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Loe CUMMENTS 1. Observer chased the pate|
tern 50-60 miles taking 30' of gum cameny
ra film whichwas forwarded to ATIC.

2. The most unusual feature was the
contrail stayed with *ne unsighted ob-
ject and did not extend across the sky.

3. The incident folder & film were
sent to rhoto Recon Lad, WADC, for
— They analyzed it as vapor )

font ° wf Ale ber wae- Conclusion? Pattern was vapor trail|
formed by 2 unknown aircraft at high
altitude. |

(Over)

115. CONCLUSIONS A large condensation pat-

tern began with a smooth knifelike Leadin

i

edge, developing with a crescentb shape,

very thin in depth with an irregular

trailing edgee The pattern which was ob}

served from an Fe@ at 25000te W000' tra
veled at estimated speed of \0O0 mph on a

W coursee The pilot stated the object ;

definitely not a cloud and believed it a

| vapor trail made by an unsven object.
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5» Various checks for aircraft in area
were made with negative results,
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UNCLASSIFIED

Luke APB, Arizona 3 Mareh 1953

I. DESCRIPTION

In this instance he cbject was never observed, but a high altitude con-

densation pattern vas obsserved. When first sighted, the contrail was approxi-
mately 300-500 feet in diameter. The pattern. began. with a smooth knife-like

leading edge, very thin in depth and with an irregular trailing edge. As the

source gave chase, the contraill made a slight dip to the NW and began climbing

at 20 degrees. During this maneuver, source and object were at right engles
and he observed the pattern to appear as a sharp nosed, very thin object about

300-500 feet Long with an trregular, whispy trailing edge. Immediately, a
heavy condensation trail began to form and extended for approximately 1000 ft.

back, at which point tt separated into a double trail which again was approxi-

mately 1000 ft. long, ending abruptly. At this time, the object was traveling

at an estimated 400 mph true air speed. The most unusual feature was that the

contrail stayed with the unsighted object, and did not extend across the sky

as in the case of conventtonal aircraft contralls.

The contrail was observed by the pilots of three ¥-S4 type aircraft with
only one giving chas« his pilot chased the contrail for 50-60 miles before

breaking off. A fu! vament and fuel load was being carried, however, source

stated he was closin- ‘nh the object fairly well. Ouring the chase, this

pilot took approximsa.se.y JU feet of gun camera fllm, This film was recelved

in very good condition, snd has been analyzed by the photographic laboratory

at WADC. Their conclusions are:

~ a. The white s ««#*« photographed is probably a vapor trail froma rapidly

moving object of unkn«ow» relocity. The object itself is invisible in the

: photographs.

b. The exhaust vapor trall, apparently from a twin propulsion unit, is

mors pronounced at the end of the film than at the start, as though the object

were accelerating in r#sponse to pursuit. The configurations in the trail

appear to be due to rwnetvers performed by the object.

c. An additional vapor trail, thought to be due to lifting surfaces, is

also in a@vidence, but 1+ dissipates rapidly. This additional vapor trail appears

to be centered about the exhaust trail.

a, Within the period of time represented by the flim, ‘he vhotocravhic

an2 may have reduced the diatance between the ooject and Liseli’, Towever,

the Tlight paths are not parallel by a considerable angle, so that the objects

Aistance and velocity with respect to the plane cannot be determined with use-
ful precision,



a

Since there wags novaing sained by photo-analysis that would actually aid in

identifying the object involved, this report is being sent to the Aircrart

Laboratory of WADC for forther ‘analysia. Until the report i9 returned from
WADC, this incident witl be carried by Project Blue Book aa unknown,

_ TIT. CONCLUSION

Unknown.
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“TORRE?

Darter Dam Area | 3600 Plying Urng Jing (Iatelligence Of?ice)

5 Marsh 1953 3 Mareh 1953 ech d=}.

2/Lts Louis curry Gaptain Roderick D, Thorson

Fin 20-5, PLYOBHPT, Our Yesasge Form

Rovers cibmistted in commiianee with Ay& 20085, Usonrtment of the \ir

Tora, dated 29 April 1952.

