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SUMMARY: (Enier conciss summary of report. Gise significancs in final onesenéence paragraph. List inclomres ot lower left. Begin (o2t of report om AF Form 118—Pert IL)

Cn 4 December 1352 the United States Department of Commeree Weather Bureau,
located on Laredo Air Force Dase, released a lighted weather balloon at 2053 hours,
Contral Standard Time, Surface wind and low altitude winds were from the northwest
at low velocity. Weather cbservers did not observe aireraft in the vieinity of
balloon. Neither tower nor other aircraft observed light,
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1. On the nizht of 4 December 1952, lst Lt Robert 0, Arnold was flying locally
in a T-28 type aircraft for the purpode of completing AR 40-2 rscuirements. After
{lying in the local area for approximataly two hours, Lt Arnold returned to “he aire
fiald to enter 4raffic and land. Student training in T-33 Jet aircraft was in oroe-
rress and the landing neriod was in session. Lt Arnold received this information
from the tower and therefore remained aloft until the landing period was over so that |
he mizht anter normal traffic and land,

2. while waiting for permission from the tower to land, Lt Arnold circlad the
field in a counter clockwise manner and observed the Jet aircraft in the pattern and |
landing from an altitude of 5000'. After approximately L5 minutes of holdinz alor, |
Lt Arnold ascertained there were only three Jot aircraft remaining in traffic, A (
urreillance of the immediate area around the field to see if any other aircraft |
ramained alaft was made by Lt Arnold to determine how much lonzer he would be required |

..a hold before landing, It was at this time he noticed a rapidly moving blueish
Lizht at acoroximate traffic altitude (1500' to 2000'). It was approximately 8 o'clock
1ow $o his position, which was about two miles southeast of the base at 6000', and
the 1lizht appeared to be over the Heizhts residential area, directly southwest of the
.;:uu, and traveling on a southeastarly course., Lt Arnold considered the object to be
Tourth Jet aircraft still outeide the traffic pattern until hs noticed the abunca
af position, pasaing, and fuselaze lizhts,
3. At this poind, Lt Arnold steepened his turn to the laft to keep the object
in sizht. The object contirmed on a southeasterly course until aporoximately six
tilas southeast of Lt Arnold*s position, which was aporoximately where he had orizi-
nally =2izhted the cbject. At this time the object rose immediately to Lt Arnold's |
slzitude of 6000" and began a wide sweeoing counter clockwise orbit of the Air Base. ‘
The terrific speed of the cobject still led Lt Arnold to think i% was a Jeot aircrafd |
1ntil he realized from previous Jet axperience that the speed should have been cons!. l-
srably dissipated after such a maneuver, At a position approximately three miles
north of the airfield in the ocbjecte.orbit it immediately descended to approxinasely! .
1500 to 2000* azain and continued its orbit to the left around the city of Laredo,
| Taxas, until it reached approximately the center of the business district, at which l
i iuthoohjonudo:mmldmttugummmﬂ:toaporo:imtolylSOOO‘ *
me rate of climb was terrific. A% this point, the object was approximately 6 to 8
| dles southwest of Lt Arnold's position (Hhich was directly over the ramp on a
southerly heading). The object then turned sastward and immediately descended to |
Lt Arnold's altitude of A000' azain and proceeded eastward until apporoximately 6 miles |
southeast of the base azain and it seemed to stop as if it were hovering, zoing |
straight awsy or coming straight toward Lt Armold's aircraft. At this time, Lt Arnold
2dded fall power and declined the piich of his alrcraft to proceed directly south-
castward toward the object. Lt Arnold's inteations were merely curiosity. Aporoxi-
| wately two 3sconds after this action was taken by Lt Arnold, the object appeared to
close at a terrific rate in a head on approach. At approximately 100 yards in front
| 5f Lt Arnold's aircraft, the object seemed to waver slightly ia a vertical plans as |
l 17 detsrmining on which side of his aireraft to pass, The object passed very closely
off the left wing of Lt Arnold's aircraft within a distance of 50 yards and Lt Armold
noted a blurred reddish-blueish haze of undetermined sise and chape, dut definitaly
no larger than his aireraft. This action happened so rapidly that Lt Arnold was une |
a;'.:la to takce any evasive action. Immediately after the abjuut passed, Lt Arnold broke |
| sharply to the left in order to keep the object in sight., The object rapidly made a
_listinz ascent azain to aporoximately 15000 and circled to the left and began %o
d2scend as if positioning itself for another pass on Lt Arnold's aircraft, At this
’ znint, out of sheer fright, Lt Arnold turned oif all his running lishts and spiraled
' 3520ply o the left, ieeping the object in sight, and leveled off at 1500', At this
’ “iae the ocoject seemed to level oIf {rom 1its cireling descent towards L% Arnold's aire
c=alt, “urn sharply o the ridib on i southsrly headinz and nade angther rapid Ilitéiaz
' ~scent lato the atmosphere until out of sizht.
i
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The objest was observed by Lt Arnold for approximately seven minutes arid the
axact time of the head on pass was 2053, The objeet has been referred to as an
object because it was identifiable only by the small, flickering blueish light by
which the cbeerver was able to track its flizht path. The size of the light was i
deseribed by the observer as approximately 1/2 the .size of the glow emitted by a
normal positien light on a T=33 type aircraft. Ite speed was estimated to Le in
axcess of 500 MY, and its mansuvers, which consisted mainly of rapid flitting ascents
and descents, were umsually outstanding because they were certainly not conventional.
5. The observer parked his aireraft on the Laredo Air Force Base ramp at exactly
2105 and shertly thereafter reported the incident to the proger authority.

