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AIRWAYS AND AIR COMMUNICATIONS S2RVICE

Detachment 1907-2 (1907th AACS Sq)
Norton Air force Base, California

4 November 1953

SUBJECT: U. S. Air Force Technical Information Sheet

TO: COMMANDER

Air Technical Intelligence Center

Wright-Patterson AF Base, Ohio

ATIN: ATIAB=5

1. Submitted herewith is U. S. Air Force Technical Information

Sheet with information regarding an unidentified aerial phenomenon

observed by a control tower operator for Norton Air Force Base.

2. Pictures of the object were taken by the tower operator

and the film is being forwarded to your Headquarters this date.

1 Incl Mee F Epes c
as stated Capt., USAF

Detachment Commander



U. & AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION SHEET

This questionnaire has been prepared so that you can give the U. S. Air Force as much

infermation as possible concerning the unidentified aerial phenomenon that you have observed.

Please try to answer as mony questions as you possibly can. The information that you give will

be used for research purposes, and will be regarded as confidential material. Your name will nor

be used in connection with any statements, conclusions, or publications without your permission.

We request this personal information so that, if it is deemed necessary, we may contact you for

further details.

2. Time of day:REAwae an

(Circle One): A.M. or = (P.M)

1. When did you see the object?

——- --——

3. Time zone:

(Circle One): a. Eastern (Circle One): a, Daylight Saving

b. Central Ch, Standard>

c. Mountain

d.(Pacitic>

4. Where were you when you saw the object?

Ae 4 £927-2 FECES.
Neorest Postel Address

5. Estimate how long you sow the object, — tiC
Hours Minutes Seconds

5.1 Circle one of the following to indicate how certain you are of your answer to Question 5.

a. Certoi c. Not very sure

d. Just a guess

6. What was the condition of the sky?

(Circle One): a. Bright daylight d. Just a trace of daylight
b. Dull daylight Ce. No trace of daylight>

c. Bright twilight f. Don't remember

7. IF you saw the object during DAYLIGHT, TWILIGHT, or DAWN, where was the SUN located as you looked at
the object?

(Circle One): a. In front of you d. To your left
b. In back of you | e. Overhead

c. To your right f. Don’t remember
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8. IF you saw the ovject at NIGHT, TWILIGHT, or DAWN, what did you notice concerning the STARS and MOON?

8.1 STARS (Cirele One): 8.2 MOON (Circle One):

a. None a. Bright moonlight

Ch. A few) b. Dull moonlight

c. Mony Ce. No moonlight)— pitch dark

d. Don’t remomber d. Don't remember

9, Was the object brighter than the background of the sky?

(Circle One): b. No c. Don’t remember

10, IF it was BRIGHTER THAN the sky background, was the brightness like that of an automobile headlight?:
(Circle OneX(a._A mile or more away) osdietentaser)?

b. Several blocks away?

c. Ablock away?

d. Several yards away?

ie ee a smasinninmmmmineamenion

11, Did the object: (Circle One for each question)

a. Appear to stand still at any time? Ges) No Don’t Know
b. Suddenly speed up and rush away at any time? os (N6) Don’t Know
c. Break up inte parts or explode? Yes (No) Don’t Know
d. Give off smoke? Yes (No) Don’t Know

e. Change brightness? Yo) No Don't Know
f. Change shape? és Qe Don't Know
g. Flicker, throb, or pulsate? Yes) No Don't Know

12. Did the object move behind something at anytime, particularly a cloud?

(Cirele One): Yes (Ne ) Don't Know. IF you answered YES, then tell what
it moved behind:

ee ee wn cr ee a ce ee es ee nm rn i a eeeoe

13. Did the object move in front of something at anytime, particularly a cloud?

(Cirele One): Yes (Ne) Don't Know. IF you answered YES, than tell what
aes esntiesibibtdhiteciestiadtdesendnnstennene-ctrastanenbentitiies

14, Did the object oppeor: (Circle One): b. Transparent? c. Don’t Know.

