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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

Howano L. Bevis, President
COLUMBUS 10

EMERSON McMILLIN OBRSERVATORY

8 July 1953

Lt. Robert Olsson
ATIC - VWright-ratterson AFB

Dear Lt. Olsson,

ilow that Jennie has her preliminary clearence, she can help me
handle the reports and can type the letters to you and t0 your successor.
This 1ill improve the quality of the typing (1) I am sure. I cannot
guarantee spelling. (Neither can 1.)

With respect to the two viires you sent us on June 23, there is
only one thing to say: The 21 June Fepperrell 4iFB case must be tossed
out because of grossly insufficient data. Do you think there is a
climnmer of anything interesting there wrhich would justify sending a
Form A7 It sezms to me that reports of this kind just clutter up the
wires vithout accormplishing anything.

The San Antonio 16 June is clearly a meteorological phenomeon
and one that would warm the heart of lenzel.e This was uncoubtedly as
suggested, namely the light of the setting sun on a high cloud.

Referring to the follow-up statemznt on the 10 June Detroit
case, both Jennie and I still think this was a landing lizht and agree
it could not have bezn a meteor.

Business is a little slecw. Jen is going ahcad vwith requesting
" cooperation from the air contrecl tower cperztorse Her useflulness has
increased in view of her temporary clearance and I hope that her full
clearznce will not be too long in cominge.

I hope we can see you soon and wish you a bon voyzge into Law
School.

Sincerely,

Allen Hynek
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s A/ ‘ v
A
‘r ‘\\
SPACE ABOVE FOR COJWMUN!CATION@ENT R ONLY
FROM: (Originator) DATE-TIME GROUP SZCURITY CLASSIFICATION
q h, Gd 021830 Z JULY 53 | UNCLASSIFIED
\ PRECEDENCE 'ACTlO‘l I INFOR ' ATION
COMDR, 4 O OUTIH R R
10: COMDR OLMSTED AF BASE MIDDLETOWN PENN ‘ D BOOK MESSACE ’ (X] oricinat messace
T T | cayrtoRRECAUTION
o~ .y [ ] muLmieLe aporess (7 ves ) v
by REFERS TO ! WEAGE: 090 -
IDENTIFICATION ' CLASSIFICATION
INFO:

FROM: AFOIN=ATIAE=7=3<E FOR Olmsted Flt Sv Cen (MATS)
ATIC has received a report of an wnidentified aerial object from the Detroit, Mich-
igan area taking place at 2310 EST 10 June 1953. Object was a white light seen on
a 360° course. Checks have been made for local balloon flights and commercial aire-
line flights as a cause of sighting with negative results. Request you inform
Project Blue Book of any military flights at the time and in the area of the

sightinge.
In reply cite Project Blue Book..

COCRDINATION:

o~ DATE & / .f'

ATTAE/ DATE Zéh‘:& X
ath.
/
un/% ez 7 DATE .7 29 53
w’y o ~Y-

ATTAE=S

ATIG DATE SECURITY CLAS3IFICATION
Mai Brc ~ UNCLASSIFIED

PAGE OF PAGES

1

. Te— -

: DRAFTER'S NAME (and signature, when required) RELEASING OFFICLR'S SIGNATURE
R I (P lecactadt, )\t
ROl ATTAE=S TELEPHONS 65365 AT C. BROWN, Major, USAF

D D FORM 1 7 3 REPLACES NME FORM 173, 1 MAY &, i 19—o%924-3 * u.». GIV I ANNENT PRINIING OrPICE
1 OCT 49 WHICH MAY BE USED.
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AF FORM ill—?‘l‘l’ § | (
APPROVED | JUNE 1948
mitad st Ry

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

|
; |
‘LTOBRPT
AREA FROM ) Y SO - 77y ayilo VILLVeTgLV]
Dcr.ro:lt, Michigan Detroit, liichigan
DATE OF RE DATE OF INFORMATION EVALUATION
15 J\m. 1953 11 June 1953
PREPARED BY (O SOURCE
Solonel obert L. Natthews, 3:.234 AFROTC Cadet “obert :alvey

, divecti report, etc., o

in final onevenience paragraph. List inclosures at lower left. text of report on AF Form 112~ Tart 11.