6, Sketeh of observer's flizht path and the object's flight path is athached,
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" eneds Air Force pilot 1la\, d at t:red'o", Texas.

Since actual names are-deleted in clearing in-
telligenc® reports, I call him Lt. Earl Fogle.
Twelve miles from the field, Fogle told

air-base officers, a blue-lighted object had al-

most crashed into his fighter. It had been no
accident. The strange device had raced head-
on at his lighted F-51. At the last instant, it had
flipped to one side, streaking by at terrific speed.

Badly shaken, Fogle watched it flash up
in a vertical climb. After a moment, the object
turneq, circling back as if for another pass.
Fogle hastily switched off his, lights, nosed

# @ B L [ |

down in a steep spiral. The unknown machine
dived to 2,000 feet. Apparently missing Fogle’s
plane in the dark, it circled toward Laredo air
base, then swiftly turned away. Again climb-
ing straight upward, the machine disappeared
in the night.

Three years before, many Air Force offi-
cers would have scoffed at Fogle's report. He
was not ridiculed now. For two hours, intel-
ligence officers grilled him on every detail, Did
the UFO (unidentified flying object) seem to
be piloted or under remote control? What was
its size and shape? Its speed compared with a
jet? Did the blue light blink or pulsate? On

and on went the questions, worked .out by th /

Air Technical Intelligence Center to identii*r
UFO types. Then secret reports were put ox

the wires for the ATIC at Dayton, Ohio, and
intelligence headquarters in Washington, D.C.

The intelligence report of the Laredo en-
counter was cleared for me by Albert M. Chop,
the Air Force civilian expert on UFO's. Two
years before, as acting press chief at Dayton,
Chop had learned most of the flying-saucer
story from Project Bluebook. When he trans-
ferred to the Pentagon, he had become the Air
Force press specialist on flying saucers.

