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24 July 1953
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Key West, Florida

Description

Between the hours of 2200 and 2230 EST, a student at the Fleet Sonar

School, United States Naval Base, Key West, Florida, observed an uniden-

tified flying object in the sky over the town of Key West. The object

appeared to be approximately the size of a pin point or a star, very

bright white in color, proceeded repidly from low on the western sky-

line to a point directly forward and overhead. The odject then blinked

out momentarily before descending below the eastern skyline. No sero-

dynamic features, trail, exhaust, propulsion system, or sound were noted.

Speed was reported as unknown, since the observer did not know the ob-

Ject’s true size or its distance from him. The observer stated that the

object appeared to move in regular smooth circles.

Discussion

Inquiry was mite as to the observer's general reputation and

character. His supervisor in Sonar Operations stated that he had no

knowledge of the oleercver except during duty hours. The supervisor

gave him a character rating of "very good", “above reproach", and des-

cribed him as a quiet, conscientious, good student - not outstanding

but above average. ‘ihe interviewer stated that the observer appeared

to be stable, well-atjusted, and very consistent with his answers arter

considerable questioning.

The weather at the time of the observation was reported as a broken

overcast. Clouds were reported to be solid to the west where the object

@isappeared. A check with CAA office of U.S. Weather Bureau at Boca

Chica Key revealed a ceiling of 22,300 feet.

There were several aircraft in the area and one of them was equip-

ped with a searchlight. There is & probability that the observer saw

the searchlight scanning the area.

Conclusion

Other - Probably searchlight on aircraft.
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Dear Capt. Harding;

We have been so busy with the Black Hawk, S. Dakota case that

i've only just now gotten dowm to looking over the large batch of accum-

ulated reportse I must say that compared with Black Hawk, none of these

_approaches that incident in .interest. There are a few interesting sight-

ings, but on none of these is information sufficient to make a follow-up

profitable.

Of the interesting ones, the very similar sightings of 2k July and

1 August at Key West would warrent followeup if they were more recent.
—-

With present tnformation I have no suggested exolanatione
oo 2

The 25 July terrin AFB Texas also holds possible interest from the

standpoint of maneuvers and the fact they were observed from the Control

Tower and by civilians of Demison, Texas.

It is too bad there is not more information on Creola, Ala. These

Cases cover four sepacate days. There is possibly pay dirt in these.

Finally, (he Sidi Slimane sighting is definitely puzzling and will

probably have to remain on the books as unexplained.

As for the remaining 30 or so, there is so little information con-

cerning those which io net have obvious explanations that there is no per=

centage whatever {n considering them seriously.

Thus, out of the total number there are | independent sets which,
if staff and time were available, would be interesting to pursue. Personally,

I vote for sticking with the Black Hawk case until we have squeezed it dry.

I feel certain that if this case can be explained, others would follow suit.

Concerning the Black Hawk case, we are proceeding slowly out surely

with the investigation. Sclid objects are certainly indicated by the evidence.

Since the observations covered several hours and si ghtinzs were both visual
and radar, it is important, in my estimation, that we continue to pursue this

since failure to identify pinpoints a possible real weakness in our defense
=_* _ d * -~ min - tuia - » “Pr
Let r here to have a preliminary report on this case for you s00nme--* -*z =
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tified eurial ebjens at 2:0195 MAT a6 Jul 53. Sequest thet your orpauisationyerfans

the investigationeccariing to AVL 200-5.

“hte Canter was advised vy te Maxwell Ylight Service Center of tle stove sighting.
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AF FORM 112—PART Il
APPROVED ! JUNE 1948

AIR INTEL REPORT
FROM (dyency) cing In GANCS ULILSB| Aeron yo.

