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July 29, 1952

City Desk

Nowark Evening News

Newark, N. J.

Dear Sir: |

Enclosed is a report of an observation of two objects ("lights")

seen in the sky on the night of July 19-20 over Lavalette, N. J. Since

these lights were very similar to those reported over Washington, D.C.,

the same night, and since they did not resemble any aircraft known to

the observers, either in appearance or in manner of motion and dis-

appearance, I am submitting a complete description for possible correla-

tion with other similar reports. I have purposely delayed this report

Since I have no intention of allowing my name to be associated in

“newsprint" with the so-called "flying saucer scare", Therefore, witile

I am giving my name and position below, I request that they be used only

for your files, or be given only to the Air Force should you judge

this report worth passing on to them. |

The objects described were witnessed by myself and a companion.

We have carefully compared our impressions, and the description given

consists of those impressions agreed upon by both.

A TRUE COPY: Sincerely, |

@
PETER B VENABLE Jeg, P.).
Major, USAF Professor of Chemistry

Asst Chief Combat Intelligence SUNN University :
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Description of Objects Seen In Sky on July 20, 1952, over
Lavalette, N. J.

Jime; Approx. 12:20 to 12:25 a.m., Sunday, July 20.

Place; Seen from boardwalk, just east of center of Lavalette, N.J.

Description of Objects:

a. Two moving lights were seen, each having the same appearance;

approximately round, and orange-yellowin color with dull red
alternately diffusing over much of the suriace. They seemed

about five times the apparent-size of Venus or Jupiter, but
oer

only two or three times as bright. |

be ‘The "lights" were first seen towards the south, just off-shore,

about ig the center of the "milky way", at an approximate eleva-

tion-angle of )O . They moved northward slowly, one behind the other
and following nearly the same path. They appeared to be at least j= to

$-mile apart and moving at less than100 mep.h. (assuming their apparent-

distance from the observers of five- to ten-miles.). At the point where

they passed almost due east of the observers, they appeared to be at

least 5000. ft, high, the approx. elevation-angle being 5°. The second,
or trailing, light did not keep constant-distance or course with the

leading object, ree

ce Shortly after passing to the east of the observers, both lights

gradually began to turn westward towards land, passing over the coast-

line at approx. 60°-elevation north of the observers. Continuing to
circle, the lights passed to the west at approx. 50°-elevation, then
around to the south, re-crossing the shore-jine at about the same angle.

During this first circling, both lights grew smaller and fainter, but more

yellow in color; the trailing one grew faintermoré rapidly, and
appeared to drop further behind and to shift course slightly to south

of the leading one. At no time did any sounu come from the lights,

ad. Out at sea, they continued circling, the radius of.turn being

much sialler, such that the brighter leading object crossed the shore-

line again just south of the ovservers, at about an 80°-elevation. Both

continued to grow much fainter, smaller and sore silvery in color,

occasionally disappearing anu reappearing, as though passing over high,

thin clouds, ‘The second light completely disappeared just over the

shoreline. The first light continued westward, very faint like a small
star; it seemed many miles high, and moving more_rapidly. It finally dis-

appeared in the West at about a 50°elevation, ‘The total elapsed time from
first sighting to final disappearance was about five or six minutes,

ere ene



sits ‘i ( (

‘ NOTE: When the objects were first scen, they resembled night=
weather-balloons ('pibal-balloons" carrying candle-lantern). However,
their reddish color and circular course were not at all like sucha
balloon. Their motion gave the definite impression of directed control,
but the complete silence of the objects and their apparent rapid
climbing to very hich altitude did not resemble (to the observers) any
known plane or dirigible.

A TRUE CORY: I, Ph.D.

PETER B VENABLE

Major, USAF

Asst Chief Combat Intelligence
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ay Vend, ow Jersey, Shs nicht vas very wiles, . Virsd direeticn suid= ab
3°olles per he Sf. one of the poety called attention 3 Whats ot7
> opesaed - to Se a Seight ater oerring ok of the pally af the tsy| hengeA
Saeed objer’ of the sere sige ami Grisirtress appeared about J35.5vermees ‘ta
tie lett sear of theOiret onjert. it was nowing a% the cased ari 4a
ta samedirestion, They vere Mrst coseeyed aboub saat dowrees above the
borizea abowkof of our resitden mwing ina Ol te TSFS ‘Shsiar

belairtawas vesWlightly creater then the twipatess stave<hon vindble we ae
9 than the stars in the Sin Dinpes, ihey apoeared ta be cheat as far anes

23 the Ore share in the side af the inpes, they wees oleeepod tex about.