15. Did you observe the object through ony of the following?

a. Eyeglasses Yes e. Binoculars Yes No
b. Sun glasses Yes f, Telescope es (No>
c. Windshield Yes g. Theodolite Yos CNS
d. Window glass Yas h. Other
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16. Tell in a few words the following things about the object.

b. Color e em

17, Drow @ picture that will show the shape of the object or objects. Lobel and include in your sketch any details
of the object thot you sow such as wings, protrusions, ete., and especially exhaust trails or vapor trails. Place

an arrow beside the drawing to show the direction the object was moving.

m7

18. The edges of the object were:

e. Sharply outlined

d. Don't remember

19. IF there was MORE THAN ONE object, then how mony were there? _-

Draw a picture of how they were arranged, and put an arrow to show the direction thot they were traveling,



Pt ial eae hs delat bi tate alll leet ont eee Lae eat

oy

20. Draw a picture that will show the motion thot the, object or objects made. Place an "A® at the beginning
of the path, o "B® at the end of the path, and show any changes in direction during the course.

en see nee ee

21. IF POSSIBLE, try to guess or estimate what the reol size of the object was in its longest dimension.
—_ * <<a roe feet.
oo on oe ew ee tees 0 comer eens, oe ae ne a ee - eee

22. How large did the object or objects appear as compcred with one of the following objects held in the hond

and at about arm’s length?

(Circle One): a. Head of a pin g. Silver dollar

b. P. h. Baseball

Cfim> i. Grapefruit
d. Nickel j. Basketball

e. Quarter Sf SER et ae

f. Half dollar

22.1 (Circle One of the following to indicate how certain you ore of your answer to Question 22.

a, Certain c. Not very sure

d. Uncertain
ee ee aeee eee

23. How 9 the object or objects dleappew from view? A,

a a a oe en iie ee oe

ee

24. In order that you can give as clear o picture as possible of what you sow, we would like for you to imagine thet you could
construct the object that you saw. Of what type material would you moke it? How large would it be, and whet shope

would it have? Describe in your own words a tammon object or objects which when ploced up in the sky would give the

eeee
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25. Where were you located when you saw the object? 26. Were you (Circle One)
(Circle One):

a. In the business section of a city?
b. In the residential section of a city?
c. In open countryside?

d. Flying near an airfield?
e. Flying over a city?
f. Flying oyer op

a. Inside a building

b. Ina car

. nan airplane

Ge At sea

f. Other

rhe Ass : phe AA

V/A tide Sy. 7 2 HL, ‘ LBS ; BAe Le P~ 3
é 7 "4 y/

} . ({] tf hs e E , WY : 4 /, ‘

28. IF you were MOVING IN AN AUTOMOBILE or other vehicle at the time, then complete the following questions:

28.1 Whot direction were you moving? (Circle One)

a. North ce East e. South g- West

b. Northeast d. Southeast f. Southwest h. Northwest

miles per hour.28.2 How fast were you moving?

28.3 Did you stop at any time while you were looking at the object?

(Circle One) Yes No

29. What direction were you looking when you first sow the object? (Circle One)

e. North c. East e. South C West>
b. Northeast d. Southeast f. Southwest . Northwest

30. Wheat direction were you looking when you last saw the object? (Circle One)

a. North c. East e. South Ge Wes
b. Northeast d. Southeast f. Southwest . Northwest

31. If you are familiar with bearing terms (angular direction), try to estimate the number of degrees the object was
from true North and also the number of degrees it was upward from the horizon (elevation).

31.1 Whan it first appeared:

a. From true North 240ote2/Ddegrees.

b. From horizon ..2 7 5 _ degrees.

31.2 When it disoppeared:

a. From teve North AbD 2ud22 degrees.
b. From horizon .2 te -> _ degrees.

e
sS
s 
a
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32. In the following sketch, imagine that you are at the point shown. Place an “A” on the curved line to show how
high the object was above the horizon (skyline) when you first saw it. Place a "B” on the same curved line to

show how high the object was above the horizon (skyline) when you Jost saw it.

yy | hb -6
bs oad

a ee NN") Pheorl
/ ;*

33. In the following larger sketch place an °A” at the position the object was when you first sow it, anda “B” at its

position when you last saw it. Refer to smaller sketch as an example of how to complete the larger sketch.
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34, What were the weather conditions at the time you saw the object?
34,1 CLOUDS (Circle One) 34,2 WIND (Circle One)

a. Cleor sky @. No wind

& Hen GFivtrtrwwre>
¢. Scattered clouds ¢. Strongw
d. Thickor heavy clouds d. Don’t remember
e. Don't remember

