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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

Howann LL. Bevis, President

COLUMBUS 10

EMERSON MeMILLIN OBSERVATORY

& July 1953

Lt. Robert Olsson

ATIC =~ Wright-ratterson AFB

Dear Lt. Olsson,

Now that Jennie has her preliminary clearence, she can help me

handle the reports and can type the letters to you and to your successor.

This vill improve the quality of the typing (3) I am sure. I cannot
guarantee spelling. (Neither can I.)

With respect to the two vires you sent us on June 23, there is

only one thing to say: The 21 June repperrell AFB case must be tossed

out because of grossly insufficient data. 50 you think there is a4

glimmer of anything interesting there which would justify sending a

Form A? It seems to me that reports of this kind just clutter up the

wires yvithout accomplishing anything.

The San Antonio 16 June is clearly a meteorolozical phenomeon

and one that would warm the heart of Menzel. This was undoubtedly as

suggested, namely the light of the setting sun on a high cloud.

Referring to the follow-up statement on the 1U June Detroit

case, both Jennie and I still think this was a landing light and agree

it could not have been a meteor. F

Business is a little slow. Jen is going ahead vith requesting

‘cooperation from:.the air control tower cperetorse Her usefulness has

increased in view of her temporary clearance and I hope that her full

clearance will not be too long in coming.

I hope we can see you soon and wish you a bon voyage into Lav

school.

Sincerely,
/

Allen Hynek
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SPACE ABOVE FOR merarn se ONLY
FROM: (Origiascor) DATE-TIME GROUP SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

Ae 021830 2 JULY 53 UNCLASSIFIED
vc PRECEDENCE, | action INFORMATION

COMDR_A FOR:LL.-—- ROUTINE USP aaa oe

10: COMDR OLMSTED AF BASE MIDDLETOWN PRIN = || [J ook messace | (X} ortsinvat, messace
ED ie ee Pega ~ | CaveTopaecauTion

OD [_] muutiere aporess Cl] ves x io

ae REFERSTO 3a °

IDENTIFICATION | CLASSIFICATION

INFO:

FROM: AFOIN-ATIAE-7-3-E FOR Olmsted Flt Sv Cen (MATS)

ATIC has received a report of an unidentified aerial object from the Detroit, Mich-

igan area taking place at 2310 EST 10 June 1953. Object was a white light seen on

a 360° course. Checks have been made for local balloon flights and commercial air-

line flights as a cause of sighting with negative results. Request you inform

Project Blue Book of any military flights at the time and in the area of the

sighting. |

In reply cite Project Blue Book.. |

COORDINATION :

ATIAE-5, oa DATE &2 duke C955

BZ: Seti fates
f

otf

ATG 4 J 2 fi DATE .? 29 SS
a a

ATIG.- DATE SECURITY CLASSIFICATION latte - ian

“Maj Brom | UNCLASSIFIED » Tami
~ DRAFTER'S NAME (and signature, when required) RELEASING OFFICER'S SIGNATURE ig

_Lt Be Me Olsson/jop Piglets Plhecasall jt
smn ATIAESS maarnow® 65365 heel BORAT C. BROWN, Major, USAF

D D ' a q 7 3 1 swiped — 173, 1 MAY 49, 14—58925-3 TE ou. 8. GovienwcnT reincins orrice
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

same
AREA FROM ) ‘7 2 FS9 sa7TIS UILVSETs

Detroit, Michigan Detroit, biichigan
DATE OF DATE OF INFORMATION EVALUATION

15 June8 1953 12 June 1953
aias ore

SolonelRobert Le Natthews, 34234 APROTC Cadet Robert “alvey
2os

REFERENCES (Contra » direct! report, ete., es

APL 200=5

SMTtheTollowing PHC is quotedtor’ jour information MUCHA, Tah Li"
1953. CV Air University Maxwell AFB Alabama. FLYOSRPT one round brilliant5 rhe
object with no discernable features and no AUDIBLE sound reported seen traveling ina
downward are from a westerly position then leveling off and disappearing northward
over Horizon. AFROTC Cadet 2obert Salvey, Det 395, “layne University, Detroit ichizar

reported 11 June that he saw this object at approximately 2310 Zastern 10 June from a

position on the ground, Cbject visible for approximately one minute, Approximate

coordinates of sighting position 83 degrees 17 minutes west and 42 degrees 26 minutes
north. Specifically the intersestion of Lahser Road and Grand River Blvd Detroit,

Nich. “eather clear visibility’10 plus. ‘finds aloft approximately 300 degrees at 40
KTS reported. Traffic one ommenteed. De—6 from Chicago to '“LLow un Airport.
Matthews Det 395 AFROTC Detroit, Michigan", 209 ete aie

ts. Bohr Le SLTL7Enc inte 7

Twight-Pattereon AT3, Ohio
Commandant, Headquarters Air Force ROTC, 435 Sell Street
Kontgomery, Alabama.

