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AT Se24 AsMe A B=29 BOMBER+ PILOTED BY CAPTAIN JOHNHARTER, WAS 190 MILES 01

FROM_GALVESTONAND _ABOUT 100.MILES SOUTH OF THE LOUISANA COASTe THE 5-295 02
CRUISING IN BRIGHT MOONLIGHT AT 18.000 FEET» WAS RETURNING TO 17S BASE IN 03

TEXASs A MINUTE BEFOREs HARTER HAD CALLED THE RADAR OFFICER» LIEUTENANT SID 04__
COLEMAN» ANO ASKED HIM TO TURN ON THE SET» SO HE COULO CHECK THE COASTLINE ON05—

H SCOPE _IN THE COCKPITs 06_

“AT 5025+ BACK IN THE SHIPy COLEMAN WAS WATCHING THE MAIN RADARSCOPE TO SEE 07

_LE_THECOAST SHOWED UP.SUDDENLYTHE BLIP OFSOME UNKNOWN OBJECTAPPEAREOAT O&
ONE EDGE OF THE SCREENe WHEN THE SWEEP MADEITS NEXTREVOLUTION» COLEMAN 09

_ JUMPED ». _ Sym ‘ el ee none 10

IN THAT BRIEF MOMENT THE UNKNOWNOBJECT HAD GONE 13 MILESs 11
THIRD BLIP LEAPED ONTO THE SCOPE ASTHE ONCOMING OBJECT STREAKED TOWARD12 |

THE B-29. FOR AN INSTANT IT SEEMED THEY WOULD MEET HEAD=ONe THEN COLEMAN SAw13_

THEIR PATHS WEREDIVERGINGsHESNATCHEDUP HIS STOP=WATCHs YELLEO FORTHE 14

FLIGHT ENGINEERs 15

“_#BALLEY.sHELP ME TRACK THIS THINGs* eee,

BEFORE THE ELIPS FADED. COLEMAN AND THE STAFF SERGEANT SWIFTLY COMPUTED THE17.
INKNOVN= BE= 18

IT WAS 5,240 MILES AN HOURe iS
THE TwO MEN GAPED AT EACH OTHER: THEN COLEMAN GRABBED HIS INTERCOM MIKE AND20 _

CALLED THE P!LOT. 21

RCA TAIN == CHECK YOUR SCOPE s_ WE JUST CLOCKED ANUNKNOWN AT _OV 5s000«e* 22

___-_#THAT=S IMPOSSIBLE+* SNAPPED HARTER» #*RECALIGRATE THE SETs# : ame

AS COLEMAN HURRIEOLY WENT TO WORK» MASTER SERGEANT BAILEY BENT OVER THE 24

—SCOPEs_.. aa oe a oe Be eee 25
*#THERE=§ ANOTHER ONE == TWO OF THEMs# HE EXCLAIMED» 26
A_SECOND_LATER_ LIEUTENANT _CASSIDY + THE NAVIGATOR» CUT_IN ON THE INTERCOMe 27

#I=VE GOT =EM ON MY SCOPE, TOO* HE SAID TAUTLY. 28

BY THE T1IME_COLEMAN FINISHED RECALIBRATING» THE BLIPS_OF FOUR_UFO=S_WERE2%
RACING ACROSS HIS SCREENe ASRUPTLY»s HARTER=S CRISP VOICE CAME THROUGH THE 30

}—_3.NTERCOMs......-. Se ee Tees ee ee ee:
*I=VER GOT FOUR UNKNOWNS AT 12 O=CcLOcK (DEAD AHEAD)« WHAT DO You SHO 32
*THEY=RE_ON_ALL_ THREE SCOPE Ss# SAID _<COLEMAN» #1I-VE RECALIBRATED =- IT=S_NO33

