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ffiee of Spesial Investigations, Lungley Air Force liase, Virginia.
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WASHINGTON
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21ST DISTRICT OFFICZ OF SFSCIAL INVZSTIGATIONS

LANGLEY AIR FORCE BASE, LANGLEY FIELD, VIRGINIA

File No. 24-0 25 February 1953

STBJZCT: UNUSUAL AERIAL O3U=CTS,

Richmond Quartermaster Depot,

Richmond, Virginia, 10 Fed 53

SPECTAL INQUIRY
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e Jommaniing General

Tactisal Air Command

Langley Air Porce,Base, Virginia

ATTN: Director of Intelligence

1. This report pertains to the observation of umusual aerial

objects by four (4) persons at the Richmond Quartermaster Depot,

Richmond.Wa, The time of sighting was approximately 0615 hours,
10 Fed 53.

2. On 10 Feb 53, S/A Walter P. Jacob, Richmond Regional
Intelligence Office, 1009th CIC Detachment, Richmond, Va., telephonically

advised the Richmond Detachment, 2lst District OSI, that four (4) civilian

guards at the Richmond Quartermaster Depot at approximately 0600 hours,

10 February 1953.

3. On ll February 1953, Charles L. Camp, Civilian Guard, Richmond

Quartermaster Depot, was interviewed and stated that at approximately O615

hours, ee ne ee he was at the southwest end of Warehouse #3l,

which is located in the southeast section of the Depot, in his vehicle

when he saw appro.ching from the east, at an altitude of aporoximately

400 feet, wo (2) odjects, circular in shape, aporoximately 20 feet in
diameter which apveared luminous, colored orange in the canter and me

These objectsaz the edge, the approximate color of a flourescent lamp.

2sassed directly over Camp's head, proceeding southwest at a "slow speed",

"sey hovered over a 75 feet water tower located at the southwest end or

2 desot and Camp described them as "piayine like muppets on a string"

sly thereafter the objects disanveared over the rizon in the vicinit
rehouse #1 veich is located aoproximatel x 227 Ath of the water

» Tm .oroceeded.to Sth Street in the sinisy nick. c2e odjects

sa0neared, at which time the 359*2cts renacdeared and Sroceedeaa in a wester
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irection, turned north towards Camp and then reversed the n reversed themselves

and proceed out of sight toward the saith, traveling at a "tremendous

te of speed", Camp stated that the period over which he obvserved the

oJe cts were aporoximately five (5) minuts. Camp stated that he heard no

nds emitted by the objects during the time he odserveda then.

4. On ll Feo 53 Jessie E. Kent, Civilian Guard, rr

Diartermaster Deoot, was interviewed and stated that at wet

515 hours, 10 Fed 53, he was at the dam located apnproxina

two (2) miles northeast of the Richmond Cuartermaster Deoot While

standing on the dam Kent observed two (2) yellowish colored. flat
reular objects over the water at an altitude of aporoximately 150

-2e%. The odjects emitted no soudn ani wers hovering over the water

noving around and about each other. KZent stated tt he though that

they were goingto land in the water. After avvroximataly two (2)

minutes the objects want straizht uo into the air and disappeared from

sight moving vertically at an extremely rapid rate of speed. Kent

tated that the objects were clearly visible to him; that they were

aporoximately 20-25 feet in diameter and that there were no openings

isibdle on the objects,

J

5. Onill ¥eb 53 Harry L. Derr, Civilian Guard, Richmond

Quartermaster Depot, was interviewed and stated that at aporoximately

0615 hours 10 Feb 53, while at the main gate of the Richmond

Quartermaster Depot, he observed two(2) odjects or lights approaching

him from the northeast at a distance of 1 % ailes, at an altitude
of approximately one thousand (1000) feet and approximately two hundred

(200) feet apart. The objects passed over the Elk Pasture approximately

five hundred(500) feet south of the main gate. At this point, the

objects passed out of Derr's line of vision. Derr stated that he has

spent considerable time in the vicinity of airyorts end that he is certain

that these lights were not navigation lights, landing lights ar any other

type of light that he has observed on conventional aircraft. Derr stated

that the objects or lights were circular in shave, yellowish in color and

that the objects did not emit# beam of light. Derr stated that from

his vantage point, the lights appeared approximately 18 inches in diameter.

