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1. DATE 12, CONCLUSIONS

TA Was Balloon

Prohably Balloon
Possibiy Balloon

Was Aircraft
Probobly Aircraft?
Possibly Aircraft

% LOCATION syrACAUGA, ALBAMA
GEORGIA, MISSISSIPPI, FLA, S CAROL30 NOV 54

3, DATE-TIME GROUP

Ley) Picea: = anak, 5 eS

Gut _____30/18502 19007,

4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION

D Greund-Vi sual O Ground-Redor

OD AirVi sual

- SOURCE

D Air-intercapt Radar

Was Astronomical Meteorite

Probably Astronomical
Possibly Astronomical

CY) ty jedlens eh eae ae ene ce

Insufficient Data for Evaluation
Unknown

5. PHOTOS

ye, ATIC

O Ne MILITARY & GIVILIAN

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE
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10, BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS

Obj observed by hundreds of persons in the Obj was definitely 2 meteorite.

Ala, Miss, Georgia and Fla area. Refer to 9 lb obj recovered.

case file for complete details.
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30 HOV 1954 - SYLACAUGA,

METEOR INCIDENTpipeeti me2SUMMARYXY:
ee ee

On 30 November 1954 at approximately 1
350 hrs, 5S

through the roo:

sp SE: 2 s slightly injured during the incident.

The object was initially ovserved b
y many persons

of Alabama, Georgia and Mississipp
i.

altitude of 45,00

thet piece which penetrated 7 residence.

The initial UFO teletype reports are d
esignated

this case file.

A FIELD RECOVERY AND REPORT:

Maxwell AFB, Alabama, @n air
 r

agreed to the arrangement.

Capt Rodgcers returned the object to M
axwell AFB,

Morris of the Directory of Research Stud
ies Institute

the object was either a stone meteorite or
 on earthly

© the 4G602nd Air In

2-C errived at Maxwell and interviewed 
Col. KL, Ate

t,, OSL Maxwell. After coordination with the Ba
? Ly

The object exploded 2

ALABAMA

>» an oo ject crashed

of of the residence of Mrs. ee is ee sylacauga, Alebame.

in the three stete ar
ea

%+ an es timated

O to 50,000 ft; the largest and only fragm
ent recovered was

ag Attachment #i, of

where Dr. Frederick K.

tentatively iden tified

perioditite.

telligence Service Fit

se Commander of Maxwell



‘

(Og James E. Pratt) it was mutually agreed that the 4602nd should obtain

the object in accordance with the provisions of AFR 200-2 (UFOR Reporting).

fhe object was returned to Flt 2-C headquarters loceted at Dobbins AFB, Georgia

where arrangements for mailing it were imtiated. A complete narrative renor-

is listed as attachment #2 of this file.

ATIC ACTION:

On 2 December 1954, Captain Hardin, Chief, ATIAE-5, received a telephone

call from Col. Dennison (Exec. Off. of the 48th Air Rescue Squadron, Maxvell.

Col. Dennison stated thet he was “under pressure" to return the object +o

‘tes ge Capt. Hardin assured Col. Dennison that ATIC would not harm tne

original deheanetie of the object in any way during the examination, Capt

Hardin suggested Col Dennison contact irs SP and reassure her the obJec*

would be returned to her as soon as pose ia,

As of 3 December 1954, the object had not been received at ATIC. Capt

Hardin, ATIAE-5, placed a call to Flt 2-C of the 4602nd to inquire as *o its

status. Prior authorization for direct contact with a field unit had beens

obtained from Hq 4602nda AISS, Ent AFB, Colorado. Capt. Hardin was inf

by lst Lt Richard C. Vaughn, OCI, Flt 2-C, that he had encountered some

difficulty in transporting the object to ATIC. He stated that he would s#n4
©o

immediately by First CLass mail and register it.

receivesOn 6 December 1954, the object, encased in a wooden box was

ATIC and signed for by T/Set Drepperd,, ATIAE-5. The odject was immed ate.

examined visually by Dr. Robinson, ATIAE-4, whose evaluation is +5

attachment #3 of this file.
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On 6 December 1954, Capt. Hardin placed to Co!

infoynad him thet the object was being examined at ATIC. Col. Bloower stated

he had received a Congressional inquiry on the ma
tter as

press releases. Col. Bloomer also stated tnat the Smithsonian Institute (Wash

pC) would like to examine the object. He recommended thet Capt Hardin contact

Mr. Henderson of the Institute relative to the matter. 
On the same date,

Capt. Hardin received a telegram from the urs owner of the meteorite.

Thig message is entered into this file as attachment #h

On 7 December 1954, T/Sat Drepperd placed 4 call to Mr. 
Henderson of the

Smithsonian. Mr. Henderson agreed there is no question of who is the right
ful

owner, however, any type of meteorite is considered of nation
al scientific

value, and the National Museum (Smithsonian) should have 
an opportunity

to examine it. Mr. Henderson furthe stated that, if possible, they would in-

form a °° the true monetary value of the meteorite. T/Sgt. Drepperd

recommended that Mr. Henderson contact Col. Bloomer to make
 arrangements for

acquision of the meteorite from the A.F.

Shortly after the above mentioned phone conversation, Col
 Bloomer called

Capt Hardin and informed him that a suitable agreement had 
been 2ccomplished

between the Smithsonian and Mrs .gigMIP® on zressional Rep
resentative. Plans

called for the AF to release the meteorite to the Congressman
, who in turn would

Loan it to the Smithsonian for study. Col Bloomer tnen wquested the meteorite

to be forwarded to AFOIN-xX. Col Bloomer 2lso requested 4 short report of ATIC's

analysis for press release. information.

The meteorite was crated in the same wooden box it was received in and

air mailed at 1200 hrs to Col Bloomer. (Col Bloomer acknowledged receipt

via telephone at 100 hrs, 8 Dec 54).
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A TWX, reference attachment #5 was prepared and forwarded to AFOIN-X on

nt Dapageee 1954.

CONCLUSIONS:

Final evaluation, conducted by Dr. Robinson, is contained herein as

Attachment #6. The mteroite was photographed by ATIRT-1 on 6 December 1954.

The three photographs are included in this file as Attachment #7. The

following organizations and individuals received copies of the photo's as

indicated:

1 set contains three photographs.

Hq USAF - AFOIN-X 2 sets

ATIAE-5 1 set

Dr. Taylor C&N Lab, WADC 1 set

Dr. Hynek 2 sets

Dr. Robinson - 2 sets

4602nd AISS 2 sets

See other side of this file for additional information pertaining to this

case.
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-« DESCRIPTION OF OBJECT (S$)

Ae SHAPE UNKNOWN 
(

Bgeske oor REPORT SUBMITTED BY CAPT . HAYNES N HUNTER.
Ce APPZARES AS BRIGHT OBJECT TRAILING SMOYVE. j $

D. ONE-@ to

TINTree ear t ae

Xe Ully Ow iV

*e BRIGHT OBJECT TRAILING SMOYE-OB3JECT EXPLODED.

fe)

DESCRIBED AS A ROCCET, A MISSILE, A METEOR, OR A RBORNING JET



DESCRIPTION OF COURSE OF OBJECT (S)

Ae BRIGHT NESS OF OBJECT IN SKY

Be VERY HIGH AND COMING DOWN. ESTIMATES FROM AIRCRAFT PLACE

ALTITUDE OF EXPLOSION FROM 42,900 TO 509%99TT.

