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JULY 20+ 1953 BRUSH CREEK» CALIFORNIA "(BARKERP 37) 2 wITNESSESO>
re ORS ee te on SERRATE INO TITANIUM DIGGINGS: CLAIMTO 0:

HAVE OBSERVED -A SMALL MAN ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS ve
liatiie _SEEN _FROM_150 FEET AWAYs THE LITTLE MAN WORE GREEN TROUSERS. A. JACKET ANO AO?
TIEe HIS SHOES WERE PARTICULARLY STRANGE IN THAT THEY SEEMED TO BE SO C+

REMARKABLY FLEXIBLEse ALTHOUGH THEY WERE DISTINCTLYRECOGNIZABLE AS SHOESe _6&

THEY SEEMED ALMOST TO BE A PART OF THE MAN=S FEETe THE OUTFIT WAS TOPPED OFF 0¢

WITH A GREEN _CAP OVER BLACK HAIRe __+07

HE LOOKED LIKE A NORMAL PERSON EXCEPT FOR THE SMALL STATURE AND SOMEWHAT O&
ODD_DRESS«_ THE WALK _WASSTIFF. AS IF HISMUSCLESWERE CRAMPEDe HE wAS BROAD=0;ee ee ee

SHOULDEREDs APPEAREO TO BE STRONGe AND WAS RATHER GOOD-LOOKING = FOR A 1c
SAUCERMANeHE WAS VERY PALEe AS BLACK PUT ITs +*#HE LOOKED LIKE SOMEONE WHO 1:
HAD NEVER BEEN OUT IN THE SUN MUCHe# lz

Co re GREATLYINTERESTED IN THE ACTIVITYOF THE LITTLE MANe WHO WAS 12
OIPPING A BUCKET OF WATER FROM THE CREEKe THE BUCKET HAD A FLAT ROUND} }§=14~
SOTTOMAND A BAIL» BUT GEBBBMB HAD NEVER SEEN A BUCKET QUITE LIKE ITe THE SIDESIE

“LAREDO OUT LIKE THE SEGMENTS OF A CONEe IT LOOKED LIKE ALUMINUMe OR SOME le
OTHER SHINY METALe (NOTE* SEE PHOTO= WAUKEGAN NEWS SUN 12719750)

AS HE CREPT CLOSER TO GET A BETTER LOOKsy HE STEPPED ON A ORY STICKe THE 1é

LITTLE MAN _ HEARD THE NOISEse LOOKED UP AND DOWN THE CREEKs SUT APPARENTLY 1s
OION=T SEE BLACK, OBSCURED BY TREES AND BUSHESe HE HURRIED TO A SAUCER 2c

STANDING NEARBY» GOT INTO THETHINGANO WAS OFFess 2:

THE BEST WAY COULD DESCRIBE THE SAUCER WAS THAT IT LOOKEO LIKE Two 22
LARGE SOUP PLATES FASTENEDTOGETHER» FORMING A CONVEX SHAPEe IT WAS A SHINY 22

METALLIC COLOR» AND NO RIVETS WERE VISIBLE. HE ESTIMATED THE SIZE AS ABOUT 24

EIGHT_FEET_IN DIAMETERe{ITWAS APPROXIMATELY FOUR AND A HALF FEET THICK AT. 25

THE CENTERe IT WAS RESTING ON A CYLINDER» A PIPE-LIKE. UNDERSTRUCTURE FROM

THERE wAS A WINDOW IN THE SIDE OF THE SAUCER» BUT IT AFFORDED NO VIEW OF TH

INTERIOR» GED SUPPOSED [T WAS A WINOOWe [T LOOKED LIKE ONEes THERE WAS NO

m
M

2

WHICH HAND=<HOLDS JUTTEOD AT INTERVALS» LIKE THETHE;SPIKES ON A TELEPHONE POLEe
2

ra

SMELL OF GAS OR ANY OTHER SUBSTANCEe 3

__THE_ LITTLEMAN CLIMBEDUP THE PIPE-LIKE UNDERSTRUCTUREs HIS FEETs IN THEIRS:_

2D0LY FLEXIBLE SHOES» CURLEO AROUND EACH SPIKEe HE CLIMBED UNTIL ALL OF HIS 32
20DY ABOVE THE KNEES HAD VANISHED THROUGH AN OPENING IN THE BASE OF THE 33

