
1. DATE + TiME GROUP 2 LOCATION

r

Sen Franciso,

10. CONCLUSIONSOURCE

_ Tes s

Ualitornia

Report of ob jects attributed to eff

Lre@a

LENGTH OF OBSERVATION [11]. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

2 ilinuw es found black object followed tv 3 ar streaks appeariny to
%. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 8 Vapor trails traveled at a | * speed n ring.

p and down on zis zag course, copbins sound was near

-Jisual ) i d at nx 10,000!,

|7. COURSE USE s personas observed similer obj on 13 Ted 53. in

8. PHOTOS

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

G Yes

& Ne
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AF FORM 112—PART
APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT UNCLASSIF IED

Dir. of Intel. 28 AD aere. 9 n e e |

Hamilton AFB, California ! TR2-53 W by 2

An unidentified flying object was observed by four members of a GOC Post

located on top of Mt. Sutro in San Francisco, California during the evening
of 13 February 1953.

1. Description of object. One, round, black object which appeared to

have two silvar streaks following it (possibly vapor trails). Object appeared
to be gaining and losing considerable altitude and flying a zig zag course.
No means of propulsion were observed. A throbbing sound was heard appar=

emtly coming from the object as it passed overhead the GOC Post where the

observers were located. The unidentified flying object disappeared from view

over the city of San Francisco. Object was first observed approximately four

miles to the West ami over the ocean, Speed of this unidentified object ap-

peared to be slower than that of a conventiomal aircraft.

2. Time of sighting was between 1753 ani 1820 PST, 13 February 1953.

3. Manner of observation was visual without aids. Wo radar contacts
with this object were reported,

4. Location of Obesevers during sizhting was on top of Mount Sutro, San

_ Francisco, California. The unidentified flying object was estimated by the
ebservers as being approximately 10,000 feet altitude.

5. The ebdservers of this object were: “RM, 7GmgeInee, San

‘Francisco, Calif; Ag), shtml, San Sermnito, Calif; Sem,
Miia, San Frain isoo, Calif.

‘aa 6. The weather was clear with a few scattered clouds. Visibility was

“Feperted as unlinited,

3ie 7 According to a newspaper article concerning similar sightings of
unidentified flying objects which appeared in the San Francisco Examiner dated

.. 1s February 1953, Dr. Otte Struve, a member of the University of California
ad“eR Department explained the numerous sightings of "flying saucers" on

February 1953 as being caused by a temperature inversion,

9. Negative.

OW8 Eb
ORVILLEB BIXW
Captain, USA?

Director of Intell sence

DOWNGRADED AT * YEAR INTERV ALS
DE CLASSIFIE AFT ai 2 YEARS

S415 j
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» By WILL STEVENS2) RU oe merce eset | “Blinky” returned tOe Ledgipterr tore ‘aides |skies over the San Francisc Opn
ime |Bay area last night, flipping

sand flopping and swishing§
like something possessed. §&
Thousands on both sides of

ithe Tay saw The Thing whip
siand whirl through a couble-tals:
i\Friday the Thirteenth display.
5 It wasn’t a Flying Saucer f
from Mars or Venus-—or at
(€25¢ most folks hoped it wasn't,

Ji wasn’t a fireball, Sscientists

jSaid fireballs don’t hover, and

‘Nor was it jet aircraft, thei UN)
trails playing weird tricricks.ay ab ea orNeither the Air Force nor the,: 

; 
inte aaith 

4

Navy had any jets aloft. J

re a em jAir Force weren't dropping any
“last night, and the Co

| 
.

}ward. Nor was the
tithe Marines.

| tt wasn’t a Weather Bureau #¥.jbatloon. The bureay didn’t 
biba|'2unch its nig tly radio balloon 

*Al until 7:30 p. m., from Oakla id. | 
«ii

'
vnereupon it promptly gallor

iiue south, toward San Jose—
out of the “Blinky” area of oper.
“ons—~and up to 60,000 feet

‘“uiges Colors

Vaat thousands SaW was 3
preund “bulb” or “bal)”’
Oored, changing at tim

/ 
sue at nes to silPVEr, “We Netwu,

|

nated at ‘from 3,000 to 10,00

*, Between J:sU a, m. and rm.

