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3 MARCH 1953 LUKE AFB, ARIZONA
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\ 15, CONCLUSIONS A large condensation pat-
! tern began with a smooth knifelike leadin:

edge, developing with a crescant shape,
very thin in depth with an irregular
trailing edgee The pattern which was obe
served from an F=8L at 25000t 0000 tra
veled a2t estimated speed of 0O mph on a
W course, The pilot statad the object was
d2finitely not a cloud and believed it a

}
| CoRRENT STATUS ~ Lk ¥arw (2T wiy'$)
z LY. B.m. Dl

aev

10 Form 329 vay 5¢,.

COMCTIUSTINAN

L S

lO 5 C\: :E'EE 1 ®

RECORD CARD

41+ o0URCE

£
'I’L'l
b
4
-,
o

Tankdiatakass ' > L

1..[3. M.GUL;LR ‘J.LHMUJ.J s ® £ 3V J.IJQ |
r
- l--- " i

lLL. :E:‘..:i:bﬁf .LP-S':

Vapor trail of two
unknewn type aircrafs.
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Ubservar crased the pate |
tern 50-£0 miles taking 30' of zun cam
ra film which was forwarcded to ATIC.

2. The most unusual f=2ature was the
contrall staved with the unsighted ob-
Ject and did net extend across the skvy.

3. The incident folder & film'gere
sent to rhoto Recon La:a'WADC, or

analysis. Th anal it as va
Erailf ey 72 por
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Conclusion: Pattern was vapor trail
formed by 2 unknown airecraft at high
altitude.
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5 Various checks for aireraft in arsea
ware made with negative results,
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UNCLASSIFIED

Luke AFR, Arizona 3 March 1953

I. DESCRIPTION

In this instance, the hbj ¢t was never observed, but a high altitude con-
densation pattern was nbtserved., When first sighted, the contreil was approxi-
mately 300-500 feet in Jiameuer. The pattern began with a smooth knife-like
leading edge, very thin in depth and with an irregular trailing edge. As the
source gave chas2, the contrall made a slight dip to the NW and began climbing
at 20 degrees. During this maneuver, source and objesct were at rigant angles
and he observad the pattern to appear as a sharp nosed, very thin object about
300-500 fe=% long with an {rrepular, whiaspy trailing edge. amediately, a
heavy condensation trall began to form and extended for approximately 1000 ft,
vack, at which point Lt separated into a double trail which agaln was approxle-
mately 100G ft. long, ending abruptly. At this time, the object was traveling

at an estinmated 400 whn trme air Speed. The mmost unusual [eaticre was ifthat the
contrall stayed with the unaighted obJect, and did not extend across the sky
an In the cage of conrantional alrcraft contralls.

kX s u;ﬁ;y;51ou N8

The contrall was lgerved by the pilots of three F-84 Lype aircraft with
only on2 glving chasus i3 pllot chased the contrall for 50-£0 miles bafore
breaking off. A fu! ament and fuel load was being carried, however, source
stated he was closin. '*n the object falrly well. Ouring the chase, this
pllot took approximu.c..y, JU feet of gun camera fllm, This film was recelved
in very good conditinn, nd has been analyzed by the photographic laboratory

at WADC. Their conclusions are:

- a, The white 5 =« photograpned is probably a vapor trall from a rapldly
moving object of unkniww relioecity. The object 1tself 1s invislble in the

[ photographs.

b, The exhaust s apor trall, apparently from a twin propulsion unit, 1is
more pronounced at tha end of the film than at the atart, as though the object
were accelerating in r=sponse to pursuit, The configurations in the trsil

appear to bte due to rwneuvers perrormed by the object.

c. An additional vapor trail, thought to be due to lirfting surrfaces, is
also 1In avidence, but 1% dissipates rapidly. This additional vapor ftrail appears
to be centered about the exhaust trail.

