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Target observed on PPI scope of GCA unit 1, Retura could have been esused&ov
travoling nine miles north of Tokyo Intex : migratory birds interfering wich
national Airport at speed 40-69 mph. Munbdex normal function of sot.

| 2 targets varied fran one to threo, did nos:
{ hold formation, i
' Blip size was similar to return fron
{ CRO A/C. Target could not be sighted
| Visually, although it was plotted to be at

an altitude of less than 3000!, .
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JAPAN, Tokyo Area | | ATEL Office, D/T FSAF_DATE OF REPORT ~T DATEOF inFoRMATiOn© | EVALUATION + Rea ae ee

19 September 195 : 2 Seotember 1952 | BePREPARED BY (Office) eee couES SR a RS a aa

Charles J. Malven, Caota., USAF (ATLO) _ 1503rd_Air Transport. Wing, APO 226REFEREES (Coniral number, divective, Feport, ee., de appiicatia’ _ a ee

AFL 200-5, dated 29 Apr 52 CS eeSHUAMARY, (inter comcioe rummarg of report, Ole elynifcance in final onesientence paragraph, Ll inclouurea at lower It. Hagin teat of report em AF Form itcPont 1)

This report concerns unidentified flying objects picked up by the GCA Unit

at Haneda AFB, Japan, and pater contacted by GCI at Shirol AFB, Japan. Personnel

making the observations evaluate the contacts as being most probably birds.
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1. The following letter concerning radar contact with unidentified objects waa
received from the 1503rd Air Transport Wing (NATS), APO 226:

SOURCE: M/Sgt. Joseph . Wehling AF 373833 1956-1 AACS Detachment,
NCOIC, GCA team, Tokyo International Airoort (Haneda AB).

SUVMARY: At 20:15 LST, 2 September 1952 source observed an unidentified
target on the PPI scope of the GCA unit. When first observed the targot was 9 miles
north of the field traveling at an estimated speed of 1,0 to 60 miles per hour on a
heading of 90, at an altitude of 3000 feet or less (PPT scope does not give eleva-
tions). During the next hour the number of targets observed varied batween one and

_ three. The original target remained on the scope for 15 minutes while others were
visable for a full hour.

The targets did not maintain formation,

Taxgets moved in various directions but remained in the NE quadrant from
the field (O° to 90°),

The range of the targets varied from 16 miles to 1/) mile from the Meld.

Thare was no aircraft traffic revorted in the local area at the time of
the sighting.

Source was unable to locate the targets by visual means.

The turgets produced a clearly visable echo. on tha PPI scope about the size
of that caused by a C-12) aircraft.

The weather at the time of the sighting was: Estimated 10,000 broken
clouds, visibility 7 miles, wind from NW at 6 mph, temperature 0°, dew point T°.

Source stated that he was in telenhone contact with the AC%N unit at :
Shiroi AB (35 L9N 140 01) at the time the targets wera picked up and that the. radar |
observers at that base’ also picked up the targets in the same area, It was the opinid
of the source that the targets observed were birds. Ha could not however, account, for
the large echo produced by the objects. orn

4

(Reporting Officer's Comment) From a standpoint of pure speculation con= }
sideration might be given to the possibility that migratory birds which have arrived’
from an area where radioactive material or clouds are present would produce a radar /,
echo greater than that normally axpected, . aa H
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This report was not forwarded by electrical means due to the low evaluatiton
of the sightings and the delay in receipt of the report. <t 1
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COMMT BY PREPARING OFFICER: / |
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1. Shirot 'GCI’is located approximately 22 miles Northeast of Haneda AFH. The |\
objects in the Northeast quadrant froin Haneda, would also be at close range to Shirof,!
in the Southwest quadrant of that station. : j \

i

2. The "S" band radar used for GCA Search and for GCI is not believed to be |
normally capable of picking up birds with sufficient return to be noticeable; howev, ir
it should be notdd that for this period of the year (Md-August tc October) » the @!
Japanese Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry states that there are large numbers of\

MOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MCANING GF THE. ESPIONAGE ACT,50 U.S, C.—
31 AND 22, ASAMENDED. IFS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 1S PROHIBITED BY LAW,
IT MAY NOT BE REPROOUED 1M WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF, 1. ‘
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ATIL Office, DA FEAF

migratory birds in the Tokyo area. Thase birds, mostly SNIPE and PLOVER, crow to
great size, ad are often larger than eagles. They fly towards the South in groups

of from 20 to L(0. Their flights fenerally take place from sunset to midnight and
their altitude varies from 1000 to 10000 feet. On long distance flights the altitude
is usually 6000 to 10000 feet, while the altitude when etreling in local areas is
generally much lever, In adci:ion, local owls and hawks often circle in the areas
near the land at night.

\
3. This ccrtact was in aporoximately the same position as the contact on 5 Aug

52, and reportac on FEAF IR-35-52, dated 12 Aug 52.

Captain, USAF :
(ATLO)
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USA = MATS IR=58h=52
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Tokyo International Alrport, Japan Hg, Pacifie Divialon, MATS, Hickam 4¥3,T.i.

15 September 1952 9 Sepbenber 1952 Fe2

Joan E, Rhode, Major, USar Indisated in report

Thia is « FINCBAPT, roselved this headquarters, from 159lst Ale Transport
Group, Travia Air Yorce Jase, California, on 12 September 1952, Date of information,
9 September 1952. iio distribution by this headquarters other than to MATS agencies,

APPROVEDs INGHAUG. DiACK

I% Colonel, Usay

Chiet, intelligence Division
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SOURCE: Master Sergeant Joseph H, Vehling AF 37344833 1956-1 AAcs Detachment,
NCOIC, GCA Team, Tokyo International Airport (iianeda Ai)

Xe At 40815 LST, 2 September 1952, source observed an unidentified target on
the ?PI scope of the GCA unit, “hen first observed the target was 9 miles north
of the field traveling at an ostimated cpeed of 40 to 69 miles per hour on a heading
of 90°, at an altitude of 3000 feat or lesa (PPI weope does not give elavations).
During the next hour the number of targets observed varied between one and three,
Tas original target remained on the scope for 15 minutes while others wera visible
for @ full hour,

@ The targets did not malutain formation,

b. Targeta moved in various directions but remained ia the NE quadract
from the flold (5° to 90°),

ce, The range of the targets varied from 16 miles to 1/4 mile irom the
Zilela.

a. there was no aircraft traffis reported in the local area at the tine
of the sighting. :

o Source was unable to locate the targets by visual uaans,

£, The targets produced a clearly vinible echo on the ¥?I scope avout
tha size of that caused by a C-124 airorart,

@- Tho weather at the tine of the sighting wags Totinated 10,000 broken
clouds, visibility 7 miles, wind from MW at 6 aph, temperature 30°, dew point 73°,

2. Source stated that he was ia telephone contact with the AC2¥ unit at
Shirol AB (35 494 140 O12) at the tine ths targets were picked up and that the
radar observers at that basa also picked up the targets in the same area, it was
the opinion of the cource that the tarzets observed were birds, iia could not,
however, account for the large echo produced by the objects,

CONT OF PE: SESICER: From a standpoint of pure Bpeculation, considerr-
tion migas ba given to the possibility that migratory birds which hava arrived froa
an erea where radioactive material or slouds are present would produce a radar echo
greater than that normally expected,

Tais report was not forwarded by eclactrical means dua to the low evaluation of
the sightings and the delay in recelpt of the raport,

JUAN E, RHODES

Wajor, USar

Intelligence Officer
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