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+s Letiueen the approximate hours of 09452‘2 and 1005Z, 17 February 1953, an
unldentirisd flying object was observaed in th2 general area oF WilLOV, Alasca
(GECREF 2 OB 5545), The object, which appearei to be a red 1i
from a C—4,7 aircraft (AF 1042) by two rated pilots,
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2. investligation has revealed no aircraft or weather balloons Xnown to ke in
the area at that time, and identification has not been possibla,
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Following i3 an account derived from an interview wita Hajor Joesph i, Lemen,
A0 813 531:

At aprroximately 2350 (AST) 16 Feb 1953 a C-47, AF 1042, piloted Dy {,_
Joaspa 3., Lemon, AQ 313 531, and carrying Caplaln Zugene O, Lramer, AU 310 247/,
2a instructor-oilot, was east of Fire lsland and South of Anchorage over Ule monta

of Turpagain Arm, (CECREP Pnsition BLGB 5510) flying on an approximate neading of
1ortheast, At that time an object, described as a round red 1lizght approximately

E R o

the sise of a wing naviga.ion light of an aireraft aprroximately five miles distant,

was observed at a ten o'clock position from the C=47., The C-4i7 was Tlying at 2000
faet and the lizht was estim=tad to be at 1000 fosti, Thes 1ight was telow ihe
horizon at this point, The object was estimated to bte west of fire Island »nd pro-
~seding on the same course as the C-47 at the crulsing spe=d of a =21, zslimated

" L] - ﬁ--‘

0 be 300 mnta, When it was realized that tLhe red Li-

nt, whica 1s normally on tle
left wing of an alrcraft, waa aprarently on tne ri:ht wing, Taptain CUramer contacted
by radio, the Elmendorf tower and the nearest radar statiocn in an effort to identify
the object as a jet airerart., DBoth the tower and the radar statlion reportad no

jats airborne and the rsdar station was unadle %o pick up a flying ooject in tae ares,

The object continued "n a straight course for the Willow arsa, slowly climting
Lo approxinately 2000 feet ‘=4 increasing to twice 1its original siza and intensity,

‘n reaching the above point tha object seemed to stop and nang suspended in mid-air,

naintaining 4hat suspende ) pogition for apprroximately five minutes., It was above the

norizon at that point. *

The 0-47'approachod'llmendarf and entered the traffic mattern at 1500 feet on
:ne upwind leg for runway 750, continued on arcund the trarffic pattarn onto the

- inal aporoach then broke tr«ffie and climbed out again in order to more closely

coserve the object, After &, U~L7 had taken up a heading of 330" nagnetic the
object was directly ahead of it, At this time the liznt appeared %o continue on a
northerly course and, gr=duslly diminishing in size and intensiiy, disapreared.
The C-47 eircled the area north of Elmendorf for several minutes but no further

sightings were made, After the object had disapveared a C-124 arriving at Elmendorf

from Ladd AFB was observed by the C-47 pilots at approximstely the same poini at
which the object disappeared,

 The duration of the sighting was approximately 15 minutes under CAYVYJ weather
conditions. Aurora Borealis illuminated the sky behind the object, The only

lesciiption of the object was that it was a round, red lisht, re~=ambling the

unning lights of an aircraft. However, the share was not 2lzarily ascartainahle
by the observers,
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Following 1s an account cerived from an interview with Captain Eugene 3. Uramer,
3 816 247:

. Major Joespa H, Lenon, AO 313 531, and carrying as instructor-pilot uaotain rugene S.
Cramer, AQ 316 247, was proceed...np on an aporoach heading of 010 degrees magnetic
toward Elrendor: Alr Porce Case., AL thls +im..., waen in a positlion an--ro‘:'-w 8ly
- ten (10) milass east of Fire Island over Turnagain Arm (CBCREF Position BLa2 5510) }
. and appreoacaing at a speed of 120 @mots, Captain Cramer observed a 1igznt 1* a ten
.; ' o'sloeck position to the C-47. A% this time the liznt apveared %o be 3tationary and !
| +as alternsting in color from red to blue-green, Seliaving it to be a celestial :
. sody or an alireraft at some distance, Captain CUramer 4id nov mention nis ctsermilon i
; -+~ Major Lemon until they had proceeded approximately ten miles Turftler on The’r !
scurse, At this time the lizht began to move in a soutawesterly directilon, ana |
i
|
|
:
|

