
PROJECT 10073 RECORD

(}. UATE + TIME GROUP 2. LOCATION

26 Feb 53 Greenland

3, SOURCE 10, CONCLUSIONENOHER: WEATHER PHENOMENA

Comments:
militar;y Upon the interrogatin of the GCA operators, several discrepan-

4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS cles were found. It is believed that the radar target was
caused by meteorological conditions or weather effects onone

5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION | 11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS
3 mine Prominent blip emerged from normal clutter area o? scope

- ‘4 miles SW from the station. Tracked for a distance of 3

6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION miles before it faded from the scope at a distance of 7
miles. Remained at comstant altitudeunder 6,000 feet.

ground radar

7. COURSE

SW

3. PHOTOS

Oo Yas

Neo

9, PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

O Yes

© No

FORM

FTD sep43 0-329 (TDE) Previous +iitions of this form may be used,
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AF FORM 112 - er He Js 4

APPROVED 1JUNE IMS TL Ap f | mTM /

COUNTRY \ ue at} REPORTNO.
cc. i“USTs YNCLASSIFIEY | 2255053 | RIE abet

| ne Mi heed) Unidentified Radar Stzhtings. py EeeAegis SSE A SE
he | Feom (Ageuess Ade Intelligence Divisicny7} f° \ Service\ Sar _ Greenland Be SATE ORwisivaee —~- Mashtiet® aye nos <a 9 are
| sande BES? 2993_______ 26 Feb asics | gat Lt aa ial nae
PREPAREDBY (“/iicer) 4 | SOURCE

ead, A, Mei xs M/Set I Indis ted| a (Contr number, directive, presious report, ate, us applicable) As. re a - HAS IEP re mg ibe <i
-

/ SUMMARY: (ander lone mammary of report. Gtee signi tcance in final one-entence pareyraps. Lia tnciooures at lower ieft. Begin text of report om AS Form113” oot TTS

Information in Part II was extracted from INTREP NO, 53/5/53 dated 15 March1953, coolias of which were submitted to 6612th ABG and sth. Ost, Det. Raporting
Officer is Capt. Kenneth3, Olson, 55th ARS, i .

APPROVED:

J, A, MBISINGER i
M/Sgt AP 13172038 Major, USAF

Chief, Air Intellizence Division
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AIR INTELLIGENCE IN ON REPORT
20OM*idygencyy ALS «Altthe gencs wIiTL 4 REPORT NO. |
“q Air Rescvwe Service

$, On the upper atr observations it was noted that a temperature inversion ex-
isted at an a .titudecf 3500 feet and possible also at the 7000 feet level, The fol»
lowing wopver air. temperatures indicate the intensity of the inversion:

a. Ground temperature | - -~37 degrees C (Centigrade)

be dt 1000°feet ~ “33 degrees C

co At 3500 feet... - —35 degrees ©

t,t hOOO-Peet os. ncrdienwed mera, -il degrees C.—.

-, Ab 5000 feet ~ -l,0 degrees C
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', Avove 5000 feet - CSonstant «40 deyrses G

9. ova preliminary and the final evaluation of the sightings after all interr
ations oad .een made indicate sighting tc be a phenomena type,
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10, “he Group Intellisenca Officer was advised of the sizhting 15 awinutes after
1ts8 occurrence, all GCA personnel were contacted ami ACH were comtacted. Interr: [2
sions were made that day of j/Sgt Smith, GOA Team Chief, ami 5/Set Lneas, the duty
operator, Captain Nelson, the MATS C-12); pilot ag well as his navizator, Weather perm
sonnel were consulted-in detail, In the individual interrogation of the CA personne!
it was noted that some discrepancies were made in the interpretation of the PPI sc: pe.
“irst, the time of the sighting was given by one man as about three minutes, At the
same time, he stated ite speed as slightly faster than that of the C~12. (Zstimated
26 180 Kn ts or mre), The distance the object was tracked was three miles, This
“ast 15 positive as the scope is marked for accurate distance measurements, However,
if its speed was as rapid ay imiicated, “the longest tim it could be tracked would be
a the vicinity of one minute or lass, On the other hand, if it was tracked for three
nimubes its sveed could not have been much over 60 Knots, Other discrepancies of the
A imterrogationwere the scopes altitude limitation, me man imiicated it as 5000
feet, the other 6000 feet, The distance between the C-i2l: blip and the unidentified
olip-was eooroximtely ten miles, There was a 60 degree ancle difference in their
rs tive headings, res eee ‘ ne yaw hataSerew 6 a

UL, ‘That AC&W did not pick up the widentified pretty well substantiates the
faet that it did not exist, Had the object approached the base from any directién
ssowe 500 feet it would have been detected, It certainly would have been picked up
outbound as it pasged beyond the 6000 foot limitation level of GOA.

