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15 February 195)

———e
New York 21, New York

Dear ire oF

Tecause of our geographical proximity to Wrighte

Patterson Air Force Base, the Air Technical Intelligence Center

has asked the McMillin Observatory to cooperate with them in the

capacity of technical consultants to "Project Bluebooke" <Accord-

ingly, we receive from ATIC reports of unidentified flying objects
which indicate, from the initial data received from the observers,

that an astronomical or meteorological interpretation of the phe=-

homenon may be in ordere

¥ie have received your report of the phenomenon

witnessed last 19 June, near Key West, l'lorida, and we were par=

ticularly impressed with the fine job done, both in observing

and in reportinge

A few additional questions come to mind whinh,
we feel, might help us clear up the incident.

I shall be in New York some time this week, and

would appreciate very much the opportunity of spending a short

while discussing this with you personally. Since lirs.e Rothchild.

also observed the object, perhaps she would be willing to con=

tribute her report as well.

I trust you will find 1% convenient to cooperate

with us in this matter. I shall probably contact you Wednesday

morninge

Very truly yours,

Emerson leMillin Observatory
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Summary of Investigation of observations, 19 June 1953, Key West, Fla.

Interrogated lire & Mrae mee Mo, NeYe They
both talked a great deal, not walting for questions to be put to theme

Mir. SQM is a doliberately careless, highly sophisticated
individual of 5h, resembling Sir Cedrick Hardwicke, who made a well-
exectted entrance into the room zipping up his trousers, fdhhowed by

flincing himself full<lLength upon a couch and pouring hinsel’ not less

than |; ounces of Nennesseye He considers himself the opitomy of ob=

setvors — in fact, he states he can see stars in the daytimee As he

Yeached over to refuel his class I could well believe hime The character

of tha observers is, I believe, relevant to the interpretation of the

phenomenon being investigated.

The observers reconstructed the incident: namely, that they, along

with 2 guide-fisherman, had bsen fishing off Key West, 19 June 536 The

time was at twilight, everything was still, no clouds at all except a

cumulonimbus piling wp on the SW horison, some ll wiles distante Suddenly,

a half-moon shaved objact "like a quonsat hut on Lts side, 11% up out of
Nomera, 20° high, end in the noxt 13 seconds traveled thru approximately
100 degrees of arc, rising to 39° whon it wes aman, directly south, and

' then disappearing in tho ST, Sehind the thunderheai. in the 13 seconds

vnder observation, the object 1it up, or went through, 2} cycles, of
illwnination, of 3 secoms each, during which time it glowed a translucent,

gsreonish<ysllow, with dark splotches or merkiags con ite The outline of

the chject -ms still vistole as it passed through the daitaned phases. There

was no sound asseelated with thic rhenemenorn. ALL three pocple saw it; one

was wearing polarotd cunglasses, cuother, prvseription sunglasses, und the 4rd
observer (rothchild) chsorved with the unaided eye.

tare @. Calculates that at a distance of 12-1),,000 feat, the speed would
have teen 3,):00 mph and the size of the object 600 feet.

Evalvation:

le The incident took place within 2 minutes of sunsete

le Wo ons sav the moon at ths sano timee However, on 19 June,

the moon was at Ist quarter, putting it near the rerician at

sunsete Yat, they 211 stated emphaticaliy that the moon was

not visible.

ee gays, just after the ineiden’, he turned around to
the north and spotted rolaris, to help hin detexizine the elevation

of the object.

Now, how could anyone be able to see Polaris, 2 2nd magnitude star,

in very bright twilight, and yet fail to see a quarter moon, which,

as they had been facing south, must hare been looking them square

in the face?



October 29, 1953

FROMs

New York 21, N. Y.

TOs Department of Defense,

Air Force Information Centre,
Pentagon Building,
Washington, D. C.

SUBJECT: U.F.0O.

REMARKSs

1. Object observed June 19, 1953, 1913 EST. Seen by three
witnesses, two of whom are navigators.

Reason for delay in making mention of this matter is
that none of the observers knew what to do with data on

phenomenon.

2. If it is so desired, would be able to give you complete

details.

Respectfully submitted,

Lhr/nw
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U. S AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION SHEET

This questionnaire has been prepared so that you can give the U. S. Air Force as much

information as possible concerning the unidentified aeriol phenomenon thot you have observed.

Please try to answer as mony questions as you possibly can. The information thet you give will

be used for research purposes, and will be regarded as confidential moterial. Your name will nor

be used in connection with any statements, conclusions, or publications without your permission.

We request this personal information so that, if it is deemed necessory, we may contact you for

further details.

}. When did you see the object? 2. Time of day: ____19
Hour Minutes

—--g,h2- -—Sune___ hoe Wateh time x%,
Mont Yeor ircle One): A.M or

a - ———

3, Time zone:

(Circle One): & Eastern (Circle One): a. Daylight Saving

b. Central BS Standard

c. Mountain

d. Pacific

iy, TEIN “datesieeecnchctsansnsitieicehaa

4. Where were you when you saw the object?

Marathon, =...£-WMonroe County -_Florida,
Nearest Posto! Address City or Town . * Stote or Country

oe

Additional remarks: 2 as

10
we\ oe5. Estimate how long you saw the object. siehlaaaiitiene cain

Hours Minutes Seconds
pus Or rinus 1

5.1 Circle one of the following to indicate how certain you are of your answer to Question 5.

‘3 Certain c. Not very sure
. b. Fairly certain d. Justa guess

6. What was the condition of the sky?

on PF at rm |
(Circle One): a. Bright daylight (My Justo trace of daylight » ¢ '

b. Dull daylight =. e. No trace of daylight
c. Bright twilight-~ f. Don’t remember

7. IF you sow the object during DAYLIGHT, TWILIGHT, or DAWN, where was the SUN located os you looked ot
the object?

(Circle One): a, In front of you d. To your left.
K- In back of you e. Overhead

c. To your sight f. Don’t remember
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8. IF you saw the object at NIGHT, TWILIGHT, or DAWN, what did you notice concerning the STARS and MOON?