Ce EXPLODED

De VERTICAL DESCENT
m
i

Ee EXPLOSION-DISENTRAGTZED-PIZECES OBS!

MANNER OF OBSERVATIONS

A. GROUND/VISSAL AND AIR/VISUAL

} NONE KNOWN7@
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TIME AND DATE OF SIGHTING?

As REPORTS RECEIVED INDICATE EXPLOSION TO HAVE OCCURRED 185:

rue? reY ay
NOVEMBER 1954

_ HAV

_@ wit

LOCATIONS. OF OBSERVER (S23

JELL AFB, ALA. SYLACAUGA, ALA.

‘-RVED FALLI G TO GROUND

eae a ee
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G2 FOUR OF JESYQ 695

29,999 FEET 270 DEGREES/ 59 yYNOTS

$9,030 FEET 272 DEGREES’ 79 xNOTs

50,903 FRET 249 DEGREES’ 129 nots

$9,909 FEST 27% DEGREES/ 6% KNOTS

C. CEILING-NONE

D. VISISILITY-15 MILES,

E. CLOUD COVER-HIGH SCAT CIRRVS

Fe THUNDERSTORMS-NONZ

» NONE KNOWN

« NONE KNOYN-<OBJECT EXPLOEDZ.

MAXWELL AIR RESCUE SQUADRON SENT SEVERAL AIRCRAFT TO SIT2S oF

REPORTED EXPLOSIONS-NO WRECKAGE OR DEBRIS LOCATED BY AIR SmARCH

“GROUND PARTIES DISPATCHED FROM LAWSON AF3 TO PHENIX CITY ARE

NEG, RESULTS. -

4e NUMEROUS AIRCRAFT IN VARIOUS AREAS OF REPORTED SIGHTINGS.

oe OPERATIONS OFFICZ, MAXWELL FLIGHT SERVICE CENTER, MAXWELL AFB,

ALABAMA

e IMMEDIATELY AFTER EXPLOSION, AN OBJECT CAME THRU ROOF OF HONE

OF MRS, MP SYLACAUGA, ALA. OBJECT HIT “Sgn asop
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LONG WHITE FIREY TAIL AND A LITTLE WHITE SMovE ABOUTAS LONG AS A 12”

JLER HELD AT ARMS LENGTH WITH A WHITE FIREY, EXTREMELY BRIGHT AND

“ARLY BLINDING LIKE WHITE PYOSPHEROUS BODY ABOUT THE SIZE OF THE END

A FINGER POINT AT YOU F ARMS LENGTHe NO NOISE WAS HEARD THROUGH-~

JT ITS VISIBLE 32 TO 45 DEGREE DIVING COURSE To SOUNDLESS EXPLOSION

POINT. AT EXPLOSION OR DISINTERGATION. POINT IT STOPPED NOPANTLY,

MED. TO Véulsd ANSTANT“LY EITHER BY DISINTERGATING OR BY LA AVING..
: ~ sete — me 2 

lan

TES ATMOSPHERE. NO PIECES COULD BE SEEN DUE To NICKED EYE OBSERVATION.

[ VANISHING POINT THE OBJECT APPEARED TO STILL BE ‘QUITE HIGH, SAY-

5 TO 69 THOUSAND FEET. I IMAGINE SPEED WAS IN EXCESS oF 2 TO 6

HOUSAND MILES PER HOUR SINCE IT COVERED A2% DEGREE ARC OF THRE SKY °iN

|} 430UT 2 SECOND OR LESS. I WAS COINCIDENTLY LOOKING A N DIRECTION AT

LIM OF EVENT. THE WHITE SMOKE TAIL (PART OF IT) LINGERED IN THE SKY

OR ABOUT Z5TO 19 MINUTES AFTER VANISHING POINT, AND FINALLY DISAPATED

‘TO OR ABOVE OR BELOW A VERY THIN LAYER OF CIRVS CHORSE TAILS? N THE

AH OF THE OBJECTS

PT. HAYNES WN, HUNTER MAXUELL FLT SERVICE CENTER MAXWELL A¥3, ALAe

2 NOV 1545

IGNED GOLINSKY=<E£ND

2722427 NOV JESYO “ CT 19 ten gif Tt
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

WASHINGTON
’ THE {2.37 2S5TSR GFNERAL. USAF

DISTRICT OFFISE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

VRIGHT-PATTE2SG% AlR FOPCE BASE, OHIOUNCLASSIFIED Hf |
SN 2))—21<150 16 December 195):
5D 2hy-21=15 ;

SUBJECT: UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS
Over Alabama, Georgia and Mississippi,

and particularly Sylacausa, Alabama,

TO:
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DETAILS: UNCLASSIFIED

1.. This investigation was requested by Commander, Maxwell AFE, Alabama,

predicated upon unconfirmed reports of aerial explosions, alleged aircraft

crashes and unidentified flying objects, one of which is alleged to have fallen

through the roof of house, injuring civilian female occupant, on 30 November 1954.

2. This is a joint investigation by Special Agent KENNETH L. ATCHLEY and

the writer.

AT MAXWELL AFB, ALABAMA

3. At 1540 hours, 30 November 1954, ANDREW R. CURTIS, JR., Captain, Adjutant,

3800th Air Base Wing, telephonically advised Special Agent ATCHLEY that GILBERT P.

COHEN, 24. L Officer of the Day, had at 1530 hours, received a telephone call

from engeiiaamar,-:, Sylacauga, Alabama, to the effect that a large
object of’either rock or metallic substance had fallen through the roof of a house

in Sylacauga a few hours previously, and said object had struck and injured a

woman occupant of the house, HOWARD stated further that an explosion of some type

had occurred in the air over Sylacauga at approximately the same time as the object

had struck the house, HOWARD further advised that aircraft had been seen in the

area just prior to the explosion. HOWARD stated according to his information, the

object had been hot when it was found on the floor of the house. CUXTIS further

informed Special Agent ATCHLEY that a 48th Air Rescue Squadron helicopter had

been dispatched to Sylacauga to obtain the object and return it to laxwell AFB,

and Colonel JAMES G. IRATT, Commander, 3800th Air Base Wing, had requested that

Special Agent ATCHLEY meet the helicopter upon its return from Sylacauga and

examine the object in an attempt to identify its origin.

4. At 1600 hours, 30 November 1954, WILLIAM HK. AUSTIN, WOJG, Adjutant,

3860th Air Base Group, Gunter AFB, Alabama, telephonically notified the writer

that at approximately 1315 hours he had received a telerhone call from Mrs.

GEORGE L. MC KEE, 4061 Wares Ferry Road, Montgomery, Alabama, to the effect that

at approximately 1245 hours, she had seen a large explosion in the air followed

by a large puff of black smoke, Irs, MC KEE stated that the explosion appeared

to be in a northern direction from Montgomery, and she saw only a large explosion

of flame followed by the black smoke, but did not hear the explosion, AUSTIN

stated that mrs. MC KEE could furnish no further pertinent information.