SAUCER» THEN SEEMED TO SIT DOWN ANDO LIFT UP HIS LEGSe THE CRAFT ROCKED AS HE -

SO0T_IN) THEBASEwAS DRAWNUP_INTO THE BODY, AND THE SAUCER HOVERED IN THE AIR3S_ :
“OR A FEw SECONDS» THEN TOOK OFF AT A 45 DEGREE ANGLE WITH A HISSING SOUND. 36

NO_ VISIBLE MEANSOF PROPUL:SIONCOULO BE OBSERVEDe ON ONE OCCASIONe EITHER 2
JUNE 20 OR MAY 20° ais EFFICIENT CONTROL OF THE MACHINE WAS EVIDENT AS IT WAS 35°
LAS THROUGH SOME TREES» WITHOUT ROOM TO CLEAR THE TOPSe IT SLIPPED SIDEWAY3~

ETWEEN THEM UNTIL IT GATNEO ALTITUDEe ON ONE OCCASION IT WAS SEEN TO WOBBLE Ad:
-- eo

ttre ' a oe 4i
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE UNCLASSIFIE

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

WASHINGTON
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL, USAF

STH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE. OHIO

worrpty reece to: 9D 2-21 7 August 1953

AF-WP-L-1 APR 59

SUBJUCT: UNKNOWN SUBJ SCT

Sighting of Unidentified Aerial Object

Brush Creek, California

TU: Commander

Air Technical Intelligence Center

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base

Ohio

ATTN: ATIAA=20

1. Attached for your information are two (2) copies of Closed
report of investigation by Special Agent WILLIAM M, STRATTON, 19th

OSI District (IG), Travis Air Force Base, Culifornia, file 19D 24-180,
dated 26 July 1953, subject as above.

2. Investigation was requested by Commander, ATIC, dright-Patterson

AFB, Ohio, predicated on information that an unidentified aerial object

had been sighted at Brush Creek, California, on 20 Muy and 20 June 1953

by two (2) miners.

3. No further investigative action is contemplated, and the files
of the Office of Special Investigations are considered closed in instant

case,

4. Attention is invited to the provisions of AFR 124-1 which pro-
hibit release of classified inforination to unauthorized gs "
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UNKNOWN SUBJECT

Sighting of Unidentified Aerial Object

Brush Creek, California OFFICE OF ORIGIN

DO#19, Travis AFB, Calif.
STATUS

CLOSED

SPECIAL INQUIRY

Initial Report

Investigation requested by Commander, Air Technical

Intelligence Center, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio.

Background data and reliability of and Gea
could not be determined through interviews with civil

authorities in Butte Cou California. District

Forest Ranger advised and SEP claim to be
mining fissionable material at junction of Marble and

Jordan Creeks, The object did not appear.

AR INT!
AT 3 YE: > \o Le

OWNGR SS. -iPiED 90.10

ATTENTION: Peteeee of Up oat, Gere, & ree Oe lee See Ee, Sie & eyo

Veatigations, IG. of higher’ euthority, unauthorized disclosure of such information Will be considered, 10
DISTRIBUTION ACTION COPY FORWARDED TO PILE STAMP

Comir. Air Tech Int. Commander
Cent. w/2 incls -z | Air Technical Intelligence

Center .

DO#5 =: (info) - 1 | Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio

Dir/OSI

Comdr, Beale AFB(info) -1PR JZ, ao
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File PAUL A. HURST

Colonel, USAF
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19D OSI 24-180

DETAILS:

1. Investigation requested by Commander, Air Technical Intelligence
Center, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio, upon receipt of information that an

unidentified Aerial Object had been sighted at a oe Butte County,

California, on 20 May and 20 June 1953 by two miners, and
a Bs Te, and that considerable attention by national and local press
had been directed toward the reported sighting.