8.1 STARS (Circle One): 8.2 MOON (Circle One):

a. None a. Bright moonlight

JS Atew b. Dull moonlight |

c. Many c.“pefive na — pitch rah oni
oo WwW

d. Don't remember HOE" WPSTB 0 we ¥ Lx Tin

9. Was the object brighter than the background of the sky? Pane

(Circle One): %. Yes b. No c. Don’t remember
aes mee ee a ne ee ere rr ee

10, IF it was BRIGHTER THAN the sky background, was the brightness like that of an automobile headlight?:

(Circle One) a. A mile or more away (a distant car)?

b. Several blocks away? . ‘

ce. A block away? }

d. Several yards away? i

e. Other Like moon at_ similar altitude. |
1) aR pS IOeT TT ern

tM. Did the object: (Circle One for each question)
a. Appear to stand still at any time? Yes N& Don't Know

b. Suddenly speed up and rush away at any time? Yes NS Don’t Know

c. Break up into parts or explode? Yes NS Don’t Know
d. Give off smoke? Yes N& Don't Know
e. Change brightness2.,. Y% No Don’t Know

f, Change shape Yes NS Don't Know
g. Fl tpulsate? Ye No Don’t Know

12. Did the object move behind.ars ot anytime, particularly a cloud?

( Circle One): mee Don’t Know. IF you answered YES, then tell what
it moved behind: ee tik eon

_ eer ee Ort i cre ER me metg

——

———

ene ee ee eS

Did f i ime, porticular!13. the object move in front o someth ng at anytime, particularly a cloud?

(Circle One): Yes N& Don't Know. IF you answered YES, than tell whet
it moved in front of: ———__-_eraemes EAE Ee nn

14, Did the object appear: (Circle One): Las Soli b. Transparent? c. Don't Know.

15. Did you observe the object through any of the following?

a. Eyeglasses Yes Nw e. Binoculars Yes NS
b. Sun glasses Yes N6 f. Telescope Yes N&

c. Windshield Yes N6é g- Theodolite Yes No

Né h. Otherd. Window glass Yes

P
E
O
N
.
 
t
d



16. Tell in a few words the following things about the object.

b. Color t .
seemed luminescent, fluorescent, almost like phosphorous.

17. Draw a picture that will show the shape of the object or objects. Label and include in your sketch any details

of the object that you saw such as wings, protrusions, etc., and especially exhaust trails or vapor trails. Place

on arrow beside the drawing to show the direction the object was moving.

a nnee

18. The edges of the object were:

(Circle One): a. Fuzzy or blurred e. Othe Seemed to have a tapering
b. Likea bright star tail that to me was dark

Sh t and indistinguisnabdie. —
. on emember

19. IF there was MORE THAN ONE object, then how mony were there?

Draw @ picture of how they were arranged, and put an arrow to show the direction that they were travel ing.



20. Draw a picture that will show the motion that the object or objects made. Place an “A® at the beginning
of the path, a “B” at the end of the path, and show any changes in direction during the course.

a tla Fy TH

rf

° nll

21. IF POSSIBLE, try to guess or estimate what the real size of the object was in its longest dimension.
feet. A pretty wild guess,

22. How large did the object or objects appear as compared with one of the following objects held in the hand
and at about arm's length?

(Cirele One): a. Head of a pin g- Silver dollar

b. Pea h. Baseball

c. Dime i. Grapefruit

d. Nickel j. Basketball

e. Quarter k. Other 273 size half-moon at
#. Half dollar Similar altitude,

22.1 (Circle One of the following to indicate how certain you are of your answer to Question 22.

& Certain c. Not very sure

b. Fairly certain d. Uncertain

23, How did the object or objects disappear from view? After lighting up (see below) for 3rd.
time for about 2 seconds object made 90° turn to port behind distant
cloud bank we had been observing for some hours.

24. In order that you can give as clear o picture as possible of what you sow, we would like for you to imagine that you could

construct the object thet you saw. Of whot type material would you make it? How lorge would it be, and what shape

would it have? Describe in your own words a éommon object or objects which when placed up in the sky would give the

same oppecrance as the object which you sow.

Lighted portion of object had exact shape of Keufel and Esser half-

circle I hold in my hand. Rear projection too dim to estimate other

than apparently elongated triangle projected from base of semi-

circle. Were I to attempt to construct it, would take a huge Quonset,

lay it on its side, and to the bottom attach a tapering triangle about
three times in lengt’\ the radius of the Quonset. It woulé, at least

the fore- or motor part be constructed of (this sounds quite insane,
but you asked for it) soap jade that was translucent.



Pega 5

25. Where were you located when you saw the object? 26. Were you (Circle One)
(Circle One):

a. In the business section of a city?

b. In the residential section of o city?a. Inside a building

b. Ina cor ¢. In open countryside?
c. Outdoors d. Flying neor an airfield?

d. Inan airplane @. ae over a city?

%. f. Flying over open country?f. One Skate at_anch water g- Other id

Comp a TE y 1n0 0 e hi nO Snin ele abbles. Save : =

forma 0} OOF Lie -46 2 —aele =tea = 27) n@ gaamn a ale or 1) ry

28. IF you were MOVING IN AN AUTOMOBILE or other vehicle at the time, then complete the following questions:

28.1 Whot direction were you moving? (Circle One)

a. North c. East e. South g: West
b. Northeast d. Southeast f. Southwest h. Northwest

28.2 How fast were you moving? miles per hour.

28.3 Did you stop at any time while you were looking at the object?

(Circle One) Yes No

29. What direction were you looking when you first saw the object? (Circle One)

a. North

b. Northeast

e. South Q

f. Southwest h. Northwest

a. North

b. Northeast

c. East

d. Southeast

31. If you are familiar with bearing terms (angular direction), try to estimate the number of degrees the object was
from true North and also the number of degrees it was upward from the horizon (elevation).