5. At 1610 hours, 30 November 1954, GEORGE R, EUMFORD, lst Lt., Flight

Service Center, was telephonically contacted regarding any reported aircraft

crashes, BUMFORD advised they had received numerous reports of alleged aircraft

ereshes and/or explosions during the cfternoon from numerous places in Alabama,
Mississippi and Georgia, including a report of an explosion in the area of

Sylacauga, Alabama, BUMFORD advised that 211 received reports had been or were

being checked, all with negative results, BUMFOHD further verified that the 48th

UNCLASSIFIED
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| Synopsis }
Investigation requested by Commander, Maxwell AFB, Alabama, as a result of

| unconfirmed reports of aerial explosions, alleged aircraft crashes and unidenti-

| fied flying objects. One unidentified flying object feil through roof of house

| injuring occupant. Object obtained by Air Rescue aircraft, returned to station

‘and examined by Geiger Counters with negative results. Flight Service Center

| received numerous reports of aircraft crashes, aerial explosions and flying ob-
| jects in area where UFOB found. Air Defense Command informed of situation

under provisions of AFR 200-2 and directed AISS Team to question persons with

knowledge of reports of explosions and to obtain UFOB for transmission to

Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio, for purpose of determining its origin. Consider-

able publicity resulted in object having been obtained by USAF. Guided Missile

Expert advised UFOB not of similar substance used in his field of experiments,

Geologist with Research Studies Institute advises that without complete exami-

nations of object, he could identify it only as "either a stone meteorite or

an earthly peridotite". UFOB released to AISS Team. Husband of victim alleged

to have retained attorney to regain UFOB from USAF,

ATTENTION

Disclosure of the nature, sources, or even the existence of such investigative

information to persons mentioned in the report or to other persons not normally

entitled to such information may be made only when expressly authorized by the

Director of Special Investigations, Headquarters USAF, or higher authority.
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of AFR 205-1.
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‘an exjylosion in the air, estima@€d

30 November 1954, and indicated the following notations pertaining to reyorts

received concerning aircraft cras Jor mid-air explosions:

» Homerville, Georgia, reported seein-a. 1238 hours: Mrs.

be atproximately five (5) miles north of
Homerville, Georgia,

b. 1248 hours: Maxwell AFB Tower reported seeing a ball of smoke which

appeared to be falling; estimated position five (5) miles north of runway #36.

Search by B-25 reported negative,

c. 1301 hours: Assorted reports of crashes and explosions as follows:

(1) - —egfeanan.. Marietta, Georgia, reported to Dobbins AFB,
Georgia, Fire Department that he saw explosion in the air,

estimated one-quarter mile south of Smyrna, Georgia. Object

resembled falling jet aircraft.

(2) vr, Siete Atlanta, Georgia, rerorted seeing explosion
in the air resembling a falling jet.

(3) Birmingham, Alabama Airport Tower reported silver object falling

at bearing 135 degrees, forty miles southeast of Birmingham.

Small plane pilots reported smoke in same area at same time.

ad. 1310 hours: Aircraft crash reported from Fhenix City, Alabama.

Search negative.

e. 1315 hours: Unidentified civilian, Tuscaloosa, Alabama, reported

seeing orange flash in sky, then falling objects.

£, 1320 hours: Dobbins AFB, Georgia, Tower reported crash in vicinity

of ewnan, Georgia, southwest of Atlanta, Georgia.

g. 1325 hours: Airline pilot reported crash or explosion below his

altitude of 8,000 feet,

h. 1330 hours: eas Ai Winona, Mississippi, reported jet
aircraft on fire in air approximately 25 miles east of Greenwood, Mississippi.

BUMFPORD advised that he could furnish no further pertinent information.

9. At 1845 hours, 30 November 1954, Mr, _—itt/———bpenemmemeemer:> ot?

gomery, Alabama, Be lly advised the writer that at 1400 hours, this date

he had observeda large explosion followed by a mass of white flame and black

smoke, due north of Montgomery, Alabama. SHEE 2s ed that after the explosion,
which he did not hear, he saw an object zig-zagging downward from the flame puff.



Air Rescue Squadron presently had a helicopter in Sylacauga to obtain the object

reported to have fallen in that area, and it was expected to return to Maxwell AFL

at approximately 1715 hours,

6. At 1700 hours, 30 November 1954, the late edition of the Alabama Journés.

a local newspaper, was screened for publicity concerning the cited reports, The

following item was listed on the front page of said newspaper and is quoted

verbatim below:

"PILOT REPORTS BLAST 60,000 FEET ABOVE MONTGOMERY

"A pilot flying over Montgomery early this afternoon reported sighting

of an explosion of an unidentified object over Montgomery, about 60,000 feet

up.

"The ebject exploded about 1:30. The pilot was not identified.

"Meanwhile, a resident of the Cloverland area reported she saw an object,

which she described as larger than a fireworks display, disintegrated before

it hit the ground,

"Police said they did not have any report of the alleged explosion and

the Highway Fatrol reported that a search was on in the Sylacauga area for

reyorted unidentified object which fell with a flash in an area north of

Montgomery and southeast of Birmingham.

"Reports received here at 2 p.m. said what appeared to be an explosion

was heard high over Sylacauga, An unidentified object fell through the roof

of a home and injured a woman,"

7. At 1730 hours, 30 November 1954, R. B. ROBERTS, Captain, 25792A, 48th

Air Rescue Squadron, pilot of helicopter referred to previously, returned from

Sylacauga, Alabama, and released to Special Agent ATCHLEY the object which

allegedly fell through the roof of a house in Sylacauga. The object was estimated

to weigh approximately nine (9) pounds, and appeared to be of rock or metallic
substance, and was of black or charcoal color, ROBERTS advised that he had ob-

tained this object from Mayor EDWARD J. HOWARD and Chief of Folice W. D. ASHCRAFT

at Sylacauga, Alabama, ROBERTS stated ASHCRAFT informed him to the effect that

Mrs, HEWLETT HODGES, Oak Grove Community, three (3) miles cast of Sylacauga, had

reported to him that between 1245 and 1300 hours, 30 November 1954, the object

fell through the roof of her house while she was lying on the couch, and struck

her on the body, AsHCRAFT stated to the best of his knowledge, the object was

not hot when it struck Mrs, HODGES, nor was it hot when he obtained it from Mrs.

HODGES,

8. At 1800 hours, 30 November 1954, Ist Lt, GEORGE R. BUMFORD, Flight

Service Center, furnished the log book of 48th Air Rescus Squadron Operations for
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17. On 1 Lecember 1954, LANZ and TENNILLE, accompanied by Special Agent

ATCHLEY and the writer, interviewed Professor FREDERICK K. MORRIS, Geologist,

Arctic-Desert-Tropic Information Center, Research Studies Institute, concerning

the object. After considerable deliberation and examination of the object, Dr.
MORRIS advised that due to present circumstances of urgency to forward object

to Wright-Patterson AFB, which would permit him only a very limited examination

of the object, he could identify it only as "either a stone meteorite or an

earthly peridotite".

18, On 1 December 1954, JAMES G. PRATT, Colonel, Commander, Maxwell AFH, was

briefed on all available pertinent information concerning the object by Szecial
Agent ATCHLEY, M/Sgt. LANZ, M/Sgt. TENNILLE and the writer, At this time Colonel

FRATT telephonically contacted the Operations Officer, 4602nd AISS, Ent AFB,

Colorado, and requested that Headquarters to telephonically contact the Mayor of

Sylacauga, Alabama, in an effort to satisfactorily explain the necessity for USAF

examination of the object and thus avoid any publicity adverse to USiF concerning

the method by which it was obtained from the Mayor of Sylacauga, This step was

taken in view of increasing publicity resulting from numerous and frequent protests

made by Mr, HEWLETT HODGES concerning the USAF obtaining and withholding the

object. It was determined from local newspapers that HODGES had this date obtainec

an attorney for the purpose of recovering the alleged meteorite from the USAF.