2. On 7 July 1953, a letter was received from the Commander, Air

Technical Intelligence Center, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio, dated 29 June

1953, Subj: "Sighting of Unidentified Aerial Object, Brush Creek,
California," which quoted a news item as followss

"BRUSH CREEK, Calif., June 24—(UP)-=Two grizzled miners today asked the
Butte County sheriff's office for permission to shoot at a midget-manned

'flying saucer'® that keeps invading their mountain diggings.

The miners, QM: ani MARIN, who operated a small gold
mine in the remote Marble Creek area a few miles north of here, told

Sheriff's Capt Fred Preston the ‘saucer’ landed twice on a sandbar

at the junction of Marble and Jordon Creeks,

Each time, they said, a little man resembling a midget got out of

the contraption, scooped up a bucket of water in a shiny pail, and

handed it to someone inside.

When he saw them, they said, he jumped into the 'saucer! and it zoomed

away without making a sound.

The object was described as having a tripod landing gear which left marks

on the sandbar. The observers stated the craft was manned,"

The letter further stated that the unidentified object had been

sighted on 20 May and 20 June 1953.

AT OROVILLE, CALIFORNIA

3. On 20 July 1953, Captain ALBERT L. CHRISTENSEN, Butte Count
Sheriff's Office, advised that two miners, Jags a.nd AR.
on 24 June 1953 reported sighting an unidentified Aerial Object near

their mining site at the junction of Marble and Jordan Creeks, Plumas

National Forrest, Butte County, California, on 20 May and 20 June 1953.

CHRISTENSEN further advised that neither @MiRor WMMEMEMMere known
in Oroville and that they did not reside in Oroville or in Butte County.

CHRISTENSEN stated that the Butte County Sheriff's Office had taken a

"wait and see” attitude toward the reported incident and that inasmuch

as the reported sightings have occured on the 20th of the preceeding

two months, the Sheriff's office had dispatched an undersheriff to the
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scene of the reporting sighting on 20 July 1953, to be on hand in the

event the said miners reported another sighting. CHRISTENSEN further

stated that through news medium, many people have read of the previous

sightings and it is expected that a large number of sightseers will be

on hand on 20 July 1953, to witness another "possible landing of the

object."

AT BRUSH CREEK, CALIFORNIA

4. On 20 July 1953, Sgt WALTER JOHNSON, star #1117, California
Highway Patrol, who had been sent to Brush Creek to assist in traffic

control, advised he had talked with bothq§@ and QMMMBPearlier in
the day. JOHNSON stated that both men were consistent in their story of

the previous sightings of the object, but that both gave vague and

conflicting stories when questioned about footprints or markings left

by the object on previous occasions. JOHNSON further stated he did not

know anything concerning the miners! backgrounds, or of their reputation

for reliability in the area,

5. On 20 July 1953, District Ranger WILLIAM E, TURPIN, Plumas

National Forrest, advised he has known and @MEMPfor approximately
three (3) years, and that neither of the two appear to be drinkers. TURPIN
further advised he has visited the miners’ claim on numerous occasions;

that he has ordered them, several times, to clean up the camp area to

reduce fire hazard, and that the two men have sunk a shaft approximately

40 to 50 feet into the side of the mountain, claiming to be mining

"“fissionable waterial." TURPIN stated the two have not filed for a claim

in the three summers they have been there, and to the best of TURPIN's

knowledge, the two have never taken anything resembling ore from the mine

or the surrounding area. TURPIN added he did not know anything concerning

the background or reliability of either QB or QRENM or where they
reside in winter. |

AT OROVILLE, CALIFORNIA

6. On 24 July 1953, Undersheriff BERT N. LUCAS, Butte County Sheriff's

Office, advised he had been present at Brush Creek on 20 July 1953 when

the unidentified object was supposed to reappear, but had not talked to

either QQ? ogEEM LUCAS stated he did not know anything concerning
the background or reliability of the two men. LUCAS further stated that news

reporters representing papers from Chico, Oroviile, and Sacramento, Califor-

nia, had been present on the 20th, as well as a news broadcaster representing

a local Oroville radio station. The unidentified object did not appear.
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DETAILS: (Cont'd)

INCLOSU RES:

FOR THE COMMANDER, AIR TECHNICAL INTELLIGENCE CENTER, WRIGHT-PATTERSON

AFB, OHIO.