50-60 necomis. innes of other couples ave fr. ami (hs. ieee snd
lor, Gav 8, ae,

jaf EE FNRI. ise

°c, (PR ves very éefinite that the objecta vers not stars aml vers iat any
‘nom. type of airere?%,. Ne stated that there tewe aix tvone On Soamd his

30—feo% aruiser at the time of the sichting; that the chjoct ves ata 7.

Lagpes esngle# ina sents mminreoterly sirestion Sronm the cruise; ars wos.
“oawelling sonthvesnt.. 46 bellev=i the objeots resemdied stars, tut ware
Slightly Leger ord a little brighter. is repeated the isct several times -
that the objects did rot travel in an ere, but ina straight lines. At all-tizes

during the sighting the cbjests vemined the sane Cistase one frow the other.

Va wes wmahletowake ay astimis ay to the size of the objects other Gun
{he po Porat Moe Be atatenon’ that they were aliphly lasgeew than stars.
Tyee cate of speed wes extreneky Slos ami excentfer the Snct that theie
oauree Tollowed a straight Lins, 12 seamed aa if thay were coeittosve ther
than using any type of motivation. A 4 the tine of the Bisaating ce apace tigeae
vas were cle with op coon aml a slickt breese blowing Ina ouethvester ly
rection 4%a soeed of oryaneccimtely 3 to 35 miles por OR o Mo waa creeadd
ah the Lack that she chjeots did not wary their ormiieon, Ais statanuns
mt the objacts woe wey cistinct aint In the sight of all nents af the

pean +heonthons the siratirg la veriiied tyr tis wits, oss, _ inn,
ond See, Mee. Sho cix parson he maeda Deir wesbeows of the
rorky are: le, his wigs, of, ond ve. ie, and Gir. and lon, Sie
Silte Sighting opmnren wo “She Maen Rives a} approctonta
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Insation of 49 angen, 3 mimites werth, 74 Qegrews vest, Oy. GiBBetated
that be had deen vlorned ty a radio Pepart thet 3 unidenti¢ied chjevts Brae)
plekea’ i> by rader over Vanhimsion, D.. 0. xi deaided to report thisimicent.
‘9 the Jir coree. betense he thought that the Dro chjectz be cag mizht inve.

Dien pert of the group reported over Yrshington. ‘he cbioeb vas sean first
by one of the voren of the party, irs. GamelEbeliasiieb, who ont) atiants2.

ved the rest of ths corhy to “tro shooting stare trawellioy tegether", aie

8 all nembers of che party could determina mo tradar axchanas &Gea
chienta; aad because of tha extreons height were weble to. diistinaricha
othe pertinent of ummm fenturess. at che ohjects.

3/Sat Washeeren: lie, WR what made you fires astlos than objects?

tir. Ws One of the els polled out to look at the aieances chooting cian,

Sta Waakianras re you ‘whiows they oe b hooting ates?
im‘s, il So, I don’t, Sor one thing they tans iwavel in an«ato, dub
Palloved @ straight cose ocrotta the ay» and for ampiher, they lars mp trail
wie tacever: behind ‘hen. a

i /Sgts 5Ueshiburns How long did you sight the objects?

2. I 9. sow then arywhere from ore te times rrimates,

S /Ba's tlastinuerat Maat ere yon dang out on the river at the Line of the
sighting?

Mp MMi Ye bed ween to a dain, ond an 3% mae extremly Dot, we deciradto
rp ome Loe a vide to cool off,

S/Sgt Vasiiuens How faot were the objects peavey serosa thse sky?
—_ Thee vavonTMs uoimg along very fast at all = seensd to ba drifting
along tatber than speeding, and if it hadn't bean for the fact tint they wort —
i” @ 2tvaignt Line, I sould have thought that they might possinlyhava been

balloons editing Aone, ‘abown bytha wind,

Sf Sa ashouens Did the nojecta neake any sound, 2.

2/ See Tashinens Low sp the veather ot the tine of the sighting, cae. iat

o, WSs the mathar was very Glear 7th a wey alight Hreese and no noon,

8/ag% Jaeneens Sow fee above did the sbjeats appear to bet

co, Sa ‘Chay appeared to be about the ame distance froa each othar aa the
tte were Ja the wide of the Lig Dippers:

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S. C.—
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FROM (Agency) ~

SSdth ALp Rage Group, iisihdsw

tue Poree Bese, Trenton, 0 J.

3/36 Jasaowns Ave there any other asters cinowning Giha question wich
night help ue in sconinesineg “his investdyation?

