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1. DATE - TIME GROUP
12 lNovembher 1954

1.2/ 20007

3. SOURCE

Civilian &
4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS
3

3 Hours

Ground Visual

7. COURSE

8, PHOTOS

O Yes
I No

9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

FORM
FTD serps3 0-329 (TDE)

Mllitary

5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION

6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION

PROJECT 10073 RECORD
2. LOCATION

Louisville, Kentucky

10, CONCLUSION

1. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

Obj round, Was gleaming wnite at =
red, then faded
Tnvestigation reveals object to Le

by the General lMills Corporation.

Previous editions of this form may be used,
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FINAL EVALUATION

On 18 November 1954, T/Sgt. Drevperd called Tt Comdr Ross, Office
of' Naval Research, relative to the UFO's observed over the Kentucky
Tennessee are, Comdr Ross stated he wasa't sure if the UFO's could
have been the Navy's research balloons. He informed Sgt Drenperd
ne would check and call him back,

OH 22 Nov 54, T/Sgt Drepperd received a call from Mr. M.W. Xeith
OliR ReSident Representative at the University of Minnesota. Mr. Keith
stated that on 12 & 13 Nov 54, two (2) balloons were launched from the
University of Minnesota, The payloads came down; one (1, cver Danville,
Kentucky, the other over Carlisle, Kentucky., Mr. Xeith further stated
that he believed the UFO's in question could very possibly have been
these balloons.,

Due to all available information from observers, which basically
compares to those descriptive characteristics of a balloon in flight,
and since there were two (2) research balloons in the same area at the
tize of the sightings, the UFO's observed were high altitude research
palloons.,
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. CASE HISTORY AND EVALUATION 12 Nov 5%, LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY

' Background:
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' 15 Nov 54%:
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Major C. Williams, It. Knox, Xentucky, called lst Lt.

» . \
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ATNEULS 0Ol

Flt 3-B, 4602nd AISS to report an UFO observed over Louisville on
12 Nov 54, Refer to Attachment #1.

S54: Two newspaper articles were extracted from Daytou newspapers
relative to the same UFO sighting over Loulsville, Refer to
Attachment #2,

Mr. Nm, Physicist with the 02k Ridge National Laboratories,
atiending 2 conference with AMC officials at WPAFB, visited ATIAE-)
relative to a UFO observed by him over Knoxville, Tenn., Mr. e
was not sure of the date and stated the UFQO was observed on either

the l4th or 15th of Nov 54, The UFO was descrived by Mr. ¥ as

_______.....-__‘__#,-___’-—-—"_ d -

.}..: e

neing transparent, round and hovered at 2 very higa altitude, iHe

stated he saw what appeared exhausts from 2 jet a/c pass the object,
cne in front of it and one behind it. Mr.« MR Iurtler stated
that he and his associates had always had an unoificial interest
in UFO's and had in the past, been able to satisfactorily identify
most of the UFO reported by the newspapers., IIowever, in tais
particular instance, he was startled by the size of the UFG which
he could see extremely well, but was unable to see the jetls that
passed by it. He saw only the jet exhausts. He realized that the

ob ject could have been, and prodbaovly was a balloon oI some sSOrT,

but desired the official evaluation if possibdble,
&
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ATIC ACTICN: T/Sgt Drepperd, wiho interviewed Mr.

ne s£awW was the same one or one similox 0OLS

all ipdicaticns the object
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Lonisville, Ken., & few days earllier. AlsO, preliminod’y investigatio
an experimental valloon released by LS General

vi1ls Corporation in Minneapolis, Minn. Sgt. Drepprerd informed Mr. Greel that
when positive identificatlion is made of the object, that nhe, Mr. Green, will D€

me identity of the ADC Unit in Knoxvillie Wwas established as tae LEOtR FIS

of MeGHEE-Tuson Airport. If there ware Jjetv af/c in the =iy near the object, 38

they were more likel

v assigned 10 this wit. A wire of

statad by Mr. Green,
o the Intelligence 0fPicer of this wunlt

inquiry dated 18 Nov 54 was forwarded U

relative to the sighting.

e hafer to Attacnment 73.

URQ over the vicinity of
4502nd AISS

§ Nov S54: On this date, 3 civilians observed &

nrandenburg, Keatucky. 1st Lt. Athens, Flt 3=3,

interrogated the observers ou 11 Nov 5Sh.