12, “he weather analysis lends a factor which cen probably account for tne one
omena, “en an aireraft sasses through an inversion laver as are ceculiar for far
iorthern acctic areas, the sircraft strikine she super cooled moisture creates ice
rystals concensationg (or vanor trails). It showla be noted that the vew12 apprr ached

biciilar 3 Le Geis cane over the | AS@, Ly WAS Passing *hr ugh the. inversion
2% st, The crvstalization thus created world drifts in a SW (true bean. |

“+ 3 al “7 3 3 
ar

7 2 as che scrart wnicd : 8 ice crysta a 3

_—-

i onenomena could account : 2

wtea 2uner at this od s

< Cases L.rtner south, Such i

THIS DOCUMENT TONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT+ sero ote . ed nnee
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AF FORT 1!2—PART Ih

APPROVED1 JUNE 1343

r FROM| Agency) Air PO NO.

Sq Ai> Rescue Service | |
Jasoinzsoa 25s Ds Ce i aa ‘TH 255-53 | PAGE 2 OF PAGES |

1. at 05502, 26 February 1953, an unidentified radar sighting on the a |
Planned Position Indicator (PPI) Scope was resorted to this office and the Group
Intellizence Cfficer, As soon as the observing personnel could be contacted, the

interrogations were made, The inforaation obtained is related below, |
j

| 26 During ‘the above ‘td S/Szt George Suith, Team Chief, and S/Sgt BE,T.
' "locas, a Go Operator, and a/20 Clarkson, “Mechanic were the (CA duty team on this
| installation, At that time, they were monitoring a MATS C~12) that was on thedown |

| wind leg of the traffic pattern preparing to land at Thule Air Gase, The aircrart
had aborted from a return flight to Jestover due to mechanical trouble and was re

; turing to Thule.

3, 3/Set Lasas while tracking the C-12i; on hia scope at a position aporox-
mately five miles NE of the base, noted a prominent blib emerge from the normal

clutter area of the scove (the clutter area is within a 3 1/2 mile radius of the WA |
installation) outbound on 4 grid heading of 270 degrees, four miles GW (true bearing)|

from the station,

i. The unidentified sighting was tracked for a distance of toree miles befors |
it faded from the scope st a distance of seven miles, Its speed was estimated at |
approximately 140 knota or better by the GA controllers, Altituie of the unidenti-

fied could not be determined although in order to pass in view of the acopa, it w uid

hava to be above 700 feet: am! under 6000 feet, the scopa's operating limitations,

|
|

| Se In the interrogation, it was determined that if the cbiect had remained at
| @ constant’ altitude under 6000 feet, it would have been in view of the scope for ap~

proximately 1 miles, the maximum radius of the equipment, The fact that the m-

| identified passed out of tie scope at seven miles indicated that it was in a climbing

| attitude and passed out of the object scope due to the scove’s altituie limitation

| only. If the object had passed directly over the base, its track would not have been
indicated on the PPI scope dus to normal ground clutter, Its track if it approached

| from the NE was not” indicated“én the PPI scope,

|
i

|
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6, The MATS._C—12),which was cn the duwmrind lee of the traffic at the tim of
the sighting had approached the field on a grid heading of 025 degrees while letting

down, The aircraft passed over the center of the field at an altitude of 000 feet

on the above heating and upon reaching the north side of Thule Air Base turned ints

the downwind leg of the traffic pattern on a grid heading of \330 degrees, The C-12)

had been on the downwind leg for approximately six miles when the sighting was picked

up on the scope, The intensityof the blip of the C-12k ami the objectwas appraxcie

mately the same (the C-12), due to its large size gives a large and very prominent

radar ceflection). The speed of the unide jad as reported by HA persomel was |

slightly faster than that of the C-12h, “VU-12i traffic pattern speed yerpcareeeped i
150 nota), The crew of the C-12 were advised of the tracking of the unidenti?
iotec> but did not see amything, ACwi did not paint the unidentified sighting.

tid “nev pick up amy inoound or outbound umknowne on their seoces at any tim during |

7 : 1G es

Ind weataer chservations “or 55273 ami tne 255 vere i3 Lowes ss

; ‘ee ‘CAT Tea ree; sinility: 221883 ‘2Mperature: -95 iscrees farennies:
law csint: <) degrees *.; Surface Vind: From east at 10 Knots, Jover evel winds

rere 33 >LLOWs3

is 3500 fest — from NE at 15 Knots,
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nb. 7000 feet — from N at 30 Knots.
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F«rom rorac >=e

es.lio. THeetd sean: conditions coupled with the facts that AC%&¥ had no indie
| cation of the. sighting; discrepancies noted in the interrogations cf OCA personnel,
the fact thatthe Ca1ah, crew did mt notice any-indication of the phenomenay. j@aves
this office tcxvelieve that the sighting was attributed to a reflection of a metecerrTM

< seal phenomena on the PPI scope of the CCA uke oo Aventtty,a eee
eee
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