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Odessa, Washington 10 December 1952

Ie Description of Incident

Two pilots, in an F-9l, made visual and radar contact with a large, round
white object larger than any known type of aircraft. A.dim reddish-white
light cano from the object ay it hovered, reversed direction almost instan-
taneously and then disappearnd., The object appeared to be level with the
intercepting F-9l, at 26,000 to 27,000 feat. Airborne radar and visual contact
wore simultaneous and lasted for 15 minutes. F-9l attempted to contact local
GCA but without success. Weather was clear above 3,000 feet. Time of sight-
ing was 1915 PST. ;

II. Discussion of Incident

Two additional F-94 wore in the general area but at lower altitudes and
thus are eliminated as possible cause for the sighting. The description of
“large, round and white and extremely large" is significant: Upper air research
balloons aro tear-shaped and made of translucent polyethylene and at cruising
altitude expand to as much as 90 feet in length. The equipment hanging below
the balloon is capable of making a return to airborne radar. Although ATIC has
received no record of upper air research balloon tracks for this date the des-
cription of the object allows a preliminary evaluation of "possible balloon".

III. Corclusion

Possible balloons
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In the other instance, with the “white object with two wine | oe
dows,” we found that a skyhook balloon had been plotecd at
the exact site of the “battle.” a)
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Sirius has ga many UFO reports. On December 10, if ;

at 7:15 p.m. P.S.T.}..e pilot and radar observer of an F-94 on rou-

tine patrol duty were over the town of Odessa, Washington, at

‘about 26,000 feet when they saw a large white light in the east [1].
Dim reddish-white lights seemed to be coming from “windows,” and

no trail or exhaust was visible. The pilot attempted to intercept

but the object performed amazing feats—did a chandelle in front

of the plane, rushed away, stopped, and then made straight for the
aircraft on a collision course at incredible speed. The pilot banked

away to avoid collision, and afterward was not able to locate the

object. The radar man then got a brief return but soon lost contact.

Although the visual and radar contacts had not coincided, both

men assumed that they referred to the same object [2, p. 65).

Investigators suggested at first that the object might have been

one of the Telemuk balloons, but this idea had to be discarded

and the sighting was listed as Unknown. A review of the evidence

by the present authors suggests a highly probable explanation.
Above the low cloud cover at 3000 feet the night was clear and

moonless. In the east, Sirius was just rising over the horizon at the

exact bearing of the Unknown object. Atmospheric refraction would

have produced exactly the phenomenon described. The same at-
mospheric conditions that caused the mirage of the star would have

caused anomalous radar returns (see Chapter vin).
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FM CG 62D TRPCARRWUG H LARSON AFB WASH

TO JEPHQ/DIR OF INTEL Wa USAF WASH 25 D C

JEPLG/CG TAC LANGLEY AF3 VA
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2u@ sNOTS EST CONSTANT PD DID A CHANDELLE IN FRONT PD STARBOARD TURN

PD HEADON AND THEN WOULD SUDDENLY STOP AND BE PULLING OFF IN DIR OF ACT

PD F-94 BANKED AVAY AND LOST VIS CONTACT PD RADAR CONTACT LOST BY GOING

OUT OF RG PD TWO PD 21945 HRS PAC TIME Pp OBSR 29 DEC 52 FOR 25 MIN PD
re

THREE PD VIS AND AIRBORNE RADAR /APG-33/ A/C 230% PD 26,796 27,99 FT
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PAGE TWO JUPPS 556

BR F948 PD FOUR PD 4 MILNS E OF LARSON 218 DEGREES 49 MINUTES N 4&7

EGREES 2¢ MINUTES W PD NEAR TOWN OF ODESSA WASH pp (12,030 YDS 15%
\ a : 4

YDS PORT O DEGREES TO 97 DEGREES /PD LEVEL TO 2% DEGREES RELOW PD FIVE

PD LT HARSH 65% HRS CHA 307 HRS IN F-94 CMA 21/2 YRS SV PD LT BATISON

Sc HPS CMA i°* HRS IN F-S4 CMA 5 YRS SV PD NO GLASSES$CIA SFVERAL YRS

SINCE LAST ILLNESS PD REACTION BY LT HARSH CURIOUS CIA CAUTIOUS

CMA EXCITED PD SIX PD CLOUD COVER 302% FT BELOW CMA CLEAR ABOVE

CHANO NOON PD 272 AT 75 KNOTS PD SEVEN PD NONE PD EIGHT PD NONE

PD NINE PD COULD NOT CONTACT GCA STA INMED AND THEIP UPN BENT PD

RAD CONTACT 25 MINUTES AFTER LOST SIGHT PD TOOK ACTION TO AVOID
Sean

PD TEN PD ONE F-94 3% MILFS CMA ONE FS4 AT 75 MILES CMA BOTH AT

LOWER ALT
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