if a, m. earlier I viday, otherss

seen the same object. Last
¢ 1 Riinky’” came back. oe es, Fe bn

cientistS and Weather Bupiiip eee 8

l'reau forecasters agreed, how :

;ever, that nature probably wast

1g ung it with mirrors—or more
ecifically, that a “rnirroring

treraperature inversion” layer in

the ‘atmosphere was reflecting,

‘
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So “Blinky,” figurativels i

taken apart by science, pretty!

i well disintegrated in the process},
of a two-pronged explanation:

—Professor Otto Struve,

sea ; } stron.
chairman or the astron

; ay « } Tri.
omy department at the Uni

versity of California, ex-¥ set \ ‘ ,

>

;

hould be)-600 feet
oe | then 7 aad bie hed
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MEMO RuUTING SLIP MENGONCURRENCES.OR SIMILAR ACTIONS
1 NAME OR TITLé INITIALS | CIRCULATE
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|
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<
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FROM NAME OR TITLE CATE
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Se et) ae

‘LIKE DOUBLE I BALORE. | nore . . ;

! eee) Actually, the sky show oP ?
ae P| proximated a double feature.

d

a ¢ 7 cl q

sighted it, “hovering over the

Bay, approximately halfway be-

tween Hunter’s Point ang Als-

aN ry pda, Jt stayed there for aboutPe eee PERT | 9 vated .; meda, It stayed 1 > f nu!
hig ists got aw ny Te) expla ing _ la minute, then disappeared in a

to just anotne! ms ° bn ; od southerly direction.

henomenon—caused eyes tOlwoy A SPACE SHIP

pop at street level. badyttemipe

3:30 a.m. yester|

minutes, his erratic } a Stan acne ; lanai

the traditional “flying sat

‘We're sure these ‘saucers’

people see are not space snips

from outer space.”

It is impossible, he said, to

5

*

Emeryville Policemen James

Wayne and Aldo Berta, driving

in separate cars in different sec-

tions in Exneryville, sighted it

first. f sliceman Wayne re:

have intelligent human being:

jon any of the planets of the

solar system except earth.

“Speculating very broadly,”

. he added, “there is a possibil-
cm) wness the altitude. ity that intelligent human be-

yohed tke a light bulb,

|

|

i
ae

: de a)
s| It appeared to be hovering | gnes are on other planets on

over Alhany race track, and | other solar systems—~but if

seemed to be weaving from | iney do exist, the nearest

| side tw side, At first it was | woujd be fifty million light
} amb red. Then it turned years aW

| tu pet One: thing nobody saw:
“ie mewed ap and down at [mon naracl

iniecsis. t moved to the ,

north, pound like a bulb, Then 2 : aeey

it moved south.” . 3

SEEN HY OTHERS, :
CP

Offiter Berta gave almost pre-P#:

cisely the same description. Si-

multaneously, Berkeley Police

Sergeant Robert Gorman saw it. ne

At & a.m., California High ee,

way Patrolmen Al Turner and oat
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Saturday, Feb. 14.1983 xe CCCC# San FrancisenLxaminer 7

Thousands See ‘Bulb’
_ Whirl OverBay Area

“
=
a

;

(Continued from Page One)

though, it was first class,

ejagainst the vast panorama of|'

e|the sky itself. Hundreds of tele-
..|PNone calls from both sides of
4 the Bay, the peninsula, and Ma-

rin County turned The Exam-

Viner switchboard into a minia-
ture celestial display of lights

“junto itself,

VIEW FROM GATE BRIDGE.

What thousands saw was

-|characterized briefly by Golden

i|Gate Bridge Toll Collector Fred

,| Peterson, of 148 Irving Street.

\|He said:

“I saw It first at 5:55 p. m.,
, and fog five minutes there-

atter, @ tind white light that

made big, slow circles in the

sky jost shave China Beach.

It wasw't te high, but high-
jer than the bridge towers. A

‘nuinber of motorists saw it

‘| -asthey drove up the approach
from Saa. Fruwisco. It was

i} amber tetered, changing to

| silver 4 int
** Civil anse Ground Rat
‘server Corpatnéri, doing the

dull. but Vital job, had a. wel-
iyeome relief from watching stars

and hearing jets blow over.

