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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORC|

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

WASHINGTON

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL, USAF

STH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE. OHIO

IN REPLY REFER To:59D 24-21 2 November 1953

SUBJECT: 7STA,
Rawinsonde Balloon Reported as

Unidentified Aerial Object

Lowry Air Force Base

1935 hours, 19 October 1953

SPECIAL INQUIRY (Aerial Object)

TO: Comnander

Air Technical Intelligence Center

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base

Ohio

ATTN: ATIAS-20

1. Attached for your information is one (1) copy of report of
investigation by Special Agent CHESTM A, CUMMINS, 14th OSI District,
file 24-155, dated 31 October 1953, subject as above,

2. Investigation was initiated by the District Commancer, 14th

OSI District, Lowry Air Force Base, predicated upon information re=

ceived from the Airdrome Officer on 19 October 1953 to the effect that

four (4) airmen had reported an unidentified aerial object over Lowry
AFB at approximately 1935 hours, 19 October 1953.

3- No further investigative action is contemplated, and the files
of the 14th OSI District are considered closed,

4. Attention is invited to the provisions of AMR 124-1 which pro-
hibit release of classified information to unauthoriz rsons.

1 Incl GEAGE T. KOCH, JR
ROI, DO #14, ata 310ct 53

D strict Commancer
ec: Dir. OSI w/o incl

DO #14 (24-155) w/o ine
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION SaSTSR de CUWMINS. 3/4
TITLE ~ "REPORT MADE AT x:

Rawinsende Yalloon Reported as —Do_fdyLowey AVR, Solos
Unidentified Aerial Object

1938 hours, 19 October 1953 ss . oe
= m > Aer

| STATUS

+ ee oa se— eae & _ -~ = 616653... PEE Sapa 222 Os+ Os0O—e-
CHARACTER

REFERENCE
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thanthkne. be icciasepy OF Invagtins sted : “9p 30,

ot portans, Tstv9 information

Iavestigation initiated by District Conmander. our aimmen reported uwaidenti-

fied aerial object over Lowry 473 to the Alrdrome Officer at approximesely 1935
hours, 19 Oetober 1953. Statements obtained from aimmen reflect they saw a
light noving erratically aercas the sky. Light was visible amproximataly toa
to twelve minutes and turned alternateiy brignt white and yellowish, and was
noving from a southerly dirsction across Lowry Av3B. Light olreular in shave

and amitted no seund. Radiosonde Segtion of the Li-4 eather Detachment con-
firmed releasing a Rawinsonde Zallooa over lowry 473 at 1928 hours, 19 October
1933, te whieh was attached a light for tzcking purposes. Jiadiosoade Jection
raleased another balloon at 0100 hours 20 Vetober 1953, which was observed and
had characteristics of reported object. iiing A-2 Officer, Iowry A?3, rersonally
advised of inclesed information.
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Le this tavestigation waa iaitiated by the Cistrieh Commander, sredioated

ite iaforantica cecesived fra ibe 4izrdsoane OFTi ger on 19 Onotober 13545 to tue

alteot that four aimen bad reported aa unidentified vertal odieet ovary Lowy

Ze this iuvestiuation was sonducted by Soweial a.ceata JON Ge CASPRALL

and OTP Ge GaTToe

$e nb 2033 hours, 19 Oatober 1353, ipeoial cieak CP EsLL, Duby Ageub, om

cvived a telephone call from lat LE LORARD Le ALAKT, 19 7R4203, 3415tha Lic nse

upd, Alxérome OfTicer.on 139 Scteber 1955, in wale he stated that foer airmen

had reperted to him tit trey tad seen a flyfaz saucer ot 1935 hours this date.

