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- Wing Intelligzence 2 3
Castle AP Base, California |

1. The preparing officer in company with an O3l agent and a Castle AF 3ase PIO
representative drove to Modesto, California on 8 September 1553 to visw a photograpn

showing an unidentified elliptical shaped lizght.

2, The reason given for taking the picture was that Mr. (WIENNNUERSSNRE Modesto
3ee newsvaper photographer, and HA a reporter for the same paper saw a
yellowiash white light at 1945PDT 3 ‘eptember 1953. The light seemed to be about 10
degrees a0cvs the horizon in the airection of Modesto ‘irport, They said it appeared
to remain stationary as thay drove a distance of about one mile -ast where it vanishea
{rom viaw, They beliesved it was an aireraft with landing lizht on flying the upwind
leg at Modasto ‘irport. hwertholus,- took his camera to the neswspaper bduildinz
and set it up on the roof in the direction he believed nhe had seen the liznt, e lalt
nis camera unattended with the shuttsr orven for about four hours., ''e daveloped tLhe
film on 3 entember 1953, +hen he noticed the elliptical light and cculd not =xglain

i%, he cailad Castle A7 Lase,

a, The following ir9 the details surrounding the unexplained eliiptical
1light on ths negative:

(1) De

: Une #lliptical shaped lizght in a nsarly horizental

attitude.

i Jometime between the hours of 2020 to O0L5PDT,
“apt 953.

(3) Manper of vbservation: ixposure was made with a peed Craphies
camera set on f22 and unattended axcent for opening and closing

the shutter,
The camers was locsted on top of the Modesto

J
m, about 40 fset a.qvo the lt.q-c, and oriented

Zast. The geographis location is 379383 N - 121900 W. The ellip-
tiecal light is approximately at 19 degrees alevation and on a bear-
ing of 90 degrees.

Wz There is no estimate of the
sigzhting since the camera was unattended. rhoto-
grapher I 15 an ex-First Licutenant USAP Navigstor.

Westher and Winds: The sky was clear, slizht hase near the horison,
wna wind 12 mots from 135 legrees,

(2)

(4)

on shicn dznt ‘ecount for thae luanti

A
1 - . q ‘- .y = % - ’ . -‘ ‘_1 ' ¥ .'. "o,
 ysigal vidsnce: otozrarh made by Castia AFB rhoto Lab from
[N Y O R T R T B W B e 0 e
_ - - _'l‘ .= =
te - A » = ’

LVe® 0ANAG O7 UN<e Nawlranar, LALLM 15 LOCLO3UMe L.

A St | PRAET PIN LIS,

2F s  LAViL daianse round 2J8ervers on Juty Juring
Lhe time axposure noted what they Delisvead was 3 small aircraft with
' the traffic pattern at Modesto \irvort de-
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‘ dodesto, California Hq, 93d Bomb iing, Castle A73, California
11 Septamber 1553 3 _actember 1953 P=b |
Major Roy Z. Cudith Various civilians

T 933w (), ODCI 5120

Forwaried herewith is a photograph showing an ellistical shapad light., The
photo was maue at night {rom the top of a building in lcdesto, California, The

a‘-'l waz crimnted towards the ast and was laft unatienaed for 2w hours s.ccact

to# opening and closing the shutter, A civil delense ground cbserver crew notad an

\
d.T.ﬂlt with 3 landing light on fly the trafflic pattern at iodesto \irport sevsral

u*- during ths interval that the exposure was made, It i3 the orinion of the
Ufficer that the elliptical light on the photo negative is the result of
-flash of an aireraft landing light.

,.P/

1. F“hotorrach (8 cys) (e
2. ap of Hodeebey Calif, shodn.

ei1tion of observars (1 cy)
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Castle AF Base, California 3 >
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: It is the opinion of the preparing officer

Scoments of "roparing Officer
that the alliptical light in the photograph is the flish of a landing light of an
alrcralt flying in the vicinity of liodeste Alirport. This conclusion is based on
statament s of observers and the coincidance of the northwest oriantation of the run-

way and its location. The runway was L3ziM from the observers and 2.%¥ fiom the
camera., ..2@ map, inclosure 2.




flying in the vicinity o Modesto Airport. Civil Deflense ground
obsaervers on duty durins the time exposure noted what they belleved
was a small aircraft wits landing light on, flying the traffic
pattern at Modesto Airport between 10:15 pm - 10:30 pm, PUT,
3 Septemoer 1453,

The conclusion i3 based on the statements of the oguservers and

the coincidence of the northeast orientation of the rinway and
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¥CDESTO, CALIFORNIA
3 SEPTEMBER 1953

A newspaper photog:apher and a news reporter, for the same
paper, sav a yellowish white light at 7:45 p.m., PDI', 3 September 1353.
Toe lizht seemd to be about ten degrees abovy the horizon in the
direction of the Modesto Airport. The witnesses zaid it appear=d to
remain staticnary as thogir drove a distaace of about one mils Zast
irheres 1t vanisghed from view. They belleved it t5 be an alrocmaftc with
landing ligat on (lying the upwind leg at Modesto Alrport.

(he naws ponotogrspher took his camera Lo Lhe newspaper building
and sef it up on ‘he roof 1o tae direction he belisvaed he nad seen

the light. de !./'* nis ‘'smera unattended with t“he shutter cpen for

about four hours. = deaveloped the film on 8 September 1553. When
he noticed the elliiptical light and could not explain it, he called
Castles Air Force jase.

The exposure «»» mde with a speed graphic camera, set on 22 and
unattended except ror opening and closing the shutter. The =xposure vas
made sometime between 3:20 p.m. 3 September and 00:15 am, 4 September.
The camers vas lonated about 40 feet above the street and ortented East.
The geographic location is 37.384N - 121.00W. The elliptical liznt is
approximately at ten degree elevation and on a bearing of ninety
JaZrees.

it i3 the cpinion of the 2reparing officer Lhat (he »llivtizal

' 3 slad . 3 » 3 - 3 .« ! . ) - g = . r 2 ¥ ™ ey P
.izht in the photograph is the flash of a landing liznt of an aircraft

- " i — i - ——
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flying in the vicinity of dodesto Airport. Civil Defense ground
cbservers cn duty during the time exposure noted what they believed
vas & small aireraft with ianding light on, flying the traffic
rattern at Modesto Alrport between 10:15 pm -« 10:30 pm, PIT,
3 September 1953.

The conelusion is based on the statemeants of the cbservers apd

the ccincidance of the northeast oriantaticn of the runway and its

location. The runway was 43 MM from the cbservers and 25 MM from the

SaNAra.
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