Obeaaryetion of unidentified flying o>ject by Cmiain silerick %

‘homgen of this ase.

Mgnivieenes of this revert 12 undetermined,

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

DOD DIR 5200.10

APPROVED:

~ ) re) /> 1a

LOVIs Crazy

sl . « %afanens “Irine io-ne Fine

i. rotah 1 and 2 “ilicenea PPicar

Orighnai - i, 2603/0, Headmarters U5A7%, 2953 .vl ey, x

lL ee ~ raed, aie Pooch intel Contor, AMT: AflAawec, lrighteratterson Av3B, Uhio

2 ee = 0G, Ady Praining Command, Scott A¥S, Bellevills, filimois .-..-..-.

L ce = “, Grew Training air Porce, Raniiclph AFB, Sen antonio, texas



‘aujeia Roderick 9, “onmson, inatmctor -ilot, issigned to Laure ijir Pores

Xoee, revortead the sighting of an unidentified object wriek ba «nd tom faliow

ofliecers ovserved walle on « -eraining mission,

Lovestization by this office mroduced the Polloring informetion:

le ject was never cctually observed, mt a high olbitude condensation

‘aSGorn 4 oSserved, sem Cirs$ sighted, controll ms a-mroximately 320-500

oe in ilometer, fhe osttern dbezan vitA a emote, ‘mizelire issdines odes,
laveienling into a crescent’ share, verytoin in denth and vith on irroaniar

teallins edee. (ref eketen 1, Inel 2). As tae source enve chase, tie contreil

ada 9 giim’s din te tae nortaweast ond Sedan climbing a6 20 jearees, uring

this Ianenver, source ond obiee$ were «95 richt angles and 18 o0served tna
tSern to o=rsar 2s a wp nosed, very toin odjeet, 24on5 JUG|esX%) Paes isag

vies om irregular, miwny trailing edze, (ref seeteh 2, Inci 2). ILmeliaceiyz,

heevy condensation treil ‘eean to form =a fe nd extended for a-crozimately 1009

? rt otk, 26 waich soins 13 eevares 4 inte 2 fonvisa Srali mich wain sa
. nrovimately 1000 feet lonz, ending abra-tiy. At thie tine ovject m9

travelling a’ an astizsnied “OO WPA tree air meed, “he cost -umenal fiaturs

wg [ae contrall stayeo “Ath the nnsichted soject, and 714 nos ettand across

the st7 28 in the case ©f « uventionali airerctt contrails,

>, ‘ine of sighti» ~s 1325M hours on 3 Yareh 1953, Tor ». period of

7 ~ 10 misntes,

% canner of Olservation: Aerial observation at 25,000 — ©,HO Zaat
from an pes type airersft. Pilot ws crnising a% 25,900 feet altitude, tme
airsceed 500 NPH when ot ject was first sizhted, A few nimates intar, 70,500

feet altitude end 560 vit ene attained and nilot chased abject for on estimated
50 - oO siles befere weaving off chase, A full armament and Mel jload was

being carried, however, swurce stated he ms closing vith the object fairiy wil.

4, Observers position et time of sighting was sroroxzimately BJGS 4525 at
25,0CO 7aet en the Ga)keF erid, with contrail at ten o'clock hich, amroxinmately

over “JTS 5520 at 35,009 te 45,000 fect altitude on a headin: ime west.

5. Sighting was nade vy Captain Roderick D. Thomson, 1600 Fichter frng
Gp (7tr) Lue Air Fores Base, Glendale Arizona, Cantain fhommson, 2n instrmctor

pilot, es leading = flizht of three #5 tyne aircraft on 2 simmlnted combat

strixe to lieliiea AVR. Lt. Jack RB Brasher, sand Lt. Thoeas ¥%. Wie III, student

pilets, 2re serempanying source and ais0 3.°s¢ervad mDbject. centrail, jioversr,

thease oon lid ne® give chase to the sieited 16 jecs,

x anther af 9:304 homes clasr, visibility 44 miles, *emversinre US leerese,

lem~o ins °°, Windea alieft: 70,900 fast - “S) deepses 2b (3 wnetss (5,500 - 2739

isere~3 0% 79 ota.

