
PROJECT 10073 RECORD
1, DATE + TIME GROUP 2. LOCATION :
5 May 54
n.6/0622z, Salinas, California

3. SOURCE 10. CONCLUSION WAS ASTRONOMICAL : METEOR

nLlitary (pilots)

4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS

Reported on Newscast as definitely being a Fireball Meteor.

(Lowell Thomas 17 May 54)

11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

Bright green meteor like object greenish tail. Descending

east to west. No sound. Exploded and disappeared.

5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION

5 seconds

6 TYPE OF OBSERVATION

air visual

8 PHOTOS

a
9 PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

O Yes

0 Ne

FORM

FTD sep 63 0-329 (TDE) previous editions of this form may be used.
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15 May, 2951,

FINAL GALLEY PROOF

Gailey 41.—-THE WORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS.

observed to foilow an erratic course, produced probubly by the ir-

regular shape of the meteoric body; some Brebails have been re-

ported to change course after exploding.

The original entrance velocity, angle of entry, size, and chemical

trncture all iniinence the shape of a ineteor’s path and its time of

survival, The apparent ancie of descent as seen by the observer

depends on the citmnce wid the direction the object is moving

reiative to the observer. When the meteor travels paraliel to the

observer's line of sight, it seems much slower than when it passes

the line of sight at right angies. The greater the distance between

the observer and the meteor, the slower its apparent motion [13}.

Some meteors move very slowly; maveling at an almost leisureiy

rate, they soar through the sky 0a a long, level path almost parailel

with the earth. The slow firehal!s in the great meteor procession of

1913 maintained a horizontal course over a distance of several thou-

sand miles, from western Canada to Brazil {14}.

Astronomical records show that the green meteors are usuaily

stow. Some 230 persons reported to the Meteoritics Society that on

November 28, 1953, at 6:30 e.M., a fireball moved slowly through

the skv from Massachusetts to Pennsvivania. Described as biue-

white-vreen, changing to orange-vellow-red, it was huge, disk-

shaped, and vanished silently without depositing frag:nents [1, p.

273}. On May 15, 1954, at 11:28 P.M., more than 100 persons ob-

served (and reported) a slow-moving freball, blue-green changing

to sed, of luminosity so yreat that it woke sleeping people. Toward

the end of its conrse it seemed to stop, spiraled a couple of times,

and then simpiy vanished without leaving fragments [8, p. 336].

To summarize: Meteurs cun travel at low veloaties and +n AD»

parently horizontal vaths.
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The American Metreortios Societys whose members specialize in

the study of meteors aed meteontes, for vears have collected re-

ports of such phenomena. From a Jaige enouch number of sood

descriptions of a given meteor, astronumers cam analyze the data

mathematically and determine the meteor's radiant—the point in

the heavens fron: whieh it seeras to come. The meteor is then identi-

fied by its radiant and given an AMS number. The data were pub-

lished an Meteoritics. the yournual of the societv, and thus made

available for future research

The records of the society for the vears igso te 1g55 list dozens of

fireballs. many of them green. that were somehow overlooked by |

saucer oatursiests, On Avast ra. reso. during the muxinsim of the

Rerseid shower a bliegreen Hreball AMS2938) apparently oval-

or ciger-shaped. appoorcd over Washington, Oregon. and idaho at

er30 est and was reported hy cere than Loo witnesses So brilliant

Hhatit showed a notiecable disk. at Hew in a horizontal path. silently

broke rte three ores and disappeded [S.p 37g]4 4*7e > 4

September 20 tle same veor Was a big day for meteors. At

135 AM. a siant Reeball AMS 2320) roared over southeastern

itinois from north to south leaving a luminous train visible in five

states and illuminating the sky and countrysud+ from St. Louis to

Livusville and fron Memphis to Knoxville. The Baal detonation,

aver western Kontucxy. was heard over'an area ivov miles square

and simok buildings ¢fom Padcsh to enplis. Fragments show- 5

-*prastratel oar roof, Abo ‘ey omer of anetemtue Seva Fe my, J
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Idaho, Weiiinn Utah, Pit ae hela and New Mexico [9, ~~~
p. 115]. Similar fireballs that vanished without trace were reported . |

on September 28, 1953 (AMS5 2351 ); Quaker+ 1953 (AMS 2390).
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