19. The following information from the Montgomery Advertiser, a newspaper of

Montgomery, Alabama, and from the Birmingham Post-Heralid, a Birmingham, Alabama

newspaper, both of 1 December 1954, is quoted verbatim below:

"FRAGMENT OF METEORITE CRASEES SYLACAUGA HOME

"SYLACAUGA, Ala., Nov. 30 (AP)— A meteorite crashed through the roof of a

house here today and slightly injured Mrs. Hewlett Hodges, 32.

"George Swindle, field representative of the U.S. Geological Surevy, tested

the nine-pound object and identified it as a sulphide meteorite.

"A mysterious explosion in the Sylacauga area, sbout 55 miles southeast of

Birmingham, set. off a three-state search today in which 35 or 40 planes took part,

But there were no planes reported missing,

"The explosion was seen as far south as Phenix City, on the Alabama-Georgia

border.

"Dr. Walter B. Jones, Alabama state geologist, ssid evidently a meteor exploded

in southeast Alabama, and Mrs. Hodges was hurt by a particle of it.

"Swindle, who is condvcting'a water survey in Sylacauga, said after he identi-

fied the meteorite, it was taken to Maxwell Air Force Ease at Montgomery, ‘where

the Air Force is required to examine such strange objects’.



a. UNCLASSIFIED

10, At 1915 hours, 30 November 1954, JUHN BABCOCK, Colonel, Chicf, Special

Weapons Branch, Command and Staff College, cxamined the object with Geiger

Counters which revealed no indication of radio activity.

11, At 2120 hours, 30 November 1954, RODMAN REDARD, Captain, Duty Officer,
Directorate, Special Investigations, Washington, D, C., was telephonically advisea

of the above related events which had transpired as of this time, in compliance

with AFR 200-2, by Special Agent ATCHLEY.

12. On 1 December 1954, three (3) views of the object were photographed by
the Maxwell AFB Alert Fhotograrher, These photographs are attached as Inclosure #1.

13. At 1025 hours, 1 December 1954, JOSEFE CYBULSKI, Major, Headquarters,

Air Defense Command, Ent AFB, Colorado, telephonically contacted Special Agent

ATCFLEY requesting information concerning the unidentified flying object which

landed at Sylacauga, Alabama, 30 November 1954. CYBULSKI was furnished all per-

tinent information available in compliance with AFR 20°-2 dated 12 August 1954.

CYBULSKI advised that an Intelligence Team from Flight 20, 4602nd Air Intelligence

Service Squadron, 35th Air Division, Dobbins AFB, Marietta, Georgia, consisting

of M/Sgts. LANZ and TENNILLE, had departed Dobbins AFE this date to conduct inter-

views at Lawson AFB, Georgia, and Fhenix City, Alabama, then would report to

Maxwell AFB, Alabama, to Special Agent ATCHLEY for the purpose of obtaining in-

formation concerning the object and, if possible, to obtain the object itself.

CYBULSKI suggested that the 8th District OSI could either release the object to

the AISS Team or could forward it to ATIC, 'right-Fatterson \FB, Ohio. CYBULSKI

advised that the above action was required in order to effect compliance with

applicable provisions of AFR 200-2,

14. On 1 December 1954, Mr, SRR. Public Information Officer, and
Dr. ERNST STUHLINGER, Guided Missile Expert, Redstone Arsenal, Huntsville, Alabama,

examined the object and discussed the events with Special Agent ATCHLEY, Dr.

STUELINGER advised Special Agent ATCHLEY the object was not part of any equipment

or materiel in use at their station,

15. On 1 December 1954, Special Agent ATCHLEY telephonically contacted Mr.

GILBERT R. LEVY, Chief, Counter Intelligence Investigations Division, Directorate,

Special Investigations, Washington, D. C., and briefcd him on all pertinent

information available at this time regarding the incident.

16, On 1 Decembcr 1954, GEBHARD LANZ, M/Set., AF 33131779, and CARL G.

TENNILLE, M/Sgt., AF 6973086, Flight 2C, 4602nd Air Intelligence Service Squadron,

Dobbins .FB, Georgia, contacted Special Agent ATCHLEY and were briefed on all

pertinent information available, by Special Agent ATCHLEY and the writer. LANZ

edvised that they head already obtained all information contained in Log Book of

Flight service Center, concerning the unidentified flying objcet and desired to

obtain the object itself for return to Dobbins AFB and further transmission to

Wright-Fatterson AFB. The object was at this time released to LANZ and TENNILLE

by Special Agent ATCHLEY.
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"Plunges Through Roof of House—

"METEORITE HITS SYLACAUGA WIFE

3 States View Air Explosions

"Woman is First Person in History Known to be Struck by Sky Object

"A large meteor exploded high in the heavens above Alabama yesterday «cfternco:

and a piece of it fell through the roof of a Sylacauga house and bruised a 31-year

old housewife,

"Mrs ii, 2 pluup, cheerful woman, was lying asleep on a sofa in

her living room when she became the first person in history known to hive been

struck by a meteorite,

"The fragment, torn loose from the meteor by one of three terrific explosions

of fire and smoke, smashed a three-foot wide hole in the roof of the Hodges' home,

"The meteorite, identified by experts 2s being of the sulphide variety,

landed on Mrs . Sage hip and 'made a big bruised place',

"tIt also hit me on the hand and it swelled up', she said.

"Her hand still was swollen last night, and was turning blue-black and grecn.

"She said the bruises of her hip were even more colored,

"The object which struck hrs, was identified as a meteorite (2 metcor

which strikes the ground) by George Swindle, ficld representative of the U. S,
Geological Survey,

"The explosion which tore the meteor to bits hazpened at 12:45 p.m. and

caused wild excitement not only in Sylacnuga where everyone seemed to have bern

viewing the heavens, but also in other parts of Alabama, Georgia and Mississippi.

"The explosion probably occured some 40 miles up, but was heard over 2 wide

distance and seen even further.

"A Birminghan man who saw the explosion but did not hear it, said 2 msh-

roomed=-shaped cloud formed in the direction of Sylacauga from Birmingham and
+

lasted for about 15 minutes before dissepaiting.

"Observers in Sylacauga could see the smoke but could not tell its shape since

it was directly overhead.

“The piece which hit Mrs. ae was examined by Swindle on the scene. He
harpened to be in Sylacauga conducting 2 water survey.
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UNCLASSIFIED
"Swindle said Mayor Ed J. Howard has assured Dr. Jones the meteorite will be

placed in the state museum at the University of Alabama when it is returned by th:

Air Force.

"Sylacaugea police rushed to the Hedges home when the object crashed through

the roof about 1 p. m.

"Mrs wt: she was lying on a couch in the living room of the frame
house when the meteorite smashed a three-foot wide hole in the room and game

tumbling through the ceiling.

"ITt hit our radio at one end of the couch and bounced off on me. It hit me

on the arm and hip', she said.

"Police summoned 1 doctor when they arrived and irs (RE vs treated for
bruises. She was reported in good condition tonight.

"'We had a little excitement oround here todsy', she told her husband when he

came home from work,

"tA meteorite fell through the roof.'

‘ar: a tree surgeon and knew nothing of the incident until he came home
from work tonight. He had been trimming trees for the telephone company.

"tT don't believe I want to talk to anybody clse for a while’, said Mrs.

a 'I'm kind of tired’.

seg 3:5: his wife told him the house had been full of people all afternoon.