SMMART: . The following TTX is quoted for your information "1UX Detroit, Lich 11
1953. oV Alr tm.imlity Yaxwell AFB Alabama. FLIOSRPT one round brilliant 3 I’.o
object with no discermable features and no AUDIELE sound reported seen traveling in a
downward are from a westerly position then leveling off and disappearing northward
over lorizon., AFROTC Cadet 20bert Zalvey, Det 395, ayne University, Detroit lichizar
reported 1l June that he saw this object at approximately 2310 Tastern 10 June from a
position on the zround, Cbject visible for approximately one minute, Approximate
coordinates of sighting position 83 degrees 17 minutes west and 42 degrees 26 minutes
north., Specifically the intersection of Lahser Road and Grand TUver Blvd Detroit,
Yich. Teather clear visibility/l0 plus. '7inds aloft approximately 300 degrees at 40

TS ropurhd Traffic one commerical DC-6 from Chicago to ':L].low :mn Alrport.
Matthews Det 395 AFROTC Detroit, ilichigan", 10 Bty

nr Lechnic LI 7Zenc SNt ]

Wsttuvm A73, Chio 2
Commandant., Headquarters Alyr Force m'rc, L35 Bell Street
Hontgomery, Alabama

=i

-

NOTE THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT. S0 U. S.C.—

31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONT!NT! IN ANY NMINER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PRONIBITED BY LAW, /

IT MAY NOT BE REPROOUCED [N WHOLE OR IN PART, ovo'n-urw

L L AN ) |
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APPROVED | JUNE 1940 " |
AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT |
FROM (Agency) REPORT NO,
vebe 299, tlqae AFROTC
Jayne Unive, coiroit, .'ich. | PAGE or PAGES
information Copy 12 June 1957
P \

wUdvuuTs FLISBAST

I3 Uireclor of intelli;encse

deadquarters UL\l

.. ° ¢ § % ;| l
casninzton 25, Ceoe |

- . s - T . - !
1 wganl it AdiNlu g

le In compliance with Lha provisions of' AVL 200= datlsa &) April 1992
the {ollowing vr=2nort is sudaitted as a rasult of information rsportesc to
this headjuartars by AFI0TC Cad=t iobert L. Alvey of thla unit.

2e Ladat Alvay veported seoinz one largs bri_nl obiect, white or

1108 yellow, round in shape and larjer tmn a star, wove [rom 2 Righ  Afpy ey WY
an

t93terly posnition in a allinz are toward the north, Llhan laoyel of'f

m- TN AP SRS Y ot

' . B ~ X a = H.h‘-lr
oroczed et hish opaed in g straloat 1lins noria, cisapp2aring ovsr Lo noreZf -y

i7on. T THEBHTSEE, thoush bright,cast no beam nor left any trail or o:haust. 5
¢ 1 4o sound was heard to indicate =zethod of propulsion. The cadet ans unable LN
; to reliablly estlaate speesd or cistance of the object since hes 2id not a&'“
1‘ xnow thie slze tihsreols (9 indicatad that the oLjscht agpearad to fall free \~

~
for a ohort time then lev:]l off and increase speed in lavel I'li_nt. .rl :

. -
-

»

e o

be The time ol sinting was approximatsly 2310 .estern -tandard
Time on 10 June 17-% and L2 esllinated tiae in view was onses 2ianuto. lp 3 @trd

ce This vas a visual observation with no optical or z2lactroaic
equipnent availablae

™ -
2510 =4
LY .l

4 A
f.‘-.:
'-r "1’"

a® "W -

de 1o location ol the obssrver was approxiaately 123 csirces 17
ainutes west and %2 dezress 25 minutes northe. 3pecifically, tas cadet
wad on the northwest corner of the intersectlon oi Jeclord avsnue and -
Jraad River 3Blvd. in Tetroit, lichizane Tha objescted was si ntad at a posie i/ 2
tion Lo the wast of tze observer and clsapgeared nortaward. _iutance and[ (e
altitude could not be esstimated. [T

¢ L)

!.
rf

W O T
g OCadet Iocbert L. Alvey 13 an AFACOTC Uadal ia 2is third yzar |
of training. le is physically zsualil'lad for anc has plaansd {or several
7ears to enter pilot trainingzg. iis interest in {lyinz mak«s "1ia oboervant
of nll visible (lyin: aircrart. It is belizved that this is 2 report of '

somethinz he =-3uld not relate to his past obserwvations, <xpasrisnce or his
knowledzoe |

o The weatherat the time of vi.hting was clear, visibility waes
zenerally 1C =iles or better and wind. nlof't were from approxizately “C
Jo re~a varyinz with altitude Letwesn 1C and 62 inots.

Ze The only known traftlc cdurin; the time of the cl_iting vas ?

-

one commercial Ui=0 enroute ivoa Chicezo to willow Jun Adrport in Uetroit.

P e % e

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT,50 U. S. C.—
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROKIBITED BY LAY

IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECT™
INTELLIGENCE, USAF.

(CLASSIFICATION) 16~55570~1 u. 5, coviany




APPROVED | JUNE 1948

COUNTRY (LEAVE BLANK)
Ueioede

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

CLYEQAWT
AREA REPORTED ON FROM ( aicie
omtroit 5, lilchigan Caten99, ige AFAITS, itayne Unlve Letrolt

"OATE OF RERC EVALUATION
: 12 June 1977
" EPARED BY (O

aie John Ce ardin, Jre Apbe £rom AYICTE Jcad- -t 3bart 8. Alvy
'REFERENCES (Control number, directive, otc., as applicadle

SUMMARY: (Enter conclss summary of report, Give significance in final ons-sentence paragraph. List inclosures at lower left. Begin text of report on AF Form 118—FPart 11.)