LS sak? fupataned Speeial Agent CcaPSSTZ wItk sotes he Sed taken from the ain

ga tehiek inaluded theiy names, ranks, serial numbers aad organizations. x=

corpte from theese notes ure as folloms:

*/3 DAVID Ge SOURA, 47 18 403 519,

MB7ta Jhudeat isuadres

if5O Timbi So ANTRTA, AF LO 469 398

24370 “Yucew Squadma

i Aces ie VAR GICLIUN, TR-, a? 29 63) 255

Se4le% Jbudent Jauadron

4/20 WILLIAM Ge JONZ3, AV 13 433 727

UMOLR utadem Squadma

* ,tgmaa JON sighted Pirst while walking clonse Jaw other three mtion-

tag toward odjecte Ali four cot together and watered. Cdiset (Licht) noviag
vorp orratioally, sterpiag, starting up aad down, fading rory slowly, visidile
for approximately five niautes waile Light Srizht and yellowiten. nea first
ataated wes oxtremely vright, sorta of Lewy 2 and Yelew slonis. odoiect

atevped and hovered. jeened % make very slight owremente Appeared ta Se quite

low over Lowry moving ia northerly direction. io dafinits shen, J2st 2 Lliazkt

vhieah 4dié 20% change sheave. [ast saw odject. atsnonaur to “orthieaste Unwarad

37iral noted when disacpeared. “owed atraizat cerns sky.”

te Ab appaecitnately 2250 hours, 13 “ctober 1953, the anyve sic: ore

sumanned ta tls O55 of ftee shears tiey oxeouted atotameata sotting forth their

roeepllectioa of the inetdente The body af these atatements are sut forth er

Labim herewita:

1? Sebober 1953

"T, DAVTD Se POwsa, 4/3, AY 13, 403, 619, ZAd7th Jtudent Jouadren, lawry
833, Colervade, hereby state that JOHN G. CAaPAALL bes identified himsel? to 2a

oO eRenR MR yerie LattePa er Ryge -eeem mE



ag a Speetel, Agea’® of tre Office of creetal Investigation, United States alr

Forge, and that [ do hereby yolantartiy sad of wy own Cree yt ll cake the follow

{og otatewanab without baving boven subjected to any coercion, unlawful {n?luence

or unlewful inducement, and without any promise of srward, veneftt or any Le
nanity haviag been made te me:

*s% approximately 1940 hours 19 Getoder 195 Almaamn JAN 49 6. ANT came

inte tap lewey <8 coufsterta and named ime $9 gome outalde and lw me OwnM4 2g

for swe te 300 before 1% sot unaye © went outside ord .trmen Yan 37 CLN vee

potatiag up tate the sky and i looked up sad 3aw “hat arpeared to be a lich
below tie cbouds whiah were at avout 1560,000 feet. fhe light looked at Cirst

aize &@ distant sharp, clear wtrest light, of a whitisaA olor with a olizhs

yollewisa caste {t did uot Plisxer or shiamer but resalned a steady “itznt.

1%. jaeked very tiny but very cluar ond yory Drignt out esseared 49 be ot 2 ee
readous distance. It appeared to be moving very slowiaz '2 an axomxisate nom

therly direction from a southaerly-soutreest direstiou. The light anreared to

vaaiah a& about 7% degrees slevation when figuring 30 deerses a4 belar dime

ly overhead. It appeared to de following a sniraling course, 20% a herd plansed

spiral but one nere of a haphagard drifting sziral witout direction. [4 am
poared te comein fa a cuall ceation of the aky before it disarpesred, fading

slowly from views. I observed to yiolant jerks onjy a Gild wobolinw [ heard
no sound wiatecever ond did no cast aay Licht on the crowund, T vaw the Light

foe avproxizately fur wisutes myself. I did not soe nny seaablange Of shape

iis’ 1% appeased toe be aa alraraft light in intensity and brilllasee but such

tieallare <I saw nO other stars tn the rartieulur area of sky in which the ad

j1ob wee, thers appeared to be depth to the light loaasmuen as it aid not vary
ta brilliaage when passing clouds saudded over it. i du not taink 14 ves a

otar or aad ulrplanee ihe sky rae broken with clouds drifting about; tha moon

sas brtlifant and appecred to be due southwest of tas »2bject at a 75-30 deares
alLowutiane

“l am 13 years of aes and have been fa tae Usa? sizace Jareaa 1353 atudy ing

gqnerm repair aad wlectrmonica..

