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1, The information contained in this regort concerns the sighting by two USAF i

officers of an unidentified flying object near Frankfurt/iain, ee on 28 genet
1353 The officers, Lt. Col. Max 0. Mitchell and Major David ‘. Pearsall, bot pheeicttglan!
of the ATI Branch, are rated pilots and have been on flying status for éeveral yearse |
They are considered to be exceptionally reliadle. i

2. Information concerning their experience is presented in raproducad copies of |
the U. S. Air Foree Technical Information Shest attachad as Inclosures 1 and 2, | 7
madiately after the sighting Lt. Col. Mitchell wrote on a blank AF Torn la iaevetestl on
of the event. ‘This description, a ood summary of the sighting, is quoted veroatin in
order to prevent any misstatement of facts surrounding thea incident, :

"on the night of 28 January 19535 at 1952 hours I observed thea followtny |
phenomena. ‘We ware on top of an overcast at 7500 ft. flying on a heading of 6°, Visi-

bility was for all practical purposes wilimited, Temperaturewas 5° C. T signted a
very bright Light passing in front of us at a slight (15°) elevation above us from our

left to right. I called Major Pearsall's attention to the light and we both watched it

move to our right simultaneously remarking that the lizht was moving at an extremely :

high rate of speed. In a few saconds it turned to the North (very hich accaleration

turn evidently) and then turned again in front of us climbing slightly until it was

directly ahead of us again, where it seamed to linger. The light was judged at that

time to be S10 miles ahead of us, Then the light made several violent maneuvers fron

just above the horizon to 15° above the horizon. Then it paused for a few seconds,

made several more maneuvers (as though in a dogfight) and than disappeared ata very

high rate of speed to tha North. ‘We reported this phenomena to Frankfurt airways and

Cornbeef. The coject was in sight for only a total of aporoximately 1-1/2 minutes. I

held a heading of 0° all of this time,”

36 It has come to the attention of ths reporting officer that an unidentified

flyin1g object was sighted at about the same time and location by another USAF officer,

This sighting was reported in PIR-60i/-1-53, dated 30 Jannary 1953, from the Goth Troop

Carrier Wing, Medium at “hein ‘ain AP Rase, Yrankfurt/ifain Germanys

h, The 1900 hours Zebra weather reported at Rhein Main Air Base was:
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b. 8/3 stratecumulus cloud coverage, base 3000 ft., tops S000 ft,, 3/S stratus —_

2 cloud coverage at 1200 ft., scatter clouds at 20,000 ft, -_
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Ce» Ground visibility - 7 NM

d. Winds: At surfaca -— 250° at 26 knots
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5000 ft. ~ 300° at 1) knots

10000 ft, =- 300° at 55 knots

Surface temperature 6° C
Daw point °c

Temperature at each 1000 ft. to 10,900 ft.

2000 THe = 4°

4000 ft. = 2°

ooo ft. - 3°

5000 ft <- i

6000 ft. =- 0°

7000 ft. - 1°

6000 ft. - <-2°

9000 ft. ~ ~-3°

10000 ft.’= —);° Q
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5. <A check with Frankfurt Flight Service revealed the information that no jet
aircraft were operating in the vicinity of Rhein Main at the sighting, However, other

C-!\7 were flying in the vicinity,

Tright-Patterson Air Force Pase, Ohio.

“Rowan A. eLpar ky 432, vin F
Colonel, USAF

Chis?, ATI Branch

GERALD MUM, JONSS

Captain, USAF

ATT Branch

ae
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6, This information will bs of interest to the Air Technical Intelligence Center
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Frankfurt/Main, Germany, 28 Jan 53, ATIC Document 111619

Air-visual sighting by two USAF pilots flying a C-:7 over this locality state that
toth pilots sighted a very bright light passing in front of them at an elevation of

about 15° moving from their left to right. Appeared to be moving at a very high

rate of speed. In a few seconds it turned to the North and then turned again in

front of the observers, climbing slightly until it was directly ahead of them, where
it seemed to linger and then go out of sight. The object was sighted for a total of

approximately 11/2 minutes. The pilot was on a heading of 0° during the entire

period of sighting. Weather was clear with a slight temperature inversion between

3 to 4,000', A check with the Frankfurt Flight Service by the pilots revealed the

information that no jet aircraft were operating in the vicinity of Rhein Main at

the time of sighting. However, other C-l\7's were flying in the vicinity and might

account for the sighting.



‘

A 7 . 
‘ ; . 

P . ; ’

af ve re

sri. - = (
APPROVES SUNE 1348

por fousee ye

o _AR INTELLIGENCE= INFORMATION |REPORT
ma a a ee ee - eoecmmeneseee- - ee een 080 ame

‘DJECT

UNTORNiTITI?of) =e i) on JPOTS ator ery MATIN, GYRMA?NYfs HSList ow” t6 rua’. thet:

ARE\ REPORTEOON Foe (Agency)
60TH TROOP CARRITR WING, MeDTIM

DATEOF REPORT. ar | DATE OF INFORMATION ’ ' EVALUATION

3O JAKUANE 1953 ‘29 JANUARY 1953 P-
REPARED BY (OMicer) SOURCE

APRN So TT rn MANUTHe Ima om at ee ol annan tA oe a ay
tas 9) ) Das art ty Ci Ah ’ po AS all Og AR LOWE Bey IstL’., _4s re