"'She said there must have been several hundred', he added.

oo said he had no insurance on the house, and hadn't estimated the damage.
He said the radio apparently was damaged extensively.

"Swindle said the meteorite was about six inches in diameter. He said the

inside was a metalic, grey granular substance, which resrondied to tests given for

sulphide. The outside coating was a black satin oppcaring ‘sudstance.

"Dr. Jones said tonight he would welcome the meteorite, since the University

museum do¢s not have such an object from Alabama,"
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"A woman wso livec cirectlyf=} i dire y across the street from a hone, Mrs.

\' — in her front yard planting shrubbery when the fragment fell.

"tBut I didn't hear anything', she saic. ‘I didn't even know anything h2x¢

happened until somebody came out and tolc me about it!

"irs. GAMMBRsoid she didn't hear anything either.

"She was asleep on 2 sofa in the living room, sleeping with her face towxrd

the back of the sofa, her left hip up.

"When the metecrite hit her roof, it slantec across the room anc. struck h

on the hip anc injurec her hane anc arm which were lying on the hip.

"tT woke up and thought the house was falling down', irs. Qgjescic.

fie ert: SSE was in the next roo n sewing. She came running in and

asked me if the house was falling down.

"tT said I didn't know. I thought it was the chimney.

out of the house.

I got up anc started

Then my hip started hurting.

"IT hadn't even seen the rock.'

"Then she and her mother found the hole in the roof anc saw the 'rock' on

the floor. They callec the police.

"'There wasn't any smell or anything to the rock said irs, Qe

"Folice Lt. W. T. Van Sandt, when he arrived, realized what must have happened

and took the cbject to the police station where it was identified by the U. S,
geologist.

"Van Sancdt said that the object was cold to the touch when heI 1e arrived.

3 SP << her mother had net cisturbec the meteorite.

"But her clothing was not scorched anc she was not burnec on the arm where

it hit her.

"'It's a good thing it didn't hit me in the headc,! saic rs, ‘it

might have killed me.'

TS.

corner ae then bounced

by 2 piece of the ceiling

t+ first the object had fallen:amaMNMEp thought a
anc hit her. The radio

itop a radio set in the

was damagec.

"tBut now I don't believe it cic,' she said. ‘'The radi

or roof,'
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"After he viewed it, an Air Force captain in a heliocopter landed in the

small city 50 miles southeast of Birmingham and whisked the meteorite away ©
Maxwell Field at Montgorery.

"Swindle said Sylacauga Mayor Ed J. Howard gave assurances that the object

will be placed in the State Museum of Natural History at the University of

Alabama when it is returned by the Air Force.

"But Mrs, Qe husband, who didn't know about the incident until he got

home from work early last night, was furious about the loss of the meteorite.

"tT om going to demand that the Air Force return the stone to me!', he said.

'They had no business taking it away in the first place.'

ee not get to see the meteorite before it was flown away.

WMen exploye. of Bell Telephone Co., said he theught he could 'get

enough evidence that the thing fell in my house.!

"The meteorite which hit res. RRP wecicnce nlnost 10 pounds,

"Police Chief W. D. Ashcraft ance other officers who handled it before it was

turned over to the Air Force, said it was a metallic object, black anc scorched—

looking.

"Swindle, the geologist, said the meteorite was six inches in diameter. He

said the inside was a metallic, gray granular substance which responced to tests

given for sulphides.

"The outside coating was a black satin appearing substance,

"Besides striking rs aaa the meteorite caused quite a stir in Sylacauga.

"Almost everyone in town saw the smoke which followed the explosion and a

goodly nusiber saw the explosicn itself.

eases eenmnaiid a country store operator and farmer,was outside his hone
when Re heard the explosions.

"'First there was 2 loud boom', he said. ‘Then in a few seconds there was

another one and then a third’.

QE 5256 sftcr the first and second explosions, He located the direction
of the noise and locked aloft and sow the thirc. There was a littlefire ane a

let of black smoke,

"He was about two miles from the Hodges house.



o his office and X-rayed her.“Police summoned a doctor who took hirs,

He did not find any broken bones and sent her home,

"Her husband did not know of any of this until he arrived home from work.

"'We had a little excitement around here today', she +o A in a wifely
fashion. ‘A meteor fell through the roof,!

th a home is one of the oldest houses in the Sylacauga area. Itis

a rambling wooden house set among groves of old trees.

"One witness to the explosion said that before it exploded, the meteor

appeared to be a plane on fire,

"'It was a blaze of fire with a lot of smoke', said Miss WyRRMMMMMp 22, a

waitress at the DeSoto Grill near Sylacauga.

"She was standing outside waiting for a bus with two other women,

"tOne of them said to look at the plane on fire', hiss gee said. ‘We looked
and there it was.!

"Just at that moment, she said, it blew ur in a blinding flash and a lot of

noise,

"It appeared to come out of the southeast.

"Several other persons in Sylacauga thought it was a burning plane a >

a search with some 30 or 40 airplanes got under way shortly to look for the crash.

"There were variances in the descriptions of the smoke from the explosions,

"In Sylaeauga, it appeared black,

"In Birmingham and in other places at a distance, it appeared white.

"There was immediate re-action to the meteorite story from over the nation,

"Experts agreed unanimously that > TES. <.s the first rerson known to
have been struck by a meteorite.

"D ‘amateur astronomer and registrar at Birmingham-Southern

College, said he never had heard of it before.

| ANE eg head of the astronomy department at Agnes Scott College

at Atlanta, said that the injury of irs was the first that he knew of that

could be attributed to a meteor, 4
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"Numerous astronomers state in books on the subject that no one ever has been

struck.

"But the fragment which fell from the sky over Alabama yesterday is only one

of billions which strike the earth's atmosphere each day.

"Most of them are tiny particles of sand-like material, remnants of lost

worlds that exploded eons ago and swarm around the sun like knats.

"Some are in regular orbits and when the earth passes through these meteor

orbits, more are seen than normally.

"Only rarely does one last more than an instant of a second before being

burned to a crisp by earth's atmosphere.

"The burning of the metcors is caused by their tremendous speed as they come

into contact with the earth's atmosphere.

"Meteors generally start burning at about 100 miles up and burn out before

they descend very far. If one is large cnough to burn until it reaches an altitude

of about 40 miles, it explodes in a manner similar to one which blew up over

Sylacauga.

"The pieces then drift down over wide 2reas, hitting the ground at only

moterate speeds because the air resistance slows them down.

"The fact that the Sylacauea meteor exrloded at 2 tremendous height is sub-

stantiated by the fact that the explosion was seen from three states,

"It was seen at Fhenix City and a wild rerort started there that the meteor

was a flying saucer and that a woman saw a man get out of it.

"Guardsmen went out in planes, jeeps, ambulances and heliocopter_ trying to

find the object.

"But Guardsmen were unable to find anything, even though they scoured the

areae

"The bright flash across the sky was rerorted simultaneously at Atlanta,

Newnan and Columbus, Ga., several parts of Alnb-ma, and as far west as Greenville,

hiss,

"In Atlanta, the Air Force and State Fatrol received several reports of a

probable plane crash near iiewnan, 40 miles southwest of Atlanta. Two patrol cars

searched the area for two hours before calling off the search.

12
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"Radio Station WOOH in Newnan reported numerous calls from persons who said

they saw a mysterious, flaming object in the sky.