456th Tro Carr Wg (4) |

MIM, “ami, Florida [TAC IR=23-53 pce oF a a

1. Tevert follews of the information obtained by this office in comsliance wita

message \*O1N-ATIAB-7=<25-3 from the Comsander, ATIC, Wricht vatterson Af3. Delay ia
reperting was caused by inability to cantact the coserverdue to the sessaze Laving .

been received on Saturday, 1 August 1953, the tine comheused in arranging for 2 defi-

nite time 2nd olace for interviewing the ovserver, and ine need ior coordinating
available trensportation consistent with tre scheduled comaitments of this ding ia

; to Charleston, South Carolina. Complete cooceration wes exterred hy all leveis

of comand contacted, both sir ‘orce ani (avy, in order to insure completion of he

investissticon. Pertinent information i3 sumnoittea in the order established oy para
a . 7 oa

a. niy one object was sighted on each occasion. I* wis very oricht wiite

in color out so omall that the observer stated he could just oarely see it. It was

Tepertec t be ahent the size of 4 pin scoint or a star of ordinary size end lusainence.

YQ Aerocynanic features, trail, exhaust, orooulsion system, or sound were ooserved.

Speed was resorted ag unknown, since che ooserver did not iow the object's true size

or ite distance from him. [¢ was reported to nave traversed an nsle of 120° from
eest to cast in one and one half aninutes during the -irst si cjting on 22 July 1953

and 50° in approximately forty seconds during the second sichting on 1 ‘ugust 1953.
The object took an arved straight course, vertically, from wast to cast; nowever

lateral sancuvers were 341d to have been 2tserved on both cccasions. These saneuvers,

or changes of cours®, were described as lateral 45° angular legs, or 7ig zags, along
course and level or laterel circles. The observer vas insistent that

fnudividual short leas apoeared te be of the same sistance, duration, and at the

sane angles, and thet they varied from side to side along the vertical course. is

reperted to the interviewing officer, these chanzes in course can be aost accurately .

as the type ef course an sircraft would take in tracking a beam wrile nain-

taiming 1ltituode. ‘the circles, or turns, were cescribed as rerular, sacoti, anc all

the same radius. A grapiic descriptionof wnese zanguvers ia incluaedas inclosure

Ca

T

‘ :

». Yor 2h July and 1 4 the times of sizhtiny were recorted to be be-
‘weem. 2200 ond 2230 EST anc at 2135 UST, resvectively. Convertac to 7 tine these
soald be 9°°O to 9390 ane 0235. “The first sichting lastec “sr -cnormxisately one ane

' one Ral’ ci utea and the second Yor accoreximetely Torty seconcos. [2 oDserver's tine

| »otimates vere cneeked OY “ne interTiewsr ov Sample time seovences: “12 onserver was

onmsicters. >= Sis sstimates,

\UBSTVALLOMNS «ck ula mas Yy Toy 8B Sw 3ca pre | © ~A me} re:

©o4er""° = *6 702083 rods a> & = 2 Ci as fw 2%) "237 2S.

orver was stangdiag on me «ren of fis lanclagy’s .o.se > Ge
~o. @y s@stg coorcinaves 24° CU 4A 32° dt 4. Coserver stated that he

\ad, prior ine signtings, cetarmiaed wet tne submarine base, iey -est, and his

| _ap@laiy’s novse were on a direct north-souta lings ad that he tock mis fact inte

.eceunt when opserving the object. He stated that imucdistely upon ocserving the

gest he faced towardit amd ‘uigzed the anwle af sammmmh te ere bomen 47 ;



AF FORM {12—PART |
APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

kK).COUNTRY wad ' .

United States TAC TRedSek

‘ yeaa AIR — INFORMATION REPORT

sada REPORTED OW gu From (Aenea) Wing Intelligence Section- Key west)i 456th Trp Carr wz (M), MIA, Miami, Fla.
teeny

PREPARED BY ( Officer SOURCE

ist LP DOWALD J. TWOMBLY Military Observer
cee ge w ig: -- * i i ee a

APL 200=5, 29 April 1952, FLYOBRPT
es

; SUMMARY; (Enter concieg summeryof report. Give significence in final one-sentence paragrapa. Liat inclosures at lower left. Begin text of report on AF Form 19—Part 11.)