A, Within the period of time renrasented Ly the {1im, *he nhotocravnic

Ay Lave Teduced ke diatance Leftween Lhe noject and Liaell, [lowever,
'1light paths are not parallel by a consideravie angle, so that the objects

riatwnce and velceclity with respect to the plane cannot be detarmined with uwaee
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Since there was no-alng -ained by photo-analysis that would actually aid in
fdentifying the ot =2cw lnvolved, this report i3 bYeing sent to the Alrcralt

Laboratory of WADC for “mther analysis. Until the report 1s retwrned from
WADC, this incident will be carried by Project Blue Dook a3 unicown, -

IIT. CONCLUSION

Unknowa.
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3500 Plying Prag Uing (Iateliligence Office)

Darcar Jas Area

5 Yaren 1353 3 Marsh 1753 g 3.

(00 FLYUBRP?, Our fessagze o

woort mbmisted in compilanee with 756 200=5, Tacartment of the ir
.aree, datad =9 bﬂl 19520

Ohsarvst ion of unldensifled flyine o) 2et Ly Lmolain g lamier
hamegen of Lhia nase,

Hiniricones of this rovort 12 undetarmiaed,

LOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10

ASFROVED:
3 y ) f‘? /f(
~1.31“:““:.-:‘; :'T.?z!
.. ' /%8, ISAY
sl 1 - D0 Myiae e Ying
: 1 2114 ronen *ieay

Origdnal - /1, X3/0, Hdeacmartars U347, LTS Luliew/uu

1 ce - udef, AP Toch Intel Censter, AFIM: A¥IAs-2c, [Tigateraiiaraon 4S5, Jhis
3 og = 3G, Adr Training Command, oot A¥S, Bellevills, (1llmeds .- .

1 se = 0, Jrew Training Alr FTorce, Randolnh AFRE, San antonln, lexas




anaasn Jodariekx ), Mommason, lasi™mictor 21lo6, assizned (o are Alr Torcs
Inge, Tamorted 88 sizasinzg o) an mMmldsntifliad 003=et Trian s nd So falliow
9iZizers Yoisarved ¥aile on & Lrainiag miaslon,

cnvastization Oy Lhadx 2 flee mroduneed the following Iaryrmesiong

te  Diset was nevar actually ohsarvaed, Mmi a4 high odilinde enndenzacian
TR OTn na olaarvad, hon Jired zizhtad, contralil s oovexinasely TI0=S0)
et 10 dliwmater, he maltarn Dszan wita 3 smoota, 'mifalllre 1asdine adoe,
fareoning into a erascank chiare, very Sain In denth ang with na irrogmiar
bralling 2dge, {ref zzxeten 1, Inel 2). A LA9 sourew oars case, oL conirelil
CmAA v 2lia% didp to Lhe nortawast and "esan climving as 20 dagreaes, uriseg
2l anenvar, sourcd nd adjest were b ria% anglas and 9 a03erved Lna

- "- .

25orn S0 nupsar as o :0aro ansad, very $ain odjeet, 200ms U000 faes laag
1% o Arresgular, misny “raliling edze, (ref sceteh 2, lnei 2)., Ilmmaedliately,
wrr candensabion Srell Twean %o Jorm o cnd aztended Jor aororozinately 1000

)
foet ook, wbk wleh roint 15 cevarad 4 123te o dondis Lrall wnich again 9l
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v
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nracinasely 1000 fren Joniz, eadineg sbhra-siy., A8 %213 Sisme ooject =9

waore lling ab an astiovmised W) HAH f™e 2lr Tmeed, Ma o0t el Jiatanrs
g Lae contrall stayea «th the nasizatad 2vjeet, and 1i4 nes oriana acrass
the .27 2s in the gas= f » nvemtional airgrart contrails,

e im® of aightis s 175258 honrs on 35 darch 1953, Jor =~ neriod of
7 = 10 niantes,

Je Lanner of Ohservastiomy Asrial odservaiion at 25,000 « 0,000 Zaas
from nn "=28 Sype airer.ft, Pilot was arnising as 25,000 20t altitnda, tme
airsmesed 500 NPH when % et was first sizhted, A foaw nimtes iatapr, 70,000
feet aliitude and 560 Wwé wne attained and nilot chased adjees for sn estinated
50 = 20 miles befere Wwe«aning off chase, A full armament and fhel load was
being carried, Rowever, wurce gtated he wag closing with thae odlect fairiy well.

