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Officers of the Day Report
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The following is for your information and/or necessary action taken from the
report of the Field Officer of the Day and Asst Officer of the Day #1 for the
period beginning 0830, 11 May 53 to 0630, 12 lay 53:

lephone call was received at 0410 HST, 12 Way, from SNime ,
autitieum, Dayton, (Tel Wo. eee ss reporting a flying object moving

' NW over Route 49 near the hiiami Valley Golf Course. The object was observed for
about 5 mine just before call was made. it was first mistaken for a star, out upon

continued ovservation it appeared to be a 1/2=moon=shaped, white light with a red
tail light. itstimated altitude was 3000 ft. The object moved back and forth like

@ pendulum anu was traveling slowly. The object was about 50 degrees altitude

from observer's residence.

Capt Vood, ATIC Duty Officer, was given the above information at 0416 EST. ,

cc to EL : | Asst Air Adjutant General
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28 May 1953 }
ATIC COMMENT: On the same night as the attached sighting, at

approximately 8:30 P.M., two ATIC technicians well versed in

astronomy also observed this object. There was no doubt in

their minds but what the evbaject object was an extremely bright

meteor which burned for about 5 to.6 seconds on a downward path.
According to these sources, the object had a green-white hues

ATIC feels that here is a goodesample of how known phenomenon

can cause widespread speculation due to an overly anxious observer.

The fact that a meteor sighting was carried in a Dayton paper and

advertised as a possible saucer plus the fact that the Control

Tower at Wright-Patterson was quoted as saying that they had no ~

report which might explain it,all makes for adverse publicity,.

and is reminiscent.of 1952 situations where a known object has

touched off a saucer craze.
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OPERATIONS REPORT - 25-29 May 1953 |

The following numbered items of interest were noted in Project Blue

Book operations for the above dates:

1. Progress report was received from Project Stork, contractor Zor Blue
Book, on 24 May 1953. Sighting reports up to and including 31 December 1952

have all been processed and evaluated. All data for Sightings up to and in-

cluding 31 December 1952 have been transferred to IBM cards. Analysis of

data contained on IBM cards was begun on 12 May 1953. Dy 10 June, after

completion of the first phase of enalysis of data, a prelininary report will

be submitted to Project Blue Book.

One two-day evaluation conference was held during 23 and 24 April

1953. ‘Three ATIC representatives and four representatives from Stork took

part. valuation of 409 questionnaires was completed.

2. Recently an unidentified flying object was sichted over Dayton, Ohto

and reported to the W-P ArB Control Tower. Project Blue Book feels that this

case 1s a good example of misrepresentationof known phenomena. The odserver’

was a woman who sighted an extremely bright object for a very short time arching

downward and reported seeing the same to W-P AF53 as an unidentified flying

object.

whe observer made the sighting at 5:48 p.m. On the same night, two

ATIC scientists sighted the same object and described it as an extremely bright

meteor lasting five to six seconds and having a green-white view.. There vas

no question in the minds of these qualified observers that this object was a

meteor.
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. The sighting was publicized in a Dayton newspaper. ‘This is a good

example of how mown phenomena can cause wide-spread speculation, Cue to

an inexperienced observer. Two factors are interesting to note: (1) ‘That

the ineident was carried in 2 newspaper, and (2) that the newspaper ene

stressed that W-P AYB Tower could not identify it. This is the type of

publicity given to lmown cbjects which touches off the "saucer" hysteria,

Lt R. M, Olsson
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