MALFUNCTIONs # 34

UR_IN.THE COCKEITs HARTER_INCREOULOUSLY. WATCHED THE SWIFT=MOVING BLIPS 35

CROSS HIS GLASS» AS ONE APPRCACHED ON THE RIGHT, HE CALLED OUT A HASTY ALERT.36

*UNKNOWN AT_3._O=CLOCK0+. Te Sete ere 37

BACK IN THE B=29) BAILEY SPRANG TO THE RIGHT WAIST BLISTER ANO PEEREDOUT 32

—INTO_THE_NIGHTe ASTONISHED» _HE_SAW_A BLUE-L1T_OBJECTSTREAK.FROMFRONT TO 39.
REAR» MOVING SO FAST IT WAS ONLY A BLUE=WHITE BLUR» THE OBJECT VANISHED UNDER4O

Be a aee ae Sea we Se Ea Ee!

THE STRANGE OBJECT HAD HARDLY DISAPPEARED ‘WHEN ANOTHER GROUP OF BLIPS CAME 42
ONTO. ALL_THREE_SCOPESeLIKE THE OTHER OBJECTS» THE NEW GROUP WASMAKING OVER43.

51000 MILES AN HOURe TO MAKE IT WORSEs THEY WERE ALL COMING FROM ALMOST DEAD 44

—AHEAD.e THOUGH THEIR COURSE STILL DIVERGED ENOUGH TO MISS THEBOMBERBY MILES»45_
THE SLIGHTEST CHANGE MIGHT PUT THE CREW IN INSTANT PERILe AT THOSETERRIFIC 46.

— SPEEDS THEY WOULON=THAVE A PRAYER, AND EVERY MAN ABOARD KNEW ITe RY:
SIX MINUTES AFTER THE FIRST SIGHTING: THERE WAS A SUDDEN LULL. AS THE ry)

__ SCOPES CLEARED» COLEMAN DREW A LONG BREATH. APPARENTLY THE NIGHTMARE WAS 49

OVER» 50°

A MINUTES PASSEDe THE TENSE AIRMEN WERE SLOWLY BEGINNINGTO RELAX WHEN A Si
THIRD GROUP CF SLIPS FLASHED ONTO THE SCOPESe COLEMAN SEIZEDHISSTOP=WATCH, Sz

__ SWIFTLY CALLES OFF THE TIMES AND DISTANCESe BAILEY FIGURED THE SPEEDS, GRIMLYS3

NODDED. ; a 54

¥SAME_AS 55 2% HE MUTTERED._ : 55
THE RADAR CER BENT OVER THE SCREEN. TWO OF THE UFO-S WERE ROCKETING BY=S6

ON THE RIGHT. 57

*#UNKNOWNS AT FOUR O=CLOCKe# HE BAWLED INTO THE MIKEe sé

STAFF SERSE 5!NT FERRISBEAT BAILEY _TO THE WAISTBLISTER» OPEN=MOUTHEO, HE 59
WATCHED TwO CSVECTS STREAK BY -= MERE BLURS OF BLUE-WHITE LIGHTe #60.

UP_IN THE COCKPIT»HARTER-S EYES WERE GLUED TO THE AUXILIARY SCOPE. FORTY 61

MILES AWAY) FIVE OF THE OBJECTS WERE RACING BEHIND THE BOMBER. CUTTING “ACROSS62

TS COURSE. a e322 ae Seee 63
SUDDENLY THE OBJECTS SWERVED, HEADING STRAIGHT FOR THE B-29. HARTER FROZE.64

AT THEIRTERRIFIC SPEEDTHEYWOULD CLOSE THE GAP INTHREE SECONDS. 65

BUT BEFORE HE COULD MOVE THE CONTROLS» AN INCREDIBLE THING HAPPENED. 66
ABRUPTLYTHE ONRUSHING UFO=<S SLOWED TO THE BOMBER-S SPEED» FOR TEN SECONDS 67