Watcher Michael Moran, atop
Mount Suiso with his GOC com-

if “Objéct. sighted: Round
‘Color: Black, with’ silver. Be-

havior: Went straight up, then
Jstraight down; also circling.

Estimated altitude: 10,000°feet.|’ “It was too slow for'a fall-
j|Characteéristics: Two. flicking) ing star or meteor.”

|vapor trails, definitely not jetisporrED FROM BRIDGE.
type. Sound: Deep throb, Posi} 4+ 5:09 a m., Highway Pa-
tion: Directly over tower. First trolman James Morgan, on the
sighted: 5:58 p. ny, Length of ig tr pe a

:{sigh' Golden Gate Bridge, picked it
sighting: Twenty-four minutes.

Weather: Clear. Visibility: Un-|UP through binoculars, Said

limited.” Morgan:
“} first saw it over Alcatraz,

THEY SAW IT, TOO, traveling west. It appeared to

That, agreed Ground Ob-} be 3,000 feet high, judging by

servers Rudy Pugh, Ray Rogo-| the height of the 700 foot
way ana Roy Homer, was pre-| bridge towers. There was no

icisely what they saw, too. noise. It was perfectly round

Among the thousands watelr| in shape, and of bright but

ing the skies, scientists at Lick) net brilliant white, color. 1!

at all. But then, at a 4,200 level,} watched it for two minutes,

Observatory didn’t see anything} and saw it disappear past the

they couldn’: train their glass; Farallon Islands.” |

downward, And “Blinky” was} At that stage, it was seen and

jiving around at 3,000 feet Ob- similarly described by lookouts

iervers at Morrison Planetariumjat the Mount Tamalpais Ranger

y Golden Gate Park didn’t see|Station.

meither. : oo At 6:18. a.m. yesterday,
Mil an wleenah tbe nn

E200 FT= —

EXPLAINED-A
mass of warm air, developing

between two layers of cold air,

acts as a reflector of light,

Astronomer Otto Struve said in

explaining the gleam over the

Bay area. His theory was sup-

ported by reports from the

Weather Bureau.

j
w

t
-

tana patrol car at

Dniversiey Avenue and East-
shore Highway, spotted
“Blinky.” ,

Turner declared:

_ “It was a white ball of light

or. fire, approximately 3,000

feet high. It was traveling in

‘ westerly direction, at about

250 to 300 mph, from over

the Richmond hills. It passed
directly over the Golden Gate

Bridge. There were no trails,

_It' gave the appearance of be-

ing a very bright electric light

bulb in midair.”

Wood added:
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1 NAME OR TITLE INITIALS CIRCULATE }

|

ORGANIZATION AND LOCATION DATE . COORDINATION i
|

2 FILE

INFORMATION

_es —_——

3 . F t - NECESSARY

| ACTION

NOTE AND

| | RETURN

4 | | SEE ME

'

ated

| SIGNATURE |
'

'

REMARKS j

t. Mewmeft Let |

1IS5-/F26 os 7"
=

4. Mares pyjec. ag: TE

dn. OFF Seeks Sra

FROM NAME OR TITLE

ORGANIZATION AND LOCATION | TELEPHONE

|
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TINCLASSIFIEDPAGE TWO JWPML 19F UNCLAS

OBJECT FIRST SIGHTED OVER OCEAN APPROXIMATELY 4 MILES AWAY, HEADING

INLAND PASSING OVER GOC POST THEN OVER CITY OF SAN FRANCISCO. ESTI-

MATZD ALTITUDE 19,022 FT.

5. O3SERVERS WERES SRY, gaemeype, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF,

“RAENERT; anggueppgmeere, SAN BERNANITO, CALIF, @OOROOORGAN, 0c

Remewernrrmy, SAN FRANCISCO CALIF.

-.6 CLEAR WITH A FEW SCATTERED CLOUDS.