“f further state that I have read this entire statement, initialed ail the

rages and worrections and signed this statement, ond that it {2 eorrest and
trueo8 wri ttene

o taal
Subeertded and sworn to before me, a persoa cuthorized hy law

to odw§aister cabha, thia l9th day of Cotober 1955 at “oery AP,

Colera dae

dof Jom 9Combe
(. iganbure of persoa adalat stert ag outa



Statement’ of Af AVTRIs

"Lowry i> cores Taaa@, colerads

19 Satedver 1953

" ie J died Loe AUTRE ne JG, ced 19439 u98, 342 7th Thudent JeMed roa, LevaTy

tS Calerade, heweby otate that JOHN ©. Caw? SOL hag identified hiaselt te ce

as a Jpeeial .gemt of tae UTfize of Jwelal lavestizations, United Jtatea Air

voree, aad taat i do hereby roluntarily aad of =y om frve wlll onke the Solio

'og atatemeath without having 2~ea nubjestead 40 any qersion, ualawil !afluerce

oy Valanfsl indueement, aad without any crmise of reward, senef{4, or aay te

munity having bwen made %o ca:

“T was leaving tle service Club at Lowry 2, Uolerado, with A 3/S Yan SIClium

at about 1930 hours 19 Coteber 1555 whea Vad SiCLis omiatad a ligne in the sy

out ta m@e The ligs® was to the laft of the onea sad Selow ite ‘The sooa was

aliowady part way up 18 the oxy tub it wasa't Dally risen. = thought that [5

Light looked Lice aa alralaae Light but thea 1% dawned %” ow that alrolaneLiane

blink aad tals was a obeawy ligzat, “ind of a yellowish-ehitee ‘Lhe 1145% acpeared

to towvel at 4 rapid opend toward the north. i don't have any idea as te Lhe

agbual belekt of the Light or tta syeed. [29 Licht slowed down «nd cave %o 4

complete stay ta tae left aad above the mona, but dida’t oross the 00a where ve

could get a glimpse of what it wase §¢ made a cor of half gireles [ don't recall

nhiee dtrectiona, but started sort n-enst aad tbwa galaed albitude 4a a spimiiag

nobies and kept {a that mottoa vatil 16 faded out of Biakte 1% stayed cree

in oar aiznt abet 19 or 13 niomtese fa the tim we first saw 1% until it dizas

oaapede the eandities of the axy waa ilabs gloudy with saay viaay ratadms of

eye i didn’t hear any sound at ail from the obiset sad did aot send any lias

to the grouade. A411 16 lonked lize to me vas Just a dleb of Light it ° can't

“acount for what it was, I's pretty sure 1t mwa't an airplane thoush “hile

we were watehing the light esotler .iimman nased JON«S walled Dy and asked us

vhat® we were loekiag 14 and we told hin the light up im the skye Sa said that

he saw the same light come over trae borizem and had followed it with ‘us syos

te tte presest pesition. I veat and got Alsman [O4 253 trom the cufsteria dure

tng time we first saw tbe Licht and be joinedwe in »mtening it und ceiled the

Airdpame Officer and reperted it after it disappeared.

"Tt om 17 yeare of aze and have been in tbe I3ay since April 1953 and dave
bees studying vlectronies at Lowry 4/3 ainse suguat 1253.