|
|
1
i
i
!
|
On lb 20 a‘)D? at apor')A...JlP ué.&.y 2345 hours (ADT) y 2 C—L? AY 1042 i piloted 1’“}' §

v e —
—

f ' Captain Crumer estimated ils apeed and altitude as being apurox;mata‘y 350 xnots rer

‘; hour at 1700 “set and its orisinal pogition as bein~ in the vicinity between biz

" “ake and Willow. Inasmuch aa the light now apreared as a <conatanl red color and

' was about the size of a running light of an aircraft when seen from tais ac‘*‘i mated

- diatance, Captain Cramer then belisved 1t to te a jet alreraflt, However, as Llsy

| continued on sourse, the objact reversed its flight 1a the vicinity of GEGRIF

' Position BLCB 3030 and returned at aprroximately the same aceed and altitudas to 1%

. origipnal position. This menemuver was accomplished al l2ast once and vossidly twice,

. Jue to the face that the l1i;" muined red when traveling northesst in aprroxima '.aly

' the same directicn as the C.. rather than appearing gresan as would %ae rizat running

| light of an alrcraft, Captais ’Jr'mar contacted the Elmendorf tower aa 10 whetier any
lats were airborne in the vicinity or whether the tower had also sigzhted ........e object,

‘he tower answered in tike negative to toth questions. After requesting je . inter-

ception of the object aid being advised that no aircra®t were availlaols for the

. missien, Cantain Cramer and “sjor Lemon received permission %o fly a course toward

. Lhe object, wnich then a.ppumd to be over Wasilla, Taking up a 2eadinz of 245

. iegrees magretic and a speed ~f 150 knots, they broke out of the traffi patiern and

| flew: toward ths object. As tney continued over XKnik Arm on this course, the light

i"enin.d stationary and began to inerease in either size or brillianee until it

laeenod to be about three times its original proporticon and apreared to be the reddish

| Jrange color of molton iron., As the C-47 reached the aprroximate GEGFEF Pohaition

CLAB'1530, at about 0005 hours, 17 Peb 1953, the object began to move again, this

;111. on a heading of between 20 and 290 degreses magrhetic at an estimated altituds of

SOOfut, and at an umknown speed. It gradually assumed a bright red color and
began. to dininish in size until it disappeared about 45 seconds later,

. ‘Lftor cireling for several minutes and msking nd more observations of the
objcct tae C-47 retarned to Elneﬁorf Alr Force Base and land:d.
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from the “inme the 1ight was {irst observed untll 1% began %o inerease in aize or
rillance the lizht appeared %o have the half-oval share characteristi
.1Zaus, A3 1% grew ia size or briliiance it assumed a
13 heard no~ were any smoke or vapor trails obhserved,
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The duration of the sishting was apvroximately £ifitean (1S
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COMMBNTS COF PREPARING (FTICER:

It i3 believed that the sources of this information are vary reliable, Eoth
of ficers aprveared to re s3tables and intelligent; and both should be well qualifieqd,
from a mumber of years flying exrerisnce, to accuratzly observe and record theilr

observations. Neither had any preconcelived opinlons concerning unidentified flying
objects, and seemed to be complately obiective in relating their observations.

All posgsibilities as to the source of this lizsht have been examined with no
identification peing made. Apparent descrepencies tetwe=n Lhe statements of the two
officers may be attributed to the fact that the lizht was initially observad by Maior
lemon approximately five minutes after being first signted by Cavtain Cramer, and

that the officers were engaged in bringing their alreraft into Llmendor? for a

landing at the time,
) & b 5 e
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RUCERT M, GALLANT
2nd Lt, USAF
Combat Intelligence fficer
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