ATIC EVALUATIOXN:

+he cases apove to be ©=2llo0ons. Quite pos

oon released DY +the General Mills Corporation.

erimentation research prosram

under contract with the Air rorce and Navy I{or eXpe:s
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SUBIECT Record of Telephome Conversation

FILE MD.
TOADTLAR FROM OofPicer in Charge OATE 15 November 195/[LO0MMENT NO. 1

Flight 3-8, 46024 AISS
1.t 2%hens

Cn 15 November 1954 a telephone conversation between 1/Lt Athens, flight
dilliams, AF represent-

The following is a

1,
3.B, 46024 Air Intelligence Service Squadron and Major C.

ative, The Armored School, Flt. Knox, Kentucky took place.
zoneral account of the discussion which ensued,

| a, Major Williams stated he had been aprroached by a Mr, George Hart,
a reporter on the Louisville Courier Journal, Mr. Hart was 3oliciting
information regarding an ebservation of an Unidentified Flying Object made
over the ¢ity of Louisville, Kentucky on Friday 12 November 1954. Majcr
Williams stated that he had informed Mr, Hart, on direct query by that
individual, that the object in question had postively been idzentified as a

i/ - high- altitude 7eather balloon., No further queries were made by Mr, Hart

/ regarding the entioned,

b. The purpose of Major Williams' call to Flight 3-E was to obtain
information regarding the AF policy on the release of informaticn to news
media regarding UFOB's and what his action should be should similar

occassions arise in the future.

Lt Athen's informed Major ¥illiams that in those cases where such

; sighting have been positively identifisd as known objects, as was ioe case
in question, then it was within Major Williams authority to release such

] information to any of the news media which may be making inquiries. Major
Williams was also informed that only in those cases where suca signtings

l were not identified he was instructed not to release any information, but to
inform the individuals making queries that such releases would ccme from AF

i sources authorized to give such information. AFR 200-2 was brought to the

4 attention of Major Williams. Aforementioned AFR governs the release of UFC3

information as well as affixing resconsibility for the infestigation thereef,

’ c. The above situation is in general the discussion as occured in
Il rhons monversation between the individuals stated in par. l.
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DATE-TIME GROUP SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

FROM: (Originatos)—— - H
e in 1819007 NOV 54 |  UNCLASSIFTED
COMDR AT LL . ACTIO "N | INFORMATION
W /77 | pregepence | HOJTJ.JE ROUTINE
{700 460th FIS McGHEE-TUSON ATRPORT (] SooK uEssace g SO RS
ANOXVILLE, TENN -T_éi:—:_..{ - :—-::f/ f | CRYPTOPRECAUTION -
\_’ |-
' 3 m MULTIPLE ADDRESS E YES D NO
sl Y ] e I '75‘-;‘ R REFERS TO MESSAGE:
L AR *-'"’ /_,_ IDENTIFICATION | [ CLASSIFICATION
{ — 1 AN
;"*FO D/I HQ USAP WASH D C.= & /777 ~
|[‘ COMDR ADC ENT AFB, COLO, i s .jif:_‘..-‘;/ FOR INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
I e D

/;\f:.»: NN/ C
APIC advised of unidentified flying object reported cver Xnoxville during past

week., Exact date unknown., Request info as to possible intercept of object by

vour a/c and results of Intercept., Refer to AFR 200-2, dated 12 August 1954,
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) December 1954

Mequest nade to me dJuring your
riginal susplcicns regarding the
tlon have now been cont'irmed,

L / he obJjeet wnieh Jor observed over Xnoxville was one of tyo high
&

3ititude plastie experinental balloens released on the 12th and 13th
/’ of liovember 1954 from the University of Minnesota.

ihe U, §. Office

or Javal Research and the dniversity of Minne-
sota are presently sngaged in an atmospheric experimentation research
orogram and as a result, launen s

peclal types of halloons whilch are
consliderably larger than the averasge weather balloon,

inank rou for Jour Interest in the unidentiried Tlying ob ject Dro-
SP4R And please fael free to sont

2¢% us for any assistance Jyou may re-
Julre in the future.

Jincerely,
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"Shmy"Oélect

g I3NPLT
At Lousville
Unidentified

LOUISVILLE. Ky., Nov. 13.—(7T
—Despite efforts of the Air Force
and speculation by curious onlook-
ers, that shiny objeet over Louis-
ville was recorded officially today |
é@s "‘unidentified.”’ iy

Seemingly motionless at an esti-
mated altitude of 80,000 feet a few
!degr_*ees northwest from downtown
\Louisville, the silvery object caught
ithe stares of thousands of persons
[yeste.rﬂay from about 3 p. m. to

p. m.
F A Jet fighter plane from Wright- |
Patterson Air Force base, Dayton,
cr'ulsg-d the sky for a closeup, but
tl;e_ pilot said he failed to sight the

Ject after climbing to about!
0,000 feet, ’ o
| Thg object was a gleaming white
at first, slowly turned yellow,

e —

ma}lcly red, and then faded into the!
usk. |
Reminiscent of the “flying :
saucer’’ days, newspapers and
| radio stations here were swamped
{with telephone calls while the
“thing”  hevered cryptieally
above,

Charles Strull, veteran member
f the Louisville Astronomical so- .
clety, said ‘“‘It's not a celestialj'

pre—

'body"* because its color changed as |

the sun went down. TR

Meterologist O. K. Anderson said - |
“_From our observation it certainl}'!
didn't seem to be a balloon—it|

! | h
' |showed so littie movement."