34,3 WEATHER (Circle One) 34.4 TEMPERATURE (Circle One)

Qa. Or Ga. Cold

(b.Good
c. Moderate orheavy rain c. Warm

d. Snow d. Hot
e. Don't remember e. Don’t remember

35. When did you report to some official that you had seen the object?

Oey Month Year

36. Was anyone else with you at the time you saw the object?

(Circle One) (Yes) No
36.1 IF you answered YES, did they see the object too?

(Circle One) (Yes) No

NorfoN AFF, CHK sF

37. Was this the first time that you had seen an object or objects like this?

(Circle One) (Yes? No
37.1 IF you answered NO, then when, where, and under what circumstances did you see other ones?

J

a» | i el tl te , Seat ted ety
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39. Do yow think you can estimate the speed of the object?

(Circle One) Yes
j

IF you answered YES, then what speed would you estimate?

#0. Do you think you can estimate how far away from you the object was?

(Circle One) Yes No ws Jo LO mie ;

IF you answered YES, then how far away would you say it was? Cen=

ee a en ne ne rn ne ee

41, Please give the following information about yourself:

xcs Norton AFE _. CahiF,
22 oo

Stree? City Zone Stote

TELEPHONE NUMBER a |

Age ae | i Sex ///- ee

Please indicate any special educational training thot you have had.

a. Grade school ee, tee aaa e. 0. Technical school 2SS
b. High school Je (Type)

a f. Other special training

d. Post graduate

a

42, Date you completed this questionnaire: —___ Loewsalidte “FFE

PAB SR



Form B

U. S. AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION SHEET

(SUMMARY DATA)

In order that your information may be filed and coded as accurately as possible, please uss

the following space to write out a short description of the event that you observed. You may re-

peat information thet you have already given in the questionnalre, and add any further comments,

statements, or sketches that you believe are important. Try to present the details of the observa-

tion in the order in which they oceurred. Additional pages of the same size paper may be attached

if they are needed.

ee ="

(Do Not Write in This Space)

CODE:

Prairie ee ging Riis pi ek: — ae eet = a
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NOGASECOWCRATION OMY) ae 3 Now 1953 (Engtand)
THREE Pn PR RECEIVED 19 November 1993 REGARDING SIGHTING IN ENGLAND:

Ll. h british ‘eergeant “and four assistants were testing a radar set in a London
- .guburb. Suddenly, an intense signal flashed on the set--far greater than those ob-

tained from.ordinary planes. The signal came from an object which seemed circular
or spherical and white in color.

me ‘(he five radar men knew they were dealing with a mysterious metallic object
about the size of a very large bomber. For fifteen minutes, the strange signal

persisted on the radar. Then the object sped off over the English countryside at

a height of 60,000 feet.

Two RAF officers flying a jet at 20,000 feet also saw the saucer -shaped
phenomenon. They said the huge spheroid was giving off or reflecting a fierce
light -- and passed their plane at tremendous speed.

The British War Office and the Royal Air Force Fighter Command are said to

have begun an investigation.

2. The British War Office and ‘Air Ministry confirmed this morning that a lceoenae
object” had been tracked on November 3rd by Army radar. The object--a metallic
phenomenon the size of a very large bomber--also was sighted by two Royal Air Force

officers flying in a jet plane. Even as an investigation was begun, a woman in
' Essex. said she had sighted a A gk object”: in the night sky on the same day

She >

t*-



.

3. People in England are up in the air over a new. "flying saucer" controversy.
The meteorological officein London says a white disc reported by two fliers and

. Pegistered over a radar screen is nothing but a weather balloon. Another official

claims the alleged "flying saucer" fits the description of a new aircraft being
‘built by a foreign power. He declined to name the power.

—-an/ig_oR 32k
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“3 this date at about 6:11 p.m,

‘ . & bright fireball was observed

by 1. persons in or near Richsiond, Va.