"A Civil Aeronautics Adm., employe. in Montgomery saw the falling meteor,

He described it as 'a bright light like a falling star with a trail of smoke

behind it' which fell across the horizon from a great height.

"\ Maxwell Air Force pilot who was flying at high altitude also sighted it

and gave a similar description.

"National Guard Sgt. Joe Clark of Elba was with the Guard in Phenix City.

He said it appeared smaller tnan a plane,

"In Sylacauga, the descriptions of the exzlosions were a3 varied as the

persons who heard it,

"To some, it was just loud 'boom, boom, booms’.

"Others heard sinmall crackling noises and porping sounds between the big

explosions.

"A Sylacauga city councilman, B. J. Phillips said it sounded like thunder to

him, He was at home restiug after lunch when the explosion occurred,

"Being the first person to be hit by a falling meteorite was of almost no

moment to — - when asked how she felt about the dubious honor, she said:
'I feel bruised!

"And what kind of a day was it?

"It was a day when the stars fell on Alabama at last."

20. On 6 December 1954, cozy of report of incident as written by LANZ and

TENNILLE was received from Flight 2C, 4602nd AiSS, Lobbins AFB, Georgia, and is

quoted verbatim: (Details only)

"FLIGHT 2-C, 4602D AISS

35TH AIR DIV (D), DOBBINS AFB, UFOB
MARIETTA, GEORGIA

NARRATIVE OF EVEsITS RELATING TO UFOB SEE AT SYLACAUGA, ALABAMA(GECREF: GJDD 4510)

1. Received telephone call from Hq 46024 ‘15S, Colorado Springs, Colorado at

1/0100Z, Major Cybulski informed Sgt Lanz to proeeed to the foll places and contact

the foll persons and/or agencies relative to investigation of rerort:

a, Atlanta Municipal Airport, Air Route Traffic Control Center (GEOREF:

GJFL 3646).



b. Lawson Air Force Base, Fort Benning, Georgia (GEOREF: GJFC 0520).

c. Phenix City, Alabama, |, agar e:
GJEC 5928).

d, Maxwell Air Farce Base, Flight Service, 48 ARS, Major Kelso (GEOR:F:
GJDC 3928).

e. Sylacauga, Alabama, LS paiaieaiilinleeiiemmm CRORE : GJDD 4510).

2. At 1/0120Z another call was received from Hq 4602d; Major De Bruler and

Major Cybulski informed Sgt Lanz that a Ti, msg rept had been received at 35th Air

Div (Def), DAFB, Marietta, Georgia (GEOREF: GJFD 2954) relative to UFCB re: TT msg
M 30/2243Z from Comdr Flight Service, Maxwell AFB, Alabama.

3. A check was made with 35th Division D/I and a cozy of above cited msg was

picked up prior to departure for investigation vy 1/Sgt's Lanz and Tennille at
1/0210Z, Team utilized mil vehicle,

4.- At 1/0330Z team arrived at Atlanta Municipal Airport, Air Route Traffic

Control Center, and the following information was obtained from H. W, Duke, Senior

Controller ARTCC, Atlanta, Georgia (Note: Extracted verbatim from ARTCC log):

a. At 30/1854Z Montgomery(MGM) and Maxwell(XF) Tower reported explosion
at high altitude and ball of fire trailing smoke falling north of

Montgomery, Alabama(MGM).

b. At 30/1855Z Atlanta, Georgia(ATL) Tower reported bright flash west of
airport. Dobbins AFB(MGE) Tower reported this to ATL also, AF 2275 B-

47 witnessed the same thing and advised object above 34,000 feet, Mr.

Campbell at (TCL) Tuscaloosa, Alabama reported to TCL the same thing,

c. At 30/19007 Maxwell(MAF) Flight Service advised they were sending out

a SA-16 from Rescue Squadron to investigate.

a, At 30/1905 Dobbins AFB has no B-47's out. All IFR in (MGM) area
accounted for,

e, At 30/1909Z Tuscaloosa, Alabama (TCL) advised Mr. Fulman of TCL
University observed bright orange flame and pieces falling east of

Tuscaloosa, Alabama. Birmingham, Alab-ma (BHM) advised it appeared to
be bearing 135 degrees from (BHM). Montgomery (IGM) advised due north
of Montgomery. AF 2275 (B-47) advised altitude looked to be 60,000
feet. Flight Service advised 30/19102Z.

f, At 30/1928Z Alabama State Patrol sending unit to Smith's station
(6 miles NE of thenix City on U.S, 280) to investigate falling object
rejorted hitting ground.
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At 1/1900Z Intell Team arrived Operations Office, Maxwell AFB, Alabama,

Qe

Ce

The names and locations of the following personnel were obtained:

Col K, L, Atchley

District Commander

Sth District OSI (16)
Maxwell AFB

Capt Marsten

Operations Officer

48th Air Rescue Squadron

Maxwell AFB

T/Sgt Jack L. Fotter

Control Tower Operator

A8th Air Rescue Squadron

Maxwell A}B

T/Sgt Potter met Sgt Lanz at operstions for completion of ATIC Form
# 164(Ref incl # 2).

Sgt Tennille contacted Capt Marsten, 48th Air Rescue Squadron, and

was informed that five helicopters were dispatched to different

locations given at time of flash and/or explosion. One of the
helicopters piloted by Capt Hogers landed at Sylacauga, Alabama, He

acquired the object and returned with same to Maxwell AFB, (Itinerary
of flights being forwarded to Fit 2-C vin air mail). 48th Air Rescue
Squadron transferred object to Col Atchley of OSI.

Set Tennille phoned Col Atchley from 48th ARS and was informed thxit

Hq 46C2d AISS had contacted Col Atchley regarding object, It was

decided that Flt 2-C, 4602d AISS would assume custody of object.
Sgt's Lanz and Tennille proceeded to the District OSI Office and were

met there by Col Atchley who informed them that according to AFR

200-2 dtd 12 Aug 54, he would relinquish the object to Flt 2-C's

investigating tean.

Because of unfavorzble publicity incurred by the acquisition of the

object, Col Atchley suggested that the matter should be coordinated

with the Base Comdr, Col James E. Fratt, 3800 Air Base Group, Maxwell

AFB, Alabama. Col Atchley and Sgt!':s Lanz and Tennille proceeded to

Col Fratt's office whsre he was tricfed on the situation; He

suggested a call to Comdr 4602d 415S, outlining action for pacifying

the local people involved in Sylacauga, Al

Mayor, Ed J. Howard; and Mrs

16
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g. At 30/2030Z Birmingham, Alabama(BHM) Tower advised Weather Bureau had
received a report that a meteorite had fallen at Sylacauga, Alabama,

h. Maxwell Flight Service(MXFFS) advised 30/2032Z.

i. At 30/2108Z Alabama State Patrol advised Birmingham(BHM) Tower a
woman was injured (broken hip) by a falling object near Sylacauga,

Alabama, Woman in hospital at Sylacauga, Alabama.

j. At 30/2115Z Eastern Airline Aircraft Trip # 181 advised Birmingham
(BHM) Tower of the following: sighted a helicopter in a field 140

degrees bearing from Birmingham, Alabama and 210 degrees bearing from

Anniston, Alabama(ANB), Appeared to be a fire in the field and
helicopter appeared to be investigating.

5, Team departed Atlanta Municipal Airport at 1/0430Z for Lawson Air Force
Base, Fort Benning, Georgia and arrived 1/09002.