On 2 July and 1 August 1953 Seaman Apprentice Charles 5. De Yerrest, a student
at the Fleet Sonar Sehool, |Inited States daval Base, ‘ey vast, -lorbrit ouserved an
aerial cbject in the sy over the town of ey west. ‘The first sisting was between

2200 and 2230 EST and the secomi was at 2135 EST. ‘The object appeared to be about
- Se, ce te ” " ° y ~

‘he size of a pin point or a stamp, was vary Orig? wnite in color. ua 2) July it oree-

ceeaed rapidly from low on the western skyline to 4 scint directly Jorward and over-

aead, then blinked out immediately vefore descending below the eastern skyline. cn
i August it appeared at ine same point on the horizon but was obscured oy clouds at

the zenita of ite flight pat). No mechanical characterissics were noted. The cbdject

made regular equal chanzes in course iaterally curing ite observation out was not

observed to modify a regular arc vertically. The ciserver does not appear to ve ex-

tremely extrovert, appeared ia Ge very stadle, and cesires no puvlicity; ratner, he,

at tines, gave the indication ne wished ne had not oroucht up the natter.

This office hes no comment upon the report other than te note that the observer
appeared to have been skepticalof his own sighting and checkec it against whatever

known data were available to him with the result that he decided he had seen some

object with which he was not fmiliar.

DOWALDJ. TWOMBLY

lst Lt, USAF :

Intelligence Officer
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the interview continued and ns was conversing nore sasily at the end.

~ no time did he exhibit any «xcitement about the sichting. ‘Ie cave

the impression that jie wanted to be very exact in his onswersand ive
orectse date for all aspects of zis cbservation. ‘le steted he had not
mentioned the sighting to any newssapers and he would not trust them to

give a true version of his account, nor to oretect him from sublic .ridi-

cule. fe asked for 2nd receives cemacssion to cell tne interviewin:

o.fiecer's home, collect, in tre event he nade anowmer si ting.

°. «eather and winds aloft concitions ®4% time and olses of gichtinvs were

a3 Tollowa:

24 Juby

weather: Céiserver reported 2 “broxen overtust" which cieared up surficiently

te leave «cst of the scy clear, -louds ere Tre ortec 4s solid ‘o the vest in tne

area of the objeet's apvearance. 4 cheex yitm the Cid office of tne "3. seather

sureau at Soca Chiesa Key rewesied tne followins data: cilins 22,390 - 25,000, tain

reattered clouds; visibility ten ailes, touseratere 74° 7: cdewnotnt 72; relative
nwmidity 95%; sea lewel pressure 1016.9 ~illibars; altineter setting 30.02 inches;

station sressure 30.005; dry »«1b reading 74.4, wet bul reading 73.2; winds sast two

miles ver hours tetal sky cover five tenths, zero altocumlus at 1);,0C0 ‘eet, five
temths cirrus at 25,000 feet; two tenths of the cover opacve, three tanths transperent.

Winde eleft, in teletype secusnce, OOf02 3505 23307 3409 4351, 2517 63517 3515
33322 43209 93107 23312 43425 63216 $3127 03217. Time - 2200 IST, 9300 2.

l Aveust

s@ather: Obesrver reported @ heavy overcast stretchine from the eastern

hewigean to directly everhead. official figures are: ceiling 2009 scattered clouds,

we hunieity 68%; sea level cressure 1019.6 millibars; altimeter setting 30.10
i station pressure 30.09; dry bulb reading 87.9, wet bulb reading 79.0; winds

ry miles yer heur; total sky cover five tenths; four tenths cumulusat 2000
feat, ene tenth cirzus at 20,000 fest; all five tenths opaque. Winds aloft,in tele-

g- Wo mumal activity or comiition, neteorolorical or otherwise, was re-
er discovered waieh aizht account for <ne sightings.

official intercertion or ‘adentiliceticn acticn was taker.

+. © existemee of wy chysical ovicence of She “ivnrtinvs «as re vorted or |

a sTM . ef 2 t » -

i

Vers tA Treen Carrier ing ( ; ll cease operations at ian: #2IFnSLi ona
. LTpert., Pita, One D@gan cMerations 4% .arlestem iir -orce Lase, Joutna Cawolisa, 4s

aye Soars) eee ee ) 3 YBAR INTERVALS:
DOWNGRADEDAt TER 12 YE

ECLASSIFI iR 5200.10pans. Bexery-DOD D :
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AIR INTELLIGEN

ROM \.weney) Ging Intelligence Gilfice | wrort xo.