1 ACCORDINGTO THE SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER DATED 14 FEBRUARY 1953.
“THOUSANDS OF PERSONS OBSERVED SIMILAR OBJECTS OVER THE: SAN FRANCISCO

BAY AREA DURING THE EARLY MORNING HOURS OF 13 FEBRUARY 1953 AND AGAIN

_ DURING THE EARLY EVENING OF THE SAME DATE. THE SAN FRANCISCO WEATHER

BUREAU REPORTED ‘A MASS OF WARM AIR ENCA BETWEEN TWO LAYERS OF:
“cou AIR OVER THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA AT AN ELEVATION OF APPROXI-

: 3208wT DURING THE PERIODS OF THIS OBSERVATION. DR OTTO SAY

AN ASTRONOMER, EXPLAINED THE EXISTENCE OF THESE SIGHTINGS THE RESULT

Vor AN INVERSION CAUSED BY WEATHER CONDITIONS ACCORDING TO THE

“EXAMINER STORY. ACCORDING TO THIS NEWSPSPER MANY OF THE PERSONS

OBSERVING THIS OBJECT PLACED IT BETWEEN 3983 AND 4303 FT ALT.

8. NEGATIVE DOWNGRADED AT3 YRPAR INTERVFina!

$9. NEGATIVE

DCLASSIFIED AFTER 1 o
12 YE S

DOD DIR 5200.10 BAT

14/0225Z FEB JWPML : St GEO UASAER er

UNCLASSIFIED — /



Ted kek Weed Fe hie: wes Like Ae A NX x)

DE JWPML 10F aon ‘
ONCLASS , l,

NM 1681512 CASSIFIED
PM CG 238TH AIRDIV HAMILTON AFB CALIF pe:
TO JEPHQ/DIR OF..INTEL HQ USAF WASHINGTON 25 DC

JEDWP/ATIC WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OHIO Eons . |
D GRADED AT8 YEAR INTERVALS:

JEDEN/CG ADC ENT AFB COLORADO SPRINGS COLO are oo
INFO ZEN/JWPML/CG WADF HAMILTON AFB CALIF

/ eglmmeeaMGI/ 227 OLD 21312 ATTN INTELLIGENCE. ATTN ATIAA~2C.

on

FLYOBRPT.

te ONE ROUND, BLACK OBJECT FOLLOWED BY TWO SILVER STREAKS WHICH APPEAR-

=D TO BE VAPOR TRAILS. OBJECT MOVING AT MODERATELY HIGH SPEED MANEUVER-

ING UP AND DOWN AND ON 2I1G ZAG COURSE. THROBBING SOUND HEARD WHEN

OBJECT PASSED OVERHEAD « yh Tobia FROM LINE OF SIGHT OVER SAN

FRANCISCO, 9 a8 Kutr .
{)' * Ont2. BETWEEN 1758 AND’ 1820PST, 13 reste 1953, by

3* WISUALLY FROM THE GROUND
oo _<

i be OBSERVERS LOCATED AT Got ‘Post, MT SUTRO, SAN FRANCISCO; CALIF.

: | UNCLASSIFIED



APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948 ; JINULA

REPORT NO. | (LEAVE BLANK)

messw |
AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

Unidentified Flying Objects (Short I A er
AREA REPORTED ON FROM (Agency)

San Francisco Bay Area, California [Dirof Intel, 28 AD, HamiltonAFB, Calif.
DATE OF REPORT DATE OF INFORMATION EVALUATION

19 Vebruasy 1953 13 February 1953 a 22 C-3 -
PREPARED BY SOURCE

. Orvis E Bixel, Dir of Intelligerre| __ Member of Groumi Observer Corns
REFERENCES, number, directive, previous report, ee., a9 applicable)

AFL 200 dated 29 April 1952 THX 28th OLD 01310 FLYOpiPT, 15 Pebruary 1953 ss
SUMMARY: (Eater conciss semmary of report. Give significance in final one-sentence paragraph. List inclosures at lower left. Begin text of report on AF Form 118—Part 11.)

COUNTRY

United States

In accordance with AFL 200-5, dated 29 April 1952, Subject: "Unidentified

Plying Objects Reporting (Short Title: FLYOBHPT)", the following report of an
unidentified flying object is submitted.

On 13 February 1953, between 1758 and 1320, PST four observers manning a

GOC Post ontop of Mount Sutro in San francisco, California sichted an ure

identified flying odject. This object was sighted over the ocean at an alti-=

tude estimated at 10,000 feet. The object was deseribed as roum with what

appeared to be tmo vapes-trailsfollowing it. The speed of this object was
not estimated but it appeared considerably slower than that of an aircraft.

