johnson.
/

5, Veather '*? Clear, isw low acattored clonda, winis forexsted SI 20 imota at
35,000 Seat.

o DOWNeGR any7, “Teme NGRADTMS
x DECLASS

*, Mot applicanle,

2 interception not attempted dve to difference of sneed.

10, foeation of any air traffic in the general aren xt the tire of the sichting
one inown. (in attemnt was mede to contact U1 Paso medio concerning sny other aircraft
2 She erea which vas msuccessfnl.

QWENTS of Prevering Officers

?
he The last neregraoh in Sart T of this resort, in 9 comment by Colonel Jerald 7,

-jopmsen,.

2
te ifter questioning the obaerrer tha “ollowing Informtion affects tha signifies

Ree of the reners.

ae The obserrar checked his sir spead acainst ‘moun sir speeds of 212 orm
‘jmt dry high speed eircraft.

be Check was nade of the possibility of being in the vicinity of Thite conds
=~ Grounds. If the objacts had been from the Vhite Semin “roving G round, they
have been ontside the danger ares, Ia addition, aceorting to informetion areile

opla, aiasilas at 7hite Sends are fired north ont of the Genser crea. “isa wend

\biieste the objects vers not fren Vhite “ands.

JOWW 3. AIGERT

Major, "Oar
Sing Intellivenca OP tlow

NOTE: THIS DOCLIMENF COMTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEF JF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, YU S.C. ~
L DEFENSEOF THE UNITED

WAND 32, ASAMENDED, 11 TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS_CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 15 ROHIBITED BY LAW,
AY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, Rf THAN'L ATED neta AUK, UOACE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISS! ION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

IT MAY NOT BE REI EO 1 as
% sae D % ‘ , “1INTELLIGENCE, USAF, Ne WN Ci pos

po Msn Ee Re sonrearenpovaring orrnce
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CASA ane |

24 August 1952 Kermanas, lew Mexico

An A? colonel, flying a Jet a/c, coserved 2 objects in the viclnity of Hormanaa,

New Mexico (31 deg 50 min N/103 deg 2 min W). The objects appeared to be wound in

shape, silver im color and approximately 6" in diameter. Ne observed them to be

approximately 2 miles from him between the hows 1000-LLOOMST cn 2% Aug 52. The first

eligating waa 1015-1013 MST and the second sighting 1025-1035 1S. Yhere was no

visible means of propulsion. One object peemed to change its slape to a long grey

object while in a vight twn. 1 ‘The object (second object) also seemed to change shape

when 1% eccelerated very rapidly. This object also seemed to take the shape of a long

@ey object tyice as long a3 when 1t appeared as a ball, ‘The objects disappeared 3

minutes from when first observed. After approximately 7 minutes the objecta reappeared

eb which time the observer wa over El Paso, Texas. One object eoemed ta clind straight

vp 2 or 3 thousand feet and waa jolned shortly thereafter by the other one In close

Tormation.

The observed characteristics of these unidentifled objects were such that would

lead to no conclusion, however, theis speed was so much greater than the 290 MPa

indicated air speed of the observer end the fact that they could so quickly dlsanpear

on two occasions led the reporting officer to believe that their Plight cavabilities

were greater than that of any aircraft known to be flying today.

The ATIC checked all possibilities of known objects in the air in the vicinities of

the two sighting with negative resulta.

Conclusion:

Unimown



fue a period of 1 how aad 15 minutes.

"in dioneeu clrenlar in shape. They were deserlied og belug 6O to

2 at oa estimated speed oF 400 to No sound waa heard.

moving from E to W. ne obfect agyesred to urcotinately 12,000"

Zor

kout 19,000", he two objects suoved to the W es cyaroxtuatel:

acer

5 miles ranging

3 tle the object at about 15,000" rencriyobservers. During

Gove to the ayoroxinatesaws 3 altitude as the lower object.

5 miles W cf the observers, they began maneuvers glatlar to ea aircraft

« After appearing to dl omer into tbe mm uscwentarily,

Sighted the same 2 cbjects tu the

view. Diwing the latter period of cbeerva

tion were observed 15 to 20 miles W of

Sinilay objects chserved in this ona.

pairs = altltudes not estimated by + objects o&

“y 2 @
< wp aGogfight. The observers sia

covering aa estimated 4 mile orea. The axrvers also stated th

Ccfinltely not Jet a/e ani had no vapor trails, echaust or sound ond fucther statev 2 2

t+

thas 1t was diffiewt to follow ony one object far any 1 th of ¢

The weather officer et Hamilton MFR veported the weather a2 cles

of sichting with approximately 20 ulics visibility. ‘The precaring

this report indicates the possibillty that the objects sishsins sichted were w

balloons.
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SUBJECT: (Unclassified) FLYOBRPT

Chief,

Air Technical Intelligence Center

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base

Ohio

The attached AF Forms 112, Air Intelligence Information Reports

are forwarded as per instructions AFL 200-5, dated 29 April 1952,

subject, FLYOBRPT.

FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL:
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TR-129-52(ley)
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