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PHOTOS

D Yes

T Ne
9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

O Yes

Kl Ne
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UNCLASSIFIED

-

Sondrestromfjord Air Base, Oreenland 8 April 1953

I. DESCRIPTION

At 2300Z two observers flying a MATS aircraft reported sighting en uniden-
tified white light 110 miles SW of Sondrestrom Air Base, Greenland. The esti-
mated speed of this light was 1000 mph, altitude estimated to be 15,000 £t. and
direction of travel 0°. The obJect maintained a steady course, but seemed to
be in a shallov descending tuwrn. The observing aircraft was at 9000 ft. with
an airspeed of 165 knots and a true heading of 30°, The white light was observed
on the starboard side at 50°, feding out at approximately 20° to the right. Total
tine of the observation was approximately three seconds at a distance of 50 to 100
niles. ,

II. DISCUSSION

Flight plans were checked with Sondrestrom AFB, NarsarssuakX AFB and the
I¢eland Defense Force with negative ‘results. It was the opinion of the Director
of Intelligence, NEAC, that this sighting was caused by a celestial phenorenon.
The description of this light fits that of a meteor, except that a meteor very
seldom appears white. However, Project Blue Book concurred with the NEAC evalua-
tion when its contract astronomer also was of the opinion that the phenomenon

wvags astronomical in nature.
III., CONCLUSION

Probably astronomical (Meteor).

DOWNCRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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#1i CG NEC PEPPERRELL AFB NF

TO CG ATIC WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OHIO

HEOCOC=I-22724 ATTN: ATIAA-2C RECEIVED FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM CO
SOMDRESTROM AB GREENLAND 292347 APR 53 " ONE UNIDENTIFIED WHITE
LIGHT OBSERVED 6692N/5337W 110 MILES SV OF SONDRESTROM AR
GREENLAND ESTIMATED SPEED 1702 MPADIRCTION OF TRAVEL_Q DEGREES
ALT ITUDE 15222 FT SIGHTED BY CAPT FREDERIC SWENSEN AND LT
EDVARD N DICKS AT 23337 § APR 53 INFOR RECEIVED THIS H§S 71327 9
APR 53 LOW CLOUDS APPROX 5727 FT TTRUE HEADING OF ACFT 37
DEGREE, APPROX TRUE BEARING TO OBJECT 57 DEGREES TO RIGHT, 03JECT
FADED OUT AT APPROX 20 DEGREES TO RIGHT,ALTTUDE OF OBJECT 13 TO

15 THOUSAND FT,OBJECT STEADY ON COURSE SEEWMED TO BE IN SHALLOW
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DESCENDING TURN APPROX DISTANCE TO OBJECT 57 TO 179 MILES OBJECT
VIEWED FOR APPROX 3 SEQONDS FROM MATS ACFT 455 <3 ALTITUDE AT

SO FT AIR SPEED 165" PRELIMINARY EVALUATION THIS HEADQUARTERS
CELESTIAL PHENOYNINOM
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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

Howano L. Bevis, President
COLUMBUS 10

EMERSON McMILLIN OBSERVATORY

19 lay 53

1st Lt. Robert Olsson
“right-Patterson AFB.

Dear Lt. Olsson;

This is a belated report on the last batch which I received at
the end of April.

Just as soon as our plans for employing Miss -officiallv
po through, I shall be able to send you a sheet with comments on oi” each individual
case, so that you will have my comments on each folder. The letter method %=
has obvious drawbacks., But until that time comes and she can handle my typing
anid conpletion of forms, I had better stick to this letter method.

In this latest batch we have only L really interesting cases. I
might mention a Sth, 28 lMarch 53, Scott AFB, which is the 1lst report I've
seen of an honest to poodness mirage. ©6 Cases have only one observer and I'M
following my usual rule of discounting those,

. 8 April was a met
- The Great Fall@ case was Venus if reported timp‘p vas in
e sn——

28 March Albrook AFB was pr/obably Venus,

31 "arch Fonshu, and 30 March Lyle, Vash., are puzzling but could
possibly have been balloons. -

- The-8-April Greenland case was an obvious nmeteor,
- This brings- us to the interesting cases

25 arch San Antonia could hardly have been a mirage and I'm surprised
there was no radar pickup., Was there any aircraft like helicopters that mipgt
explain this. Anything more come in on this one? Don't think this is pood enouphn
for a pinch—bottle but it should be listed as Nocturnal meandering kight.

29 Yarch Spooner, "iscg Duration times needs chfjcking here, Hzad to
- to believe that object could have done all that in 15 seconds, An interestin? case
and one of the regular qumstiom,’?t{es should be sent to lr, G:Llette.

Next is the 12 April_Stead AFB, I think this is the most interesting
case of the batich, and I hope you receive more dope on it. Questionaires chould be
sent.l1'd like to see lMenzel explain this one! Is thers any possibility thatthese could
have been aircr,.ant? Appa /entlxﬁducks have been eliminated.

Equasseur AFB although NML, the data are ncon-

AS ’fo’*-thﬁ w ">
tradic t%y Cd":.nsui'fici Perhaps this was a helicopter? We ought to == have
much more information on this one. Has this been received?
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