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ATRORAFT CONTROL AMD VARNIN
507th Tactical Control Group

Shew Air Torca Fase

South Carolina

On 4 Dee 1952 I went on duty at CS00 hors a3 Plan Position Inde

Aicator ab the Tactical Air Direction Center. Ab approximately 0315

hours a few scattered targets bayan to apnear on my scons. At approve

imately 0342 hours a target appeared on my scons, acinuth 034 degrssa

worimately %2 nilea. This target was assigned ag track LL, Tt

then called in a centimiation of the remaining moving

I ovserved ths scons for track 11 it was at 034 docrees at 99 miles.

At that tims the sweep wos at approximabely 369 degrass. Then it

appeared at 052 decress at 99 miles. I called thse floor surerviser

and told him that I had an unusurl target. Ab this tims the target

had moved to 062 degress ob 99 miles, At this tine the floor super

visor end 4/20 Arkhur A, \alicr and A/LO Walter Hopf from Sadar Maine
tenanes Section came to the scom. Next sweep the targeb was at O89

‘degrees 2b 99 miles, then at ROD de rees at 99 miles, then to 112

decrees at 99 miles. Ths targat stopred at 112 desrees for anproxe

imately thres sweeps, the teargst then move back to 105 deurees at which

tine it disappeared, ‘The abovs moves froa 034 dagress 1b 99 miles to

112 dezreas at 99 miles are consecutive sweeps of ths anberna which is

ravelving at 4, revolution par minute. The target disavpsarsd at approx- :

imately 0347 houra. The spesd was estimated at approximately 6,000 miles | ;

per hour.

ata, henrte

Larval!© Peaerro
WIALD GS. THOMAS, A 35272157 ' ,

BS USAF

e this 5th day of December 1952.
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% THRU: ATLAS FROM | ATTAR=5 ‘ DATE = Feb 53 COMMENT NO,1

TO: ATIAm2 Lt Olsson/jo

ATIN: Mr, James ; 65365/8263/PA30

As a result of conversation with Lt Re M. Olsson, ATIAE=5, concerning an slec=

tronic sighting of a U.A.P., this section requests that you review the inclosed

sighting of , Dec 52 from Congaree AFB, South Carolina, and submit a written opinion

of its possible cause, - All information available to ATIAB=-5 is included in the sub=

ject incident folder with the exception of charts for temperature vs. altitude and

dewpoint rates,

as

1 Incl E. J. RUPPELT, Capt, USAF

a/s * Chief, Aerial Phenomena Section
Electronics Branch

Technical Analysis Division

Air Technical Intelligence Center

Tf inclosure... Looe.Ts withdrawn (aP
not attached), the classification of thia com

MCL7respondence will be downgrased to.
accordance with paragraph 258,

4 * ed “
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- UNCLASSIFIED mK

Congarce Air Force Base, South Carolina 
& Deewtier Ise

I. Description of Incidents

One unidentified object was sighted by radar at Congaree AFB at 03,2 EST
by an AN/MS-5 radar set. The sighting was strictly electronic, not visual.
The objectwas sighted 100 miles NE of the radar site, traveling at an esti-
mated speed of 6,000 mph with contact lasting 5 minutes. The weather at the
time consisted of low stratus clouds, no precipitation, and winds KS at 5 mph.

All observers were airmen graduates of radar operator's school with be-
tween two to five years experience and considered excellent and reliable
sources.

II. Discussion of Incident:

Several past radar sightings of this type have been received by ATIC and
evaluated as probable interference from another radar station, This incident
may fall into this category eventually in that the excessive speeds of 6,000
mph plus the object's tengency to the radar beam's sweep indicate that inter-
ference’ may—have been present. However, not enough information has yet been
gathered on local weather, temperature and moisture v.s. altitude, so this
incident will be carried as unknown until such information arrives.

III. Conclusions

Unknown
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oa Of report, Glee significance in final one-sentence paragraph. List inclosuresat lower left. Begin text of report on AF Form 118—Part 11.)

ta this case a summary of ths following report is inpessibla, ‘he rsport
in the mesteoncise form is crspared on Part II of this report,

‘
A

Arad 12,177 tay fis
PAUL We MAYHSW
Ist Lt. usar

Approving Officer

renin MS,

Notarized Statemeat by S/Szt Donald 2, Thomas
Notarized Statement by 4/1C Clarence Ww. Ives
jotarized Statement by A/LC Walter Hopf and A/2C Arthur A, Walier
Notarized Statement by 4/10 Ardea Patefield
Grid Hap for Reference

DISTRIBUTION BY ORIGINATOR

NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT. 1 U. s.C—
OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY Law,

Sa HAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE. GENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
P Si ers

10—55560-1 —v. 5. Govenyment painting orrice



FROM (Agency)