31.) When it first appeored:

a. From true North degrees.

b. From horizon



4 eee ee

32. In the following sketch, imagine that you are at the point shown. Place an °A” on the curved line to show how

high the object was above the horizon (skyline) when you first saw it. Place a "B” on the same curved line to
show how high the object was above the horizon (skyline) when you last saw it.

33. In the following larger sketch place an “A” at the position the object was when you first sow it, and a "B” at its

position when you last saw it. Refer to smaller sketch as an example of how to complete the larger sketch.

Not corrected for perspec=
tive.
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34. What were the weather conditions at the time you saw the object?

34,1 GaOUDS (Circle One) 34.2 WIND (Circle One) |

a. Glee sky %. Nowind Possibly Beaufort's #1

. Hazy b. Slight breeze

¢. Scattered clouds ¢. Strong wind

d. Thickor heavy clouds d. Don’t remember

e. Don't remember

34.3 WEATHER (Circle One) 34.4 TEMPERATURE (Circle One)

%. Dry a. Cold

b. Fog, mist, or light rain b. Cool P

c. Moderate or heavy rain % Worm 80 F.
d. Snow d. Hot

e. Don't remember e. Don’t remember

35. When did you report to some official that you had seen the object?

Doy Month ear BRB 2e835,998) Know to whor to
a a ee a ee oe a a ne ce tee eee. + ee ee oe

36. Was anyone else with you at the time you saw the object?

(Circle One) Yds No

36.1 IF you answered YES, did they see the object too?

(Circle One) YXs No

36,2 Please list their names and addresses: (Ling ,

Capt, eee, 82S s«SNY.C. 21, NY.
Marathon, Florida,--. __

Street,

37. Was this the first time thot yeu had seen an object or objects like this?

(Circle One) Y8q No

37.1 IF you answered NO, then when, where, and under what circumstances did you see other ones?

38. In your opinion what do you think the object was and what might have caused it?

If it was not a guided missile, I would rather not care-to guess, or
would prefer leaving it up to you. It most definitely was NOT a \
plane of any type, a reflection, (no ship in sight and we were + _f oad)
miles from road, with nothing but mangrove island between it~and us),
a mirage, (I've scen them), a meteor of any sort, (seen them by the
thousands), an atmospheric.phenomenon,or a dirigible such as the

- ,

Boca Chica ones.
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39. Do you think you can estimate the speedof the object?

(Cirele One) Yas No

IF you answered YES, then what speed would you estimate? —3,400_____m.p.h, |

40. Do you think you can estimate how far away from you the object was?

(Circle One) Y%s No

IF you answered YES, then how far away would you say it was? 124900 feet. off.

41, Please give the following information about yourself: .

=a. SS Sa |) a ASN—* treet City Zone Stote

TELEPHONE NUMBER 2

What is your present job? Partner, *=°tiia ignepeneneNgneme 3; 1,

Age sissigs Rast ON ek icak ae aiainctie :

Please indicate any special educational training that you have had.

o. Grade school _ManVYe ...—s_ e @,._ Technical school

b. High schoo! Andover. ESa cc

c. College io ntann dl f, Other special training Cam.USNRFret.
d. Post graduate _Sorbonne, Hobby has always been celestial--

Offered Com. teaching it at Columbia WWII.

42, Date you completed this questionnaire: __ 16 November 1953.
Doy Month Year .



U. S$ AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION SHEET

(SUMMARY DATA)

In order that your information may be filed and coded as accurately as possible, please use

the following space to write out a short description of the event that you observed, You may res

peat information that you have already given in the questionnaire, and add any further comments,
statements, or sketches that you believe are important. Try to present the defails of the observa-

tion in the order in which they occurred. Additional pages of the same sizepoper may be attached

if they are needed.

(Do Not Write in This Space)

CODE:

SIGNATURE

DATE

On June 19, 1953, 1913, EST, was sitting in stern of skiff at anchor on
the Flats just East of Marathon - estimated a latitude North
240, Al mins., 15 secs., longitude West 81°, 4 mins., 40 secs. = watch-
ing my wife fight a bonefish from middle of skiff. Fish had been hook-
ed some 10 ninates. Captain WaRRMn was scated in bow of skiff...
wind Beaufort's No. 1, dry, warm (approx. 80°), few stars, just at twi-
light, no clouds of any kind save a thunderhead below Bahia Honda Bridge
(eone "12 miles distant) which we had been watching earlier in the after-
noon, wondering if it might come up on us. The cloud had remained sta-
tionary and the distance was quite easy to judge as we had an unobstruct-
ed view of the sea and the 7 Mile Bridge was some 2 miles to our right.
Cloud formation was obviously South,“8 the termination of the Bridge and
indeed we learned later that it had‘been squalling at Bahia Honda during
the late afternoon and early evening. There was no rain of any kind at
Marathon. until after 2300 EST.

There were no ships in sight, nothing showing in the Stream, and not even

a skiff any place near us. There was no noise of any kind ana indeed,
just prior to hooking the fish we had remarked on the absolute peace and
quiet of the scene. The fish was running more or less due East,and I was

following his course, when suddenly, out of the sky,.as though a flash-
light had been turned on, appeared a semi-circle of light (yellow in
color, with a greenish tinge » altitude 300, estimated hight 8000 ft.,
moving on a 255° true course. The brightness was approximately that of
the moon at a similar altitude, the size about 2/3rds of a half-moon --
which was indeed its shape. Object remain illuminated for approximately
3 seconds and then faded so that there was practically no laminosity. At
the end of about 2 seconds of darkness, object again illuminated for 3

seconds, went off for 2 seconds, again "41 1luminated, and after about 2
seconds, made a 90° turn and aisappeared behind a cloud bank.