THEY KEPT PACE BEHINO [T+ WHILE THE PILOT HELO HIS BREATH. | © 68°

THEN»: SWIFTLY PICKING UP SPEEDO, THE UNKNOWN OBJECTS PULLED OFF TO ONE SID&e69__
AT THE SAME MOMENT HARTER CAUGHT SIGHT OF A HUGE BLIP -— A HALF=INCH SPOT“ON 770
——THE_SCOPE.:AMAZED» HE SAW THE MOST FANTASTIC THING OF ALLe _ = vf

STILL MOVING AT OVER 5.000 MILES AN HOUR, THE SMALLER OBJECTS MERGED WITH 72

—THE LARGER OBJECT.JNSTANTLY*s THE HUGE BLIP BEGAN TO ACCELERATE. MOVINGSO 75

FAST THAT HARTER SAT STUNNEDs IT FLASHED ACROSS HIS SCOPE AND WAS GONEe 74

_——A_FEW_MOMENTSLATER COLEMAN=<S AWED VOICE CAME THROUGH THE INTERCOMs aid
¥CAPTAINe DID YOU SEE THAT e# 76

-—___#YES== _I_SAW [Ts* SAID HARTER. 77

*WE CLOCKED [T)* SAID COLEMANs *YOU WON-T BELIEVE THIS -- IT WAS MAKING Te
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-—__STAF®_SERGEANT FERRISSEATBAILEY TO THE WAISTBLISTER. OPEN-MOUTHEO,HE 59
WATCHED TwO OBJECTS STREAK BY <= MERE BLURS OF. BLUE-BLUE=WHITELIGHTe 60

—___UP_IN_THE COCKPIT,» HARTER=s| SS WERE GLUEDTO T' AUXILIARY SCOPE. FORTY 61
MILES AWAY+ FIVE OF THE OBJECTS WERE RACING BEHIND THE BOMBER+ CUTTING ACROSS 62

ann a ts ee ee
SUDOENLY THE OBJECTS SWERVEDs HEADING STRAIGHT FOR THE B=298 HARTER FROZE.64

___ AT THEIR TERRIFIC SPEEDO THEY WOULD CLOSE THE GAP_INTHREE SECONDS._ 65

BUT BEFORE HE COULD HOVE THE CONTROLS» AN INCREDIBLE THING HAPPENED. 66

ABRUPTLY_THE ONRUSHING UFO=S SLOWED TO_ THE BOMBER=-SSPEED. FOR TEN SECONDS67
THEY KEPT PACE BEHIND IT» WHILE THE PILOT HELD HIS BREATH. 68
THEN»SWIFTLY PICKING UP SPEED, THEUNKNOWN OBJECTS PULLED OFF TO ONE S1DS.69

AT THE SAME MOMENT HARTER CAUGHT SIGHT OF A HUGE BLIP == A HALF=INCH SPOT ON 70

___THE SCOPE.: AMAZED» HE SAW THE MOST FANTASTIC THINGOF ALLe 71

STILL MOVING AT OVER 5,000 MILES AN HOUR, THE SMALLER OBJECTS MERGED WITH 72

——THE LARGES OSJECTs INSTANTLY» THE HUGE BLIP BEGAN TO ACCELERATE. MOVING SO af

FAST THAT HARTER SAT STUNNEDs IT FLASHED ACROSS HIS SCOPE AND WAS GONEe

OM AN=S_A CE CAME THROUGH THE INTERCOMe

#CAPTAINe DID YOU SEE THATe*

*#YES == 1 SAW ITs* SAIO HARTER.