6. At 1/30 —niipniibesvi lian), Chief Dispatcher at Lawson AFL and
SFC Harold S. Murray of the Dispatchers Office LAB were interviewed. They related

the following information:

a. At 30/1850Z telephone call was received fron ——_—Miie, Fhenix
City, Alabama, reporting the sighting of a falling object. Since Jones

inferred that this was obviously an aircraft crash, emergency

procedures were instituted by Lawson Operations Officer. Refer to

incl # 1, UFOB rept (Completed ATIC form 164).

b. At 30/1915Z two helicopters were dispatched to alleged crash site

with Capt Charles D, Lang in charge. Simultaneously, a ground rescue

party departed to search the area, Both parties were recalled at

30/2130Z. Results of search were negative.

c. At 30/1945Z telerhone call was received from—=agyggigglimesni th
Station, Alabama reporting falling object.

d. At 30/1950Z Cart D. W. Read, 464 Try Carr Wg, Fope AFB, Fort Bragg,

North Carolina phoned Dispatcher (Warren) that a moving object was
observed from downtown Columbus, Georgia (GEONEF: GJFC 0329), bearing
270 to 280 degrees. The object with a long brilliant trail of fire

exploded at approximately 40 degrees azimuth from surface.

7. An unsuccessful attempt was made to locate Capt Read, An ATIC form 164
USAF Technical Information Sheet) was left with Mr. Jarren for completion and

forwarding to Flight 2-0, 4602d AISS, DAFB, Marietta, Georgia by Capt Read. Team

departed for Maxwell AFB, Alabama at 1/15002Z.

15
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the object. Since AFR 200-2 outlines the disposition of UFOB matter

: found, Col Pratt suggested we pick up object and proceed to Dobbins

AFB, Marietta, Georgia.

f, Col Atchley suggested that the object be examined by Dr. Frederick

K, Morris of the Directory of Research Studics Institute, Arctic,

Desert and Tropic Information Center at Maxwell AFB. Dr. Morris

stated that he was equipped for complete analysis of object, if so

requested. He believed that its composition was ‘either a stone

meteorite or an earthly peridotite.'’ Furthermore, he suggeested that

the Smithsonian Institute at Washington, D. C.(GEOREF: GINT 5856)
would be intcrested in its study.

9, At 1/2330Z team derarted MAFB and arrived at Flight Hcadquartcrs at 2/050C2

10. Investigators! Comments:

Because of events related in par Se, it was decided by the team not t«

visit brs. immediately but to return to Dith, Marietta, Georgie for quick

transfer of object to .TIC, If, however, it is deened necessary, Mrs, 7 ie
can be interviewed by Flight 2-C.

Regarding object and source of origin, the following opinions were

reached. From opinions given by sources considered reliable, it is believed that xn

object of similar size. weight 2nd heape, travelling at the high speed normally

attributed to a meteorite, would have smashed through the floor anc buried itself

ep into the earth. Instead, it merely penetrated the roof and cciling, hit irs.

ine: dropped on floor according to hrs. QM story to newspapers (Ref incl
# 3). Object was forwarded to ATIC, Wright-Fatterson 4FB, Ohio for further analysis.

RICHARD C VAUGHN

lst Lt., USAF

Officer in Charge"

21. This report is classified CONFIDENTI'L in accordance with paragraph 7,

AFR 124-1,

INCLOSURES

COM MAXWELL FB. ALABAMA

DIRE=CTOR, SP ECIAL INVESTTOATT UNS, Hi WS, USAF, WASHINGTON a
COMMANDER, “AIR DEFENSE CC! MMAND, ENT FB, CC LORADO

DISTRICT OFFICE NO. 14, LOWRY ATB, COLORARC



Inclosures: (Cont'd)

COMMANDER, WRIGHT-FATTERSONW AFB, OHIO, ATTN: ATIC UNCLASSIFIED ,
DISTRICT OFFICE NO. 5, WRIGHT-PATTERSON AFB, OHIO

Photographs, three (3) views of UFOB.

CLOSED
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ATIC PRELIMINARY EVALUATION 2 December 1954

The UFO which struck the house in 5,lacauga, Alabama on 30 Nov 54

was definitely a meteorite, very probably @ member of the Andromid

Shower always observed with varying degrees of prominence from Nov. 24

to Dec. 7. Great displays of them were observed in 1872 and 1885 when

many people thought "the world was coming to en end." The Andromid
shower of meteors follow the orbit of Biela's comet which had a period

of 6.6 yeers. The comet broke into two parts in 1646 and disappeared

after 1852. The great showers of 1872 and 1885 occurred when the comet
should have reappeared. The meteors ordinarily eslow and leave long

trails but their speeds depend upon what part of the day, or night

they are seen; and it is possible to see members of the shower 2lmost

any time of the night. Only the larger ones, however, could register

their occurence by an explosion during the daylight hours. Some are

seen every year because the debris of the comet has been strewn along

the whole path of the comet and the earth in its motion around the sun

crosses the path of the comet on Nov 27 each year.

Dr. L.V. Robinson

1 December 1954

5 a al 7 2
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The Alabama meteorite is made up of dense stony matter with many grains of nickel-

‘)iron alloys (aerolite type meteorite). Tne outer portion of the meteorite is

spnere, The original meteorite was much larger than the part recovered since it was

seen to explode from Alabama, Georgia and Mississippi. Some other fragments dis-

tributed over a very large area remain to be recovered, and much of it must have

fallen as ashes. The speed of the rake | when it entered the earth's atmo-

sphere was probably in excess of 15 uhag Wes second, Evidence indicates that the

Alabama meteorite was a member of the Andromid shower, occuring between 24

November and 7 December, These generally come from the north as in this case. If

| blackened showing evidence of heat erosion from friction with the earth's atmo-
i

it is from this shower, it is from the debris of Biela's comet which dlsappeared
{

)

nave fallen for centuries.
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Gn 7 December 1954, ATIAZ-5 was visited by Dr. Taylor end Mr. Castillo

fron the C & N Laboratory, WADC. They -visnually examined the meteorive

andi agreed with Dr. Robinson's original evaluation. Mr. Castillo stated

he has been monitoring effects of tonaspheric propagation on HY radia

signals through an oscilloscope for the past two years. He has been

especially interested in the returns he has teen receiving fron meteorite

trails. He continued that during the month of November, 1954, there had

been a mark increase in the meteorite activity. The attached photograph

ig one that he obteined on the hight of 21 Oct 1954 which vividly depicts

a fair size return of a meteorite trail. Mr. Castillo operates stavion

Wa¥ in Springfield, Ohio. He coneluded that during the week of the

Alabama incident, he received unusual amounts of meteorite returns on his

graph.

One set of the meteorite nhotographs were siven to Dr, Taylor

upon his request.
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8 December 1954+

On 7 December 1954, ATIAD-5 was visited by Dr. Taylor and Mr. Castillo

fron the © & N Laboratory, WADC. They -visually examined the meteorite

andi agreed with Dr. Robinson's original evaluation. Mr. Castille stated

he has been monitoring effects of Lonespheric propagation on Hs radia

signals through an oscilloscope for the past two years. He has been

especially interested in the returns he has been receiving from meteorite

trails. He continued that during the month of November, 1954, there had

been a mark increase in the meteorite activity. The attached photogranh

ig one that he obteined on the night of 21 Oct 1954 which vividly depicts

& fair size return of a meteorite trail. Mr. Castillo onerates station

WAY in Springfield, Ohio. He coneluded that during the week of the

Alabama incident, he received unusual amounts of meterrite returns on his

eraph.

