PROJECT 10073 RECORD
(1. UATE - TIME GROUP 2. LOCATION

t

! 25 Fab 53 Greenland

J, SOURCE 10. CONCLUS'OW: WEATHER PYENOMENA
' Coumenta
militar:
J Upon the interrogatin of the GCA operators, several discrepan-
4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS cles were found. It is believed that the radar target was
one caused by neteorological cond‘ tions or weather effects on
5 LENGTH OF OBSERVATION |11 BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYS!IS

Frominent blip emerged from normal clutter aresq of 3cone

G | “ mlles SW from the station. Tracked for a 3iztance - g,
6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION miles before it faded from the scope at a distance of 7

L
nilag, Remained at comatant altitudeunder 6.000 feot.

3 mins

Zground radar
7. COURSE

SHW

3. PHOTOS

= Yos
o

9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

O Yes
o Neo

FORM
FTD sep 53 U329 (TDE) Previous *1itione of (his 'orm may be used,
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%8s On the upper air observations it was noted that a temperature 1nvareion 2x-

isted atl an 4 tLitude cf 3500 feet and pessible alsc at the 7000 feet level., Tha £9le
lowing 'mrer air.tem;?raﬁums indicate the intensity of the inversions:
l 1. Ground m@eratm - -37 degrees C (Centigraas)
be . A% 1ooonet ; - b3 domea‘ C
e ab 35&!&“. .- -3 degrees ©
A, At KOO0 - LBOL i rwniin wri . mae —~4l degrees G- -
. At 5000 feet — -1,0 degrees C
. Above 5000 faet - sonstant -40 deyrees C
Yo ~0L0 preliminary ond the final evaluation of the 3izntings after all insare
;ations haa seen made indlicate signting % be a phenomena type,
12, ‘he Urowp Imtelli enca Officer was advised of the 3i:hting 15 ainutes aiter

1.8 occurrenca, all GCA persconrnel were contactad amd ACIH were coimactied, ntarr: sae
slons wers nade thal day of 3/9gh Smith, GCA Team Chief, amn 3/3ev Lncas, the 1ty

sperator, Laptaln Nelscn, the ¥ATS C-12 pilot as well as his navigzator,

fsatrer per-

sonnel wmre consulted in detail.

In the individual interrogation of the GCA personns.

T e
e

was noted that some discrepancies were made in the interpretation of the PPI sc De .
“irst, the time of the sighting was given by one man as about three minutes., At the
Jame time, he stated ite snced as slightly faster than that of the C-12l,. (ZEstimated
25 180 ¥nts or more), The distance the ocject was tracked was three miles, This
-act 15 positive as the scope is marked for accurate distance measurements, Aowever,

£ its speed was ag rapid ay indicated, ‘the longest time

1t could be tracked would be

-1 the vicinity of one minute or lass.

Cn the other hand, if it was tracked for three

-l

Jimites its sveed conld not have been much over &0 XKnots, Other discrepancies of the

LA imtaerrogation were the scoves altitude limitation,
T2et, the other 6000 feet,
>lipwas z2-proximetely ten

ne man indicated it as 5000

- The distance between the C—-312: blip and the unidentified

i

miles, There was a &0 degree anclas difference in their
Live neadings, R Lo ~ . - TP ‘_

s LRy - e S s ’

11, That ACIW did not pick up the unidentified pretty well substantiates the
T2et that i{ did not exist, Had the object approached the base from any directiasn
ioCve 300G Teet it would have been detected, It eertainly would have been picked up
Jutbound as 1t paseed beyond the 6000 foot limitation level of CA.

12, 2 weather analysis lends a factor which czn prodably account for Lhe cne=- |-
omena, “a2n an aireraft sasses through an inversion laver 13 are ~eculiarp for far
orThe™ ittt ilc areas, the =2ireraft strilkins She ner coolad moisture creates ice
~ratals “ensations (or vapor trails), It should be noted Lhat the -=12l} azprrachedq
‘on ¢ wer Cape Tork and passed ovar the base lo Lol iovm, At the :