*¥WE CLOCKED I[Ts* SAID COLEMANe #YOU WON=T BELIEVE THIS == IT WAS MAKING 78

OVER 92900 MILES AN HOURe%® : 79
*I BELIEVE IT» ALL RIGHT+* HARTER SAID GRIMLYs *THAT=S JUST WHAT I 80

FIGUREDs# is
‘FOR THE REST OF THE WAYs HE KEPT THE CREW ON ALERT» BUT NO MORE UFO

APPEARED. : ‘ —_

CAPTAIN HARTER HAD RADIOED AHEAD,» AND INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS WERE WAITING 84
WHEN THEY LANOED. OVER ANDO OVER THE AIRMEN WERE INTERROGATED, SEPARATELY ANO &5

86—TOGE THER s—NOTH ING- WOULD-CHANGE--THEIR STORY »-AND-STATEMENTS-—IN THE --REPORT-
SHOWED THEIR FIRM CONVICTIONe 87

———-— CAPTAIN -HARTER »—#ONE--GROUPOF. BLIPS WAS NOTEOD_AFTER_THESET_WAS._.___ Sees 1

CALIBRATED» TO ARC ABOUT AND SWING IN BEHIND US AT ABOUT 30 MILESe AND 89

___MAINTALN SPEED AND DISTANCE FOR APPROXIMATELY “TEN _SECONOSeeeCONTACTWAS ° 96

BROKEN OFF AT 0535» AFTER A GROUP OF THE BLIPS MERGED INTO A ONE=HALF=INCH ARC91

___AND_ PROCEEDED ACROSS THE SCOPE AND OFF_IT AT A COMPUTED SPEED OF OVER 9000 92
MePeHe* 92
LLEUTENANT_COLEMANes_#{ NOTICED ONE UFO. _APPROACH |OuR AIRCRAFTAT A TERRIFIC94

RATE OF SPEED. I TIMED IT AS BEST I COULD WITH A STOP=-WATCH OVER A KNOWN 95

_ pI STANCE_ANO THE FLIGHT ENGINEER COMPUTED THE SPEED AT 5+240 MePeHe1 ALERTED9S

THE ENTIRE CREW TO LOOK FOR THE OBJECTS VISUALLY, AND FLASHES OF LIGHT WERE 97

JOTEDs__THECLOSEST THE OBJECTS CAME. WAS APPROXIMATELY 20 MILESe I SAw ABOUT 95

20 OBJECTS IN ALLeee I RECALISRATED THE SET AND THERE WAS NO CHANGE. 99

*#THE_OCaJECTSWERE SMALL _ANO POSSIBLY.ROUND»WITH THE EXCEPTIONOF ONE VERY 00
LARGE RETURN SHAPED AS FOLLOWS» ONE=HALF=INCH CURVED ARCe [ ALSO NOTICED A 01

LARGE RETUEN SOME UP TO WITHIN 40 MILES OF OUR TAIL FROM BEHIND ANO THEN o2

OLSSPPEARs 18 THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, I BELIEVE THAT THIS OBJECT WAS REAL O63

__AND MOVED _AT AN EXTREMELY HIGHSPEED ANOWAS NOT A SET MALFUNCTIONOR OPTICAL 04
TLLUSIONe# 05

MASTER SE NT_BAILEYs*THE RADAR OPERATOR CLOCKEDTHE OBYECT (THE FIRST 06

ONE SEEN) “NOD COMPUTED THE AIR SPEED OF THE OBJECT TO AVERAGE 5+260 MePeHe O07

TWICE DURING THE PERIOD+ THE RADAROPERATOR REPORTED AN OBJECTTO BE PASSING 06

AT 3 O-CLOCKs UPON LOOKING OUT THE WINOOW, 1 SAW A BLUE-WHITESTREAK TRAVEL O09

FRONTTOREAPANDDISAPPEAR UNDER THE WINGe# 10

STAFF SERGEANT FERRISe #AFTER THE RADAR OPERATOR REPORTED 11

APRROACHING AT $ O-CLOCKs IIMMEDIATELY LOOKED_INTHAT POSITION AND SAW TWO 12
ws

}



| StaffSergeant.Ferris bi “Radar stated at that time he |aR ey to the blister, He'watched had 50-mile range on, indicating abase machines streak b; mere blurs-of} movement of 12-14 miles. Withda blue-white light. Up in the cocK"] euch successive revolution, the |

Appronching thé“end of |Practice flight to Pana ie ent |
Was cruising in bright moonlight

5:24 a.m, the bibomber, piloted y Capt. John
‘ter, was 190 mies from Gal-

veston and about 100 miles south
of the Louisiana cous:, A minute
before, Harter hati called the radar
officer, Lt, Sid Coleman, and asked
him to turn on the set, so he could
check the coastline on the auxil-iary scope in the cockpit,
At 5:25, Coleman was watchi

the main radarscope. The blip of
some.