,2Telingics) cenomenqna ree rte

a Merman oe Tm Prov lmAaLauy "ee8 oF an “°3 1m Pine

< | “-"% LOR.

ar

DOWNGR ADED AT \ AN. .
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March 1953 while leading a flight of three F=34 aircrafts on 2 simlated

rike to Nellis ATS convoy /3, I observed a high altisnda condsngatioa

pattern of an aircraft or soject of recliar and unfamiliar shane ani size.

4S thea time of observation wa were cmilsing at 25000 feet altitude ab 500 “Pd

trae airaceed and on a hasding of 3059 magmnetic courses, My oosition sa soormxinately

Was 4525 on the GRORZT grid, and the vattarn first aoceered at 10 o'siocke hich 1nd

wag astinrated to ba ar-roximately over SITR 5520 ab 35 to 45000 faat,

y first view was at cvon’ # vian view and I estimated 1¢ to be 2>o1% O faes

in diavater, how -ver, ai7e8 and distance vas 1difZienlt$ to daternine since there vers

no xnown dimeanaions or references, I calied the odject t5 4Santion of my fiirht

Dué no ons waa adle to iiantify it, Tha main vacillarity, other than sins, s that

the object making the nattsrn ranained invigible, duit tha vattearn ran with a smooth

ynifeliks laading edge end davaloped Sack into a | oarfact erascent shaca, very thia
:

in deoth sad with an irregular trailing aigs. At this tine thare vere no

tion Gralis of the familler tyne often made by jot or conventional airc

Tiying as altitude, MS rather anveared as if an entire vine merrface of hich sween

: 
;

cieem lar design “94 orodneing 2 thin comiensation Prom jae lead

I Surned toward the iee8 and hegan 2 climbing chase ab Pill mower, The 5o.fect

made a slieht dipping turs ‘coward the northvest and bean climbing 23 aden’ 29

degrees of siimb, At this -iwe I was at adous right angles and She nattearn annsared

as a share wsed sand very thin odfect vith an irreeviar, whiacv trailing ed2e and

abent “00 - 500 feet long. [mediately thereafter a heavy condensation Grail Sean

to form cehind it and extested for nerhavs 1 thonsand 239% or so beck, at which moins

4% separated and a doud!* trail extended for perhans another inousand feet and Shen

ended abruntly. The contrssi atayed with the object and iid nos ertand Dack across

the sky as exhaust contr«:'. generally do.

we ae So peste

we J I attained 30,000 fae8 and abouts 560 YPH trns airsnesd and chased him for 2o0nt
50 te 50 miles. I was carrring a full arnanent and frei load, however, I was closing

fairly well. I estimated his speed at about 400 MPH true. I fired about 30 feat

of gun camera film and at this time was over the river just north of Parker Dam, f

24 ed it chase cateh him and that it was nrodadly 30m

craft ont of Murec AFB, so T | the chase and contimed to jellisi?3,"

Tha object was first observed at about 1325 Yours and I chased him for sbont

seven minutes before breaking off. 1 vas niadla to zet into cesition for 3 cicimrs

of the scien view, tat did zst some s-cellant nictures of She 1149 Tle,

jaisner I aor any nander oF the 7lizht 7-3 abla to iuantiry ofr 59 ictually 334

the object itself, This statament ia ms: dmisted only 13 2a incliens renors 97 aerial

“hanomenc. oDserved in Flichs,
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TO CHIEF AIR TECHNICAL INTELLIGENCE CENTER WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OHIO