2 un 1l June 1723 Cadel Jlobert 2. alvey roported to Lie undersined

that he had cbaserved,on 1C Juns 1922 nt 2710 35T, a bri nht oblveb which ke
coulsd not dd#ntify moving at a {alirly hi_h rate ol spesde he oblaet [lrsh
aps3aeed %o be falling Lhen it loveled off and cisappearaed ovar Lis Lorizone
12 sound ra® neard thou.n tha anlyght was cloar ang Loars vas 1144112 nolue
~roa hie inasiiate area.

Te Tha undersisned 1o not qualifiad to Judgse the sl nlificnnco o thils
ropott. |

tsate £X0Te

1 o
Statosent of Jadet Alvay (guad)

DISTRI BY ONGINATOR :
cys forvarded throu_ n channels to Ulr. of Intell., ljm Jo2s
inf's ¢y to Chief, ATIC, Yrisht-:attersoa Ard

NOTE: TH1S DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT. 50 U. S.C.—
31 AND 32. AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

INTELLIGENCE, USAF.
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across T (w/,.“'
a parking 1o% at the northwsst corner of CGraand “iver and Redford ’
Avenue. I was admiring how clear the sky was and how well the stars

1 had Just loft the 2edford Theater and was cnt‘inf i
shone vwhen I spotted thia object. AL first I thought i$ was a {

mebsor, Dub it dida't take me long to rsalize that 1% wvasn't, meteors

Juat don't ach® like this object did. YWhen I firet zighted the odjecs,

1t was northwest of me. I¢ esppearsd to be about five times the size

of a large star and just as drights The 1light was white or light

Jollow and of coastan$ intensity. It did not flicker like stars do. |
The time was within a Tew ninutes of 2310 hours. |

The object nlso foll too slow to Lo a neteor. I would
Judge the speed to De somewhere undar 1000 m.p.h. The obJect was
¢claar and dissincet end round or cliptical in shage. 1% seamad to
fall £ree a% firss, dbul than it changed courss, levelasd out and
headed due north. I would Judzge that I walched for alnoat a minute
before 1t disappsared over thae horizon. The sky was perfectly clsar
and the alr cool, sound would have travelled izood, bubt thers was
none except the few cars on Crand ZRlver a block away.

RO3ITVW E. ALVEY
Gadat ATROTS




L L

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

Howanrp L. Bevis, President

COLUMBUS 10
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25 June 1953

¥ L AR S

lst Lt. tobert Olsson
ATIC —~= Wright=-FPatterson AFB

Dear Lt. Olsson;

Of the last batch of L items sent on June 15, the only one about which
there is any question is the 12 June Covington, Ceorgiae. It is essential to

know here the duration of sichtinge A Lot depencds on this. Can you get +his
for vs?

. - el .
i - - . L
PO, = -t M &5 o AR 3 el S WL S
it ,ﬂu_ﬂ'-.i"." . '

Regarding the Deblroit il June wcase is there anything in this that a good
landinz light would not explain? Likewise Googse AN L1 June it would appear

that sirce cecond radar did not pick up the signal, the most probable expla{.nation
is faulty radar. I assume that the GCI had Pfadar available.

And vre still have Venus with us. The 9 June Oregon case is clearly and
unegquivocally Venus.

Jennie has called to my attention the fact that I asked some follow=up
questions which by now you may have obtained the answverse.
Anything new on:
5 Karch Shaw AFB

3 liarch [uke AFB e [Film?

17 Febe. Port Austin

25 kiarch San Antonio .

12 April Stead ATB

I am anxiously awaiting Jennie's clearance so we can get organized in a 7‘ ,
more business-like manner. I know you can't do anything about this but  jusT™

mentioning it anyway. I hope it comes through before your successor is appointed.




10 June 1953 Detroit, Michigan

Description

At 2310 EST on 10 June 1953 an AFROTC cadet at Wayne University ob-
served one large bright object that was white or light yellow in color,
round in shape and larger than a star. This object moved from a high
westerly position in a falling arc toward the north and then leveled off
and proceeded at a high rate of speed to the north in a straight line,
This object made these maneuvers in a period of 60 seconds and disap-
peared over the northern horizon. The object, though bright, cast no
beam nor left any trail or exhaust., No sound was noticed.

Discussion

Movements of this obJject and length of observation eliminate the
possibility that it was of astronomical origin. Checks with airports
in the vicinity revealed that there was one aircraft in the area. This
was a DC-4 enroute to Chicago on a heading of 270 deg and was probably
not in the area. A check was made with the weather bureau to determine
vhether or not they had a balloon in the area, A balloon was released
at 03002 ‘ but it could not have caused the sighting since 1t burst

before O410Z (tino of aight:lng)
Conclusion ‘\_
Unsolved N v h

11 Sl ~ T53-11156




