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2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS1. DATE

28 Jan 54 Blackstone, Virginia 0 Srcbehly Balloon

3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4 TYPE OF OBSERVATION g possibly Balloon
Wes Aircraft
Probobly Aireroft
Possibly Aircraft

Was Astronomical

Probably Astronomical
Possibly Astronomicel

AX Ground:Vi sual O Ground-Radar

a) Air Vi sual
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/ 22152
O Air-Intercept Radar

civilian
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7. LENGTM OF OBSERVATION 6. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9% COURSE EeEE ea
Insufficient Date for Evaluation

eee a a stationary rete
10, BRIEF SUMMARYOF SIGHTING 11, COMMENTS
Circular, baseball type, bright light 1. Speed in accord with wind et altitude
stationary at 30 deg elev in N. Pilot DC-47

also saw obj). Thought flight gradually to N Balloon observation.

object became smaller bright and shining.
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137 LOCATION OF OBSERVERS

A BLACKSTONE ARMY AIP FIELD

’6/ IDENTIFYING INFORMATION OF ALL OBSERVERS

DONCANSON B AIRWAYS OPEEATIONS SPECIALIST CAA INSAC PO 30S 329

BLACYSTONE VA UNKNOWN
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BLACYSTONE VA UNENOUN
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‘77 WEATHER AND WINDS ALOFi CONDITIONS AT TIME AND PLACT oF SIGHTING
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’2/ DISCRIPTIONS

A CIRCULAR

6 BASESALI.

C BRIGHT LIGHT

D ONS

NEGATIVE

F NEGATIVE

m
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o

NEGATIVE

H MEGATIVE

I NEGATIVE
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‘2’ DISCRIPTION OF COURSE

A NOTICED OBJECT NO PARTICULAT REASON

3 43 DEGREES IN EASTERLY PIFACTION

C STATIONARY THEN BEFORE PISSAPPEARING MOVED IN AN EASTERLY

DIRECTION
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. UNCLASSIUUE

2lst District OSI 24-0 Subj: Sighting of Unidentified Object Near

Blackstone, Va.

OL-INT (11 Feb 54) lst Ind

Heedquarters, 405th Fighter Bomber Wing, Langley Ard, Va. 17 FEB 1954

TO: Director of Intelligences, Headquarters USAF, Washington 26, D. CO.

1. The basic Istter is forwarded for your informations

2. This report hes not been made on an APF Form 112 because of speciel

instrustions from the Director, Office of Security Investigation to the

21st District Offica of Specie] Invastigetions, giving their permission

ipmit Such reports in letter form.

FOR THE COMYANDER: POR DPE IF
gt >
—_ -

“Tr, “omy
HORDERT C. PINKERTOW

Captain, USAF

Adjutant

Info cy

Air Technical Intel Center

Weight-Pattersor *i%, Ohio

AFOIN 2nd Ind 23 February 1954

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE, Bq USAF, Washington, 25, D. C.

TO: Chief, Air Technical Intelligence Center, Wright Patterson Air Force

Base, Dayton, Ohio

Noted and forwarded.

{iv to ;

“a0 x, SMITSs
Lt Colonel, USA?

Directorate of Intelligence

HINCLASSIEIEA



RINCLASSIFIED

File Nos 24-0 ll February 1954

21st District OSI (iG), Lu gley AFB, Hampton, Virgina

SUBJ: - Sighting of Unidentified Object Near Blackstone, Virginia

matter @MMMMMMivised that he was flying a F-94 aircraft over Langley

AFB when notified of the unidentified object by the 77lst AC % W Squadron.

OSBORNS advised that he was given directions by the AC & W Squadron,

and requested to investigate the directed areas for the unidentified

objects. QP recalled that he had patrolled the areas di db

AG * W, but had failed to observe any unidentified oct ell 0
advised from memory that he had first received AC & W notification at

approximately 1800 hours on 29 January 1954.

yr

CARL M BRSEMER

f- Major, USA?
District Commander

ccs Deputy, CS Iutelllwence, Hgse TAC.

Director OST.

