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Hurstville, South Carolina oes ep ae 15 December 1952

I. Description of Incident

At OS15 EST an RF-80 over this location visually sighted a circular silver
Object ab-ut the size of a half-dollar. Object was seen for a period of 10 to
15 seconis and apparentlywas oscillating, dosing and gaining altitude alter-
nately. The pilot was ona 270° heading at 15,000 ft. and saw the unknown at
a@ relative bearing of 330° at approximately 30,000 ft. The weather was clear
with CAYU conditions.

IIe Discussion of Incident

Since this sighting occurred 10 minutes before a similar one at Greensboro,
North Carclina, the possibility of the two pilots actually seeing the same object
has been looked into. The followin; conclusions have becn drawn: The objects

could not have been a single weather balloon launched at Hurstville, South

Carolina, because the prevailing winds for the gencral area were from 360° at
75 knots, or blowing directly against a free floating object and carrying it
south of the original observation point, nor north. Secondly, the objects could

not have been a single jet aircraft traveling from Hurstville north to Greensboro.
The distarce is 115 miles between sightines and the sightings were 10 minutes apart
thereby necessitating a ground speed of 690 mph. With a general wind from the north
blowing at 75 knots at 25,000 ft. it seems unlikely that a jet could hit this speed.
Furthermore the description of the unknown as "round and silver" from experienced

fighter pilots indicates that the objects probably were not jets. Although there

was much local air traffic in both sightings, aircraft has been eliminated as a

possibility f«r the above reason.

Both sightings occurred within an hour of a scheduled rawinsonde weather

balloon release at Greensdoro, North Carolina, ant an unscheduled release around

the Hurstville area. Taking the descriptions given of both objects, which are,

incidentally, very charact«.:- vic of balloon observations received by ATIC, the

conclusica reached is that the object seen at Hurstville was Poeneeey 6 balloon.

At Greenstoro probabiy a bulloon.

III. Conclusion
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Greensboro, liorth Carolina 15 December 1952

I. Description of Incident

An RF-60 in flight over Greensboro sighted a spherical object with a bright
silver color at about 0925 EST on 15 December 1952. It moved from a 12 o'clock
high position to 6 o'clock high when the pilot lost contact with the unknowm.
Pilot was on a north heading at 25,000 feet traveling at 300 mph.

II. Discussion of Incident

Two aircraft from Shaw AFB were in the area at the time of sighting as was

a balloon released from the weather station at Greensboro. The pilot probably

could have recognized the aircraft but a silver, round, weather balloon might

not be so easily recognized due to its small size. It appears that the latter

explains the cause for this sighting. ,

III. Conclusion

Probably a balloon.
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is cheeTs ee mailman
AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

su!

ed @ sbwar ° Bian . hee Ladd e TM aes! S). ob
AREA REPORTED ON FROM )

a 4 3 osu’ 4 ‘OU sO. > 30 cley SC Onn BANC {j #1? 40
DATE OF REPO DATE OF INFORMATION EVALUATION

PREPAREDBY (Officer) SOURCE

— ae ann. 5 2aNGSstra ‘a 4a) Rol Cray 2n0 ‘Ss j Wi} ves
REFERENCES (Controlni , direc port, ete.,ae applicabi

t

SUMMARY: (Enter concise summaryof report. Give significance in final one-sentence paragraph. List inclosuresat lower left. Begin text of report on AF Form 119—Part I.)

An unidentified flying object was sighted on 15 Degesber 1352 in the ‘orth
Carolina = South Carolina area by pilots frog Shaw orce Lasée

This report is significant due to the fact that the same, or similar objects

were sighted by two qualified Tactical Reconnaissance pilots within ten mimtes of

each other,

i, Inels:
le Statement by Major Rod. Cray

2. Statement by t. RH, Williams ' a

3. Diagram of object as seen by
1/Lte Williams

lb. US WAC Chart showing location of

APPROVED BY

7 

|

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YRAR INTERVALS: COdey eee tt
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 STS RSGAA x RHODARMER eesR 12 YEARS,

DOD DIN 5200.i9
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APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
FROM (<dyency)