“ AM ALE L EA CO RN etd sbi Meters ek wee og hibit !
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I was able to follow the path of the object somehow, even when it was

not luminous, and knew exactly where it would emerge. The distance

that the object ran during the some 13 seconds we had it in view was

approximately11 nautical miles. My reason for stressing the cloud

bank formation and its distance is that it is by means of this that I

marked the length of the run.

When abeam the object had an altitude of about 30°, and my recollection

is that when it disappeared, its altitude was approximately 10°. This
Latter figure may be errontous. If my recollection is correct, it

would indicate either:

(1) that I was wrong on my estimate of the height of the
object when abeam (possible, wut if it was higher,
its size must have been completely fantastic),

(2) that I misjudged the run of the object before it dis-
appeared (seriously believe this to be improbable, as
I had the cloud bank well marked),

(3) that the object gained height on the run (this latter, ‘770
in my opinion).

To me the most striking feature of the fantastic episode is the abso-
lute and complete lack of noise that accompanied the phenomenon. There
was not a sound of any kind, either before or after its appearance...

if you can exclude my exclamation "Jesus Christ, what's that?"

It is my opinion that Captain 4a saw the object simultaneously
with me and that my wife looked up and saw it at a fraction of a second
after I did. The three of us were able to follow it during the entire
run.

The formation, as mentioned above, was that of a round half-moon that
was brightly lighted, but there aia appear to be a dim, to me, very
dim, after-part -- triangular in shape, attached to the base of the
half-moon.

I have heard, but do not know of my own knowledge, that the object was
picked up on Key West radar.

Respectfully submitted,

tepea ity

eeaee



23 June 1353

Statement of Paul Viathias LiZINO, Chie? Radio Slectrician, J. 5. Navy,

attached to HS-1, Seaplane Base, Key West, “lorida, who resides at

1313 Satterson Avenue, Xey Vest, Ylorida

This ts my report of a strange object observed in the sky on the 13th vast, _

at about 1200. it was first brought to my aitention oy my wife, 2ondie

Joanne, by asking if that was an airplane. Json first observing the odject,

t avoeared to ine to be a very oright light auch as a large are search iight.

‘Yhe ilght seemed to focus uson us and weil, it seemed as if the object was

trying to attract our attention dy Zocusing the ilght and then kind of taking

the light out of Zocus. I seen this chenomena two or three times.. iy wife

sald that she had observed it for, oh, a minute and a hali, two minnies,

Somethiag lixe that before she had called my aitention to it. After two or

taree >henomena of this acparent focusing upon us Dy the ilyat apoeared to |

come toward us at a very rapid pace and then it veered oif to the right at

o.J0uka 30 or 35 degree angle from the horizonand where we were anchored |
in the boat, south of Little Spanish Xay. This light then travelled several |
ilies, 1 vould say 15 to 20 miles in a Westerly direction and then it

turned off lgaving an object in the sky, oh, anywhere from 12, 14, 13

incaes in diameter and continued in a “easterly direction for another 10 to

20 miles and then from ihis 12, 14, 15 inch diameter it veered directly

or in a Southerly direction again and disappeared in a matter of seconds.

The right angle flight of this oojiect was at the speed approximately of a

shooting siar. ‘Shere was no trail of any sort benind it exce;t this very,

yary oright Ught, it seamed to me a carbon are light. ‘That is just avout

ail that I can recall of the incident. It hapcaned south of Big Spanisa “ey,

hore ia the Keys, and we were anchored in about 20 feet of water, The

object was anywheres from 20 to 30 miles from us at about a 90 or 55 degree

angle from the horizon, come towardu3 2rom the South, veeredoff to the

West, and disappeared back into the South. On the extinguishing of the

31 it asceared to be, wall, having Deen at sea and seen overations where .

the larger battleships use these very large 50 inch carbon arc search lights,

the light appeared to de of that tyre and uron turning ont it acted just ag

those lights that I have 3een during maneuvers, well, some inaneuvers

that i have been in in the Navy, havingdeen in several years. It just

dimmed out, fluttereda little, and afterthe light was out [ could siill

distinguishthis ooject as a dark object, I wouldn't say it was exactlyblack, ~ .

but1¢ was a dark object in the sky anywhere from 12, 14, 13 inchesIn

Ciameter and it continued for several miles in a ‘Vesterly direction befors

it turned South again and disarpeared in a matter of 2 very igw seconds or

avery short time. The path of {ilght was upward. it was doth upward

and downward. As it come toward us at the first Sighting, it come at a

lowering altitude. 12 come irom the horizon watching down, I would say

it droored about 2 degrees in the amount of travelthat [ saw and then

‘pon turning right, it had a very slight increase of altitude, anywhere

from 2, 3, cerhaoca even 4 desrees of rising altitude when it vent ina

Vresteriy direction and when it disacpeared in a Southerly direction, it

started in an up attitude again. ‘2 were in comcany with the "J* "5"

of Xey ‘vest, Florida, another fishing boat owned and o;erated by Joe

Walker. Ye was on the Northern side of the island doing some fishing and

adout the time that this snenomenawas observed, they were returning to

the anchorage, but uron them arriving back with us, I asked thom if they

had 2een it and they sald, no, because at about the time that irs. Laine

and I observed this >henomena they had decome stuck upon a sand Dar and

all hands were out rushing te boat off the bar to get joing again. The

>

i i



light conditionwas right at dusk, around 1900. In this area it was still

ight enough that objects couldbe seen plainly for a jood many miles. ‘The

weatherwas clear, 20 rain, some cloudsin the sky. A3 a matterof fact,

the objectwhen my wife first observed it, came out irom behind the clouds.