NOTE THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSEOF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S.C.—
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS Aire StatesIN ANYiaFORE & TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW. P
IT MAY NOT BE REPROOUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, “reel | AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

st UULA3 | AASTahal vfoUt /
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APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT |
FROM (Agency)

bebe 27>y tiqae A¥FR0TC

Jayne Unive, Setroit, Miche , PAGE oF PAGES

information Copy 12 June ly?

oliasd sets PLYOBAceT

Uirector of intellisencs

Headquartera Usis

wasninzton 25, Uese

ihwiush VAANNoLas

le In compliance witn tha provisions of A¥L 2C0Ce> catea 2) April l9o2

the following report is subaitted as a result of information rsported to

this headquarters by AY WOTC Cad+t tobert 2. Alvey of this unite

ae Gacet Alvey reported sesing one largs brisnt object, white or

light yellow, round in shape ané larger tana star, move froa a high aloyf 2 3.27

#eaterly powition in a falling arc toward the north, then leysl off and
: oneness . aeeenieeree Qne me. 7,

proceed et hish speedin a Sbraisat ling norta, cisappearing over tis nore//* “he
iZone”THe 6b Teck, thoush brisht,cast no beam nor left any trail or oxhaust. :oo > cd S +
aa : . . ca} . , \ .

; ) Uo sound was heard to indicate nethod of propulsion. The cadet was unable . b)}

to reliablly estimate speed or cistance of the object since he cic not "

: \know the size thereof. fe indicatsd that the object appeared to Pall free

for a short tine then level off and increase speed in level Slisnate

be The time of sishting was approximately 2316 -sstern <taandard

Time on 10 June 1357 and the estinated time in view was ons zinute. fd wtrad—

ce This vas a visual observation with no optical or electronic

equipment availadle.e 23/0 S37

de The location of the observer was approximately 53 cezrces 17 we.

minutes west and 42 desrees 256 minutes north. Specifically, tne cadet gee

wad on the northwest corner of the intersection of Aecford avenue ond. fstinanl
Srand River Blvd. in Detroit, Michizane Tha objectedvas sivhtad at a poste- if’ 9

tion to the west of the observer anc cisapoeared nortaward. -istance and /

altitude could not be estimated. ity

Be Cadet Bodvert “Le. Alvey is an APACTO Cadet in nis third year

of traininge He is physically qualified for ane has planned for several

years to enter pilot training. His interest in flying znkes “im observant

of nll visible flying sircraft. It is believed that this is « report of

something he could not relate to his past observations, «xperience or his

knowledz@e«

£. The weatherat the time of si-hting was clear, visibility was

generally 1C miles or better and wind. aloft were from approximately 7CC

desresa varying with altitude between 10 and 62 ‘mots.

Ee The only known treftic curins the time of the ci.nting vas

one commercial 5 enroute iroa Chicago to willow un Airport in Uetroit.
eeens ee

NOTE; THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANINGOF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S. C.—

31 AND 32, AS AMENDEO. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LA”

IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECT”

INTELLIGENCE, USAF.

(CLASSIFICATION) 36—55570-1 su. 5. Govenaw”
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AF FORM 112 | a silncingpaasiieapecns
APPROVED1 JUNE 1948

COUNTRY (LEAVE BLANK)

Uerede

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

VLLOSayT
AREA REPORTED ON FROM ( Whale

Detroit » Michican Dete*93, liga AP AOTS, Hayne Unive Vetroit
OATEOF REPO DATE OF INFORMATION EVALUATION

12 June 193% lL June 195%

VREPAREO BY (Off SOURCE

Naje John Ge “Martin, Jre Rote From APUCTC vad+t Rabert Be Alva
“REFERENCES (Control number, directive, éte.,as applicable

SUMMARY: (Enter concise summary of report, Give significance in final one-sentence paragraph. List inclosures at lower left. Begin text of report on AF Form 118—Part 11.)