363a Tactical Reconnaissance Gp pace or rene
Anoeeeuvenensap-te

Major Cray® oe

On 15 December 1952 while flying straizht and ee at e000 ft, a3 number two
man in a two ship formation (2230's), I observed an unidentified object at 11 o'clod
high position. ‘he time was approximately 0915 and we were heading west over llarts=
ville, S.C. at the time of sighting. I first noted the object by it's silver color,

reflections from it, and its oscillating movements, I was flying close formation

at the tine, aporoximately 300 mph, off of the right wing of the lead aircraft and

observed a reflection approximately 6" to 12" above the leader canopy, At first I
thought that it was another aircraft doing "Lasy Sights” at 30,000 ft or higher;

however, from past observations of aircraft doing this maneuver at high altitudes,

I decided that it was rising and falling too fast to be another aircraft. I called

it to the attention of the flight leader, but he did not observe it. About that

time we went into a bank, and I lost sight of the object and did not observe it again.

Since it was some distance away, + could not determine too much about ite How-
ever, from my position it apveared about the size of a 50 cent piece and I felt that
it was at least 10 miles away. As a rough estimation, it appeared to be loosing
and gaining about 3,000 ft. at a rate of about 5,000 ft. per mimte. It anpeared
circular in shape, but distance precluded an accurate description.

Shortly thereafter another two ship clement reported an unidentified object.

Recognising their call sign as two pilots in my squadron, 1 requested that they
try to set a good observation since I too had noted it,

Lf/lt, Williams: |
I was in a flight of two RF-00's flying norta at approximately 300 moh at

25,000 ft. I spotted an object over Greensboro, Uorth Carolina, It was first
seen at 11 Dfelock high (approximately 35,000 ft.) and it made an are around to our
& DYelock position. I called it to the leader's attention and he also spotted the

object. Time was 0925. It was observed for approximately };5 seconds. Speed and

size unimown. The object was bright silver in color and appeared to be spherical
in shape with two projections on top.

I was undetermined whether the object was moving or hovering after it went to
éur 6 O'clock position. We did not try to intercept the object.

Winds aloft at this time were reported at 350° at 75 !mots.

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS,

DOD DIR 5200.10

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 80 U.S. C.—
"31 AND 32. AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHOR!ZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW

IT MAY NOT BE KEPRODUCEO IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY O

INTELLIGENCE, USAF. :
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Diagram of object as Sen by LA Welhams
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STATEMENT CONC'RNING UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS

on jg Decenber 1952 while flying straight and level at 15,000

feet, a3 nunber two man in a two ship formation (2 RF=80's), I observed

an unidentified object at 11 o'clock high position. The time was approxe

imately 0915 and we were heading west over Hartsville, 5. C. at the

time of sighting. I first noted the object by it's silver color, reflect-

fons from it, and its oscillating movements. I was flying close format-

e
e

—

fon at the time, approximately 300 MPH, the right wing of the lead air

craft and observed a reflection approximately 6" to 12" alove the leader's

canopy. At first I thought that it was another aircraft doing "Lazy

Eights" at 30,000 feet’or higher; however from past observations of

aircraft doing this maneuver at high altitudes, I decided that it was

rising and falling too fast to be another aircraft. I called it to the

attention of the flight leader, but he did not observe it. About that.

time we went into a bank and I lost sight of the object and did not

ovserve it again.

Shortly thereafter another two ship element reported an unident=

iffed object. Recognizing their call sign as two pilots in ny squadron, I

requested that they try to get a good observation since I too had noted it.

Sines it vas some distance away, I could not determine too much |

about it. However, from my position 4t appeared about the size of a

56 cent piece and I felt that it was at least 10 miles away. As a rough

estimation, it appeared to be loosing and gaining about 3,000 feet at |

rate of about 5,000 feet per minute.. It appeared circular in shape, |

but distance precluded an accurate ig”

Major Ruffin WW.oa
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STATEMENT CONCERNING UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS

I was in a flight of two RF=j80's flying north at approximately

300 ¥PH at 25,000'. I spotted an object over Greensboro, N. C.

It was first seea at 1) o'clock high (approximately 35,000') and

it made an arc around to our 6 o'clock position. I called it to the

leader's attention and he also spotted the object. Time was 0925,

It was observed for approximately 45 seconds. Speed and size. une

knowne The object was bright silver in color and appeared to be

spherical in shape with two projections on top,

I was undetermined whether the object was moving or hovering

after it went to 6 o'clock position. We did nct try to intercept the

1/Lt. Robert H. Williams
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