6. On 12 Fed 53, Carlisle B.Fields, Civilian Guard, Richmond Quarter-

master Depot, was interviewed and stated that at approximately 0600 hours,
19 Feb 53, he was st the north gate or the Richmond Quartermaster Depot when

‘2 odserved two (2) sdjects coming toward him from the north at an altitude

»f advroximately 150 frig The objects appeared t9 be circular in shape,

rches in diameter and were colored orange in the center

t
h
w

with

=~"

~.[urvlisk ne oe The objects passed over Fields! head and proceeded sou
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thirty-five (35) miles per hour "dancing and darting abot",

Fields, who was in a vehicle, followed and observed the odjects

as they proceed south to the water tower mentioned in paragraph

S. Fields met Camp at Sth Street, stopped and observed the objects

with Camp. In the vicinity of the Water Tower the objects "darted
and danced about" and then ‘danced out of sight" to the south at

a slow rate of speed, approximately 35 miles per hour. Yields

stated that at no time was there any noise emitted by the objects.

7, All of the witnesses interviewed stated that the atmosphere

wa3 extremely clear at the time of the sighting; that there were n

clouds in the sky and that the odjects were vlaialy visible to then

all. The witnesses advised that they distinctly saw the shapes and

characteristics of the obDject. No distinct mwarkinzs or coenings or

irregularities on ‘he surface of the odjects were observed by the

witnesses. All of the witnesses avoeared to be reliable, intelligent,

sober indiviauals who were well sccuainted with conventional aircrart.

All of the witnesses stated that they have never vreviously observed

any similar objects and could offer no logical explanation for the

dighting.

8. The Base Weather Office, Langley Air Force Base, Ya., advised

that the weather saquence for Richmond, Ye., at 0630 hours, 10 Feb 53,

was as follows: Clear; visibility 12 miles; temperature 29 degrees;

dewpoint 19%; wiad from northwest at 3 knots; no clonds.

9. The U. S. Weather office, Richmond, :Yirginia, advised that

they had released a weather bDalloon at 0415 hours, 19 Feb 53 which

ascended at a rate of 700 feet per mime. The Civil Aeronautics

Authority, Meteprlogical Station, Richmond, Va., advised that they had

released no weather balloons on 10 Fed 53. ' :

10. Attention is invited to the following discrepancies relfected

in statements of Camp and Fields, Camp who was at the southeast end of

the depot stated that he odserved the objects approaching him from

the east and that they proceeded to the southwest. Camp stated that

they disappeared from view at a "tremenddus rate of sneed", Fields

who was at the north end of the devot stated that he odservered the

objects coming toward him from the north. Field followed the objects

as they proceeded to the south end of the base where he met Camp, and

-tereafter Camp and Fields tozether observed the objects. Fields stated

nat the odjects disascpeared at a slow rate of svesed, avoroximately 35 niles

per hour.
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Richmond, Virginia 
og Fabruary 1955

Ab 100 EST an Air Force colonel while traveling 
at 60 mph in hia auto near

Richnond observed a flash of metal with a long narrow re
ctangular contrall travel-

ing from south to north. The object crossed the path of the auto from left to
right traveling at less than jet speed. Ths objact was obsarved approximately
15 «nutes.

TI. Discussion of Incidentee

Observer visited a friend of his about 1 hour later
. The friend initiated

the convorgation by atating that he had gaan a bright
 contrail in the sky about

300 at a consider hie distance. At 1€00 EST on this date the sun rag sebtinge
Tha suny reflecting trom sonbraill, mad it

 easily vis Lola.

iii. Cone lusion
OD———

Probably contrail of jet airc
raft.
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