(The Air Technical Intelligence Center.

summary of the Laredo incident.was seen by
a Loox researcher in September aftér Major
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Keyhoe’s book was in print. Itifol -
lowed the Keyhoe version in $ub-
stance but commented: _"ATIC be- i
lieves that it was an aircraft and
that the maneuvers were CXag-
gerated.” The official conclusion
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Lackland. Alr Force Base, Texas. | " December 1952

I. Description of Incident

While orbiting over Lackland AFB a T-28 type aircraft sighted an unusual
blue 1light of about half the intensity of the normal glow emltted by a T-33
position light, The time of sighting was approximately 2048 CST under c¢lear
weather conditions with the wind at 6,000 feet from 15 degrees at 25 knots.
The object's maneuvers consisted of a counter-clockwise orbit over the air
base, an apparent pass on the T-28 and finally an irregular rapid ascent and
disappearance to the south. The pilot of the observing aireraft attempted an
interception but overshot. The object was not sighted after 2056 CST.

ITI, Discussion of Incident

Student flying in Jot type alrcraft was in progress at the time of sighting,
The observing pilot saw these aircraft and could not have confused them with

the unidentified object, A scheduled balloon launch from Lackland AFB was set
for approxinmetely 2100 CST, very close to the time of sighting, In addition,
the orbiting climb of the obJect as well as its general southerly heading (which
ties in with the winds aloft) indicato that the unimown was probably a balloon.

Project Blue Book has had many reports in the past of known balloons apparently
intercepting investigating aircraft.

1II. GQMiuﬂiﬂn

Probably a balloon.

15 153-3655




CASB #1 C/
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It wvas at this time he noticed a rapldly moving bluish lizht at approximate traffic
altitude (150C" to 2000°')., It wes approximately 8 o'clock low %o his position, vhieh
vos cout 2 nilles 83 of thi tagse at COCO' directly SW of the bage traveliag on & OB
course. The pilot considered the object to be a Lth jet a/c outside the trarfic pattern
until he noticed the absence of poslition, passing, and fuselage lights, The pilot
cteepaned his turn to the loft to keep the objact in sizht, The object contiaued on a
CE course until approximately 6 nilles S2 of his position which was opproximately where
532 tad originally sighted the obJect. At this time the objlect rose lumedlately 4o the
pilot's altitulde of 6000' end bezan 2 wide sweening counter clockwise orbit of the hasze,
The terrific speed of the object stlll led the »itlot t2 think it was a Job 'aircrafr.
until he realized from previous jet experience that the speed should have heen conaider-
ably dissipated af'ter such a maneuver, Al a position mpmroximately 3 nilss I of the
air field in the n‘njac't's orbit, 1t Lmmedlately descended to upproximately 25,8064-53
1500 to 200" azain end continued its orbit to the left oxound the city of Laredo, "axaa,
watil 1t reached apmroximately the center of the business district, at which time “ho
object nmade a very rapid flitting sscemt due S to aprroximate 15,000', The rate of
climb was terrific. At this point, the cbject was approximately 6 1o 3 niles 5W of the
pilot?s positiom (vhich was directly over the raxp on a S heading). The objeet then
twuned Zaatwerd and immediately cescended to the pilot's altitude of 6,000' 2zaln and
rroceeded TasTemrd 'ntll approximately 6 miles SE of the hase ogaila and it seemed o
stop as 1f 1% were hovering, golng straight avay or coming atraizht toward the pilot?s
ailrcraft, At this time the pilot added full power and rroceeded dirveetly S8 toward the

cbjact., The pilst’s intentions were marely curiosity. - Approximate 2 coconds ofter tals

ecticn was talen by the piloh, the object eppeared to close at a torriflc ra*s In a
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CASE # 1 (comtd)

hoad-on approsch. A% approximately 100 yards in front of the pilot's a/c the object
seemed to waver slightly in a vertical plane as if detsrmining on which side of his
alrcraft to jess. The cbject passed very closely off the loft wing of the w/e within
50 yards distance cnd the pilot noted a bHlurred reddish-blueish hage of 'mdetermined
size and shape but definitely no larper than his a/c, This action happened to rapidly
thn.t;éh pn.ot vas unable to tale any evasive action, Iimedlately after the ubject
M, the pilot broke sharply to the left in order to lLzep the objeet in sizht,
The cbject rapidly mede a flitting aseent again to approximately 15,000' =nd cireled