“f{ farther astete that T have read this eatire atatenect, initialed ail the

~agee and corrections aad sigsed ta14 statezent, ead that 1% is sorrest acd Urue

ad written.

fal ssf38 Sane 5 Axtbris

,\iignaturs

2.346 9398
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" cubsertibed and srern to before ce baig

LIt@ cay of Catobver, 1953, at Lowry

23, “olarado, a perena authorized

by law te sdmiaister cathae

clgaature of persea adalaistering cata

Stetemen’ of A/S56 VAN J1GLd TRes

* LORML ATR YORCR Bags, (HO LGRADO

13 osteaer 1355

iy RSM Le Vall SToldl, AC, AY 28051265, 7441lsat tudent dcuadron, ‘ovr

Atty Forse Lase, Colorade, twreby state thab JOM Oe GaaP Dall hes fdentified him

velf to ne of 4 jneolal .gent of the CP Pise of Smsvoial ‘avestizabions, United

States air Foros, aad that [ do horeby yoluatarily and of sy own frees will sake

tie fnliewlog statement without having been subjected to aay coeroton, unilawfal

iaflasesee or unlawfal indicenect, sad without, aay preadse of rowird, beaafit or

@ay iscmunity having Seen aude to 19:

“ob averoxiaately 1355 hours 12 Oct 53 I came cut oflervice Claud 3 2%

Lowry #3 .2 Out of toe door facing south. <9 | came out [ looked ap toward

the aky and vaw a bright object wjleh looked te de a very dbrieht star which we

momatiag tate the skye If thoucht 1% was moving because { tas coving dus whea

I sentioned {t ta way maddy, 4 0 J-Ni3 ANTRIM he sald te atop and see if tt

still sewed. ii@ stopped and {t kent toying. “@ watehed tlhe object and ts

pounted to a polat where [% appeared to be directly above va at which time the

object stepped and just stayed where it was. 43 we vatened tie object for a

Low «4 sutes 16 bexaa to ~ove avain slowly in 4 xertheaaterly direatioa and then

is stenped agaia and 4 3 ASTRO ran over te the eafsterta and zoe Airman [OVERS
out te lnok ab ite Je all Inoked at tae objedt for« few minutes while the ob-

joe mowed orratioally sround ana then {t stayted to slimb. At about this tize

another Aizmman wham I delicye to de razed JNN23 gure up to 18 and askad we tf

we were looking at the odject at which he wes locking and we reviled that ve

vere ve wutehed the object uxtil {% finally disappeared from sight straisnt

up ia tee alee Safsre it dia disaypear howver, 1% did some tricky mansuvertag

fathe skye I blinked «zy vyes as it started to disapsesr and then looked at
the odbjeot agaia at which time it arpenred to De tz objects but as my syes ree

Dveused oa te object £ could see treat it was just one. The solor of the object

appeared to be 4 white light. i did not hear any sound whatsoeverand © haves 19

{idee ag to the helgbt of the chbject ta tne sky but {1% wes Alzh and 1% was {2 tue

aye it did nok appear to bo leaving auy tralia and [ could ant. see the any use

tall of the object ag to its outline, ibap or frum. .ltovetacr the oh leat,

otuyed ia the yieliaity »leven ainutes. The time I imow because i sheoked vy

vateh when I first saw the cpject and when {t dizavpeared from zy view. The

ovjeet did not appear te shed ang light om the cround or biildingse ‘the sky

UNCLASSIFIEDra)



we o-

Rey Lay Pere ye 1D

was clear ab the time and toe reo wes 1a the process of risiog ue T de cob

reomll that i> wae hizge ia the aky at ihe time. Arter the object ilaapneared

+9 the nosha, apparently straight up la the sky, sistaa > Sts called thre Li~

coeee OPfieer and ceported whet + had s4enme

“2 aa 13 years of one aad bays been ja the Uso! cines Jarek 1993 atudyiag

»rlegtroniese

“IE Parther state that i ture coed this antire staterent, tnitialed oll the

pages aad corrections and sighed tala atutexect, und that if is oerreet and true

cs vrittede

ai L, Jan .iglen ir

ing (Jigmature) 25451265

harne4

oubpeertdbed and sworn to before ma, a persea cutharized by jaw to

gdaiaister cathe, this Leta day of Getober 1353 at Lowry 473, cols

fxf Jos G Caapbell mete

(.cismature)

Jtutemeat of a/30 JON:

