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(i) ELLIPTICAL SHAPED LIGHT APPEARING ON PHOTO NEG

f
A(2) TAhKei GOMETIME BETWEEN 2215 AND 2215 PDT 3 SEPIS3. ) | :

(3) TAKEN BY SPEED GRAPHIC CAMSRA ON F22 UNATTENDED EXCEPT FOR OPENING

SUUTTIER AT 2815 AND CLOSING AT 62615 AAS POT 3S SEPISS.

€4) CAMESA ON TRIPOD 49 FT AEOVi TERRAIN ON TOP OF MODEST 38E NEWSPAPE

BLDG IN CTR OF MODESTO, CALIF. ELLIPTICAL LIGHT iS APRA 1e DEG ELEV ON

(5) PICTURE TAKEN BY R:iLIABLE NEWSPAPEX PHOTO, EX USAF 1ST LT NAV.Pars
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| Wing Intelligence 2 3

Castle AY Base, California

l. The preparing officer in company with an OSI agent and a Castle AF Base PIO

representative drove to Modesto, California on 3 September 1953 to view a photograph
showing an unidentified elliptical shaped light.

2. The reason given for taking the picture was that Mr. QUUSENSSIRR, Modesto

See newspaper photographer, and Ti a reporter for the same paper saw a
yellowish white light at 1945PDT 3 september 1953. The light seemed to be about 10

degrees abovs the horizon in the direction of Modesto tirvort. They said it appeared

to remain stationary as thay drove a distance of about one mile “ast where it vanishea

from view. They believed it was an aircraft with landing lizht on flying the upwind

leg at Modasto Airport. Nevertheless, Sm took his camera to the newspaver Suilding
and set it up on the roof in the direction he believed he had seen the light. He left

his camera unattended with the shutter oven for about four hours. lis developed the

film on 3 J+otember 1953. ‘vhen he noticed the elliptical light and could not explain

it, he called Castle A? Jase.

a. The following are the details surrounding the unexplained eliipticai

light on the negative:

{1) De : One elliptical shaped light in a nearly horizontal
attitude.

(2) s Sometime between the hours of 2020 to OOLSPDT,

Sept 953.

(3) Mannerof vbservation: iixposure was made with a ‘peed Graphic
camera set on £22 and unattended excent for opening and closing

the shutter,

The camera was located on top of the Modesto

is approximately at 19 degrees elevation and on a bear-

ing of WF degrees.

(5) Ident Fria tafermation of obeerrere: There is no estimateof the
sighting since the camerawas unattended. Photo—

grapher RGGI, is an ex-First Lieutenant USAP iavigstor.

(6) Weatherand Winds: The sky was clear, slight hase near the horizon,
ana wind 12 «nots from 335 iegrees,

on shich bight Account for the Jizhting: Ses
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\Larca@otica: cone,

ix Brartic ia irea: Civil defmse ground ooservers on duty during

the time exposure noted what they believed was a small aircraft with

Landing light om flying the traffic pattern at Modesto iirvort de-

tween 2215 and 2230PDT, 3 September 1953.
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- FLYOBarT

Modesto, California Hq, 93d Bomb ‘iing, Castle 4?3, California

(11 September 1953 3 September 1953 76 }

‘Major Roy =. Gudith Various civilians

TP 933w (s), CDCI 5120

Forwaried herewith is a photograph showing an ellictical shapsd light. The

photo was made at night from the top of a building in hodesto, California. The

camera was criented towards the Sast and was left wnattendei for four hours excert

for opening and closing the shutter, <A civil defense ground observer crew noted an

aircraft with a landing light on fly the traffic pattern at Modesto iirport several

times during ths interval that the exposure was made. It is the oninion of the

Preparing Officer that the elliptical light on the photo negative is the result of

the-flash of an aireraft landing light.

ROY S. GUDITH ,

Majer, USAF

Wing Intelligence Officer

poy
1. Photograph (6 cys) 6+
2. ‘ap of Hodeste; Calt?. alee

cation of observers (1 cy)
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Castle AF Base, California 3 3

3. Commentsof Preparing Officer: It is the opinion of the prsparing officer

that the elliptical light in the photograph is the flash of a landing light of an
aircraft flying in the vicinity of Modesto Airport. This conclusion is based on

statements of observers and the coincidence of the northwest orientation of the run-

way and its location. The runway was 43M from the observers and 25M from the
camera. ee map, inclosure 2,



flying in the vicinity o Modesto Airport. Civil Defense ground

observers on duty during she time exposure noted what they believed

was a small aircraft with landing light on, flying the traffic

pattern at Modesto Airports between 10:15 pm - 10:30 pm, PDT,
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The conclusion is based on the statex

the coincidence of the northeast orientation of the runway and its

location. The minway was 45 NM from the ovservers and oun
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MODESTO, CALIFORNIA

3 SEPTEMBER 1953

A newspaper photographer and a news reporter, for the same

paper, saw a yellowish white light at 7:45 p.m, PDI, 3 September 1953.

The light seemd to be about ten degrees abova the horizon in the

direction of te Modesto Airport. The witnesses said it appeared to

remain stationary as they drove a distance of imewk one mile East

where it vanished from view. They believed it to be an aircraft with

landing ligat on flying the upwind leg at Modesto Airport.

[he news yootographer took his camera to the newspaper building

and set it up on the roof in the direction he velieved he oad seen

the light. de J«'* nia camera unattended with she shutter open for

about four hours. ‘+ developed the film on 3 September 1953. When

he noticed the eliiptical light and could not explain it, he called

Castle Air Force jase,

The exposure «« «ade with a speed graphic camera, set on f22 and

unattended except ‘or opening and closing the shutter. The exposure vas

maGe sometime between 3:20 p.m. 3 September and 00:15 am, 4 September.

The camera vas lonated about 40 feet above the street and ortented Mast.

The geographic location is 37.3648 - 121.00W. ‘The elliptical light is

approximately at ten degree elevation and on a bearing of ninety

degrees.

it. is the opinion of the preparing officer ‘nat the eliintical

light im the photograph is the flash of a landing lignt of an aircraft

|
|



flying in the vicinity of dedesto Airport. Civil Defense ground

observers on duty during the time exposure noted what they believed

was @ small aircraft with ianding light on, flying the traffic

pattern at Modesto Airport between 10:15 pm = 10:30 pm, PDT,

3 September 1953.

The conclusion is based on the statements of the observers and

the coincidence of the northeast orlentation of the runway and its

location. The runway was 43 NM from the observers and 245 1M from the
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