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UNCLASSIFIED { A iu

ATIC DOCUMENT No. 10947 (A) 30 Dec 52 Australia

At approximately noon 30 Dec 52 a wing commander in the RAF sighted an unidenti-

fied object to the E at an estimated altitude of 2000', angle of elevation 7 1/2°.

The object was observed to move very slowly in a goneral N direction for about

a minute, during which time it traveled through an ostimated angular distance of

&°. It thon doparted at "a great speed”, This latter movement was accomplished

in approximately 20 seconds. There were two other witnesses to this sighting,

the wife of the observer and the child.
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WCLOSURE 1

Air Attache, Australia TP-4l=53
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UNIDENTIFIED OBJECT

The following report of an unidentified object is kased on an interview with
mice el

Ving Commander TONKINS, R.A.A.*., at 2.4.4.7, ileadeQuarters on 28th January, 1953.

2. Av approximately pes on the 30th pecem>3-,_ 1952, ‘jing Commander TOMKINS was on
o P ' foes (a eeeaedre) ~ . ‘ . i)the teach at terrigal New South WaTss Abe GSS 2615, Longe 151° 27°R)

a He observed to eastward over and beyond a lew headland an extremely brisht ooject

wiich he then estimated to be at 2,909 feet at two miles and siubsequeatly estimated
to be at an anzle of elevation of ad |

t. The object ras otserved to moves "very slowly" in a ceneral nortierly direction for

n>out a minute during which time it travelled through an estimated angular distance of
oo + « ? oe

8°. It then appeared to tum eastward and depart at "sreat speed.” This latter
rovanent was accomplished in approximately twenty seconds. |

5e Throughout these movements the object appeared to remain at a consta

and at a constant. speed on the northern course, |
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6. The brilliance of the object was descrited as comparable to that of a naked

carton are at fairly close range.

Te Weather conditions at the time were clear tlue sky with maximum visitility e

strons wind, north east, protably 25 = 30 mepehe

8. wing Commander TOMKINS had just come out of thesurf and was drying his face on a

towel when he observed ‘the object. feing intrigued and puzzled by it he referred it
to his wife and son who were with him, They avtreed in his description of it exceptSahat eatin

that his wife was hapry_’tcregard it as § meteorological talloon. ere Ving ‘Commander
TOMKINS 3regardsed as wumlikely as the object remained at a steady he and moved up
wind.

9. Wing Commander TONMKIN has teen a memter of the R.A.A.?. since 1935, He is a

technical officer and well acquainted with aircraft and equipment bothh past and present.

10. Though Wing Commander TONKITS is reluctant to agree, the Directorate of Air Force

Intelligence is of the opinion that the object was a large meteor at considerable
distaase,

» ‘vinz Commander TOMKINS feels that the very definite chanze of course is not cone
sistent with the customary curves of flight of a meteor, cut the Directorate thinks it

36possitle for a meteor following its customary parabelic curve to give the avpsarance /
abe y $ \ A 'OO. CHANIKING courses ae re hoy,tA Lartne ” } hyper te Bo a s <a Ny
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