1952 I travelled to Bay Head, New Jerssy, where f interviews!
se ec ae eee Poth of theve vote ave aporencle

nately the same ceacription as ir. . with the sxeeption of the Length of

tine observed. “oth of the vormeun balleved the object to Lave been observed

for sporoximately two to three waimitesa, cather chan one minute. if will nob

inelude transeription of the interrogabion of ro. ond Mes. Bik, as
1% Sollowed exactly the.sane linea as that of Mr. « ene item of this

reper will be sevies of the statensate of Mrs. Gb oxi vrs. GR.

ty

ZI was With wy fnwoand aad the obher persona he mentioned on the night, 19 July

1952, und on the movning of the 20th of July whea tne entire zroup witnessel toe

unidentified object described by Mr. @MM in his statement. i have sead oy

hustend's stabement and soncur wlth 16 in every respect, oxeoot that I beliave

that we saw the obdjest for spvuroximabaly two of threeg minutes rather than one.

he two objects that we aaw vere very distinct ond ib 1s my Zirm belie? thas

the objects were nos stars. I base this belie? cn two very apparent’ factors;

i. The Odjecta stayed the sane distance onert sll curing the observation.

‘The objects travelled in a straight Line throughous the sighting. -

She weather was yery clear on the night of the sighting with a very slight
tesese and few if any clowis.

X was probably the second or third versoa to sizht the object ond continued to
Observe 16 with the exception of tha Low times I Bpoke to someone standing
oeaide 08.

I cam add nothing olse to this statement.

/>/+/ waggnaaaaaee

On the night of 19 July 1952, I, uy husbend, a .. ct rs ,
ond it. and Mrs. Qe, witnessed tuo strange unidentified objects in

the ais vndle oa (2. Qa moat out on the Netedeoonk River. Wo pai been to a

Canga ond vant for the boatride in orier to cool off, I was the first persan

to notice these obnjosts npooer ous of the Milky imy. They seems to be travet-

ding along together «nd I think that perhaps they were trevelling in sone sors

Of & formation, The objects moved along steadily bus were not coiling ab en

exeessive rate of spel, I called everyone's attention to them as soon ov Tf

notcload them, and we watched then for anpreximately two to “haree minutea.

They appeared to be going Southwest towud iashington, 0D. 5. the vbjects ware

MOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTINGTHE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 40 U. S. C.--

31 AND 32, ASAMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW,

IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY ove vo AsdaAth E AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

INTELLIGENCE, USAF, RY a '
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slightly larger than the ordinary star and roseibly a Little brighter than
the average star. “he objects were completely soundless. Biter they imu
pxveesded on their course for two or three ulnutes I looked at something else
ia the boat ond when next T looked at the sky. the objects weren't thers any
MOMBe i cam add nothing olse to this statanent,

fofrf RTO,
ta conslusion I uke a brie? sunny of alt the date Deported to me during
ihe SUE Se of thia lnyeatisation.

A% OO15 hours 19 July 1942 two unidentified shjects. vere seen sabreacing across
tae aky in a southwesterly direction by six observers on a boat’ Loe:o.sed at
oroximabtely 40 degrees, 3 minites north, 74 degrees. west. All members ofthepasar onsermad two objects, ul the three witnesses. ingerviewed desaribed the
objects. as follows? ‘the objects looked vary much as sturs, possibly slightly
Larger, and were of a yelloworsnze ovlor. - They vere soumdless and aeaied to
SolLow a very definite comese seross the sky. ‘oth objects remainaitshe
cue distamce frome each other, oni it was this fact that male the obsurvers

Jeaide tant the objects were vot stars, The observers gollowad the abjects
with their oyes for a3 long as thay were in aisht, and utter theifae
vare unable to detest then —

Teom the information I now possess I vould ad wie te GM to te. faivly
roliahle witness. i'9 is Vice Prealient of & Som, Ine,, aml is a forme
Majorin the U.S. ssmy Ordnance Corps. He appeared quite sincere in telling
iia stery and gave the om description throughout the interrogation. He is
sppwoximately 40 yours of age.

‘rs. Slit is a housewile, the sother of three chilaven, mi a very cool and
collected person. Although she has not hed any axperionce of this type befors,

. I iouked judge hear to be fairly reliable.

ies, pee ia a woman of about 29 years, with no oxperioncs in incidents of
this natares before. Sne seems to ba quite self-posseased, and I would also
jxaige her to be fairly reliable. All witnesses appeared yery sincere, and
‘Gave the lapressionof having the intentto aid the Air Force in ony wy
possiole in the investigation of this sizghidng. I should judge the report to
be possibly true (c-3). 7

ities

r

L have coordinated wich Seb | ‘ashian 3tring ai. phases of this investixzation
asvi concur with lds evaluation of the sourcea and of the report.
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