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CASS #21 fcanta - page 4)

9 Jan 53 Santa Ana, California

"v0 observers, on n/e comnander anit 2 pilot ofB-29 alir-refueling afc,3, first obe

garvedthe object while fizying on a heading of TR 579 Ces The objects

Yormation of lights approaching the afe from a WE directica, Tue lights approached che

afc wlth such a reold vate of closure that the aafe commander. ctartiod & turn to the lert,

udgenly the lights and appeared to hold the same position inomentartly snd then uade a

alight rise and disappeared. ‘The lichts appesred ino elightly beat V formation ond were

blue in color. During the interval in which they were observed, the lights changed

vor a banied to a level position, stopped ondDanted amyharcélately before disap-

pearing. No sound was hesrd. The time of the sighting was 1927 PST with the lightsagen { 4

remaining in view for approximately 5 ceconas thereafter, ‘he afe in which they vere

flying was on a heading of 330 cag ond vas over Senta Ana, Colifornia. ‘The chjects

Were observed at 230 ofclock or I of the a/c. These objects appeared to be on a

Lane

2-Ltci with the a/c which wa flying at 16,500", The speed of the objects or their

aistance from the observers could not be ascerta’ne The weather conditions at the

tine of sighting were clear sky, the radar winds for the position were 227 ceg:at@

12 mots. The afe commander wmon first sighting initiated a le?t turn in an ¢ Sort to

gat out of the line of flight of the objects. As both were fomilior with the reflection

haracteristies of the B-29 cockpit, these were checked to inswre the Lights ware not

®& gcowmd vrefleetion within the coc’pit. There were no other afs observed in the dius.

Ciate vicinity end none were reported by Air TrafficControl and lttlivary Plight

ATIC Comments Two KC-97 tyre afe ovey-Santa-Ana-s$-Siee-sF sicasiee-se4-s abed-shia--

yaats houhar-ae-equiyped-wibh-eees idevable-aunber-blue-liahb-formation-was-ssgezved.
jucioer

were in the immediate vicinity end 1 particular a/e was equipped with a nwaeae of blue

iiga’ Yormation lights and tha object was definitely that afe.
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FOLLOYING FRCM LAX INSAC FORVANDED FOR INFO AND

PFARFD. TQ CLOSE

ON CBSERVATING AIRCRAYT PD PURATION OF SIGHTING* W
i

SFCOMDS PD PITATHER CONDITION COON) PD

L D BRANDT PILOT OF AP 6526

FOLLOVING CONFIPMATICN OF SIGHTING CAM

PILOT OF AF 4993 RFPORTFD TIO KC 97 TYPE

AZPCRAST OVER SANTA ANA AT TIME OF SIGHTING

AND STATED THIS PARTICULAR AIPCRATT FQUIPPFD

WIT! CONSIDERABLE NUMBER BLUE FORMATION LICHTS .

y499Z* PPFLININARY FVALUATION IS THAT

GICHTING CAUSFR BY AMOTHFR A/C FOPMULATFD

DY PHONECONVERSATION AFCINe2 DUTY OFFICEn

eatinti ny Wap ctta g st, 3.4 wr nce ve
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UNIT STatus

FLYOSa-T

janta Ana, Calif; : a2 om’ 7 ‘. ; ‘nta Ana, California ig, Sd mb Ging, Castle ATH, Lifornis

26 January 1985 ) Jan 53 to 12 dun 55 Pah

ana it G, T. Ludbuna Jr. Asst Intel Officer Grow parsonnel

Mt 1927, «ST, 9 da

~nuary 1953, two inization

observad unidentified flying objects (lishts) in the vicinity of Santa Ans

whilo flying on « routine trainin: mission.

Ss ad tee . a vs . $ . Lao . = & t ‘ .Sstatenents waa obtained from the esircraft connander. Tha findines of this invest}

sation are presented herawith.
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1, sketch, stages curing “Le. Col., USAF

Sigating (3 oys) ving Intellicence Offic
2. Staterwnt, Lt. Brandt (8 oys)

S. Statement, Lt. Lovaless (5 oys)
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LbeLilcenca

AY Base, California 2 2

1, Vaseriotion of Object: tre observers, Aircraft Cootindsr and pLllot of a 29
ome tS beni ad

Kir tefueling aircralt, first observed the objosts wails flying o headine of ;

GIUTIAS « ne ot Je} ICtS Ryppearsd as a formtbion of pe “ts ajzoroeachin 4 the airerart from

a norbhaastor.y dtroation The lishts a>, roached the airoraft with such a ragid rate

of closure that tha siror nfs commander stabted a turn to tho loft; suddenly the lights
sto, 900 and nosearad to hold tha sama position momentarily and thon cade a slizht rise

ind disappaared., Tha lights ayspoared in a slisntly bent V¥ formation } re blue in

color. During tha interval in which they wore observed the lights chanced from» bank

to a lovel position, stepped, and banked spay im~adioately before cisas,oaring. )

sourd was hoard.