The time of day, it was just before ihe stars came out. That is just asout

the time of day it was, just before the stars came ont. I have observed

failing stars, und meteoritesin travel, -ricrto this, but this did not

year at all lixe anything that I had ever seen before, it vas just this

very, very Drisht light. It was a very bright ight which seemed to be

focusing upoa us and then the focus would be lost and then it would come on

again. It seemed like {2 was beiny focused on us and then as ‘if they were

trying to attract our attention. ‘That is the way the wife explained it to ma

and the few times that i veen il, that it was just trying to jet us in focus

and then it would jo beyond and then it wouldn't be iocused and thea to

bring it back into focus and it was very, very >right uvon its travel there

was no trail of any sort that I could see. The closest distance that it got

to me, I should say was within20 miles. Not closer than 20 miles, ‘ell,

Tam not a very jood inathemeticlaa, Sut from where[ vas it was adout

& -) Cegree angle right off the water at about 2 30 degree aoule a 2D milas.

How high would that be; ‘Ve wiil let a mathemeitician figure it out.

I was requester here to jive ny aye, which is 43, I will be 22, this coming

November, weigat id4 pounds. [| iirst eniisiad in tie Navy, July 15, 1235,

was discharjed July 15, 1541, reenlisted October i, i742, and have been in

continuous service since then, a total of 13 years and 3) monzhs, no, aot
quite 3 wnonths, & months and 25 cay3 naval service.
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

“United States

PLYOBRPT

AREA REPORTEO ON FROM (Agency) wing eLliigence Section )

PREPARED GY, (Omee? ad seTPPOMEMALD 2. THOMBLY ‘litary Observer

EY ( izectioe, previous tegort, ete.. ax applicable) prin , , GANG, SC i aaamontanare
APL 2 9 e7 TLL Looe, PLYORRET

SUMMARY: (Enter concise summary of report. Give significance in final one-sentence paragraph. List inclorures at lower left. Begin text of report on AF Form 119—Part I1,)

SOURCE

—-

' 4 |

#0 Paul i. 4+eino, USN, HSel, Seaplane Hase, Ney jest, “lorida, observed an a 4
extremely brignt licht in the sky, south and west of big Spanish Key near Key west, eS |

at aporoximately 1900 hours (2400 %) on 18 June 1953, after having his attention “ae
called to it by iis wife, He observed the licnt for approximately five (5) seconds ~:
during which time it appeared to move towards him (nortaward), then away from him
(westward), then to the south, at a very high rate of speed. ‘the object was first
seen by lirs. “eino who is said to have observed it for approximately two (2) minutes
defore calling her husuand's attention to it. Salient features of the observation,
in WO Leino's account, were the apparent "focusing" effect, the intensity of the

light, and the object's speed and abrupt change of course.

This office has no comment on the si;mificance of tne report otier than that the
observer evidently saw a very bright light or lighted ovjeet which was not i'aniliar
to, nor recognized by hin.

_lst Lt, USAF

Te aT

eat 
|

¢- for? -O oprt |

s- bytes.sa :1. Statenent, 90 Reino 
DOWNGRADFp AT 3 VRDECLASSIFIED 3 pk INTERVALS.

BOD Dikane 12 YEARa

‘DISTRIBUTION BY ORIGINATOR ; “cae
“2 cys - Dir of Intel, Ha USAT, iashington 25, Lb. C.
2 cys - Channels |

ley - Chief, ATIC, ATTN: ATIAA-2C, viright Patterson APB, Uhio (into)

. OTH THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITEO STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S.C.—
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED, ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON !S PROHIBITED BY LAW,
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLEOR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EX BY PERMISSION OF, WE DIRECTOR OFINTELLIGENCE, USAF, roy oye. i NCLA Sery ett er)
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AF FORM 112—PART I!
APPROVED1 JUNE 1948 ) UNCLASSIFIED

AIR

FROM (Agence) Wing Intelligence Office | RerorT Ho.

iShth Tro Carr we (TM)
MTA. Miam Floris 2

INFORMATION REPORT

1, The following information is submitted in the order established by pararraoh

S, AFT 200-5,

a. As observed ard descrived by WO Leino the object and/or licht had no defi

nite snare other than "round and sblonz", The size, as reported te the Base Tntele

lirence Officer, "S Naval Base, “sy West, was stated to be 12 or lk or 16 inches in
diameter; however, after aqrectioning by this interviewer, it was ascertained that this

was W° Teino's estimate of its exact size and Leino stated that as comnared to his

thumb held avainst the sky the light aoreared to be an>roximately four fh) tnehes in

diareter while the object seen after the light went cut was aporoximately one quarter

fi/iu) to one etchth (1/8) of an inch in diameter. Color vas deserthed +s an 4» tense
white exactly like a carbon are ‘arp of the t:re to he foun? or battles There

was only one Lisht ant fact, genn and theli oht was dese rthad as coming fror the
object. No nerodymamic features, tril, exhanst, oronulstor system, or sound wera

observed ov roticed. Dnrine the tine observed, the livht and object traveled throneh

approximately 90° laterally cn two courses, westward snd scutneastwerd: desrea of
travel on the firstor northwest-hogund let wos not ascertainable. On the first ler it

apneared to descend an estimated "af from the horizontal, while on the second, or west-
ward les, it was described as climbins 2° to n° after which it levelled off, the
arcse again’ at a steener angle on the last or sovtheast lev. Tt disappeared from
Sipht, above the horizon, through what was described as dimmins out or flickering out

‘like a carbon arc lisht when it is extincuished and bv diminishing in size. Subject

was emphatic in declaring that there seemed to be an attennt to "focus" the light,

basine his statement unon the varving intensity and brirhtness of the licht which he
described as being createst when directly facin? him andhis wife. 4s used by hin,
"focusine" connotes aiming rather than clarifyirs a field of vision. No lichtinz of

the area of observation was noticed. Speed was stated to be that of a meteor and

sharp turns onto each of the last two legs were noticed as additional unusual features.

ore or
7" a .

b. The observation was made at aprroximately 1900 nours EST (200 2) and

lasted for an estimated five seconds. ("stimate of elansed time was based or a test

made for this interviewer consisting of counting un to five and adding the phrase "one

thousand and " before each digit at a normal talking rate.) “rs. Leino was mentioned

as having observed the light for an estimated two (2) minutes before WO Leino's

observing it, during which time the varying intensity was described as esnecially

noticeable.