The reports wre gathered by Seauford

8S. Ragland who, 6 years later, became

owe regional dizecter for Virginia, and

whose sudden and untimely death in

1961 was a very great los: to the A.M.S.

These reports he later iurned over to

Olivier for a possible solution. The dif-

fice “> the latter comes from all

r cing im an aren with

i. ace of longitude only

W’ car. ia Jatitude, and all, who

gave coordinates, with 21’ of latiwude.

‘Dns sub-end point is determined by

intersection of 4 azimuth lines almost

in a point. The end height is based
on ies rave and two indeJlinite esti-

r ’ a a 1, H2 comes out as

“" 3 separation of the

mily 11° hence the

lly in a point is

Mate

NOVEMBER 3OF 1953

No3. 2360

RAGLAND and C. P., Oxnivicr

Most surprising. As for thg sub-begin-

poirt we have oaly on
1

ni 2 complete

observation and one altitude from

By using the propor-

approximate begin-

found. The height is

idered as of

att we then

another siation,

tional tangenis an

ning point, 2, is

110 km bui

low weight.

viuist be co!

ReneI

~

find the radian.’s azimuth is 156° and

the altitude uncorrected for slope is

color was Liuish-10°.

white and ad was Ge lgnated as

one person Cofiniiviy saying it equalled

the guli wicon. As some observers were

indoors or in cats it must have been

very beight to attract their attention.

No train was mentioned and no dura-

tions given. Ragiand did not at that

time have a copy of our questionnaire

as gute io? dsta. The path is

unususliy Righ for a fireball, and as H1

is unceriain no orbit is caleuated. The

usual Gata follow;

fireball’s
_ ”

“large,

askin

pith 1953 Noy. 3.46

Sidereai ... Syed. BE ks ctdineuao 313°
Began over Am 78°43’; 6=36°49’ at 110 km
BOI, MN 02s 5 segad-- vovetninattiofresbon 2 EIA X= 78°02’; 9=35°42’ at £5 km

Projected length of path ......000..... eavabones 140 k

Length of path ............... ~ 142 km

Radiant uncotrected ...............ccccccssesesesees ».@156°, h=9°

Zenith correction parabolic... , —1°

Radiant corrected 0.0.0... eee ae LP"

On this same date at 6:25 p.m.,

=.S.7., another Zine fireball was observ-

ea from New Jersey. We have one good

observation from D. §. Wood at

Palmyra, and iwo very poor ones from

elsewhere. Wood gave the beginning at

Zeniin, path vertical to N.W., end

altitude 20°, duration 4 seconds. It was

brilllaat blue, diameter 1/3 of full Moon

so=10’, A fragment broke off just

fore disappearance. Though the path

is fireball could not be computed

.4 Gata to be sure it could

from the same radiant

we have enou

not have come

as the Virginia one 15 minutes earlier.

It may be added, that in our fireball

card file, for 1951, we alroady have &

fireballs = 1 to 6een .:om Nevermber

f which 4 came oa Nov. 3inclusive o

n number for non-and 4, an unusual

shower nights when o agmvuess that,

in spite cf all efforts, it is certain

that we ree ive reports on oaly a very

ssaall fraction of firebalis wi..ca appear.

ade:Ue ie

errgs HY w hhaem
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3. SOURCE
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PHYSICAL EVIDENCE
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tr 19 2547TH AFRTC LEEACH MUNI APRT CALIF

Tu JgeDEN/COMNDR AIR DEFENSE COMM ENT AFP COLO

LNG JELVP/COMDR AIR TECH INTELL CENT WRIGHT-PATTERSON AFP OHIO

‘-dO/DIR OF INTELL HQ USAF WASHDC

eee QW/COMDR CONTIN AIR COMM MITCHEL AFP NY

(2) LIKE WEATHER BALLOON,

(C) WATE 

|Cl) ONZ (1)

a) WAGATIVE

Cad siGATIVi



C5) WEGATIVE

Ca) NEGATIVE

C1) wiGATIVE

CA) CASUAL GLANCE AT SKY.

C2) NIGATIVE

CC) NEGATIVE

(Dd) MOVING SOUTH AT APPRCY 5,732 FEET.

