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On 17 August 1953 an unidentified flying object was sighteu over SouthCentral

france (aprx 1715N/04308), by two pilots of the 55th Fighter Somber Squadro
n,

20th Fighter Somber wing, 2n route to the UK from home, Itaiy.

*exrsons interviewed who observed the object were:

Captain Walter 0. Center, A 732153
lst Lt. Thomas %. Cairney, AO 1909691

Seth observers are considered reliable, experienced pilots.

=~

“go other alr traffic was «xnown ts bo in the same voneral area at the time or

the sighting.

No unusual weather conditions prevailed at the tine of the sluhting.

{nspeetion of flight charts of the location discloses several oronibited areas

tn the vicinity of the sianting. It is considered likely that experimentation

taking place in those arses say (ave ceen observed by the two pilots.
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STATBNDNE

On 1.7 August 1953, we, Captain Walter 3. Center, AO 722153, and lst Lt.

vhomas 'N. Cairney, AO 1909691, USAY, members of the SSth Fichter Comber Squadron,

departed Cimwnpinoe Airfield, sire, italy at 1717Z wits a flight of two FSkc aircraf
t

‘

on a routine navigational proficianey flignt tg wethersfield MAP Station, Mm
gland.

About 22202 over the avorxinate position of h7LSN/Ow30S (SonthCentral Fra
nce},

ernising altitmde 36,500 feet, magnetic heading 320 degrees, we observed on 
uriden=

ified serial object nine o'clock high to our flight path, in a sontowesterly

direction. ha position of tee sun at tais time was approximately 20 to 30 degrees

above the “orison

With sity conditions in this area clear and visibility unlimited, the initial
sighting wis very distinc~. toe objeet appeared to be orilliant, shining white ia

color, round or spherical (1 ©1408, with no sign of smoke, contrail, ste. (tne

Light aposared to originates crow within the object).

Seeause of the unususi «)srance and altitude of this object, we altered
 our

flight oath for a closer .~. «+» this tine we increased our mower setting to 100s
pm, approaching the obje . oaximum indicated air speed (.32 macn) on an approx=

imate heading of 20 degres-. ‘ix minutes later we passed under the object at

0,000 feet. Considering »r speed and the time consumed, together with the apparent,
lack of horizontal motion of we object, we calculated is to have been about 50 miles
distant at the initial sizn ii. (Cy the rate of horisontal closure we astimate

d the

object to ce at an approx'*+'« shtitude of 55,2900 to 50,000 faet, and 75 to 100 feet

in digmeter.

We nace three 360 decx+ :ireles under the object, climbing out to 413,000 feet.

Yhere was very little appa:~* leerease in the distance of cur sevaration, and little

or Be movementof the object. “rom all points of ohservation there was 10 change

in appearance. On our finsi >assage under the object at 45,000 feet, the glowing

white light, slightly less ‘han a magnesium flare or arc velding liznt in intensity,

appearedto separate into ‘ Lightsof equal sise and brilliance,

The total length of observation of the object was apyroximately 15 minutes, at

waieh time we were forced to leave due to shortage of fuel.
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