Another blip leaped onto the
Scope as the oncoming object
streaked toward the B-29, For an
instant, it seemed that they would
meet head-on. Then Coleman saw
th Paths were diverging. He

ad for the flight engineer:
“Held me track this thing!”
Petore the blips faded, Coleman

aia tne staff sergeant swiftly
puted the unknown’s speed. It
ee an hour. ee
“That's impossible,” snap

By _the time Coleman finished
recalibrating, the -blips o& four
UFO's, were. racing across his
screen. “They're on all three
scopes,” said Coleman. “I’ve recal-

ibrated. It's no maliunction.”
Master Sergeant Bailey leaped |

to the right- waist blister. and _

peered out into the night. He saw
a blue-lit object streak from front
to tag, dozingso fast it was only
a brue-whtt the saucer van-
ished under the bomber’s wing.

The strange TM ad hardly

disappeared © group
of blips ca scopes.

Like the o

group was in

an hour, To max

were all coming f

ahead, Though

diverged enough

er by miles,

might heve put

peril. At those ter

wouldn't have a 5

man aboard knew it

Six minutes after the first sight-

+ change

yin instant

speeds, they

2, and every

-of the UEO'’s: were r
the rr
be

pit, Harter's eyes were glued to the
auxiliary scope. Forty miles away,
five of the saucers were racing be-
hind the bomber. Suddenly, the
saucers swerved, heuded straight
for the B-29. Before Harter could
move the controls, an incredible
thing happened. The onrushing
UFO's slowed to the bomber's
speed. For 10 seconds, they kept
pace. Then, swiftly picking up
speed, the unknown machines
pulled off to one side. At the same.
moment, Harter caught sight-of a

huge blip—a half-inch spot on the
score. Amrzed, he saw the most
fantastic thing of all.

Still moving at more than 5,000
miles an hour, the smaller craft
metged with the large machine.
Instantly, the huge blip began to
accelerate. It flashed across Har-
ter’s scope and was gone.
The meaning of what they had

o
e

seen was inescapable, The discs |
had been launched from a huge
mother ship for some type of re-
connaissance mission. After the
B-29 was sighted, one group had
been diverted for a brief observa-
tion. Then, flying at 5,000 mph,
they had been taken back aboard
the mother ship, It was almost un-
believable. But the radar set had
been working perfectly, and the
visual confirmation, as Builey and
Ferris saw the machines flash by,
was final, absolute proof. Three
separate times, saucers had been
seen exactly where the three ra-

darscopes showed them.

Checkin: Coastline Returns
The ATIC summary, written

by the pilot, follows:

“On the return leg from Flor-
ida to Galveston, Texas, train-
ing mission, natural-gas burnings
from oil refineries on the Louisi-
ana coast were noted. To check

student navigator’s celestial, I re-
quested the student radar to turn
on the scope, which had been off
from 30 miles W of Tampa, and see
if he could pick up the coast there
on the 100-mile range. After the

Set was on for a sufficient time to
wi up, I was given permission

to turn up the brilliance on the

aux. scope, and hoth student and I
checked for coastline returns and

found none. At this time, the set
had not been calibrated. My at-

tention then was attracted from
the scope for a period of time. At

| 0525 CST, radar called for my at-
| tention to the scope, and I first not-

fae sescnigpeneen ls lull. The «| © small bright blips returns, ap-

tense’ airmen were beginning to
relax when a@ third group of blips:
flashed onto the scopes. The radar;

acre i by on | Fevolution, the blips moved SE
rs four | cross the scope, more than one