- with . J Li v3 LN ins o ow 7

for

airborna 5e2S type airere Pe; no ostical or electronic cquipment was utilised, Initial
atsantion was drawn bysight only & these one Apperontly sere silent. Tha Air-~
craft Sonmancer end toe pilot crore thea on y crew m9 hors to view th

e object Be

4, Losation: Tho observers wore air 19 time of the sichtin=. ; -

craft in waish thoy were flying was on 4 oot derreesa and was over nta Ana,

California (apsrox. 3345-11752), The ob jacts ware ovserved at 2:39 ofclock or northe

oast of the aircraft. Those objects appeared to be on & plana with the siroraft, whic
waa flying at an altitude of 16,509 foet. Tha spead of tho objects or thoir distance

fron the observers could not be ascortainad. : ays et
oe Y

ater ‘oak 4 > -

5. Observers: w.
Ah nd 1 ES BS

combat crow of the 924 Air Rafmeling Squadron, 9542 Bonbardwwnt ning ( Castle Air
Fores Ease, California. +9 has baen on flyiag status three end ons ha

he has aot previously observed unidentified objects.

ers TY? a” LOV: atk! wifa “|

lat Lt. SCUARLIS 0. LOVLLEOS, UA, coesils + (12515) on tha sare conbat

crow as i. Brandt. it. Lovaless haa been on flyine status for two and ons half yoars
assimmad to thea 93d Air Refualing Squadron, Sd Bombardment Win, aS Ds
ree Base, California, for thres months. ‘te rogorts that this is tho first

“.
+) nhtad flying objects.

2athhrer i Ry Clear sitioseethe radar winds fer the positlon wore 227
Je

dacrees at_tvelvs mots. t
pe

7. (adated Activitiss or Conditions: “one caternined.

o!
3. wiygatoat Myidenca: Yona.

9. Tromadiats Interception or Identification Action: Tha ‘ireralt Commander upon

st sizhting initiated a left turn ia an effort to gat out of the Lins of flight of

2ct3a. As both pilots were familiar with the reflection chareehs t bs

Be29 Goskit, these were checked to insure the lights wer? not a cround rePlection with
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in the cockpit Tha Los Angeles, California CAs radio wis called and

the tise, Loontionls and altitude of tha object

19, Simulbaneous Air Traffic: re (ro no othar aircraft observed in the invwe
~ a oe + Bank -

@iate vicirity ond nons were report Thy hir Traffic Control and iliesep errr
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‘UNCLASSIFIED

At. 1927 (factfile Standard Time), 9 January 1953 over the ct by of2s

Santa Ana, California, on a heading of 330° my co-pilot, it. Unarles Cc.

lLoveles3, called my attention to a formation of lishts approachtay tha

alreraft from a ia aeiiaaian of 02:30 O'alock lovel. The lights approached

at & very rapid rate of closure and I imiediately offected a turn to the

lefte The lights stopped and appeared to hold the same position momene

tarily and then made a slisht rise and disappeared. The total tine of

Sigating ws aporoximately 5 seconds. I immediately called Los Anssales

radio and informed them of time, altitude and position of the objeats.

the weather was clear in the vicinity at the tinue of theb Sishting. As

both pllots were familiar with the reflection characteristics of the

Be29 cockolt, these were checked to insure 1t was not a ground reflece

tion within the cockoit. Yhere was no alroraft in the immediate vici-
hey ee te 8 ee entail

nity ond none was reported by Air Traffic Control and iilitary Plight
ee AO LEI LEOEE OL LOL ELITA

and were blua in color. The formation appeared to changes from a bank

to a lavel position then stopned and vanked away just befsre disappear-

ing. The radar winds for tha position were 2279/12 mots. My co-pilot

and myself ware the only embers of the craw to view the lights. Cur

altituds was 16,500 feet.

I further state that I am an Alreraft Commander (12340) assigned

to & combat crawof the 934 Air Refueling Squadron, 93d Bomb Wing (3),

Castle AYS, California. I have been on flying status 3% years. I ene

close a drawing of the avpearancse of the odjecta.

DOWNGRADED AT 8 BAS TEARS. A Zit Vis d FT 7
DECLASSIEPIED Ai ee “i 9 , ra CO Ah AF UHL N

pob DER ‘vavv-? “ LOWELL D. BRANDT

UNCLASSIFIED
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ZI have coneurred with Lt. leundb in the presarabion of hig

siatenent in connestion with sighting flying objects (lishts) on

? donuesy 1953, over Santa Ana, California. . A3 a result of thig

coneurming I foel hia revert is complete ond acewate and I Can

tharefore add nothing to that revors

Lhartia® Towson
Charles 3. Loveless
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The new sightings looked im- ,

portant..The first report was dat- ,

ed January 9,°1953. Early that eve- ;

ning, a B-29 bomber, with Capt. | j

George Madden at the controls,

was flying over California on a

routine mission, Lt. Frank Briggs, ,

‘the co-pilot, had the right-hand#

seat. (As in all these official cases,

witnesses’ names have been»

changed.)

It was a clear night. They could

see Santa Ana, some 16,000 feet

* below. Except for the B-29, the

sky seemed to be empty. Captain

Madden was checking his instru-

ments when a flush of blue sude- |

dently caught Briggs’ eye. He stared |

out to the right. Coming toward j

them, at fantastic speed, was a V-4

formation of blue-lighted objects. }

Briggs gave a shout of warning.+

. Madden took one look, hurriedly |
swerved to the left. For a split4

.second, the strange craft seemed}

to hold their speed. Then they“
abruptly slowed down, the V-for- |

mation twisting as if a few of the |

machines had overshot. Banking |

away, they slanted upward and |

vanished.

‘Though Madden knew of no

supersonic test plane that could ~

make such speed, he cut in his .4

mike and called air-traffie control.

The answer came back: No experi-

mental aircraft—no planes of any

kind— were known to be in the =

area.

l
e

e
n
 
e
r
a
t
e
s

 c
at
e
s



PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

OCATTON

Santa Ana, California

LO. ANGULAR VEBLOCITY |1L. PHOTOS
per second C] Yes [--] No
TAS

OBSERVATION ro
air visual _5 seconds

Numerous blue lights appeared to close on Was aircraft = KC-97
observing aircraft. Another pilot confirmad

the observation by reporting two KC-97

aireraft over Santa Ana at the time of
‘sighting and stated that this particular

type aircraft was equipped with a conside

able number of blue formation lights.