* Lowy ./3, Goleraide

19 Detover 1953

a3, Colerudo hereby state that JOHN Se CasPSsLL how tdentifiad Aimself to me as

& Jpecial agent of the Ofrice of ipeetal inveatizations, United States sir Yoree,

ou that I jo hereby voluntarily and of :y own fase will cake the Pollowing

statesent without haviag seen subjected to any coercton, walaniil taflueace or

wf{lawful Ladueement and withouk any promise of rewari, Senefit, or any ivmunity

havtag been nade toe 38:

"28 about 1935 hours 19 Sotebser 1953 I we ab Lowry 2 nenr the carkiog

lot ceveas from the service Club, only on the far ami of the marking Lot, tiv

soubhereasud of ite Cf yma walking castand {ust above the horizon I saw a

waltisaeyellow ligat whieh appeared to cet drighter 18 1t <A” closer and asmeared

to comp towardme ata rather ranid apesde 1 entered {% aa | vnlced “ast and

tiea timed wosth by the “ave Theatre ;2 and before | cot to the Theatre the

o> Jeet anpeered to be very brizht ond apreared to stand statiomry adove eo, aad

then awa I started te walk off tae light suddenly took of? from a atandgtill,

moyiag alowly, -ained speed and then stovped tend. It apeared to make 4 slight

turn te the Joubhe hen the Light ftrst stenoed in tke gay * onimuwan Aiman

ceria, VAN LCL aah 70452 alse wataniag the objeat. noticed chat the Lizht

appeared to cove 12 a spiraling motion, 4 sigesacgiag smpeuver when it sovnd

toward we when I first saw it. I[ didn’t hear any noise whatsoever. The sky
vam Cleudy with some broken places and the 2o0a while nob oright was " blurry”.

UNCLASSIFIED
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the light did not vend any Ligh to tie ground und hea 1% iisapceared {4 spnear 44

to fade away as iteappeared ta rise. ff don’t believe !t vse sa airplane or otar

nor dia i cee aay atare ia the sane place [ saw the light.

°l wm 16 yeere of age and have buen [a the Uiay since Jentaender 1988 «ad

aa ebudyilag yweavons-nechnaioa.

“{T Sarther state tiat£ bevs read this set'!re stutanant, initialed all the
cagee and correct ions and signed this statesent, and thet14 19 correct and true

us vettteme

/af Af Ublltem 3 Sones
3 ChaTTas

Subseri bed ahd aworn to befere me 9 ~ersen authertsed by law to

adm atater sathe, this 19th fay of Cetober 13935 at Lowry ..:3,

Cale zadoe

lal Jona& Cay bail oe

Jigasiurm of parson ON aE on ta
SOL Oe ; BRS 4 {to}

jhe ortgtaald aopiea of thea above atstementa are betag retained in the flees
ef this wiatrist Office aad will be made avellindle pos aabtoritabive roqusste

ata rvy. poe

5B. «% 0100 hears, 30 “eteber 2953, ipwelal Aves’ C wP4siLL telephoaleally

contacted the imdlosoade Jeebion, 11-4 ‘esther Detachment, Lowey if Gase, to
nsgeettain vhether they released a weather ballesa. A/1s BOMKAT EOGAd, AV 15 364

471, om duty at the mdiesonie Jeation, advised tins at 1928 hours, 19 October

1983, Rawingoade balloon with a yellovish licht hanging fma it for treeking

purposes was nent up from the South part of Lowry iF Bese. Ia addition, !0cAy

Stated thet another delloon had just been sant ube Swotal furent CAP 3.5L wert

outside the vulldiag and saw a fiieksrtag whitiah ligt higa in the sky ia tie

“OPthwest arene <t ton appearedta change color slightly and to gyrate aboud

the skp £2 a aeell arene CAstPSSLL called the weather station for a beariag and

tiay sonfirsed his observation us to tie light being that attached to the bale

lvane

Ge Ca 20 Oetober 1955, Special gent GT? Ge RaTSS perennally advised

Captais Wallac’ Le CAILHSLL, 40 228078, Ae’, S415ta Technical Traiaiag ‘itag,

of tas Laforaatian >caseesed by this oF fice.


