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Bright object which left bright trail was 1. Interesting report and a good
observed by many civilian observers. Some | on-the-spot analysis,
sources believe phenomena to be high flying i |
a/c leaving vapor trail which wes illuminsted’
by sunset, |
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SUMMARY: (Buter concies summary of report, eS ne Ce ‘List inclowaresat lower left. Begin text of report on AF Form 118—Part 1

At epproximitely. 1700 hours on| 199 Oatober TO53 am object appeared in the sky
weet of STLYA, A that caused’ Sderatie Gamieat among some of the- people
whe saw SUTast was in two parte: @ treil siriliar to the contrail of as
airplane and an.objeot that detached itself from thie trail in cuch the samo way niey
that om adrplane would detach itself from-its contrail upom leaving the conditions >:

that caused it... The*Breil Was remarkable for. Sa short Length and both parte for-
thetr brilliance. wee

thts,phenomenon wae Vieabdle from 1700 heare until about 1735. Its altitude
was ostizated at 35,000 to 15,000 feet and no sound was heard. Ceiling and Miakq
bility were unlimited end the sun was low in the weat. A great rany peoole saw:

either one or both objects and all but one of them attributed their brilliance to"
reflection from the'sun, The short length of the trail, which varied from very|

short and fan shapedito ten or fifteen times the width, * aepending on the position
of the observer,was: generally believed.to be caused. by an airplane travelling© |:
either directly toward or away from this General, Arse

Le. Kee considered the object he saw umaual because of its brilliance, the. as
length of time it retained ite brilliance and the manner of its disappearance, He.

saw it for thirty or forty seconds. He did not believe that it would maintain the-

proper at‘itude to thevsunite.act as a reflecting surface for that period of time.

This together with the fact that it eeemed to him to burn itself out, led him to ©

believe that it generated ite own briliiences, He eaid its speed was not. excesaive,.

PlightService reported hi:iSpeed airoratt “‘ppereting in this ares ab thie tines
Tuwer personnel at Craig Air Fores fase resorted that a jet airplane passed over the

base at about 1725 hourse It ia believed that this Antdont can be explained ag_
the flight of.a:high speed, high altitude airplene made remarkable by an menek

angular aemekon te‘So the sum and the ebeervers: J
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
From (Aomev) Headquarters, 3615th Plt

Tag Wing, Craig AFB, Alabama

STATENENE ©

. _° The following statement is submitted as required by AF Letter 200-5, dated.
@& April 1952. .

On Sunday afternoon, Octoder 19, 1952, at about 1725 hours I was reading the
newsoaver in my howe when a neighbor called. to- me.to.come outside and lock at:: a
somethings When I went into the yard he pointed to an object im the sky that looked
light and brilliant like a bright star. In shape, brilliance and color it resembled
the evening. starg.It- trevelled at a high speed, left no trail and made no sound «-
that I could hears: When I first saw it, it- was about 20 degrees south of the SURg
at = bigh altitude and was travelling on what eacpeared to be @ straight course toward
the southeast. After about thirty or fourty seconds the brilliance changed gradually
to a dull reddish glow which wabbled slowly and then disappeared.
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I saw this objeet with the unaided eye at my-home in Selmont, which is located.
approximately one mile south of Selma, Alatama.. The umisual features about this \.
observation were the initial brilliance, the length of time this brilliance lasted.
and the odd manner in which it changed color and then disappeared. :
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0 The following. statenant ie subaitted as requived by AF Letter. 200-5 dated

ts X7I5 hours on 19 Ostsber 1952, I was standing on the chops of Vue Guard tas
when I spotted a small round object about the size of a silver quarter, which hed
& szall vaportrail a short: distance behind the object, The vapor trail was about

two to three feet in length, I watched this _e for. about two minutes. 38
leoked to be at abent ‘0 degrees. :

My belief. ‘Le that- this object was some yee of aircraft leaving a -apor trail.
ae there wage small silver object in front of the vapor trail which looked like -

an airplane traveling at a very hich altitude, At this high altitude the object.
end the vaper trail were moving very very slowly.
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