No sound was heard from this object except during the period when it passed

over the GOC Post. The object appeared to mveup and down and had a zig zag

course. Object disappeared over the city of San francisco.

Inclosed herewith is a copy of the story pertaining to these objects as

printed by the San Francisco Examiner dated 14 February 1953. According to the

Examiner thousands of persons in the EBay area observed the same or similar
objects to the one described in this report during the early morning how's and

early evening of 13 February 1953.

1 Inl Chr Copef
per article, Captain, USAF

San isco Examiner Director of Intelligence

e
a

DOWNGRADED AT Ki 'é2 iR INTERV

DECLASSIFIED AFTER12 yoann

CISTRIBUTION BY ORIGINATOR

1 copy Chief, Air Technical Intelligence Center
ATTN: ATIAA-2c Wright-Patterson AFS, Opio

nt CF Ome TSF RET! A PTE FREE COPA TES UP TLIIA! TH MAT AAI NO AC TUE CSDPIN ACE Ar Mt Sc



FEB 53 SIGHTINGS

FOLDER <2 (Contd)

NUMBER

23

SY 24

ww 25

26

VS ise Qh SEAM Syracuse, Mew York -

36 olk Nw tur $3 Finland, Minnesota ¥

L
v

a
)

f
o

1

ps

DATE

a,

—

—

ea

ue"

LOCATION
patted LLL}

Yuma City, Arizona

Maxwell AFB, Alabama r
4

Lancaster, Pennsylvania

=39

Blythe, California 4

Keflavik Airport, Iceland J
5 A * , 2 * N

Pepperrell A¥r3, Newfoundland

tamsey, New J“rsey

v
‘ictorville, California

Saratoga Springs, New York -

uarryville, Pennsylwania “

Terre Haute, Indiana j

e
e

.



A) 13

V2 13

3 13

vw » 12

5 12

uw 5

wit 1

“3 11

V9 11

“10 11

“11 11

V12 10

“N3 10

An 9

15 8

16 6

S17 7

S18 T

V19 7

20 6

/ 21 5

\

°2B 53 SIGHTINGS

l thru 14

LOCATION
pathted Tat Lf

}
Carswell AFB, Texas“

Petersburg, Virginia J

Lake Charles AFB, Louisiana

iW AB, A /

unis, Libya ¥ }

rmptonville, North Carolina

‘reat Falls AFB, vontens¥

Laurel, Montana J

Patrick AFB, Florida J

Richmond, Virginie V

Misawa AFB, Japan J

Dobbins AFB, Georgia Z Sere

Aovbins AFB, Georgia ~ al

Barter Island, Alaska :

Corbin, K ntucky v;
~ ‘oe

Northeastern Hokkaida i JAP

Okinawa J
WAKNE Fe v

Aimerdersr5, Alaska



FEB 53 SIGHTINGS

Folder #1 (Continued)

NUMBER DATE

23 23 =

ao 24 ay iL

wv 25 3

es 7 f 23 \ ale

~ 27 \ 23—

23 22 ww”

Y 29 22

30 ee

"31 22 Uw

32 a —

33 20 —

34 20 ——

35 ie all

A363 7

37 17 =

38 rf ean

LOCATION

ct”

Fortville, Indiana

sueens, New York

Pa Y
thern Wisconsin

i. Va 4 7 \
Nh, 4a.ne \faa :

tT oe . : ae\ westzie24, Maine /
Y

w o
O &

J

tt 1a
)

o
O

~an

LAAE LARUE A
Dy PHA

Dover APB, Delaware

Dodson, Montana v

Green Bay, Wisconsin ~.

