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July 29, 1952

City Desk
Newark Fvening News
Newark, N. J.

Dear Sir:

Enclosed is a report of an observation of two objccts ("lightsh)
‘seen in the sky on the night of July 19-20 over lavalette, N, J., Since
these lights were very similar to those reported over Washington, D.C.,
th_e same night, and since they did not resemble any aircraft known to
the observers, either in appearance or in manner of motion and dis-
appearance, I am submitting a complete description for possible correla-
tion with other similar reports. I have purposcly delayved this report
since I have no intention of allowinz my name to be associated in
"newsprint" with the so-called "flying saucer scare", Therefore, while
I am giving my name and position below, I request that they be used only
for your files, or be given only to the Air Force should you judgze
this report worth passing on to them,

The objects described were witnessed by myself and a corﬁpanion.

We have carefully compared our impressions, and the description given

consists of those impressions agreed upon by both,

A TRUE COPY: Sincerely,

PETER B VENABLE - R Ph.D.
Major, USAF Professor of Chemistry
Asst Chief Combat Intelligence SRS University
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Description of Objects Seen In Sky on July 20, 1952, over
Lavalette! Ne Jo

Tiﬂlﬂ: Approx. 12320 to 12325 Qelley Sundw, Ju]y 200

Place: Seen from boardwalk, just east of center of Lavalette, N,J.

DescriEtion of ObJects:

a, Two moving lights were seen, each having the same appearance:
approximately round, and orange-yellaw in color with dull red
alteinately diffusing over much of the suriface., They seened
about five times the apparent-size of Venus or Jupiter, but

O s e il By,

only two or three times as bright. ‘

be The "lights" were first seen towards the_south, jiust off-shore,
about ig the center of the "milky way", at an approximate eleva-

tion-angle of 4O . They moved northward slowly, one behind the other
and following nearly the same path. They appeared to be at least = to
g-mile apart and moving at less than 100 m.p.h. (assuming their apparent-
distance from the observers of five- to ten-miles.). At the point where
they passed almost due east of the observers, they appeared to te at
least 5000 ft, high, the approx. elevation-angle being L5°. The second,
or trailing, light did not keep constant-distance or course with the
leading object, paE Bl Sl

¢ce Shortly after passing to the east of the observers, both lights
gradnally began to turn westward towards land, passing over the coast=-
line at approx. 60%-elevation north of the observers, Continuing to
circle, the lights passed to the west at approx. 50%-elevation, then
around to the south, re-crossing the shore-line at about the same angle,

During this first circling, both lights grew smaller and fainter, bui more
yellow in color; the trailing one grew fainter more rapidly, and
appeared to drop further behind and to shift course slightly to south

of the leading one., At no time did any sounu come from the lights,

d. Out at sea, they continued circling, the radius of turm being
much smaller, such that the brighter leading object crossed the shore-
line again just south of tle olLscrvers, at about an 80°-elevation. Both
continued to grow much fainter, smaller and :wre silvery in color,
occasionally disappearing anu reappearing, as though passing over high,
thin clouds., The second light completely disappeared just over the
shoreline, The first light continued westward, very faint like a small
star; it seemed many m: les high, and noving more rapidly. It finally dis-
appeared in the west at about a 50%-elevation, 7The total elapsed time from
first sighting to final disappearance was about five or six rinutes,

-
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. NOTE: When the objects were first scen, they resembled night-
weather-balloons ("pibal-balloons" carrying candle-lantern). However,
their reddish color and circular course were not at all like such a
balloon., Their motion gave the definite impression of directed control,
but the complete silence of the objects and their apparent rapid
climbing to very hich altitude did not resemble (to the observers) any
known plane or dirigible,

R, . ).

A TRUE COEI s

PETER B VENABLE
Major, USAF
Asst Chief Combat Intelligence
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#1liszntly larger than the ordlnary star and rosaibly a 1ikile lxrightes Shan
“he average star. ‘he objeots were sompletely moundless. Hfter they lowl
Procesded on Chedr cowrse for two or three ulmubtes I looked as somethinz olse
in the wat snd whem naxt T looked at the aky the objercta werenl!l Shers aay
ROMSe L can add noihing olse Lo this stabanemt,

/3/%/ M

2 conclusiom I wake a briasd mmm'y of '11.1. tho da.t-a ronortad o me ducing
L course of this lnmtigation. .

Ab QU15 hours 17 July 1752 two unidentified onjecta wera ssen slrvadng acrous
w28 aky in a southwesterly dirsction by 3ix observers on a boab loe: Luw 2t
wpeaximtely 490 degrees, 3 wminifes morth, 74 degrees weat. AL membors of &
mrbr otserved two objeets, wui the ithree witnosses inservieved desaribed tho
chjects as followss '‘he odjecis looked very much a3 sturs, possibly slizhtly
Larjer, und were of a yellow-oranie color. They were sowmdless and seamod 50
..allow a very definite ocomese scross the sky. Joth sbjochts remainsl the

June dlstance Tom each owher, snd 1% was this faet that made the ornsurvers
..,,aaaido vanb Lhe objeois ware nobt stars, The observers followad the objscts
with thelir oyes for 0s long as thay were in aisht, snd utbee their disssnemrance
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T'rom the information I now possess I would adjuive 2 4l to 1o a Tatrly

roliakle vithess, ['s i3 Vice ‘resident of fe Somy, lng,, md 1o o formoe

Hajor in the U. 3. Azmy Ordnance Corps. He appesred quite sincexe In telling

iis story and gave the axme description Broughous the interrozation. He is
Jtmdmta.l.y L0 yeurs of 23e.

s.‘h a housewvile, the mwther of three childpren, and & very cool and

"onoatad person, JAlthough she has nhot hed any experiumes of this type before,
I voulsd Judga har %o be fairly reliable,

v, W 15 a wcsman of about 29 TOALS, with no mﬂmcs in Ineideats of
thiia natars Delore. sne seems 0 e quite melf-possessed, ard I would also
i¥ze her Lo De fairly reliable. All witnesses appearsd very sinecere, and
S4avs The lapression of having the intent %5 ald the Lir Fforce in any wey

possicla in Ghe investizacion of this slzhidng. I should judze the report to
o possdhly true (S=3). | R,

I have coordinated wica Sk - ashizm during all phoascs of tais invontldahj.on
Zud concar wilh lds evaluation of The sourcea and of the report,
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