/ guises:2.40. FLvosaPT : ATTN; ATLaA-2c) “iyMsG Ga

208C REQUEST SHIPPING \NSTRUCTIONS OF FILM TO YOUR HEADQUARTERS FOR

t£CKNICAL ANALYSIS,
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peme * y JOINT .MESSAGEFORME |
{ sceninibabieenenanait

—memmmmmumenun SACS ABOVE FOR COMMSVICATIONS CENTER ONLY
| FROM: (Originator) DATE-TIME GRaouP | SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

1013002 MAR 53

fea Lf
PRECEDENCE |

FOR: ROUT

; Ee > @ Rigk Alin ee etree %
TO; OG LUXE ATR PORCE Bask ARIZONA 7 @00K MESSAGE [_] onisinan messace |

‘ ale a icilieisabaiaainisnensaiteer bin tbiteinilaaireanineaniciinet
CRYPTOP@ECAUTION

[] muntieve adores | ves [Ei no

Pe " QepersTomamace: . #-°

IQENTIFICATION CLAS SIF CAO pret seit fi
oe *. ite k

|
|

J / |

FROM; APODRATIABe }-0-4

Reference your message J/°7110, concerning unidentified aerial object signting by fs

type aircraft recording »»jest on gun camera film, ATIC requests your base determine

f
e
 
L
i

if any noticeableobject turns up on this film and i? so, that the film be forvarded

at the earliest possibie date to the Air Technical Intelligence Center, Wrizht

Patterson AFB, Ohio, Arve: AtIAz-5,

In reply cite Project Blue Book.

_— eeee ee - ee- -e

PAPTIR'S NAN oe gears, gee Seer

wt S21, Loose

Pw - 

, ~ Z < ; 
. 

AATIAZe5 | 953645 AD

ID 3AM su REPLACES WHE "ORM TL1 MAY 42, Vi—SS923-9 TF. 1. Fav CRN OENT saNTiNG aerICE
| rocrsa 1 f WHICH MAY BE USED.
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JNTIFICATION j ‘ ‘ A, ion

INFO: 5

. DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEan toroyareNCLASSIFIE
FROME APOLRATIAR feted DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 Y5ANS

DOD DIR 5200.19

OBS2iC, ATIC hea reewived 30 fh. of gun cowera film in roforense to sighting

unidentifiedobject ay *“h xireraft. In looking over film several questions arise

determination of elijees's identity can be attempted. Please include all she

questions and otim informatien en an A? form 112 as required in AFL 200-5,

ferward at the earlient :ousible dates 1) Although the object om the film does

appear te be e vaper trai}, is the pilot of the Fah eaxpletely convinced that it

p mot a vapor treil? GD Ge Une whet, une the chicst 20 Gust on 48 appease on Aho

3) Bow elese did the ;ilot estimate he g0t to the object? 4) Check local air

te determine if possible vepor trails could be cause of She sizhting.

2) ATID ‘eae shat a long shin cloud aay heve tensed ‘ho aiznting, joen there any
| irwus cloud ‘ormetiona in “he aren? «(That altitude ws ene eloud dee “slow she

me

; rIAITZ?e? ACG - 7iyerars? , UNCLASSir Zh
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SOOTHE FLYING TRAINING WING (FIGHTER)

VORB AIR FORCS BASS

rlendale, Arizona

SUBJZCT; Project Blue 300%

TO: Air Technical Intelligence Canter

Yerighnt-Pattarson Air Force Bass, Chio

Attention: ATIAZ5

Reference your message of 10 March 1953, Pro Blue Book, enclosed

is gun camera film referred to in our message G G
B
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A KM 112—PAKbe Ya; - ine oe as

cidwestusoe ONCLASSIEIED ~Sscctismamomearg
} COUNTRY | REPORT NO, (LEAVE BLANK)
; 

!

aei: Ses ee ee ce reeled eases sie anneal intl

| AJR IN] ELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
SUBJECT pettyso ETRE SRT Ee lg ee Ae ae ee oa

