PROJECT 10073 RECORD s 1 | |

1. DATE - TIME GROUP 2. LOCATION
15 May 54 l
16/0622Z Salinas, California '

3. SOURCE 10. CONCLUSION WAS ASTRONOMICAL : METEOR

wilitary (pilots)
4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS (Lowell Thomas 17 May 54)

Reported on Newscast as definitely being a Fireball Meteor.

5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION |11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS
5 seconds Bright green meteor like object greenish tail. Descending
east to west. No sound. Exploded and disappeared.

6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION
air visual

8. PHOTOS

g

9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

O Yes
O Neo
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FTD sep 63 0-329 (TDE) Previous editions of this form may be used.
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FINAL GALLEY PROCF

Galley 51=THE WORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS

sbserved to ‘oilow an erratic course, produced probubly by the ir-
regular shape of the meteoric Lody; some Brebails have been re-
norted to change course after 2xploding. -

e original entrance velocity, andgle of entry, size, and choemical
tractur= all influence the shape of a ineteor’s path and s hime of
survival, The apparent ancie of descent as seen by the chserver
depends on the digance wid the direction the object is moving
1oiative to the observer. When the meteor travels paraliel *o the
observer’s line ot sight, it seems much slower than wihen it passes
the line cf sight at right angies. The greater the distance betwe=en
*he ouserver and the meteor, the slower its apparent motion [13].

Some meteors move very slowly; traveling ai an almost leisurety
rate, they soar through the sky oa a loag, level path iimost parailel
with the earth. The slow firehails in the great metenr procession of
1913 :naintained a horizontal course uver a distance of several thou-
sand miles, from western Canada to Brazi {14].

Astronomical records show that the Zreen meteors are usuady
slow. Some 230 penons reported to the Meteoritics Society that on
November 28, 1953, at 6:30 p.Mm., a fireball moved slowly through
the skv from Massachuserts to Pennsvivania, Described as biuve-
whiteeureen. changing to orainge.veliow-red, it was huge, disk.
shaped, and vunished silently without depositing fraginents [1, p.

273]. On May 15, 1954, at 11:23 p.M., more than 100 persons ob-
served (and reported) a slow-moving Sreball, blue-green changing

(o red, ot luminosity so great that it woke sleeping people. Toward
the »nd of its conrse it seemed to stop, spiraled a coupie of times,
and then stmpiv vanished without leaving fragments {8, u, 136].

TO summanze: .\lt'tﬁll;s cun rravel it low \'elm:u:c-s and *n ADe

i1rentlv horizontal naths. g
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The Vinercan Motcope o Society whose miemhbers speeialize in
the stuady of meteors aodd msteanites, tor vears have oollected re. '
ports of sach phencmena. From a laize enoush number of zoad
desceiptions of a given meteor, astronomers car analvze the data ‘
muthematically and determine the meteor's radiant=the point in
the hicavens from whicli it seems to come. The meteor 1s then identi- '
Hed by its radicat and civen a ANS number. The data were pub-
lished 10 Meteoricios, the wonrnual o6 the societv, and thus made
available for tutore rosearch '
Yhe records of the society For the vears 1yso to 1453 hist dozens of
feeballs manv of thom zreen that were somehow overlooked by ‘
NANCer :‘rn‘am:.'ﬂn, Oy Anzast 1. 1630, during the maxinam of the
Forwsid shower o blae-green Brebadl - ANS 2958 apparently oval-

or cr@ar-shap od wppwared over Washington, Oregon, and idaho at

e oand was ™ 'zf;*-! Py ore than oo withesses So brlljant
ot i Jhowod g opotiocabde sk it Hew noa honizontal pathe silently
}"l,"!“;-.,l‘- 1t l"...r-r- VYo, .u:.." l:t‘i;l‘lt' :li'f{ :"‘}‘ i_‘,‘ j"'q.:

Sc-ph'rl-'f'.t'l 2. e santie Venl Mas 4 3)1@.: E..tj- tor meteors. At
b 35 AN 2 ziant Brebail  AMY 23200 rvared over southeastern
(Llinois trom north to south leaving a luminoas train visible in five |
states and - tllumimating the sy and countrysuis fram St Louis to |

Loiusville and fromn Mewiphis to Knoxville. The final detonation,
aver western KontuaXv, was heasrd over an wea 1wov miles square

and simxok l:mﬂl:a Tom Paducau to !‘cmpm.t ?rwsbcw o]

pnvtnlll au’nuf. Ahult ey md Mﬂw o ,/-;f]

Femr RN P eI R g A ECEY Ok
o toantution o SVvashingtoos Lot same it aboot 3t R %" |

, .'_' : ' ;:\ ng ' 4 SIX-SEEt e urdde ,

Idaho Wvommg Ltah (‘olondo. A.ﬂ.lll. and New Mexico 19, |

p. 113]. Similar fireballs that vanished without trace were reported |

on September 28, 1933 ( AMS »3,,1 i; October 4, 1653 (AMS a300).
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