(2) MOVED SLOWLY OUT OF SIGHT

(i) lo NINUTES

(5)

A) GROUNDeVIS UAL

(2) NEGATIVe

(C) NEGATIVE

PEFINERY WORKMAN, RELIABILITY UNKNOUNS

C2) NWOT APPLICABLL.



(7)

C4) MIDDA

C2) ~G& DEGREES, 262 KNOTS AT D923 36

Ci ) UNLIMITED

Cx.) 49 MILES

gt,

S2P.
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USA-MATS

(Unclassified) Unidentified Plyiag Object |

Tatelligence Division, ATLOSOUTS
Azores dastover AFB, Masa,

Il Dee 53 19 liov 53 Bah©

WADISON C, THOMAS, Major, UcAP Chief Alot

UNCLASSIFIED

Attached herewith is a0 unideutified flying object report, submitted by
the Iatelligence Officer, ‘sores Air Transport Station, ‘The information sub=
mitted follows the format outlined in mr, Gb, AFR 200-2, subject: "(Unelassi-
fied) nideutified Flying Objects Reporting (Short Title: ‘T°0B)"), Aated
26 August 1953,

APPROVED? |

MADISON C, THOMAS

Major, USAF

Chief, Iatelligence Division
Office, Taputy Chief of Staff, Plans

Beha sce ‘A7..,
ATIC . IEpn © )

TACCASSIFIED

eit

a
o
t



( UNCLASSIFIED gg saps

Intelligence Division, ATLD-Mats © 1R=537-53
destover AFB, Mass, t

e

W
w
W

1, a3, round

h, negative

i, resembled an ~xplosioa

2. 2, trightness of object

b, object ostimated to be at 2,000 feat, did not rove,

&, object estimated to be at #,900 fant, did not move,

a, ifa

®, just vanished

f, two (2) seconds

3. 3 aimvisual

b, a/A

CG, C54, so, 2665, 9,000 feet, 113 degrees magnetic, 220 knots, Azores:
Air Traasport Station

he %, 01002, 19 iiow 53

b, night

5, Catimated to be 25 to 30 miles AB of 3943N3A15d

6, a, fA

b, De creer 1605th “ir Base Wing (MATS), APO 406, chie?
p » usually reliable,

7. &, clear

b, 260 degrees, 20 Imotsa at surface

SG. 9,090 feet (at nearest recorded poiat, island of Corvo, approximately
300 nautical miles east of sighting)

a, 5 miles (at island of Corvo)

<r
WNCCASSIFIED

——————————————————



een;

Re aha UNCLASSIFIED
Tatelligence Division, MATS R-537-53
Westover AFB, Mase, 3 3

‘Te @» 2/10 stratus at 1,000 feats 10/10 alto stratus at 9,000 feet (at island
of Corvo)

12, Jabeblizence Cificer’s Comment: The sighting lasted oaly %vo seconds aud |
therefore vas not verified by other crew members, The weather report for

01002 on 19 iiew 53 indicated no storms were imown +o be in the area of the

sighting, The winds at the ‘sorea Air Transport “tation and viciaity on
13 iow 53 were such that all weather balloons released by this station

would have bean carried in the opposite direction of the amw sizhting,

The weather psople at this station state 3% wonld be possible for a weather

balloon from Bermaia to mach the position of the sizhtiag 2nd ruch more

probadle than 1 balloon from this station reaching that position, Tlovever,

the weather reports indicate and the pilot confirns that there were no

thunderstorms or lightning in the area at the time of the sighting, The

brightness of the chjact 3iznted by Capt Coolsby (in his wodds it resarbled
sa explosion) and the short duration of the sighting (in clear sictes from
9,000° to 1,000") would tend to indicate the object was not 1 light froma

ship 2% sea or another conventional aircraft, The nilot who revorted the

sightiag is a senior pilot with wore than 3,500 hours and was chief pilot

for this station prior to his return to the zone of interior the first

part of Tncermber 1953, The pilot stated he had never observed a similar

sighting.

The reporting officer finds no explanation for the r=norted

sighting 2nd ia the absence of further information, belisves it would bea

very difficult to determine the nature of the object,

ONCCASSIFIED

ee