PLYOB RET
AREAREPORTEOCN =L0L0LDLOCOC~C~C—“—sS*S*~SOCCOCOCTMCOCCCCCCTTTT.CCCOC~C~CSCSCTTCSCTCTT......_| FROM (Agency) ‘am panne

Parser Danarea rl ____| 3000 Flying Irng_ Group (Intel Section)
OATS OF REPORT ~) ATE OF INFORMATION | EVALUATION

|___20 March 1963 ar 53.419 Mar 53ss] ae
| °REPARED BY (Officer) | SOURCE

_____MajorTillien D. Barnes ....__—-_s—_si Captain Roderick D. Thompson ss. waa
“ SFERENCES (Controd number, directive, prerious report, ac.. a9 amuicabde)

EI EEES EERE ra nna I
ty !MMARY: (Enter concise tu mmary of reoort, Give significance in final one-aentence paragraph, List inclowuresat lower left, Pegin tert of report om AF Form i! 4—Pe rt 11.)

! In repiy 42 your TWX, dated 17 March 13953, reference Pro

lowing information is submit okrt tabled the Fiyobdrot
;

~

1. Pilot stated in original statement that it was a vapor nattern. He is vosi-

tive it was not a vanor condensation formed behind a conventional or Jet envine,

The vooer rattern coverad the entire surface of the sbiact The three vilots~* me ‘ =) ‘ P J«@

: or the 2ca never saw the actual object,

2 Piln is aegative. f flim were reversed to positive print, it would show as

i i cebu

'

i

i
|

~

ally was, i.@,, 4 white vanor or condensation pattern,
Le ON OI DTI DOLL LE LLL LLL TOOT

ta

3. Without one known dimension size and distance is oxtremeiy difficilt to esti-

mate, ough estimate woull 5e five to tea milas.

4. Local flying traini« aa being conducted during tine sighting was msde, Fow-
ever, sighting was made ~« taide of local flying area and above local flying alti-

tude. The pilot who mace the observation states that it could not have been any

of the jet models in geserai use dut that it might have been an experimentai model

from Muroc Lake,

5e Sky was absolutely ciear at time of sighting at ail altitudes in the visible

area. aoproximately 1%) iles southeast of area broken “og bank layer had tovs

_gweat 6,000 to 7,000 feet, ‘here were no higher clouds In tne area. Pilot states
CSTE posit ivaly-war-met a cleud. The pattern he photogranhed was forming at the
ar bine of observation, It liad direction and motion at the rate of approximately

MPH true air speed,

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR‘2 yeaaCr 
. DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS,

Wsicemmitive a

f :
APPROVED ‘

. v Serr ? ~ ~,O°.\Ms
jinive iM ~* - a2.l59

Major ISa?

——ig— inci. 36COth Flying Training Group
: intellizence Officer :

esuTNION a7 OFIG: warooe . oe ae a ee ed

Original « i ce te te Chie’, Air Tech Intel Center, Attn: allade2¢, Trizht-

Pasterson AFB, Ohio
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io Vee SPACE ABOVE FOR COMMUNICATIONS CENTER ONLY
j FROM! (Originator)

}

’

«
y

! pasta Ay. Ni IRMATION
PRECEDENCE | . =

} » att 2 _ — :
TO: —

{ ] 800K MESSAGE | { ] oaGimat messace

f CRYPTOPHECAUTION
[_] MULTIPLE aposEss | oT vee ro

! j ves {| jo }

2 ger a emetete ' +S 7 5 MES AGE ‘ea oot vee |
|

| |
;

IDENTIFICATION LASHFICATION
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appears to be centrally located withrespect to the ex i]

amount being visible both sscove and delow the exhaust tril.
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SECURITY \ SIFICATION (fans)

FILE NO. | SUBJECT
(uncl) Transmission of Film he

} 79 ; vi FROM - DATE wb Pry ra COMMENT NO.1
Attn: Mr. 3.V.Argabright 65,365/B263A4 /PA30

An® s

1. Pursuant to the telephone conversation your office had w
ith Lt R. Me Olsson

Air Technical Intelligence Center on 18 May 1953, it
 is requested that you

examine the tnclosed negative of gun camera film in order to d
etermine the possibilit;:

of the unidentified aerial object being any type of
 know aircrart.