1. Newspaper clipping from the San Francisco Chronicle, dated 19 July 1953.
2. Newspaper clipping from Appeal-Democrat, Marysville, dated

21 July 1953.

CLOSED
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Item from San Francisco Chronicle, Page 4, dated 19 July 1°
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IY LITTLE MeN COME BACK, A TIN RECEPTION'S WATTING

iLLittle Men Come Back!
A Fine Reception’s Waiting
Spevial to The Chronicle meccmamnantsiae A on the scene gets

men trom outer SPACE, YOU'VE! de not begin on time.
ben warned,: ‘They're waiting

for you..

If it’s just‘a ‘ait bucket of
water you want, Brush Creek's

going to be a turbulent place

to get it from. There's going to

be an earth-style reception—ra-

dio broadcasters, - newspaper-

_ You may not like it. GRANDS° SPINETS° UPRIGHTS _
» This reception is the result of § res)

reports made by. two. gold

miners, John Q. Black and John | per ‘wad 2

Van'Allen, month up =
For the past two months, on

the 20th of the month, at ex- -: about our Rentel- Purehese
Plan

actly 6:30 p. m. a flying saucer
has landed near their claim at TRADE-IN

Brush..Creek, they say. Each

time the same thing happens: ALLOWANCE
a small, broad-shouldered mid- for your old
get, wearing a green parka, PIANO
climbs out,.scoops up a pail of

|

|

‘
e
) oF

}

P|
a |
2 |
|

water, then takes ‘off in: his “+ on @ new eo
machine again with.a neise like Wurlitzer or. Kimball"
the hissing of a. steam boiler.

For the last two months the

miners have been too startled to

rake a move; But this time

they, and the public, are ready. j cs
If, in- spite of the welcome} ]_ . _ Osktand

waiting for them, the little men atm, ©. Somes 213%" Broadway:
do decide to show up July 20, Aloe Sacramento, Madesto, Fresna —

be punctual, as the national ra-! and Wurlitzer Pianes ..
dio network which will have its!

it is requested that they kindly! | Distributors of Kimball |

TH.
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Those Little Spacemen

Didn't Appear Yesterday,
BRUSH CREEK. Calif: (UP) —

\ Miner John Q. Black said today
he was ‘‘darn disaprcinted” that

‘ithe little n.en from Mars. didn’t

‘Ishow up in their flying saucer with
{the retractatle leg
| “I don’t know:a they didn’t
{eorme, ” he said. “It’s too deep for
me. I’m just a miner.”

Black and his partner, John|!
Van Allen, had predicted the sauc-||
er would arrive at the junction of
Marble and Jordan creeks at 6:30
p.m. yesterday.

Black c.aimed to have seen the
saucer seven times before..He and

his partner “_ thev saw it ap-

pear on May 20 and: June 20 at
6:30 p.m. They thought maybe. it
weal. reaypear last night on a
monthly schedule.
About 300 people, including

newsmen and ghotegraghers.
scanned the skies ali day yester-
day in nopes of seeing the silver-
cC olored saucer lanc on the sand-

-|split in a remote mountain area
near here.

| Black and Van Allen said when
they saw the “sauver” before,a
little man avout four feet tall in
a forest green parka. got out
scooped.uy water from the creek
in a bucket and passed it to an-
other occupant in the saucer. Then

the saucer took off without a
!sound..
A smail oval of about 20 or 25

was om nand at the junction of the

two creexs. it the appointed hour.