4, Cbservers position 28 $ime of sighting was mrozimtalj' RBJGE 4525 at
25,00 7aet ea the GRLHLY 2rid, with contrail at tem e'eslack hizh, armroximately
gver “J7E 5520 at 3%,002 te 45,000 feet aititude om a hesdins dne west,

5. Sightiag was mnde bty Captaim Roderisk D, Thomnson, 3600 Pizhiar Trng
Gp (f2r) Luke Alr Yores 3asze, Glendnle irirona, Cantain Thompson, zn instmetor
nilot, =3 leading s flizht of three R84 tyne aireraft oa a simlated conbat
atrike o jellis AFVE, L&, Jaek B, Brasiter, and 1Li, Thowaa %. Hdala III, studant
pileots, vare agrompanying soures snd 2lz0 3 3erwvad mbiect sentrail, iomewae,
hase =n id net give =nase S8 She zimtad 10 jeas,

Je ntae? Al 931 30K hmrs Slaar, viiidilisy 5 milas, tamperainre U2 Tagrcaa
lewmins ‘2, Yinds alets: 0,000 fant « "J0) dosergeq i T anftesr R 200 - 27D
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On Jaren 1953 while laadling a fligzht o thrae 7=34 aireraf$ on a simmlatad
combab 4Lirike Lo Jellla ATS convey 75, I ohserved a hign ﬂ.ls':.r.mdo :Mn-‘-aua:ion
pattarn of aan aireraft or sojised of nacnliar and *m"ui 12> ghane and 3ize,

o Wd

AV “ha Time of oDservation w9 weras ermlising at 25000 a9t altlitnda a%t 500 L
™Mo alirsm aed and on a haadiag of 3039 magnetic zonree, 1y -osition =33 ~onraxinataly
Waos #7325 on the GO zrid, and tha matitarn first a ~2ared a8 10 o'2lock hizh 23d
vas Antirated to Da anmroximataly ovar LJTR 5520 at 35 to 45000 faat,

y first viaw was 2% 2Lond @ nvian view and I 2stimated 1t to De % O faeas
ia diavater, Low ver, 3i728 aud disztances wap diffiemls 2o datarmine since thare wars
no rnowvn dlrensisng or refarancas, I calisd the adiagt o w5hansion of my fll-hs
ot NS ons was’ adle %o 1is%icr 1, The main vacuilarity, othar Shan size, 723 thal
the 0022t nmakiag ths Haltitsrn ransined 1 ':.31”:'1.3, nie tas magtiam rAal witih A anoota
mifaelis loading 2429 204 lavajlopad dask in a ¢ oarfacs erascent snava, very $(hin
in dent%th ad with an ilrragular tralliag adgses, A% this Tine thare ware nn condanan=-

Lion Lraiig of the famillqar Syne of%an mads by Jjat or convansinnal alrle
Tiyinzg a% aliivude, "t rather anmearesd 23 i an 9antire winz mrface o 21 2h swean=
Dack or cirmmlar dasign wng nradneing a thin conidensation rom tara laad] |

L nrned Soward the j288% and hegan 2 21in%inz chags at Mll nower, Tha 3)djiact
nade 21 izh% divping furs ‘oward the norshvest and bPagan climding al alous 20
degrees of olinb, AS thi)s iwe I was at abous right anzla2e and “he nattiam annearsd
28 a4 3harm wseed snd very *hin 9a%39et vith an irremmiar, whigny trailiing 242¢ 224
about 00 « 500 fees Jong., I[mmediately tharealtar a haary condenaation Srall Hasan
to form "ehind it and extewied for merhavg a thonsand “a«% or 30 Dack, af which —oind
1% sevaratad and a doud!r i1rall]l 2x%tandad for perhans anotasr novusand J2a4% snd nan
snded adranily, The contrss]l atayed with the obdjact and 1id nos 2rxSand dack acroz3
the sky as axhanst consr«:. ., generally do.

Vi i et

,,u"

e} I attained 30,000 faed and abous 560 YFH tmms airsnesd and chased him for aoomt
350 %0 22 miles, I was carrring a fall armamnent snd el load, howewer, I wmg c2losing
fairly well, 1 estimatad iis speed at about 400 ¥PH trme, I fired adous 30 faat

ot’ gun camera film nd at this time was over the river jmat north of Darker Dan, I
ared 1% 11¢ one chase caten him and that 1% w7as nradadly soms

craﬁ mt of In.roo m 501 _broke 9ff the chase and contimied %o Tallis 77,

fha nobhject was first sbserved at aboni 132§ ‘E-fogl and I chased him far adomt
saven nimMmstas Hefore dreaking off., I was n9301a Lo 29% into no«iftion THr 3 ~istnrs
of the ~isn view, at 4id 29t some a-cellant nlctnres of Sha 117 7iaw,

-

A1%09r 1 10F ANy nander 7Y the 71 izht Tes 201la o liatidy or 9 ctual Ly 134

38 o3ject 1i321f, This a%atament i3 3dmistad only 23 =a ilacilens ramors o7 aarial
"Manomanny ooarved in 7Y isaY,
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SECURITY SIFICATION (IS uny)