c. Observation was visual, no optic2l aids being used, and was made from a

koat on the water,

d. At the time, the observer was in a boat anchored between parker buoys 33

and alts over the 20 feet depth just south of Ric Snanish Key, or at 2)? 1:41 30" nort
081° 2g west. Observer mentioned Little Snanish Yey in the attached statement but
corrected this when questioned by the interviewer from this office. Observer estimate

the object to have been twenty-five (25) to thirty (30) miles away from nim and ata
heipht of 30° to 35° above the horizon at all times. However, he stated to the inter-
viewer, after being led to discuss perspective in connection with true size and dis-

tance, tnat his estimate of distance was not based noon known constants but was based

upon his estimate of ihe true size of the obsect. This also explains the discrepancy

between size of the object as set out in the attached statement ard size as indicated

in raravrarh a. above, i.e., not taxing into account the effects of nersnective,

e. Description of observer's experience set forth in the last paragrann of

the inclosedstatement was checked by the interviewer from this office and found to be

true in all particulars. Personnel records nertaining to the 
obserye ’

| | DOWNGRADED a SOBrE OAT POPRIE ALE
| DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12¥YEARS.

DOD DIR 5200.10

MOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSEOF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U.S. C.--
3) AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON JS PROHIBITED BY LAW,
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY © R THAN UNITEO STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BYCRED! OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF,

14—S4570-1 XU. ©. Covemnmant Paimrine eorice
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FROM (Agere) =n Intellicence Office | Rerorr no,

4S6th Trp Carr we (TM) 6
MTA, Miami, Florida PAGE 3 oF2

n Final Top Secret security clearance dated 25 March 1952, riven by the Commandin

Officer of the " S Naval Air Pevelcpment Center, Johnsville, Pennsy'vania, He was in

tre company of the interviewer for anoroximately one and one-half hours during which|

time he seemed very stable, extrovert in nature, friendly, m7ture, herest, ard nose

sessed of 2 quiet self confidence. fiis cooneration was excellent. Ye annears to be

rary religions although not ostentationusly so. ‘te stated he peliwas tife could exis

on other planets and that he helieved inter-nolsnetary travel was orssible but he was

not convinced of tts actuality at this time. He had heard renorts of "flying saicers"

und rand articles concerning the rhenom na. He stated he was slicktiv fariliar with

astronomy but that the obiect which he saw apneared to be different from any star or

“atecr which he had ever seen, doth in intensity and ability to chanyve course snarnty.

At the time of the sightir: he and his wife were alone on their hoat, fishine. and

they remained on the boat for two more days, He stated they had rothine to drink

aboard except coffee and water. No estimate can be given of his wife's reliability

Since Lack of time during the visit to Yov West nrevented interviewing her.

f. Weather and winds alo®t conditions at the time of the sichtine were not

availakte from the local weather station since they had heen fmrwarded to the “ationa}

smather Records Station at Asheville, North narolina, However, personnel stated that
conditions hac remained fairly constant throughout the twenty-°our hour neriod and

offered a report for 0900, 12 une, "his is submitted solely as an indication of

weather conditions for the over all nericd.

Altitude - Feet Direction - Tercrees Sneed - Knots

1,006 PRO ee 5

2,000 290 12

3,000 280 11

00 280 11

5 ,co0 260 me
6,000 280 ne

7,000 270 9

8,000 240 9

9,000 240 8

10,000 270 a

12,090 ; 320 h;

1,000 399

16,000 230

S
U
L
 
O
S

fe. No unusual meteorological conditions were noted durine the period. Ther

were thunderstorms in clouds end freovent Lightning, clord-toeclond, thirty Sed!) mile
to the northwest of Key West at 2128 hours. ‘The ceiling was com-osed of lo re
clouds at 22,000 fest and hich broken clovds at 30,000 feet. Official

11h hours fOO1h 7).
Sunset was “at

h. No ohysical evidence of the sizhtirg was found nor were nnotorranns taken.

i. No interception or identification action was taken.

3. Fliehts conducted in the area close to the tire of the sirnting were as
follows:

Trensient arrivals Tyne hinber

ee TROD Fy ——

1909 S*R ]
1902 ahiv 1

Docu 
LS

NGRADED Ar 3 YEAR INTERVA‘

NOTE: THIS MENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSEOF THE UNITEO STA SPO} Gs BLEert = sre HABE

33 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUT!Fenton PERSON 1S PROHIBITED BY LAW,
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PARTaY¥ * AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF,
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FROM (Agency) NIN Intelligence ce ‘

56th Trp Carr we (M) 6 -

YTA,:-“Sami, Florida 1

Transient arrivals Tyne Number

1903 TY2 a]
192h JRE 7

Local flichts Type “umber

WAS = 2145 TRM 2

One of the TRM's on local flicht missions was equinped with a searchlipht; however, it

was not on a searchlight onerations mission and the limht is aimed cirectliy forward.

?, Observer and his wife did not return to Key West until 20 June and, since ne

was on leave until 26 June, he did not report the incident to his suneriors until the

Latter date. The sighting was reported to this office via the Base Legal ‘fficer

fRase Intellizence Officer) at Key West, the ONT in Miami. and the OST at this base,

ard the report was received in the afternoon of 26 June. “fforts to contact the ONT

im Yiemi and the Base Lecal Officer at “ev West vroved fruitless on Friday afternoon

and SCeturday morning since both offices had closed for the week end. Dve to the frag-

mentary incomnlete nature of the first report no electrical rerort could be submitted.

An interview was arranged at “ey “lest on 1 July and it was decided that due to the

lavse of time between the sirhtine ard collection of all tne facts the exnense of an

electrical report would not be warranted.