All they zot was. sun in their eyes.
——————

Pe is te #

Danie Digi: ony a 5 ee a | mY Te ’ mpItem from Appeal Democret, Merysville Calif, data 21 July 1 53,
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The compact would authorize|done .in the way

three dams in the ‘river in Newjapproach to the taa .
York State and. one in the waters:thas. been the No... 1-' ps.

vender, both Louis!- Inetween Pennsylvania and. New,fore the Assembly since \.ts, was Ry epee . Jersey. ee ¥ sen ‘makers:‘convened in. Januarys,
— soe

STATE

YSWICK OnE:

‘Pennsylvania’ s @am,” he} Deereene State headquarve.‘lei‘would cover’ about 609 eeresirsne ae by telephone at Bed-).
near Delaware’ Water Gap.” « — |ford,’ while. he was driving by au- K
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‘BRUSH CREEK, Calif, (UP)—|. Preston. sald he told ‘the. rede hamnther st
Two “grizzled gold miners laid a he couldn't give them _ Permission cles since

“ »»{t0 -shoot at anythin i
trap today for a ‘‘flying saucer’’|” «f toiq them Tne yalbetter’ grabision of t)
jee ma by broad - shoulderedjit next time so they'll have some-; He serv

dgets that. keeps bothering them)thing- to .back up- their story,” Church in ;at thetheir. mountain digging? ; Preston said,’ HePadded that “he:‘years until.
The miners, John lack and!wasn't_p!planning any investigation archdeacon

John .Van Allen, said they were but he»had: “informed the Air25 years a1
tempted to fire away at the coger Force.’* ‘sions in the
next-time it shows up. . The. minerssaid the’ “saucer” Father s!
Black and Van Allen, who PEM down ona sand barat thelcharge of {
a ‘reputation for sobriety, told'junction of Marble and ‘Jordan Washingto

t's’ Capt. Fred Preston thejcreeks, using-s three-legged’ land-iper 1952,
“saucer” has landed twice near|ing.: gear ‘that’ retracte ewhen iti “He obser
the..small gold mine they operate!took: off.- The taney gear leftisary of wns
in ‘the remote: Marble Creek area.!marks.-on.-the.-sand the size~ Of by “being
Each #me, they said, ‘a little man'elephant tracks, they said. . if Be
got out, scoo up a pail-of water! Black and Van ‘Allen described be
andhanded. it to: someone inside. the object, as being about seven evening oa
“The “miners: asked if it wouldifeetin diameter and ‘about..four!James Ch
be all right. to take.a.-shot at:feet thick.. The~little man who fote| “Less tha
- contraption next time they see’ie was: wearing..something lkeltner Shipley

Theney. Said it landed -first. oniso,\"ynee- tenga parka” and -hiSition class at
May and again on June 20, egs seemedTM covered the Rev.“ney reckon. ».Pitcaaed sback with-e.Sar NearsScrat the
lem“duly he oy, as miners: ‘said
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| TheySanlinn Babyy PsatoarCreek, Calif., June 25 .P).—Two gold miners,
neither of them duinking”men, complained today that a flying
saucer. with a. couple of little | men in it Soups showing up
at:their diggings near here.

| “Gtiszled John Q. Black and his | ~

; partner, John Van Allen,: ‘said

{small gold mine in the Marble
Creelares.:-It landed first on Maa
oe gainon June 20, they sai
otbay look for it to come back on

ie cota Sherift’s Ca:
Fred: Preston that- each time.

| saucer comes down, a. broad-shoul-
dered> little man gets: out and
scoopsup 2 pail of-water. He hands |.
it40 someone inside, climbs back.in
poe Rowinscoots away —_—

. Mabie ana Forder Aime usin
three-legged landing gear at
leaves:‘marks as. bi SoS aleghant
tracks, they said. y described
it as“being about seven feet in
diameter ant four feet thick.

, He Wears a Parka.

The little man, they said, was ||
wearing:-something like a knee-

length parka and his arms and legs

appeared to ‘be covered with a

heavy tweed material.