2. the film was analyzed by the Photo Reconnaissance Labor
atory, WADC, 2 show=

trail of an unknown odjecte They recommended that your office b
further analysis. The opject making the vapor traii was invisibd

ohbservatione

|
S ;

ing the vapor 
e
le )

during the entire period of

ing all the information received on the sighting 
so that }

. We are also inclos
the facts surrounding the incident.

i

consulted for

F will be familiar with all

f ) an //} ’

2 Incls ete DaathKfArAdvatt
1, Gun Camera Film / BARBARA P. HANAWALT

Ist. Lt. USAF, Asst. Adi.
2. File dtd 3 Mar 53 Air Technical intelligence Cent

er
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tion of this corres ondence will
in

If inclosur2
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ie UNCLASSI C

(0) Transmission of Film

TO ATIC FROM DATE COMMENT NO. 2

ir. Argabright/oa

26242/850/2106

fhe negative gun camera film and the positive prints from the film strips

were examined by parsonnel of this Laboratory who wers unable to identify the object

forming the traces shown in the photographs. It is suggested that two aircrart

rather than one may have formed the traces showm and thet the distance may have

been sufficiently great to prevent visual detection or razsistar on the film strip.

2 facl ; "

n/o
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MEMO *OR LUKE AFB SICHTING

Project Blue Geox personnel discussed the possibility of the

vapor trail observed at Luke AFB being formed by a guided missile

with the Guided Missiles Section of ATIC on 2 June 1953. The

topic ef discussion centered around the following questions:

1) Is there a possibility of a missile being in the vicinity

of Luke AFB? 2) Will a missile make this type of contrail at

an altitude of %5,000'?

fhe analysts of the Missiles Section stated that the

chances are slim for 4 missile being in the vicinity of Luke AFB,

Sverytime a miss) + iets out of hand, it is shot down by planes

to prevent its g+«+og outside the testing grounds,

It was agreed that a missile does not make this type of

trail at the abeve sentioned altitude. The analysts expressed their

belief of the consr:il being caused by two aircraft at a high

altitudes

CONCLUSION: Object making the contrail was not a guided missile.

MFG/ jos
24 June 1953
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AIR FORCE RELEASES NEW INFORMATION SHEETs [Im theft latest "Fact

Sheet,” the Airc Force admits that 663 out of the 3,905 cases thay hava invase

tigated sinca 194? still remain unexplained. In general, the Air Force atti«-

tuda is that whereas tnera might be intelligent creatures visiting us From

outer space, there is mo proof of this; and furthermors, the UrOs, whatever

they are, do not represent a threat to our national security.

Theres {4 ome false claim in this Fact Sneet, however, It is stated

that “the Air Fore has on films, photographs, macs, charts, orf graans of une

identified flyine © eats. Photsoraons that have bean submitted for evaluation

in conjunction mi'+ #1 raports have been determined to be misinterorataticn

of natural of Comvewtional objects. These objects have a positiva idantifica-

tion." This alisnation contradicts the fact that films taken by the Air

Force's own pilots have been classed as “unknowns.” A case in point is tha

Fila taken com Maren id, 19535, near juke Air Force fase, Arizona, as described

in detail in Project ilue Book Rerort No. 7, of which we have the exact text.
Also, several wstiom picture films have been submitted by the sublic over tha

years, and after «~s ysis by the Air Force, they have been judged to be gean-

uine movies of carwine *unknowns.” Two of these Film strips ware included a

faw years ago in the Gocumentary motion sicturs called "UFO." See Jares Mel-

lodew’s letter in tne middla of Page 5 for mors information on this sudjaect.
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