(otro
ONeTD 4 THCMBLY

ist lt, USAF

Intellicence Officer

; D AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:DOWNGRADE Ley
SCLASSIFIED AFTER 12
* DOD DIR 5200.10

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSEOF THE UNITEO STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U.S. C.—
31 AND 22, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF 17S CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OF} AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSIONOF THE DIRECTOROF

14--55570-1 = WY. &. Covensuaer Pararine orrics
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H LADQUARTRS

56 TROOP CARRIGR WING (M)
MUAMI INTERNATIONAL ATR OORT

iilami, lorida

wii -yY July 1953

SUBgicT: Trememitteal of Ax Form 112, PLiueret

THRU: Gomnander

hiphteenth Air ‘orce

ATTN: Director of InteLli cence

Nonaldson fir Force ‘ase

Oreenville, Scuth Carolina

Commander

Tactical Air Comaand

ATTN: Deputy Chief of Staff, [Intelligence

Langley Air orcs Yase

Virginia.

fos Director of intellicence

lieadquarters, United ‘tates Air vorce

1. Subject #LYOKRPT, concerning incicent on 1! June 1953 at Xey Vest,

Florida, reported by ‘0 Paul Ii. Loino, submitted herewith,

2. Reference parsgrapn 2 of subject renort, information conceming

efforts to contact iiavy personnel concetned is subject to smbiguous inter-

pretation ss to office closing hours. ihe virice of Naval Intellizence in

Miami closes at 1830 hours on weekdays and is closed on Gaturdays, with one
person remaining to answer the telsonore and furnish necessary locator

information. Closing hours of Legal office atKey wast are tne sane.

1 Incl COMAID J

AP Form 112 (oued) Ist Lt, (51"
w/2 inc Intelliszence Officer

Ec: Cuiet, jg ATMs



ONT WESSAGEFORM x

ir,V4

ay" uety va CDSS
DATE-TIME GROUP

1615302 JUL 53

precepence | *CTION
vom ROUTING

[[] Book messace

FROM: (Originator)

CG ATIC

18: COMDR 456TH TROOP CARRIER We (x)
MIAMI INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

[K] onmtcinay, Messace
D>

CRYPTOPRECATTTON |
MIAMI FLA ESSee } 4’) [_] mucripve avpress Cvs € - fn

ra REFERS TO MESSAGE: ‘wey
WOENTIFICATION ==—O—=~Ct*‘SC‘*WC

INFO:

i' ‘ wow ft ee ie. a 
as

FROM: AFOIN-ATIAE-7-16-E

FONCLASSIFIED

ATIC has received AF Form 112 on 18 June 53 Key West sighting by WO Paul M. Leino.

Request you determine whether TBN aircraft specified in report was operating search-

lights at the time of sighting. Also request you determine whether other local air-

craft noted were engaged in any unusual lighting operations. ATIC velieves five

‘second duration of sighting does not allow observer accurate estimate of object's

course. TBN therefore may have headed toward him and then flew away end therefore

could have caused sighting. ATIC regards your report as officially complete.

, YEAR INTERVALS;
es 2D AT 3In reply cite Froject Blue Book DOWNGRASSIFIED AFTER 1312YEARS.

COORDINATION: DOD DIR 520040= oF RECORD |
ATIAS-5 |

ATIAB<5 KK.Mm. (fos Date /¢é Lol, /$3 Official File Copy
10073

Lt Olsson

‘minte es -wa tt Ledeaelenc. ba

PAGE | OF Jj PaGES

Leah KPeugiyedt Ange
7a or ats’ ROBERT C. BROWN, MaJgon, USA |

e/a ADJUTANT

-FOAN REPLACES NME FORM 173, 1 MAY 48DD 1 OCT 49 173 WHICH MAY BE USE, UNCCASSIFIESTM ssvzi-a Tv. 8. covenumene painting orrice



HEAD QUAP TERS

men OA hS6T TROOP CAPPTEP wTNG (1) 0
\\e" MTAMT TNTERMATTONAT, ATRPORT \)

' Miami, Florida

wrt fy gens t. 1943

SUBJECT: Project Blue Books *LYORPPT, Leino my v

fir Technical Tntelligence Center

ATIN:s ATT AA$2C

Wricht Patterson Air Force Base

Ohio

\

yeTOs Comnander X \
Vv

‘%

=

1. The inclosed copies of corresvondence between bei HYeadcuarters

and the Kase Tntelligence Officer {Rase Legal (fficer), U.S. Naval Base,

Key West, are submitted in reply to your messase AFOIN- MOTARS7a16eH,
2. Tn reference to paragraph 3, Tnelosure 2, the interviewer con-

tacted personally an officer in the Onerations Office at Boca Cyica Naval

Air Station and the latter officer furnished the informetion as to aircraft

movements after a telenhone conversation with another office. There was no

reason at the time to suppose that the information was “urnished fron what

was evidently some sort of slannin~ schedule that was later modified.

Havins been informed of the contents of Tnclosure ? when in 2 rps witha

the Pase.Tntelligence Officer at %ey est at the time of investicatin: the

De Forrest sightins (reference nessaze AFOTM-ATTAT=7-25-H), cl interviiew-
inc officer nersonally reviewed aircraft novement control lovs aaintained

by the CAA and the control tower to obtain pertinent information for the

De Forrest report. This office resrets the error” in not makinz versonal

absolute verification of information “yrishéd in the Leino report.

3. In reference to inclosure 3, this o*fice has furnished covies of
AFL, 200-5 to the Bese Intelligence Officer, “ey West, and has offered to

furnish conies of JANAP 146, IIRVTS Reports, if conies are not readily
available to the Base Irtellizence Officer.