PORERENCES (Cvntrol nninber, directive, prerivas report, cte., as applicable)

, IMAARY: (h “ren vise gumimary ofr sport. Give significance in final one-sendence paragraph. List iaclogures at lover tft. Beyn tect of peport om AR Fora 112 Pert (1)
a 5 ~ r ~_-“ “a - fw ‘ As ~ =le sane, ist It Marlowe B. SOWGE, 172935A, USAF, COth Air Polles Squadron,

on) . Ty er wr Re ae r A Tr. ~ yar seewas pilotof USAT 0-47 atreraft No, 3734 ret urntne to RIVIN MAIN Air Base, GERMAIN
2 f STUTIGART T mY4from the rloinity of ART the nicht of 23 January 1553.

a. Lt, SO-SCTM is well known to me, and is a conscien*ious anc

offieor wrose judgement may he relied upon, He stated that he hag bs

of reports of unidentified flying, objects, s0 took necessary action tx

if the lichts reported below could be a reflection from the instrumen

stars shining throuch the clouds.

° "%

2. At approximately 2020Z, 2% January 1953, Li SORCE noticed a bright light

ahead a 1 slightly to the right. of his aircraft. ‘These lichts reshadaia to be ahouw
hnrea to five miles disfant and at the same altitrde as the alrer:ft, approximat ity
8500 feet. ‘

@. The Licht was a-bricht white lipht with rreen around the edge, and no

size or shape could be determined.. SOURCP at first thourch* the licnts were on an

atreratt, so he flashed his landins lichtsa, but received no response,

be The lisht appeared to be traveling the game direction (300°) as the
eiveraft and 4 approvimately the same speed. The licht mad> no violent maneuvers,

but drifted t the ricrhta1 Alstante estimated to be ‘one half mile and than returned
to its iat etng) nosition. It also dived approximately 1000 ?eet at abou>a 75
de-ree ancle and then el'mbed perpendicularly to its original position. This
maneuver consumed only 4 or 5 saconds,

ec. This licht was visible for approximately ten minntea.

to the left ofthe aircraft.

a, The light was bricht and white, but no size or shana could be determined,

b. i@ lich* Rn! gr: Do to vary in distance from three to five miles as
evidenced aethe fact that the light would grow brighter andthen dirmer ani the
relativa posittons ata chanze from 11 o'eloe% to 10 o'clock and then back to
ta oricinal position,

Incts.

@. This licht was visible for approximataly fift-en minutes,

4. Poth of the above lights were visible at the same time, but shortly after
the second licht. appecred, the first one disanpearad,

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YRAR INTERVALS; |
ee A SEPIED. APES 39 yeaee

gang epii Leto \ i DOD DIR 5200. 10

tira to ! fa Ao re .
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|
|

|

!
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|

3. At approxinately 20302, another lisht appeared, this one ahead and slichtly

ina A.2, : resy to 317th T.C.lz (mM) |.

Info cy to ac/s, A-2, Twalfth AF (ADVON) \>" File cy this of fica
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31 ANDO 22. AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PFROON IS PROHIBITED BY LAN,
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cant 12—PART HN - 7

AIRIR INTELLIGENCE INFORM ATION REPORT
fROM LAgency) REPORT NO,

s/oene omry ieaihanl . " “+ «/ rv,OOTH TR OP CAPRI "I (M PI Rew 0'fen]m5 3 PAGE z ) OF “, PAGES

5. Ut SORGE reported both lights to "COR EF and TRAYKFURT AIR TRAFFIC
CONTROL, The second Light was visible until the airersft started a srocsedure
ihe at STADION Beacon (TKIP $513).. “hen the litht disar ypeaxved the aii) the alireralt

returned to its orivinal heading of 3009 und attempted to resignt it, with no

SUCCE334

Pe ' aier:Cogn * a ae ps Tererar ve :Qo weather ssausnea for 20302, 23 January 1953 at ITI’ MAIN

Coilins — 1600 ft. Vrotren
;
‘,

i \

Visibility - 5,4 “aut “tles vith continuous drissle
. “ .Winds - 250 decrees at 23 tnots with gust to 36 ‘cnois.

Termmen ture < ‘9 centigrade

Dew nt -« 4° cantierade

Altimeter Satting ~ 1022.4

&o Lt “OnCT stated that the clouds vere in two layers, The ton of the

layer at 6000 to 7009 fast. The upper layer was licnt an at anoroximately 10,900 fat

+ 3 ot «a 4 “1s .—- h “| .b. All. observations were between the cloud lsyers,

7. 4Airera®t was flying on 2 heading of 300° at 3500 feet, TAS apnrocteateby
> a. ad P me . re a q din . : 

ps15% kaots. Ground Sp ed 110 knots,

°¢ » *e . a . an 2 3 ,. ~~ .

Yo #0 COmiitions ov scllvity that might affect the sisting were apcarent,

‘5 MT - 4 . _. 29. ) evidence is available at this station,

cyeortet Atte4 -

fe) no ke x ARNT IT. i aA 2 , 1D @) had J- wha
Tre io]

Captain, \Ad.ad

Intellisence OfficerWis

_-—

RADED AT 8 YEAR INTERVAL:DOWNGRADED AED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DL& 5200.10
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