$o the laft and began to descent a3ll positioning itself for another pass on the pilos's

a/s. At this point, out of sheer fright, the pilot turned off a1l his running iights
aod spiraled steeply to the left, Leeping the cbjlect in asizht ond leveled off at
lW';. At 1th£l tine the cbject scemed to level off from its circling descent towards"
the pilot'i'q/c, turned sharply to tha right on a S kheading 'azu‘l made another repid

flitt:.n; a.sunt into the atmosphere mtll out of sight., The cbject wvas Dhserved by

th- pllot rw;mru!-h T ninutes and the exact time of the head-cn-pags vas m53.

‘-'T'"'Ill-..*

<.mly'b:r
{fhe small, flickering Dlueish light Dy which the observer was able to track its flight
path, the size of the light vas described Ly the chserver as epmroximate 1/2 the size

The object has been referred to as an "shjeet” Lecause it was

of the glow amitted Dy normal pesitiom 1light on 2 T-33 type alrcraft, Iis cpreed vas
estimated to De in oxcess of 500 !PH and 1ta raneuvers, vhich consisted mainly of

|
|

rapld rlitting cscents and descents, vere unusually outatanding, because ithey wvere
certaialy not comventional, The observer parked his a/c on the Laredo AB raop at
e::aétly 2105 and shortly thereafter reported the incident to the proper authority.

ATIC CCMMENT: ATIC Delieves that it wes on a/c 2nd that the maneuvers were cxazzerated,

i -
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PAGE TWO JUFHEX 32

WHICH COIT TO FLICKER SIUILAR TC THE ARC LIGHT EMITTED BY Al ELEC 1Dz

IN OPR, TIfE APPARENT SIZE OF THE LIGHT WAS EST AT APPRY 1/2 TiT SIy:
OF THE NORMAL GLOW EMITTED BY A PSH LIGHT O A T=33 TYPE JET ACFT.
2. TIME OF SIGHTING BY THE OBSR WAS APRX 2043 CIi CMA TUE TINVE o
L AGGRISSIVE PASS WAS EXACTLY 2355 CEN AMD THE OBJ DISAPPEARED IuT
THE ATM AT APPRX 2256 CEile
3¢ OBSR WAS MADE FROM A T=23 TYPE ACFT TVL IN A COUNTER CLOCKUI-:

ORBIT AROUND LAFE AT AN ALT OF &2C3Z FT AlND AN A/S OF 3187 KNOTSe TiT _=.

"YAS SIGHTED WITH THE NAKED EYE,
..l GEOGRAPHICAL LOC OF OBSR WAS LATITUDE NORTH 27 DEGREES 33 i
LQ;GTITUDE=z§§;'99 DEGREES 27 MIN IN A COUNTER CLOCKWISE OREIT AROL
LAFB TEX ., - .
5. OBSR IS A 1ST LT IN THE AIR FORCE AMD MAS DEEN A RT PLT FCO <
/2 YiSe
6+ THE SKY COMD WAS CLEAR AND THE WINDS AT THE OBSR LEVEL VER:
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94 C253R KEPT OBJ Iii SIGIT DURING PD OF OBSR MERELY OUT OF CU:i

UNTIL OBJ JADE AN AGGRESSIVE !EAD=0} PASS AT THE BOSR WHICH LAY T
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( PAGE TIHREE JUFMBX 32 |

ERN¥ED All INTCP,
12 STU JET FLY WAS IN PROGRESS AT LAFB AlID APRX THREE JET ACFT
REMAINED IZ‘J“ TRAFFIC PLUS THE OBSR ACFT YWHICH YAS HCLDING ALOFT PENDING

Nel'i

TWR PERMISSION TO ENT TRAT A!D LAND.
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