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THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL, MEMPHIS,

Strange Object |
May Be Portion |
Of Data Balloon
Special to The Commercial Appeal

SARDIS, Miss., Sept. 21.—Offi-
'

ials of the Air Force and W.S.

Engineers opened an investiga-

tion here Tuesday to determine

the identity of a mysterious ob-

ject which piummeted from the

cies into Lake Sardis three

months ago.

U.S. Engineer Jack Stewart,

hief of dams and reservoirs at

Sardis, announced that U.S. Engi-:

neers recovered the object Mon-

tay when receding waters in the:

huge reservoir left it exposed to

view,

Engineers had inspected the!
lake once very week for evidence

of the strange object which feel’

near J. P. Phillips, a Como,

Miss., fisherman, some six!

months ago. i

Mr. Stewart said the recovered,

article, which was taken to the)

Sardis field engineers office, was

“a plastic case, measuring 4 by

10 by 8 inches with parachute!

harness and containing metal

radio tube and wires.’’ He said

the number LU-2450-AN-AL was

found inscribed on the case.

Capt. Virgil Kuns, assistant fly-

ing safety officer at Greenville

Air Force Base. was called into! y : 7 ay
the investigation late Tuesday!¢*Plained, though, that it couldn't
afternoon on the assumption that: have come from Greenville be.

the object might be connected) Cause the base doesn’t release

‘with the Air Force. | weather balloons. >

/ “We don’t have any idea as to}! As to when positive identity of

‘the identity of the apparatus,’’\the object will be made, Mr.

iMr. Stewart said. ‘‘The thing|Stewart said he couldn't tell.
Goesn't look too complicated but’ ‘Investigation may end Wednes-

vou can't teil,”’ he added. Jay or it may go om for days,”

Air Force officials at Green- he declared.

ville base said they feel the on

j may be the data transmit-

yr off a weather balloon. They
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SARDIS MYSTERY BOX|
"1S ARFORCE RADIO

Greenville Base Identities It
| AgLost Transmitter |

iWrom The Commercial Apoeal
(Greenville, Miss., Bureau

| GREENVILLE, Miss., Sept. 22.5

A mysterious object whichide ‘opped from the sky into al
ardis three months ago was}

\identitied by Greenville Air Force}
| Base officials. Wednesday as a)

\Signal Corps radio eae

device,

Dam and Reservoir officials 4
sania had kept-up a wekly sur-

-eWanee of the lake after J. P.

Phillips, a Como, Miss., fisher-

' man, reported seeing a strange
jobject fall near his boat three
' months ago. t
' Capt. Virgil Kuns, Assistant!

flying safety officer at the Green-.
ville base; was. called to identify,
a abject: ater receding waters:
% Sardis: Reservoir Monday un
covered a ‘‘plastic case, measu

ling 8 by 10 by 4 inches. and con-
taining .metal’ radio tubes andi
jwireg.’? |
| Captain Kuns and other Green
; Ville Air Fore Base officials
| agreed the case was a paradrop
lsignal transmitter which is;
|\dropped from troop carrier planes.
[& mark the spot where parachut+;
ers are to bail out.

The apparatus transmits a weak’
radio signal which is picked up|
jby the troop carrying aircraft,
Air Force officials said the trans-:
mitter probably fell by accident}
from. a: passing plane. t
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COPPS OF ENGINEERS, U.S. ARMY

ADDRESS REPLY TO: “=ICE OF THE ENGINEER IN CHARGE Sea an,

ENGINESR IN CHARGE “ICKSBURG DISTRICT ARKABUTLA DAM
Ee IFFICE

Dakiatce LRGs GREENWOOD AREA ENID DAM
ee 17 GAENADA DAM
ROUTE 3. BOX {71 - x
SARDIS. MISSISSIPPI A-DIS DAM FIELD OFFICE

SAROIS, MISS.

REFER 10 FRE NO

rust 340 he Area Sngineer, Creenwood “rea Yifice, Ui, Cresmood, [iiss.

: he District ungineer, Cks bur PeteR we wisi Oty 4 sburg, Miss.

ENGEL NM 4 13 fis! Lie ne QS rossin LSA, WALCA
; located on & G. Sake tise 10x ; Sardis Dam.

° — ) al ar S ,Oproximatel Le

ain 12,1 d seemed to af ! ; ime trom

ofe, ) lact nit 6! water avout ree | iy fest

slasi 14 three or four Feet ate ir.

which was a t nine feet deen.

id reservoir personnel visited the site on

. vue 1954. «A search was made by probing when lir.

11 the location where he thoignt the ooject had fal-

nued on 14 June by the faz J2aservoir Manager and

In was made of the area once or twice ch week

12 renorted fallen.

he The obj-ct was found at 3330 P. M. on 20 Sevntember 1954 by

a tag Pficiently
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Tistrict Engineer, Corps of Mngineer, USA

vicksburg District

Vicksburg, Mississivpi

Dear Colonel Simpson:

‘Thank you very wach for your letter of Octover Sth containing a

ranmdeute report of the fallen object at sardis Lake, iisaissinpi.

As you are probably aware, ior the past several years the Air

“orca haa had a wajor setive orogram in this area and reports guch as

yours, wich involve considerable time on jour part, are greatly

appreciated.

Tor your convenianee I am attaching a eopy of the "J. 3. Air Force

Summary of Events and Information Concerning the Unidentified Flying

Coject Program,” sigh compiles all of the latest facts which have been

established by the Air Poree in its program in this ares.

Thank you again for your interest in keeping the Air Force informed.

Very truly yours,

Sioned

1 inel JOSEPH Ae BLOGHER
USAF Sumry on Lé Colonel, USA?

Flying Obje, undid Directorate of Intelligence

or ‘

~Stites
: ava
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ADDRESS REPLY TO:

CORPS OF ENGINEERS, U. S. ARMY

FEICT OF THE DISTRICT ENGINEER

VICKSBURG DISTRICT
DISTRICT ENGINEER

VICKSBURG DISTRICT j ’ OFFICE AND COURT HOUSE BLDG.

F 6c BOX fo. = CKSBURG, MISSISSIPPI
VICKSBURG, MISSISSIPPI

REFER TO FILE NO.

~

LMKVE 6 October 1954,

SUBJECT: Fallen Object - Sardis Lake, Mississippi.

wos Intelligence Officer, U. S. Air Force,

Washington, D. Cc.

l. On & jine 1954, Mr. —C—C—_—dijimiiiagmete0 ,
Miss., stated that he saw a strange object fall near

where he was fishing in Sardis Lake, near Sardis,

Miss. Since Sardis Lake is a Department of the Arny,

Corps of Engineers, lake and dam, it was decided to

contact Mr and make an effort to locate the

object. Mr. Was contacted and he gave the

where the object supposedly fell.vaneral logattor

tt vas determinad at that time that the object was in

several feet of water and Gould not be loweated. Since

the normal plane it operation of our reservoir called

for the reservs:ir to be gradually lowered during the

summer months, t was felt that the object would be

exposed within «a ssuple of months and perhaps could be

recovered. Close observation was maintained and the

ooject was recovered on 20 September 1954. Air Force

personnel from the Greenville Air Base were contacted

and identified the object as a Signal Corps radio

transmitting deries. A copy of the report pertaining

to this object (4 attached hereto, as Inclosure 1,,for

your information.

2. In view of the frequent reports that are made

in the papers concerning unidentified objects, it is
believed that this information would be of value in your

office for clearing up at least one unconfirmed report.

TAclosure: THOMAS 3B. SIMPSON /
f/ No. 1 - Report w/2 Colonel, CE

newspaper clippings. District ingineer