W27th AceW §

In compliance with paragraph 7d, Air Force Letter 200-5 the Tollowiag
information is submitted. All information is itemized corresponding to
paragraph Jot

1, Cae object was sighted appreximately 100 miles north east of
Congaree Air Force 3ase, South Carolina traveling at an estimated speed
ef 6,000 miles per hour, ‘The object circled the base at a radius of avprex=
inately 100 miles from 034 degrees to 112 degrees

a, Ne information is available as te shape, size, color, aero
dynamics, trail or exhaust, propulsion system, and sounds

2, ‘The object was sighted at Odh2 zone time, contact was maintained
for 0005 minutes,

3. Object was observed by an AN/MPS-5 radar sste

he The AN/WPs-5 radar set is Located at Conzaree AF3, 8,0, ‘The
Coordinates are Lat 33 degrees 56 minutes 00 sedends, Lon 80 degrees 4,7
minutes 30 secends west, The latitude redding is north, The object was
first sighted $5 miles from the observer at 03), degrees and observed until
it disappeared 99 miles from the base at 105 degrees, (See map as reference)

5. The radar set operator was S/Sgt Thomas and wag witnessed by A/lo
Walter Hopf, A/1C Arden Patefield, A/iC Clarence Ives, and A/2C Arthur
Walisr, These Airman are rated excellent in regard to reLiavility and ars

graduates of radar operators school with two to five years experience,

6, The weather conditions were as follows: Low stratus clouds, no
precipitation, and winds north east at 5 miles psr hour,

7» No known moterorolegical condition existed.

8 ie phisical evidence exists such as fraguents, or photographs,

9. Ne interception or identification action was taken,

10. No knowa Air Traffic was in the areva at the tine of sightiag,

DOWNGR,
DECLARED ap

NOTE; THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 80 U. S.C.—
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED, ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHOR!ZEO PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW,
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITEO STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSIONOF THE DIRECTOROF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF. 
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T27TH ALRORART Coat JOD VARA ING SQUADRON

507th Tactical Control Croup

Shaw Alr Fores Bxs9 UNCLASSIFIEO
South Carolina

On the morning of 4 Dacsmbsr 1952, I A/LC Clarenca W. Ives did
se¢ a targsS that was baing called in and it was moving ab a very

high speed, I only seen it for ona long move then it stepped for

avproxinately one minute, then cane dirsebly back in ths path it was

moving, and faded, Thais track was first picked uo ab 9340 by S/Sgb
Thomas who wis: ab the scope. it was around %) ~iles from our sight.

CLARTICE We. IVS, AF 26797632

A/ic USAP

Sworn to and subscribsd befors_me this 5th day of December 1952.

RICHARD G, Cio53%

Captain, USAF
Adjutant

DOWNGRADED7 T 3 YRAR yarnDECLASSIFIED AFrER aNVTERVALS,
DOD DIB 5200.19 “SARS.
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727TH ALRCRAST CONTROL AND WARNING SQUADRON
507th Tactical Control Croup

Shaw Air Force Base P HT) A roared’
South Carolina UNCLASS: deans

On the morning of 4 December 1952, I A/1C Arden D, Patafisld of
the tadar Operators Section had the first hour off and was sibbing at
the scops normaly used for controlling. This scone was sat un for a
rangs of °0 miles. At approximatly 0340 S/3zt Thomas picked un the
fast woving track and reported it. I inmediatly adjusted the scope
to pick up out to 100 miles’ 50 as to pick up the same track. I saw
the track ab 99 miles out traveling at a terrific spzed in a Southern
course.

AGEN D. PATIFIG.0, A¥ 163397290

a/ic USAF

Sworn to aad subscribed bafors ms this 5th day of Deesnber 1952.

RICHAD

Captain, = USAF
Adjutant
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f Gow? is ANO WARNING ScUA BON
507th Tactical Control Group

Shaw Air Forces Bxss UNCL AS LED
South Caroiina tg ahs

On the morning 4 Dacember 1952, I A/1C Valter Hopf, and I Af2e
Arthur A. Waller of Radar Maintenances Section waa in ths Control Van
adjasbing a scons when we heard ons of the overators call that he Ind
an unusual objec’ on ths scons and that 1t was moving very fash, je
went to the screen and saw an abject moving apnroximatsly 20 dezrees
per sweep about 190 miles out. the object wa moving Southeast, te

watched the targst for several sweaps until it slowed, stoned ond
after a Tew sweeps disanpsared. To my imowledzs this was no radar

malfunction,

uP hur A. ALt
ARTHUR A. VALIGR, AF 12371215

A/2e USAF

Sworn to and subscribed befors me this 5th day ofDecember 1952.

(és. 4
et 1ARD G. CHOdSBY

REVEAN USAE
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