/
turgeon Bay, Wisconsin

Ch6-do, North Korea /

Port Austin, Michigan

Elmendorf? AFB, Alaska /
Bremerton, Washington v

Elmendorf, Alaska ~

Rainer, Alabama v

‘ . _,

APLINZ ON, Lexas $



FES 53 SIGHTIN

26 - 15

FOLDER #1

MUMBER DATS LOCATION

wane 23 — Dover AFB, Delaware

2 28 Richmond, Virginia Vv
es

—~ 23 Ww Colorado Springs, Colorado

+ 27 Lor Shreveport, Louisiana ”

at 27 Nae Pasadena, California ~

“6 oT: oe Dayto f>.%

uw
LT CF la Ltazuke A3, Japan

ws of oe we orthern Honshu v
GPEMN

v9 TT ww LeeetPalkeAZB, Montana“

29 26 : Dover A FB, Delaware

e11 26 le Klamath Falls, Oregon

12 2a tt Greenland —

ye a . 4“13 26 (lw Honshu, Japan ynLer

Yih 26 uae Northern Kiyusha
co

5 ae, Pepperell AFB, Newfoundland

fewwks AFR
16 2 1 gensfertente, Texas

“17 26. Kingsville, Marylana

“18 25 Charleston, West Virginia

wl9 25 uw Great Falls, Montana van

- 20 2h Won Teer,’ daho “

21 24 Dayton, Ohio —
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5-23

Mar‘Great Falls, Montana

fuzeoslavi

Ramier, Alabama

‘willow, Alaska Military Air

Fort Austin, Michix<an Visual

Ground (RADAR)
*“Zimandorf A AlasKa Military
SrTemerton, eee 3] a a
=reenssorg. North Carolina (CASS “ISSING)

siceland Civilian

Cho-Do, Korea Military

‘Pitssburg, California (CASE MISSING)

\Stocxton, California Air Visual

‘Russia Not Revorted
Sturgeon Bay, wisconsin

‘Green Bay, Wiseconsia

‘Eurvtalo, tiew Yor<

‘Arlington, Texas

‘Lover, Delaware

Dodson, Montana wie
‘Sidney, Australia (SI NZ)(in?TO) Qype
\C2ledes Not

“Queens, New York

iWortville, Indiana

*Maine
-~

‘Scuthern Wisconsin

-DPa:ton, Ohio

Monatpeld r, Idans
‘Sserman, Texas

“Borne Multiple
Char leston, West Virginia - Ground (RADAR)
Japan (Multiple Locations) Multiple

Greenland

‘Ainzsville, Maryland

Pevrerell AB, Newroundland

‘Klamath Falls, Oregon

‘San Antonio, Texas

Ground (RADAR)

Hd
 o

Military

Multiple

‘Cover, Delaware

‘Creat 7ailz AB, Montane
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BorsaMisi ng sant ‘stories of’ these mysterious Vehicles are legion; only rarely,
however, is such a.report coupled with the name of a manufacturer. Particular in-

oe is, therefores:, attached tothe following two announcements. In the first
ase, Radio Belgrade atated that a mumber of flying saucers flew over a Belgrade
subart: on February 15th, They were, it appears, developed by the research depart~
ment-of the Jugoslav.Air Force and had’ the following characteristics: diameter,
107 <5 all-up: resents hil lbs top speed, 31 =with radio control. A further
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ne second officero e American SS. The Cabins Capts2. F.TI d offi £ the American The Cabins Caps &. I
Nathney, Master, r eports that at 0745 G. MT’; February 5, 1953, !

in lat. 26°53’ N iy >,ae 55’ W., he sighted a ore dish Cc colored. i ~ |
object about the size of a star of first magnitude t illiance. It i

| j ;was first sighted bearing 225° altitude 10° and strtwledaacnass | in|
the sky par: itlel to the horizou ina northerly direction for about

lsappeare“cl into a cloud.

oD al Siligh t Waves.

75° of azimuth in about 2 seconds and d

lhe object had_a reddish-orange tail with se

Weather clear with few clouds, wind SW. torce 3, very good ,
visibility, barometer 30.03 inches, air temperature 71° F.

’ Second: Offieés D: B: Hoobler of the American SS. Quiriqua,
Cat: Gecrge“Pppetnran,Master, reports that at 0745 G. M.T
February 15, Loa. in approximate position lat. 26°12’ N., Po
74°41’ W., he observed a bright reddish-orange meteor. It ap-
peared near the star Antares bearing 151° altitude 12 it
traveled in a straight line of about300° and passed almost di-
rectly over the vessel at an estimated altitude of 10,000 feet until
it disappeared ind clouds on the horizon in the west. It was
Bu for about 10 seconds and left a very bright reddish trail.

clear witht scattered clouds on the horizon, wind south-
mate 3, maderate sea, air temperature 74° F. )
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