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) Description of Inzident

From 3552 to OL1CZ an object was observed from an AFB in Southern Japan. .
Object appearsd very sinilar to an evening star, was first yellow in color, but
then intermittently turmed orange. It was located low on the horizon at a 200°
azimuth {rca the point of observation and appeared to be sinking slowly to the

south. licwever, when 4t finally disappeared below the horizon, it again assumed
the 200° bearing.

Weather in the locality was excellent. Radar attempted to pick the object
vp, but with no success. '

II. Discussion of Incident

Several factors ir this sighting are significant. Primarily, the object was
described by the observers themselves as "starlike". Secondly, the initial obser-
vatlon as well as the final observation placed the unknown at a 200° azimuth. This
indicates that the object probably was a star setting in a straight downward line

in the SW. The changizg color is a well-known phenomena caused by seeing at great
distances.

III. Conclusion :
Probably astrononical. | )
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STARLIKE OBJECT WAS SIGHTED FM DET 21 TSUTSU KAKI, GOOREF RPT GOORELF
COCRD CM WJKE 1296CM OF SOUTHERN AREA AND AT 142551, FOR PERIOD OF
15 MINUTES. SIZE OF OBJECT COMPARED WITH THAT OF AN EVENING STAR,
YELLOW IN COLOR INTERMITTENTLY TURNING ORANGE. FIRST OBSRVD 5 HILES
FROM DET 211 AZIMUTH OF 232 DEGREES AT ALT OF 32082 FEETe OBSTRVERS
£STD SPEED TO BE 302 KNOTS. OBJECT MOVED IN GENERAL DIR OF SOUTH,
VARYING FROM 7 TO 12 DEGREES VERTICALLY AND HORIZONTALLY. SIGHTING
WAS VISUAL. NO RADAR CONTACT WAS MADEiEOBJECT DISAPPEARED BELOW
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HOIZON ON HEADING OF 209 DEGREES AT 14Pu417I1. WEATHER IN LOCALITY WAS
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SUMMARY: (Enter concise ruamary of reporl. Gire significance in mul one-sengence ;murnpl Lixt tnelosures at low et lef:.  Eegin text of report on AF Form 18- Pm 1. ]

Information contalned in this report concerns an unident}fied
star like object, visually sighted from TsuTsu Saki (WJKE 1000) on

14 Dacexber 1952 at ‘03501,
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D/I FEAF COMMENT:

Rafarence IR-6-52, 527th AC & W Cp, dtd 3 Nov 52, This eighting iv sinilar
and possible sxplanations are as follows:

a8, c<cezrchliszhts from surface vess»1s in fhe Tsushima Stralte or from the
islands off the sast coast of Kyushu,

t. Eelracted images of stars a¢ sean through the surface h?iixagé smoke .,

'~ GEORGE D, HASTINGS ,CrQ
Colonel, VSAF

Director of Intellipance Requiremantas
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At arproximately 03501 on the morning of 14 December 1952 I waa askad by
A/2C Pantsk to obaerve an area to the SW of our station at about 10 miles on an
approximate heading of 200 degreesa., I was told that he had made a visual sight-
ingz on an unusual airborne object, All that was visible on the radar scope was
two (2) loccally harbored fishing boats, These craft wore observed by this opsarator
heading for the positions that they were at, at a speed of approximately 10 knots,
I was further told that this object was changing position very rapidly. It was not
obsarved on the radar by this ousrator.

At approxizately 03541 I mada a visual sighting and observed the same object.
It was yellow in color and very bright, Its movement was very erratic., It moved
first vertically and then horizontally seemingly returning to its original position
each timne, After observing thls, I wus forced to disreysrd oy first opinion that
it wa3 a star, I had never seen a colestial body move in the previeusly deseribed
rannsar,

— e —

While I was making my observation A/2C Pentek called this information into
Hannah controller,

A/JC 21113 our radar maintensncs man on duty also observad this objact,

At approximately OL10I further observatlon by this operator showed the object
to bs from about twenty (20) to twenty-five (25) miles to the S of our statlon,
Its coloration had now beccae @ dull orange,

During all of this time the altitucde of this object varled from mecium to

very high,
ARl
TH0DORS U,

LUNARLS JR, &
A/ZCI ] U:"AF

On tae day of L4 Dscemver 1352 between ths time 02561 and O415I I saw the ball
of liznt, =nich was very oriznt, vary ing la color from orangs Lo yellow, which
could have Heen taken as Leing a star, except it had vary erratic movewent., ihen |
I firss saw 1%, it was aboudt twenty (20) or twenty-five (25) miles with a heading _ |
of abou% 20C degrees, away frca our station. It was moving up and domm, and then
from side %o 3ice with seeaingly high speed, There was a dbeam of light, such ss
that of a 3nct light, ccaing from it and striking the water, The objact, light or
whatever it was, was only in visw, for a few moments and then thare wss nothling.
It disappeared very abruptly basyoend the horizonm.

ROLLLN X, ELLIS JR, AF1439382
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STATSMENT

On the morning of 14 Decembar 1952 at 03501 I openad cna of the windows of
operatlons to gei a breath of fresh air. It was at this ti:0 that I noticed a
brilliantly yellow, glowing obj2et huoverlnz in the sky about 10 miles Si of whare
1 faced, at approxlaately 200 degrees, and I estimate between 2 and 3 thousand 1
It appear=c %o be round, but die to ita Lrightness it was hurd to be sure, There
Was no noise or trail from this object and at first I tiouzht it to be a star, until
it began Lo move in a very egsratic mamier. First from rizht to left, and then up
and down, varylng &s much 28 7 to 10 degrees, all the tine Loving away from this
station, I notified the score operator, (A/2C Edvards), and he recorted nothing on
the radar scope in this area, He also took a visual on Lhu chj2ct and confirmed my
sizhting.

at 03451 I notified Hannali controllar and passed this informztion cn to nhim,
while this was b2ing done, our maintenance man, A/3C Zllis, also took a sighting
and pointad out that this object was casting a beam, similisr to a stave 3pot lite,
on ths water balow, I hadn't noticed this bafore @s I vas so intent on vatching
the object itself. As we watched the object, it noved away on & heading of approx-
imately 200 degrees at an estimzte speed of 300 knots, rising in altituds to a;prox-
inmately 20,000 feet end chanzinz to a dull orange color as it neared the horilzon,.

At CGL15T almost due scubh of this station, ihis objzct moved below the horizsn

and vas lost to our view.

FREDRIC B, PENTIX, AFLGLLALH2
AJ2C,, USAF
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