2-e Gn ll June 1953 Cadet tobert &. Alvey reported to the und

that he had observed,en 10 June 195% at 2710 u37, a brdicht cbject which he

could not identify moving at a fairly high rate of opsed. fhe obfeut Cirst

appaaeed to be falling then it leveled off and cisappeared over tne horicone

SQ souncé vas heard thoush tha aiuht way clear anu thare vas littls noiue

sroa hie imasiiate areas

3. Tha uacersicned le not qualified to judss the significance of this

“ajor Un re

Agate PAST.

1 wes
Statesent of Jacdet Alvay (quad)

DISTRI BY ORIGINATOR j
eys forvarced throuzh channels to Gir. of Intell., Hye voy

info cy to Chief, ATIC, Vrighte:atterson Ars

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT . 50 U. S.C.
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON |S PROHIBITED BY LAW.
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF.

(CLASSIFICATION) 16--55500-3 —s-U. B. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
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a had just idee she Redford ‘theater and was cubbing across ~ COV»;

a parking lot at the northwest corner of Grand “iver and Redford

Avenue. I was admiring how clear the sky was and how well the stars

shone when I spotted this object. At first I thought i+ was a

netsor, but it dida’t take me long to realise that 1% wasn't, neteors

just don't act like this object did. ityhen I first sighted the odject,

it was northwest of me. It appeared to be about five times the size

of a large star and just as brights. The light was white or light

yellow and of constant intensity. I% did not flicker like stars do.

The time was within a few ninutes of 2310 hours.

The object also fell too slow to be a meteor. IT would

judge the speed to be somewhere under 1000 m.p.h. The object was

Clear and distinct end round or cliptical in shape. It seamad to

fall free ats first, bus than it changed coursa, leveled out and

headed due north. I would judge that I watched for almost a minute

before 1t disappsared over the horizon. The sky was perfectly clear

and the air cool, sound would have travelled good, but there waa

none except the few cars on Grand Hiver a block away.

RODERY E. ALVEY

Cadet AVROTC
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25 June 1953

.

lst Lite robert Olsson

ATIC — Wright-Patterson AFB

Dear Lt. Olsson;

Of the last batch of ); items sent on June 15, the only one about which
there is any question is the 12 June Covington, Ceorgia.e It is essential to

know here the duration of sighting. A Lot depends on this. Can you get this

for us?

Regarding the Detroit11 June case is there anything in this that a good

landing light would not explain? Likewise Googse AYB 11 June it would appear

that since second radar did not pick up the signal, the most probable expla{nation
is faulty radar. I assume that the GCI had radar available.

And tre still have Venus with us. The 9 June Oregon case is clearly and

unequivocally Venus.

Jennie has called to my attention the fact that I asked some follow-up

questions which by now you may have obtained the answers.

Anything new on:

5 Barch Shaw AFB
3 March Luke AFB — Film?

17 Feb. Port Austin

2 kiarch San Antonio .

12 April Stead ArB

I am amxiously awaiting Jennie's clearance so we can get organized in a 4’
more business—like mannere I know you can't do anything about this but just”

mentioning it anywaye I hope it comes through before your successor is ‘appointed. |



10 June 1953 Detroit, Michigan

Description

At 2310 EST on 10 June 1953 an AFROTC cadet at Wayne University ob-

served one large bright object that was white or light yellow in color,

round in shape and larger than a star. This object moved from a high

westerly position in a falling arc toward the north and then leveled off

and proceeded at a high rate of speed to the north in a straight line.

This object made these maneuvers in a period of 60 seconds and disap-

peared over the northern horizon. The object, though bright, cast no

beam nor left any trail or exhaust. No sound was noticed.

Discussion

Movements of this object and length of observation eliminate the

possibility that it was of astronomical origin. Checks with airports

in the vicinity revealed that there was one aircraft in the area. This

was a DC-4 enroute toChicago on a heading of 270 deg and was probably

not in the area. A check was made with the weather bureau to determine

whether or not they had a balloon in the area. A balloon was released

at vicaag but it could not have caused the sighting since it burst

before 04102 (time of sighting).

Conclusion igs |

Unsolved NY Ya
——

_ ———- 153-21156