'5$tn Trp Carr we (M4) |

___i Aa Mims Florida |g ae? Kooks ioe
—

north-south line and that be attempted to maintain a check on tne flicht veth by this

nethed <nrougnout the observetions. cn this basis, he stated tne cbject was noticed

first ive west at approxtaately 30° abovethe horizon and immediately above the sxy
line wvnich was formed by trees surrounding the house. 1 proceeded ceneraily ive

east, except for the zsneuvers described in paragreon a above. io cstimate oi the

Gistance or height was attempted by the observer since, he stated, he did not mow

the tre site of the objest. Ue stated the object cid not travel as “ast as 4 me Leor.

The observer stated that on 2) July he was accompsnied by his wile anoS

that be called bis landlady, 4 drs. QB snd her wther, nase onknow, out of the

muse to veh the object. Onl Auzust be was Alone uhen he rirst noticed the ooject

its — . nOLSer OUG Uo Jalon Une oMject arzain.
2 Ln2 L2GivsiSe ; JUServer, -sacan

wu callee sis wite, ore. @#®, ana -
s intervicwed cre to tia

37 aeste e enlisted on ? Uetober 1752 ‘iS -arent'? lone is +) QRRee

tester. enonsylvania, om: ne lives .ich 1.15 wite 46 42. ~Laenton treet, fey «est.

ie taS Seen married coorcxi wateiy Six Nontas. .¢ 148 nO Ghisdren or cevendcents otier

than his wile. Is was born on 12 July 1731 omit is 22 tears old. iw completed two

vears of seheoling at La allw College, -Silacelonia, where ce sajorea in saglish

literature and «incred ta iai.ueaZz® and ~overmnent. ic 15 workec ..vring suamer vaca

clonms 33 a lifs guara, lite ward supervisor, ami caip coumsellor, a he was employed

in the saintehemee depeartaunt of La jails, curing his acadesic years, as a senerai

saintenance worker. ‘e is (airly fasiliar wita astronomy, ciaining to ve able tw

recognize a few major constellations, but he stated he is not interested in astronoay

23 such, being mainly concerned with the subject through his long ctamiing interest

in celestial navigation in whieh he would iixe to aake a career. jie acvyanced no

opinions as te what caused the sighting sther than that he believed he saw some tyne

| of powered aircraft with reat paneuveradility. ie furtner stated he believes "flying

sausers" «ight exist out thathe is not very concerned, aid i3 not worried, about the

ty or the phensmena. ‘le was empnatie in declaringthe object did not recen-

cle mm sirereft lending licht but that it did resemble m aircraft ruming light ani
that, antil he obeerved the erretic course, he believed it was tre tail ruming licht

of on > in the summer of 1949, mile he was a| : :

3 | : : :

1953 ne attempted to telephone the Kaval Sase at <ay sest amd tne \avaiAir =tation

% Boca Chica Key but both lines were musy. ‘ie then calles “he “AP +o rsvort the

'cTiemting. ‘(t that time, be stated, ne ceara the CAP operator interrupt tae conversa=

»
)

| - Be was
' =u aseribedthe sighting
| sun

|
, viem to «ace a weather report -6rt oF .iich was "ceiling 1500". Ter receiving a

ovlld vernal remriaancd cc sane nimt [rom Gre Officer of “16 Jay or (se tfleer of

2 Cuara ©t une Sonar Jenool far failure % scersist in his «efforts io contaet trat

Tice. ‘.6rtad ‘the ugust simiting ctrectly to the Sonar 1004 ime as ine

reere rmaation would be -asaed on +b 1e ler ; f 7.2 5.858.

Pr. 3 eV Les a? ee Fw 1 ao, Oe cor 2 at “Oo jel /

-$.@0Z8 2. Qoeerver eXc#ot Guriag Guty ions. 2& suvercviser i

‘Ve Aim a character rating ol “very cea" ‘above reorvech® amc ;

Scrll@a aim @S quiat, soasclentisus, a joouw Stusent - aet out-

Sisading dub ateve sveraye. To ‘his interviewer soserver appeared

to og stable,well adjusted, poised, but at first «xtremealy reserved

ond wouldnet elaborate on-niz answera except in response te per-
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