; * )fange marker.

proximately 4, with no specific
grouping such as a radar beacon

jtransmits. Azimuth stabilization
| was on. As the sweep rotated one

blips continued SE to a point 15-
20 miles from the ship at a bearing
of 70 deg. and then out of the

scope. At 150 deg,, racar gave the

instructor flight engineer the time
and distance, which was computed

as over 5,000 mph. These groupings
of blips occurred for about § min-
utes and speeds were recomputed.

During this period, student navi-
gator and instructor radio viewed

the aux. scope and confirmed my
observations. At this time, I called |
for radar to calibrate his set to |
eliminate any possibility of mal-
function. He did this speedily, and
when he scanned the scope once |
more, the blips reappeared moving |
SE across the scope. I called off two
separate blips track and position

in relation to the aircraft by the

clock system over interphone of
the ship, and as they passed at J~
o'clock, the instructor engineer

visibly saw a blue-bright white |

flame go from front to rear under

our wing. Contact was broken off

at 0535 after a group of the blips

merged into a %-inch curved arc

about 30 miles from our aireraft at

320 deg. and proceeded across the
scope and off it at a computed

speed of over 9,000 mph. At all

times during the contact, the air-

craft was level and stable, the
weather was clear, not a cloud in

the sky, and visibility was excel-

lent. There was a full moon, giving

excellent water reflection. The air-

craft was flying long-range cruise

at the time. Radar checked the
blips at all scan tilt angles full up

and down and didn’t lose the blips

until the scanning antenna was

pointed down, One group of blips

after the scope was calibrated

were noted, after moving from 330

deg. to 150 deg, across the scope,
to are about and swing in behind

us at approximately 30 miles and

maintain speed and distance for

approximately 10 seconds and then

disappear.”

A Cluster of Lights

The ATIC comment was: “All
possibilities were checked for

known aerial phenomena. The
conclusion was: “Unknown.” 1
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doera> = * "of Mexico casey where three groups of UFO's
a ee a a {oe BY we i ee

I ast ined questicass Q! Dec. b, hvs2; wnat tomctusion in’the Guig
aad te 3

ee as ; : were seen and radaretracked by the crew of
Af Be2¥ bomber,- and a very large object

ros wes tracked -at- over 9,000 mPeheafter one
4 ries 2NT fa 8

ake: }4 4” j stoun-of tPOrs had secgediwith fers | 8

ev. The object which was tracadd by radar 6 December 1952 is

carried as unidentified in the Aerospace echnical Intelligenc
e Center

files. 
:



fis ra r . " dooate 22> 6

—A/C Scrambled:
C) Visual Contact Made
QUA/T Contact uade
Ci No Contact Made

(Violent

119.

(20, WASTHeOBJECTV1

ATIC Form 334 (13 Aug 52)

a



(“J Insufficient to Evaluate
CJ Unreliable
C) Extremely Doubtful
(2) Hoax

([] Was Astronomical
() Probably Balloon (J Probably Astronomical
(2) Possibly Balloon ([] Possibly Astronomical

(Was Aircraft C2) other:
CJ Probably Aircraft
[Possibly Aircraft ” CJ Insufficient Data For Evaluation

ATIC Form 334 (13 Aug 52)
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PROJECT 10073 WEATHER DATA SHEET

Ths OF OBSERVATION 5

WAS AN INVERSION LAYER NOTED?

(If yes, at what altitude? ___ a

WERE ANY THUNDERSTORMS NOTED IN AREA?

(If yes, 2t shat quadrant? ae ae ‘

7, CLOUD COvans : @. VISIBILITY Was

tentss 2% tenths at . MILES.

tenths at ,

ATIC Form 333 (13 Aug 52)
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