Wright-Paterson Air Force hase
spokesmien said Saturday that in-|
vestigation of the ‘‘unidentified ob-|
Ject’’ B8 ccified proiect and.
refused to confirm or deny 1he re-

port about the fighter plane fror|
the base here.
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. ™~ have been launched. |

Mrysterious Object
Could Have Been
 Plastic Balloon

A
N\. \ MINNEAPOLIS, Nov. 15— (AP)
\ —A General Mills, Inc., research
* laboratorv spokesman said today

\u that an object sighteu over Louis-
~ ville, Kv., last Fridav possibly was]|
\:.\ a large plastic balloon released
~ near Minneapolis a day earlier. -
2 The Minneapolis milling firm's
~ scientific laboratory manufac-

tures the white plastic balloons
and sends them aloft in co-opera-
(\ tion with the office of naval re-
.+ search, which is eonducting cosmic
" ray and other upper atmospheric

\: studies. Hundreds of the balloon:

YA The balloon released last Thurs-
=>day measured 90 feet in diameter
and 1s 100 feet long. Its cargo
~J of Instruments was released by
< parachute over southern Minne-
- sota the same day and was re-
™ covered near Austin, Minn. .
‘= No reports on finding the bal-
. lJoon had been received up to noon
todav. A mechanical device re-|
leases the cargo when the wal-
Joon reaches & prescribed alti-|
tude, usually in the stratospherc. |
o A jet fizhter plane from Wright.-
.. Patterson Air Forece basc, Day-
~ {on, was sent to Louisville Friday
“s..in an attempt to identify the ob-
Ject, but the pilot failed to sicht |
~ it after reaching about 40.000 feet. |
The white object was estimated |
2l an altitude of 80.000 fect, ;
After adropping iis instrument |
cargo, a balloon usually rises rap- |
z‘ ]CU}' ELnd bursis. ..

- v - I
|
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Flying saucer experts admit,
“something’s up,” David Dickey
writes. Page C-1.

» The sky yesterday afternoon
produced a “mystery'’ which ex-
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ported it sent up a weather bal-
loon yesterday morning, but it
burst. - No other was sent up |
vesterday by the local station.

Hundreds of fans at the Ten-

. -
-

Knoxville Weather Bureau re-

cited people in Knoxville, out in
the county, in Barbourville, Ky.
and even as far away as Louis-

nessee-Florida football game saw
the object northeast of Shields-}
I r L] [ ] '
F ille, till the Air Foroe aphar ﬁy. 1:"zaasf.lnam-. S;iqném;’amio ob;er:ed!

“solved it. ‘ .. | parently from one of jet intercep-
It was described by Knoxville tors. -

ﬁgwers as an almosg rectangular|; nrs. George A. Caldwell, of!

-object, white, with irregu lar near Strawberry Plains, szid she

sides. “‘Looked like it was Tight saw the object about 4:15 p. m.

over Standard Knitting Mills, ““It looked real big,’”” she said.

sald L. O, Graves, 1903 Jefferson Looked ‘Lighted Up’

AV who looked at the!
ﬁt}ﬁ:;}l f;,jth two neighbors. Another observer reported at

Fliers 'in two jet planes saw 245 p. m. that the object was
the object and flew to investigate. | Visible between F ountain City ans;
Game" Fans See Object 'Hall's, and loo_ked .hghted up.”’ |

, ‘At a great height it was prob-

"It was a balloon,” said Lt. aple that a balloon could have
Melvin Bowers and Lt Mark reflected light from the setting.
StUdder. after they landed back sun, sunset was of-
at McGhee Tyson Air Base, ficially ‘at 5:30 p. m., at ground
“We flew at about 36,000 feet level. |
and got under it. It was still| . At Tazewell, Claiborne County
some distance above us. Prob-| Sheriff Dan Chumley said he
ably sent up by some distant!watched the object, which ap-
weather bureau and drifted in!peared like “a real bright light
here on an upper air current.” ! miib, larger than my two fists.” |

of ‘Thing’

He said that after dark it proved |
to be a red star. ‘I never would !
have believed it,"”’ he szaid. A

Sightings were reported as far5

| east of Knoxville as Newport.

“I saw something- that Jooked |
like 2 neon light,” said Jefferson L,
County Sheriff John Goforth, |
Dandridge, “I watched it with my i
field glasses till night came, and |
it looked like a glass ball through |
the glasses.” |

Kingsport Highwayv Patrol said
it received no calls about the |
“‘saucer,” but observed & very | -
bright star in the east. ¥

‘Traveling Slowly South’ ,
J. S. Warren, News-Sentinel .

| correspondent in Barbourvilie, re. |-

ported a ‘“bright, shinv obiect
appeared ' high over that citv
about 1:30. It was traveling very |}
slowly .south toward Knoxville.'’ |(

In Louisville, Associated Precs
reported, ‘“‘a shiny object. re-|.
corded officially as unidentified. !:
caught the stares of thousands’ |}
late Friday afternoon. Motoricts | b
in two Central Kentucky counties |
reported seeing an object like 2 |v
meteor glowing green or blue Fri- % ¢
day night. ]
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