UNCLASSIFIED
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File Not 24-0 ee “Al February 1954
21st District OSI (1%), Lansley ASB, Hampton, Virginia
SUBS: ‘Sighting of Unidentified Ooject Near Blackstone, Virginia

since 1 January 1955 tat 0 that at 1715 hours on 23 January
1954, while he was at howe, he looked into the sky and noticed a bright,

white, shapeless object which appsared to be at an altitude of between

twelve (12) and Pt teh (15) thousand fect. QP said thers wors a few
wai ouds in the sky and the sun was still shining. According to

me object had a constant shine and remained stationary in the

Scy at about a thirty £30) dezree angle above the horizon ani due north

of Blackstone dvised that he watched the object for eae couple of

minutes and then drove to the CAA Interstate Aviation UCommunications

Station at Blackstone Arny Air Field and advised the two (2) CAA enployees
on duty of the observation. tated that all thr ee (3) obs re thes
unknown object in the sky. Ascording to at 1721 hours, a tg

flew over the station. ‘The pilot of the aircraft was notified of the ob ject
in the sky and he advised that he also saw the object. The pilot be lieved,
however, that the usksvowa object was between thirty (20) and forty (40)

thousand fest in aitituds. Thesgelot reportedly did not know the aewure

or identity of the object. PB 200255: the aircraft as a USA? Air
Evacuation Plans, [iver 8154, enroute to Andrews Air force Base. aie
further advised that tne CAA Office at Blackstone notified Washington Air

Route Traffic Control, ‘iational Airpgrt, and Military Flight, \iddletown,

Penasylvania, of (i si chtings dvised that he returned to his home

and last noticed tie object at 17 ours. According to the ob ject

created no noiss, nv» smoke, no va trail and he arenes that it appeared
to be a flat oval in 030, gg a th object was much more proninens
than any aircraft, ue toi rightness. that he did not have

any knowledge of the size of the object no ts gets Shade.

6. On 29 January 1954, IP chief of the Facility,
tone CAA O?fice, was interviewed at Blackstone Army Air *ield.

advised that he had been working for the CAA since 1936.

dvised that he first saw the odject at 1723 hours on 28 January

when the CAA employees on the ?ield called him at his home in Blackstone,

and brought his attention to the sighting. According to Gp the

unknown object appeared to have a bright metallic surface. According to

RI:.2 unkaom object was between forty (40) and forty-five (45)
decrees above the horizon and dus north in directio

estimated that the object was five (5) to ten (10) miles away at an altitudeof approximately thirty (30) to forty (40) thousand feet. aiiaiiiataas,
stated that behind ths object was a Licht layer of cirro-stratus clouds.

quem. =. that theses clouds usually occurrsd as aa altitude >»?
+ fee ~ . 2 icairtyefive (S35) te forty 40) thousand feet and they thus helped hin

establish the approximate altitude of the object. stated that the

iuknown object was slonzated in shape and was stationary. 8 had ano kunowe

size whatsoever of tie size of the 9 3 ect, and he further advised that there

; no smoke or vacor trail, or disturdancs in ©. 1ir near the
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UNCLASSIFIED
File Nos 24=0 ll February 1954

21st District OSI (1G), Langley APB, Hampton, Virginia

SUBJ: Sighting of Unidentified Object Near Blackstone, Virginia

appeared so large at such an altitudes. QR further advised
the OSI agents that Roanoke, Virginia had reported three (5) looss
weather balloons, on the morning of 28 January 1954. Roanoke had

noted that the balloons were drifting in a north, northeasterly

direction. QQRRMBMBMMMpeostimated that if the direction of drift
continued, the balloons would have passed no closer than one hundred

(100) miles (approximately) from Blackstone and that in such an event
the object sighted was probably not ons of the balloons. QR
however, stated that the object could have been a balloon, but that he

was uaable to give my estimate of the nature of the object.

7. ER » 0° 23 the records of the CAA Office and
advised the following weather conditions for the late afternoon of 23

January 1954. Thin, broken clouds at twenty (20) thousand feet were

reported at the approximate time o? the ai ghting, with a north, north-

easterly surfaos wiad of six (6) miles per hour also recorded.

SCNAPPSTALL gave tia location of the Blackstone CAA Office as the

followings 77 de reas, 55 minutes, no seconds, west louritude; 37

devrees, 4 minutes, 4 seconds, north latitude; elevation, 440 = IAC.

8e Onl Febrmry 1954, Captain MARVIN H. CASTLESERRY, AO 614651,

Operations Officer, i°th Fighter Interceptor Squadron, Langley AB, was

interviewed concerning the unknown object. CASTLEPERRY chacked the

squadron records ani aivised that the 77lst AC % W Squadron, Cape Charles

AP3, Virginia, had .wtified a pilot of the 48th squadron of an unknown

object sighted. ‘Captain CASTLESBSRRY identified the pilot as lst Lt.