Mrs. Vi Belcher, operator of the

Brush Creek store, said the two
miners had a good reputation and
were noted forttheir cadaen.
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“JOn.Mars-to-Earth Disk
fteeal10. By the Uniteg Preis, aatie '* efulness ‘aha ‘sshgety, the miners and it
nw] | BRUSH CREEK, Calif.,“July 20.|described a silver-colored flying|FrankTie’ “Nttle men:“from “Mars” saucer and how it landed on the Jersey

; 
sandspit.. near their camp the|truckantsy = ts “4ngse ty morning of May 20 and again at|Co. wa

d tolreporters.:and sensation seekers ogc ora os en Suet 58,
nell seare-ttiem away. © Stop For Water. ’
s ta re¢:A\le0pnless the people who said} They said that on each occasion

offer pilots: ay 20- ‘and: June 20 were|retractable legs and a pbroad-
2abvle just ‘kidding. . shouldered man about four feet

¢* event,’ b twith tameras, not} He scurried to the creek with
'ree=|guns...If' the: “Martians” stick to|a2 aluminum bucket, scooped uptheir’ schedule»,they’ll land their)S°me water then returned to the
Geallfiying saucer: ‘early today, ship, Messrs. Black and Allen said.

latis-} visitor passed the bucket up touced}, According to reports, the gnome-!someone. else, climbed @ ropelike; four-foot _spacemen -have ladder into th

ma Visited. Bhi rea twice before. TWO} pack thang ray 8 which shot
trial} tita os John Q: Black|—————————___

eel Messrs; Black and‘Atien'came
cties to the’ office .of Sheriff's: Capt. 1

os‘ious| Fred Preston’ in Oroville:. last|s >”
month and: said they ‘wanted to|!’ —;
shoot. the spacemen. if they. landed €.-. |again- at the: junction. z=Marble}! (J... Paveyso

ably] and‘ Jordan. Creeks, ome ;
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pedantry nz with'mé-ana help ebavinde my
(cement he can afford it!”

fo. Miners Fly Off.

.Hand! e.at a Saucer—
“<-) Capt. Preston ‘said he told. the

BRUSH CREEK, Calif., June 25.;men he. couldn’t give them pere
—|—TWo oa iets eal laidj misston to shoot at anything.

5 a trap today for a “flying saucer,"| “fT told them they'd better grab
manned by a broad-shouldered|it next time so they'll have some-
midget that keeps bothering themithing to back up their story,”
at their mountain diggings. - Capt. Preston said.. He- added

-———| The miners, John Q, Black andithat he wasn’t planning any in-
John..Van Allen, sald. they were vestigation but he had “informed
tempted to fire away at the thingithe Air Force.” Lake:
next time it shows up. Fy 4

Messrs. Black and -Van Allen,| 2° miners, sald ‘the saucer”
» fety, told Sheriff's Capt. Fred Pres-jjunction of two creeks, using’ a

ton the “saucer”. has landed twice] three-legged landing gear that re-
near the small gold mine -they|jtracted when it took off. The
operate inthe. remote Marblejlanding gear left marks on the
Creek area. Each time, they said,|sand the size of — tracks,
@ little man got out, scooped up-ajthey said. -

ee

someone inside. nie described the object as being
The miners: asked Capt. Preston about seven feet in diameter and

sts, {Uf it would be all right to take ajabout four feet. thick. ..The little
ip shot at‘the contraption next time}man who ‘got out :waswearing _.
sh ~ }they. see it. They said it landed/something ‘like a “knee-length

3t first‘on. May “20 and again onjparka” and: his-‘arms and legs:
- --\June’ 20, they reckon: it will’ bejseemed covered with a heavy
back on guy 20.et. he B pepe Bes ossip yn the miners seid.
eet neese weet Adwae mttae CA ESS coke

oteweninterenes waeeerpwity a rns

Pe45;1 geste

pail of water and acre it to} Messrs. Black and van Allen 4s