>1C1 Al 2 e G=12l: came over the 32 > WAS8 D& Aeh o a2 The lnversion :
2} 54 2080, The crratalizati:on 3 coraszte . A g - AT |
T 3 AS Lhe FesAl Y WRloh Lo T5- B IC8 S73ta -~ 3
13 i Dhenomena casuld account Jor tne indication o1 she scoce. 1t should
: . " p . A
2 notad nia 120er al nils Jase kas 3ome rEtier mnusual characteristics not :;-31:.3:1_’:.! |
- cases . ruaer south, Such items as temperature inversi ons, lce crysials, ice fog | /
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l. At 05502, 26 February 1953, an unmidentified radar sighting on the OCA i
Planned Position Indicator (PPI) Scope was recorted to this office and the Grouwd .
Intellizence Offiger, As soon as the obhserving personnel could be contacted, tLo= |
interrocations were made. The information cbtained is related below, l
2, During the above time, S/3gt George Smith, Tean Chief, and 5/Sgt B, T, |
‘Locas, a GGA Operator, and A/20 Clarison, dechaniec were the (CA duby team on tids 1

ST e e me L B e o —— . IR S o et . s gy A o . e - eea il

-

installation, At that time, they were monitoring a MATS (]2 Lthat was on the downe |
winxd leg of the traffic pattern preparing to land at lhule Air Case, The aircrarly :
nad apgortad from a return flight to Jegstover due to mechanical troudbls and was M-
tmiﬂ.g oo Thuhg i

3, 3/3e¢t Lucas whila tracidng the C-12l; on hia scope at a poslition aporoxie i
mataly Ive miles NE of .the base, noted a prominent HLip ewerge {rom Lie norwmal
clutter area of the scove (the clubter area i3 withina % 1,2 mile mmdius of the L4 |
installation) outbound on & grid heading of 270 degrees, fowur miles ¥ (true bearing) |
Trom the station,

|
|
1o The unidentified sighting was tracked for a distance of tiree miles befors |
it faded from the scope at a distance of seven miles, ILs speed was estinmated at t
appraoximately 120 knota or better by the GCA controllers, Altitwie of the unidenti-

?i2d could not be determined although in order to pass in view of the accopa, it w nid

-

hava to be above 700 feet and under 5000 feet, the scopa's operating limitations,

Se +a the interrogation, it was determined that if the object had remained at
a constant altitude under 6000 feet, it would have been in view of the scope for ap-
pradizately Ui miles, the maximum radiuns of the equipment, The fact that the me
identified passed out of t/e scope at seven miles indicated that it was in a climbing
attitwis and passed out of the object scope due to the scopse’s alillitude limitation
only., If the object had passed directly over the base, its track would not have bheen
indicated on the PPI scope dus to normal ground clutter, Its track if it approached
Troin the XE was not™indicated 6n the PPI scope,

il -

5, The MATS C-12); which was on ths dowrnwind lec of the traffic at the time of
the-sighting had approached the field on a grid heading of 025 degrees while letting
down, The aircraft passed over ihe cemter of the field at an altitude of LOOQ feeti
on above heading and upon reaching the north side of Thule Air Zase turned inte
be downwind leg of the traffic patterm on a grid heading of 330 degrees, Tha C=12l
had been on the downwind leg for approximately six miles when the sighting was picked
up on the scope, The intansity of the blip of the C-~12ly and the cbject was approcie-
aately the mame (the C-12I due to its larpgs size zives a large and very prominent
madar ™=7lection), The 3veed of the umide iad as reported by A cersomnel was |
3lizghtly Zastar than that of the C-124, To=124 Lraffic pattern speed avoraximatzsly |
170 mota), The crew of the C=12i; were advised of %he tracking of the unidentifi i

¢t

brecs but did not see anything, ACHI did not paint the unidentilisd sighting nor |
i3 “tev olck up any ncound or outbound wmknowns on their 3copes at any Lime during |
el . ) *.ﬁ; -
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na 7000 feet -~ from N at 30 Knots.
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and Ctl cers od d & ﬂn mmsvnl i'xiicat.ions Cn radar scopes in rather stranv2 patterns,

] e 3 .
_‘_ 4’ - |

o THE ihiT&nabhsr conditions coupled with tne facts that ACH¥ had nc indie-
- cation € the fikh‘tlng ‘diserepancies noted in the interrogations -7 XCA personnel,
~ Lhe tact vhat the G-Ii crew did met notice any-imdication of the pnenomna, mvea
‘“ﬂ.s off'ice topbeliave that the sighting was att.r"b.rbea uO a rw""*nc ion of a metecr~™

~Teal 709@”1’3 on ‘the PPT scope of the (CA urd € I e L W )
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