7ILE NO. l SUBIRET
l (Uncl) Transmission of Film &}
Ry Y (T
19 : ~ FROM . DATE ~ 7‘,":&? COMMENT NO. 1
1! " '5"9150""- : ATIC A/1C M.Ge Futen/ jos
! ttns MXs BV .A.-rga.brl th 65365/ 326}‘ /PA30
-’- |

1. Pursuant to the telepnone conversation your office had with Lt R. M. Olsson
of the Air Technical Tntelligence Center on 18 May 1953, it is requested that you
~raming the inclosed negatlve of gun camera film 1in srder Lo determine Lne possicl

- iy ——

it
¢ the unidencified aerial obiact being any Lype of Ymown aircralte. 7‘

ine the vapor trail of an unknown oojecte They recommendsd thah your oLl
-

| ~onsulted for further analysis. ‘1he obiect making -he vapor trall was invis

i! 2, ‘The film was ana.l

|

‘i;}_uring +he entire period of shservation.
:

“

wzed by the Photo Reconnaissance Laboratory, WADC
- —\.‘ .

., e are also incloslng 11l the information roceived on the sighting 30 that
vou will De camiliar with all the racts surrounding the incident,

/-d,«/é"‘""" (_? ( QZQMJ udﬁ—_

2 Incls /=
1, Gun Camera Film SARSARA P. HANAWALT
2., File dtd 3 Mar 53 | Ist. Lt., USAF, Asst. Adi.

Air Technical Intelligence Center

7 ~__is witndrawn

If inclosure
t or not @ iached %, the €
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ative zun caamra film and the positive prints from the film strips
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were oxamined by paracnnel of this Laboratory who wers unable to identifly the ob
Fforming thae traceas shown in the photographns. 1t is sugg ’
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pathsr than one may have formed the traces shown and that the distance may have
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MEQ “CR LUKE AFB SICHTING

Froject Dlue “oo« perscnnel discussed the pogsibility of the
vaper trail observed at Luke AFB being formed by a guided missile
with the Culded Missiles Section of ATIC on 24 Juna 1953. The
toric of discussion centered around the following questions:

1) Is there a pessibility of a missile deinz in the viciniiy
of TLuke AFB? 2) Will a missile make this type of contrail at
an altitude of %5,000'?

(he analys*ts of the Missiles Saction stated that tne
chances are 8lim for 4 missile heing in tne vicinity of Luke AF3,
Zvervtine a miss: - (a2ts out of hand, it i3 sho® down b7 planes
to prevent 1ts g+« g omtside the testing grounds.

It was agre«d 'hat a missile doss not make this type of

trail at the abeve= sentioned altitude. The analysts expressed their
hellef of the contr: 1l being caused 0y two aircraft at a high

altitnude,
CONCLUSION: Objasct making the conirail was not a guided missile.

MFG/ o8
24 June 1953
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AIR FORCE RELEASES NEW INFORMATION SHEET: In their la test "Fact

Shaat ® the Alr Force admits that 663 out of the 3,903 cases thay have (nvase

tinatad sinca 1947 siill remaln unexplained. In genaral, the Air forco atile

tucdo 13 that wherwas !'nera might be intelligent creatures visiting us Fronm
: outar space, thare 1s no proof of this; and furtharmora, the Urls, whatavar
| thay are, do not represent a threat to our national security.

Thears i3 one false claim in this Fact Shneet, howsver, IL is stated
that “the Air For-» has wn films, photographs, maos, charts, or graphs of une
identified flyine ~ ects, Photooraons that hava pean submiltted For svaluation
in conjunction mi'+ #7 raports have been datermined to be misintarprataticn
of natural or corvemtinmml objects, These objects have a positiva identificae-
tion.® This allenaation contradicts the fact that Films taken by tha Air
Force's own pilots have been classed as "unknowns.,” A case in point is tha
fila taken cin Maren .pd, 1953, as described
in detail in Proiect ilue Book Report No. 7y, of unxch ze hava tha axact taxt,
Alsa, saveral s :iom picturs films have been submitited by the pubklic over tha
years, and aftar «~» yeis by the Air Force, they hava been judned to be gen-
uine movies of gavvire *"unknowns,” Two of these Film strips ware includad a
faw yaars ago in t'a documentary motion picturs callad "UF0,." G529 James Mal-
lodew’s lestter in the middla of Page 5 for mors information on this subjacte.
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