3 Incls

1. Ltr, h56th TC We (%) Sh

20 July 1953 Thbslisaence officer
2. Ltr, USNB, “ey West,

31 July 1953
3. Off memo, Lesal off,

Yey West, 30 Jviy 1953



Y HEADCTARTERS |
: AWS67H TROOP CARPTER WENA (') |

MIAMT TNTEPMATTONAL ATRPOPT '

Miami, Florida

WTN 20 July 1952
UNCLASSIFIED

SUBJECT: FLYOBRPT, Leino

TO: Commanding Officer

u S Naval "Base
ATTN: Base Legal Officer (fase Intellisence Officer)

Key west, Florida 
|

1. Attention is invited to the inclosed wire messave from Air Technical

Intellirence Center, Wright Patterson Air Force ase, Ohio, relatinr to the
sighting of an unidentified Flying object on 1? June 1953 by Wd Paul >. 'eino,
and the subsequent report filed by this office, a cony of which was furnished
to your teadquarters,

the report from the office of the Overations Officer, Ver West ‘aval Air Sta-
tion (Roen Chica). If convenient, it is requeste? that your office secure and

provide this office with the in*ormation reaucsted.by ATTC. This request is
made due to the proximity of your eadq: ‘arters to the Naval Air Station, the
curtailment of all but. the most. necess-Ty fli: hts, from this base. due to the
Wing's imminent removal to Charleston, South Carolina, anc to the fact that
your office is _conye rsant with Tntellizence nathods and the need to avoid nub-
icity in these matters. If the comiitments of your office prevent seeurin:s
the pertinent information it is reques ted thet this office be notified by mail
as soon as possible.

3. Flights conducted in the local ares close to the time of the sirhtinz
were renorted as follows:

j

2. Information as to aireraft flights in the local area was obtained for

. Transient Arrivals Tyve Number

1900 SNB 1

1902 Phy }
190 TV2 1

192) JRB 1,”

et flights Type Numoer

1Bhe - 21);5 oR 2?
Mme of the T3M's reported on local flishts was equipped with a searehlignt.

h. This office aporeciates the 2 and efforts of your personnel in

exnediting prelin

4A
~~4

nary processin’ o* this investication,

UNCLASSIFIED
1- tne]. bee J, TWOMBLY

TWX, ATTC, AFOTNMATT AR $701b= ist Lt, SAP
Tate! Tirence Officer

ic

min

!
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IEDYP BLAS
RP FRSMM

DE Jepw BFP

R 1615307, 74d UNCLASSIFIED
FM COMDR ATTC WRIGHT CATTEPSON AFR OYTO

TO cCoMDR hS6TH TROOP CARRTER WO /M/ MIAMT TNT APRT MOATT Pra
| CEN eno MOT NA TT APH7-16-% ATTC HAS PRAST TED
Av WORM 112 ON 18 JUNE 53 KeY WEST STONTTNG BY WO PAUL “ TrTNo.
RECUEST Yor DETERMINE WHETHER TRY ATPRORATT SPRCTFTUD Ty aneorm was
OPERATING SKARCYLIGHTS AT TH TIMY OF STOHTING, ALSO REOFST You

DETRPVINGE WIETH(R OTHER LOCAL ATPCRAFT NOTED WERT UNGARUD Ty any
UNUSUAL LICHTING OPERATTONS. ATTC BELIEVFS TIVE SECON DUPATTOY oF
STGITTNG NIRS NOT ALLOW ORSEPRYER ACCURATE ESTIMATE OF OR Tre? 5

COUPSE, TEN THEPFORE MAY HAVE YRADED TOWARD HTM AND THEN FLEW AWAY
AND THEREFOR CONE WAVER CANS StsHTTIA, ATTC PERAPDS VouR ReraRT
AS OPFICTALTY COMPLETR, TN PPPLY ATOR pRcIee? ppne ROOK.
17/21327 INT, JRDWP



f
s-.UINCLASSIF \ED In reply address not the signe:

a LSAder, U. 8. Naval Base, Key
West. Florida, and reter to:

‘ U. S. NAVAL BASE
KEY WEST, FLORIDA Code 003

Ser 328

31 JUL 195
From: Commander, U. 5. Naval Base, Key West, Florida

Tos Headquarters, 454th Troop Carrier jing (4)
Miami International Airport

Niemi, Florida

(ATTINs Donald J. THOMBLY, lst Lt., USAF, Intvalligence Officer)

Subj: FLYOBRPT, Leino

Ref: (a) Hq. 456th Troop Carrier Wing (M) HIA ltr to CO NavBase
Kvest, Fla. of 20 July 1953

1. The information stated in the third paragrapa of reference (a) has
been checked with the Operations Officer at the Naval Air Station and
it has been determined that there were no aircraft in the air during

the times in question. The two local flights, SN3 and the TSM, were

cancelled and were never airborne. The transient P4Y did not arrive at

1902 on the day in question, but had arrived prior to that date. Its

final departure from the area was in the mid-afternoon of the date of

the reported sighting.

2. We were unable to determine that any aircraft with searchlights were

in the air in the Key ‘Viest area at any time close to the tine of the re-
ported sighting.

3. The information you have on the two local flights was apparently
obtained from a miaeographed flight schedule of Air Development Squad-

ron ONE. These two flights were cancelled prior to the scheduled tim
of departure.

B. H. BisARY ‘

By direction

LURES AK. pitti. abtdaltuy cp ovbsi adil
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STAMAPD FORM No. 6h NALassiFizD .

OFFICE MEMORANDUM ° UNITED STATES SOVEPNMENT

TO : Lt. Donald J. Twombly, USAF DATE: 30 July 1953
Intellicence Officer, h56th Troop Carrier wins (TM)
Mjami Tnternational Airvort, Miami, Florida

FROM : IcCdr. B. H. Berry, Legal officer, !. S. Naval Base, Key West, Florida.

SUBJECT: Aircraft directives; renvest for

1. ft would be appreciated if you would send directives regardins reporting of
these sishtings to the undersizned and to the Operations Officer, t!. S. Naval

Air Station, Roca Chica Field, Key west, Florida

/s/B.H. Berry

/t/R.H. Berry

A CERTIFIED TRU" COPY:

Portetral f low blyed
lst Lt, USAF