DONALD Re OSBORNE, AO 1911312, and stated that the notification occurred

sometime om Thursisy evening, 28 January 1954. Captain CASTLESERRY

advised from the records that the AC % W Squadron had received two (2)
reports of unknown objects, from the Ground Observer Corps Filter Center,

Richmond, Virginia. “he first report, received by AC & W at 1744 hours,

stated that an unimown object had been sighted at approximately 73 degrees,

1S niautes, west longitude, and 37 degrees, 43 minutes, north latitude.

CASTLSSERRY stated that the AC & W Squadron had received another report

Prom Richmond at 1804 hours, of a sighting at 77 decrees, 15 minutes,

west longitude, and 37 dezrees, 49 minutes, north latitude. CASTLSSERRY

stated that Richmond had not advised the AC & W Squadron of the origina

of the reports. CASTLS3SRRY surnised, however, that the sightings

probably originated at GOC Command Posts. CASTLSSERRY stated that the

Ac & W Sauadrea had observed no unidentified objects within a radius 0?
"TT TQ DIY—rs sewer °*: 2 , (9oSorn | Ihe =e 242 tot (tA = 7 +}rm hundred ty (250) miles, during this day. CASTLESIRRY stated that_— ym | -~ —--

no further inPormation was contained in the AC & W report.

) - rm) maaryvrtr 10S a 4 T+ Wirt n OQAanavD'T S45. Ms oid
9e Onl Februcery 1954, lst Lt DOWALD R OSBORNE, 48th Fighter
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UNGLASSIFIED
DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE f

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

WASHINGTON

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL USAF
218T DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVZSTIGATIONS
LANGLEY AIR FORCE BASE, LANGLEY FIELD, VIRGINIA

File Not 24=0 1l February 1954

SUBJECT: Sighting of Unidentified Object

Near Blackstone, Virginia

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YRAR INTRO ALB
DECLASSIFTED ine 12 YRAGS.. .

TOs Commander DGR VIB 6206.10 -

405th Fichter Bomber Wing Seectremnah.o0°. - owte Uhh

Langley Air Force Base

Hampton, Virstnia

ATTU: Uirector of Operations

le Referenss Air Porce Letter 20085, dated 29 April 1952.

2. The following is in written confirmation of a report
telephonically transmitted to your office on 30 January 1954 by

Lt Colonel DWIGHT J SCOVSL, District Commander.

Se On 29 January 1954, Lt Colonel SCOVEL received a telephonic

report from the 0! Detachment Commander, Richmond, Virginia, in

which Colonel SCOVSL was advised of a sighting of an unknown object

in the sky, in the vicinity of Blackstone, Virginia. Colonel SCOVSL

was advised that the sighting occurred sometime on the afternoon of

25 Jsamuary 1954. subsequently, Colonel SCOVSL contacted the Adjutant,

405th Fighter Bomber Wing and OSI was thereby directed to initiate an

inquiry inte this sighting.

4. The following is therefore the result of the inquiry into
incident matter conducted by Snecial Azents ERNEST E HOARD and JA‘ES

¥ WARD.

5, On 29 Jamacy 1934, imeem 2.3% 52>
Stuart Village, Blackstons, Virginia, was intervicowed at Blackston

Army Air Field concerning the sizhting of the unimown object. tbe:
stated that, from August 1948 through July 1952, he had served in the

Air Fores, with duties % Control Tower Operator at Andrews and Bangor

dvised that he had been discharged as a 5/Sz7%,
ee ~ . . " 9200772 . ‘a . Tae-et sa sinha vrag 17? ) ‘om | 3 Ce ae weet tH. ,k ha :
La 38f LG ] der ‘3 i. ds aoe | > avs : : LAG h. ;
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/3/ ANY OTHER UNUSUAL ACTIVITY

A NONE

49/ PUYSICAL EVIDENCE OF SISHTING

A NONE

429? INTERCEPTION ACTION

A NOME

/$2/ AIR TRAFFIC IN THE AREA OF SIGHTING
|

AIF PEVS284

7497 PPEPAPED BY OPERATIONS OFFICER OLMSTED FLIGHT SERVICE

413/ NO FUPTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE THIS CENTER

cca,

22/91422 JAN JEDLS

¢