One set of the meteorite vnotogravhs were given to Dr. Taylor

upon his request.
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40 over a¥ 35/| ¥SiiVveLr erly

s

3 1930 u Toy y/o SnHAPtS a 36 as’ r ¢ : 7S) /1222/G ‘B 8 Pra e/3 reports an explos on-3 mites north o nonersyille Ga.
tovards Perarson Ga, Zxplosion in tha cir reported by e eivilian

lad fan ew} fal a . > .30/12L0/GRB F/S revorts r mp check sot Moody AF3 shors no overdue xircraft,

Ca - ’ fr ” ‘ ! oo .30/1245/GRB A phone call to It. Buvion Asstt Ops Officer at Moody AFB,
revealed no further info,

a 4 > 
. °39/1243/GR! fower operetor reports csll of fire and smoke poing down $ miles

north of runwey 36. Scramble tyvo S4-16's end one 4-19,

207/72 ® aes ‘ POR a 1 . }30/1290/CRB A verious assortment of reports of ernshes coring through at this
‘ belo fs ean : : “e . ‘time. Plight Service reports a seerch of the aren north of Homerville

2 Be25 revealed nothing. Flight Service reports thet a

rom Mariette, Ga. notified fire station who in turn
8 Py Ss 2 3 . 1 :

Doboins Are thet he sightec an exnlosion + mile south
Oe Wao. Al 2 ; P kes : “Te . ce

oi omyma Ga. Obdjact resembled a falling jet. wr. Sheppard of

Atlanta reports seme explosion. Birminzhem tower reported thru

Maxwell Flight Service a silver object falling 40 miles Sz of
‘ } ‘ ; OQ ee :

Birmingham on « bearing of 135~. Smell plane pilot reported

smoke in that general area.

30/1310/GRB_ Flight Service reports a confirmed crash b
Ala. and Smith Station Ala. reported by y
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Wim Phenix City. Police enroute to crash, 4159 cmbulance

anc ground party also enroute. Crash believed to be 2 jat,.

30/1215/GRB Civilians at Tu
with pieces fal

29/1320/GRB Dodbins tower reports 2 as
Southwest of Atlanta at Medres Int. on eirway green 4.

30/1325/GRB Airline pilots fly
el ow

20/1330/GRB At the roment we have renorts of four ereshes in « senersl cre
rumning from southeast to northwest over an -rea of approximately

250 miles. Flis > j ; hg reported
a jet afire ov n 2 Greenwood, ‘iiss

Two (2) airerefi 0 nz to the scenes,

30/1259/¢83 ir. Qao e oble recorts ve
have at this time. to on a wheel

basis, using each reported es k wheel,

At present time we heave five incidents pending with no ercshes

as yet confirmed,
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te erinenitted herewith is true extract copy of Mission 109, dated. 30.
November (1954, taken from the 48th Air Rescue Squadron Controller's Log...

: 2. ‘Reference 720-UFOB-1 (Narrative of Events Relating to UFOB Sten bse
at ry ace, Alabama).

Caw ,

RICHARDC. VaUG TARE

lst Lte,: Usa?

Officer in Charge

16-—~—S4801-3 TZU. S. GOVERMENT PRINTING OFFICE

Le, i Fee 50 2) 6 REPLACES HME FORM 96, 1 OCT 48, WHICH MAY BE USED.
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arti AIR RESCUZ SQUADRON yr rimse rar
LSTH AIR RESCUZ SQUADRON'S CONTROLLES LOG

T pe) : ma “ fz $ rat 4 b Bg _ or-r4py P/S reports an explosion 5 riles nobth of Houerseville Ga,
We Pp? ¢ ‘= Re . ee i : ap, Ee Ry = fa em ae

towards Perargon Ga. Explosion in the sir reported Dy a civilicn

‘. 795 Sn ~ entee

A phone call to ft. Buator

revealed no further info,

” tor > + “y Ses a ied £ fs .. e 2 « 1, PAT yer ¢ afower operstor reports call of fire and smoke going down 5 miles
. ad “~ ‘ ry a er -

north of runwey 36. Scramble two S4-16's end one H-19.

ent of reports of ernshes coring through et this

ice reports a seerch of the area north of Homerville

ealed nothing. Flight Service revorts thet «

riette, Gu. notifieé fire station.who in turn

mried Do AFB thet he sighted an explosion ~ rile south

of Smyma Ga. Object resembled 2 falling jet. itr. Sheppard of

Atlanta resorts seme explosion, Birminghem tower reported thru

Maxwell Flight Service a silver object falling 40 miles SB of

Birminghsm on « bearing of 135°. Smell plene pilot reported

smoke in that general area.

Flight Service reports a confirmed crash betveen Phenix City

Ala, and Snith Station Ala. reported Ly |i_@i—=2eee—per

wae Phenix City. Police enroute to crash. 4189 «smoulance

i I to be a jet

goose, Ala. reported a bright orange flash

w

Dob»ins tower reports 2 crash in the Newnan, Ga. ares.

southwest of Atlanta at NMedres Int. on 2irway green 4.

Airline pilots flyin,
\

explosion below their 21%

y reoorted *= cresh or an

S

At the roment we have reports of four creshes in e senersl rre

running from southeast to northwest over an crea of approximately

250 miles. Flizht Service reported a civilisn TY , TR: 2 se Sed
a jet afire over Ninone, liiss. about 25 riles east of Greenwood, “liss

Two (2) airereft from Creenville AFB, iviss. proceeding to the scene.

Mr. Qypewalof Ale. CAP briefed on 211 aveileble rercorts ve

have at this time. Requested to instigate 2 search on a wheel

basis, using each incident reported es the hub of the wheel.

At present tine we heave five incidents pending with no ereshes

as yet confirmed,
vw
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Pransmitted herewith is true extract copy of Mission 109, dated 30

Deeerance F2C-UFOB-1 (Narrative of Events Relating to UF0B Sighting
assylicanea, grepens) -

Flight 2-C, 4602D aIss

Dobbins AB, Marietta, Ga.

“RICHARD C,: VaUG

Elst Lte, si USAP

-’ Officer in Charge
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4 mozenber 195% taken from the 48th Air Rescue Squadron Controller's Log,

16—-344801-3 SoU. S. Goveanment PRINTING OFFICE



Sth Air Rescue Squadron's Controllers Log Continued.

30/1545/GRB (Delayed Entry) H-19 3338 on the yround st Syleceuge. Stunding
by for further information, That is Rescue Control is standing by.

/ aD rr ad > 1- « )39/1610/GRB Cant. Liiller of Phenix City police erlled and renorted thet
grounc search revealed nothing. Requested to discontinue search.

39/1625/GRB SA-16 7207 on the deck at this time.

30/1635/CRB C-47 5732 reports thet 345 has the object on board and is
eirtorne from Sylacauga being éscorted by SA-16 7153. 5732 returning

to the base,

30/1645/GRB OSI Iir. Scass notified of ebove information and requested thet
we stand by on e security guard for unidentified object.

20/1647/GRB C-47 5732 on the deck at this time,

30/1705/GRB Major MeCullouzsh Mississippi CAP officielly de-slerted at
this time.

30/1732/GRB Georgia CAP officially de-slerted thru Major Rognick et this time.

29/1724/GRB H-19 3343 on the deck at this time.

30/1725/GRB SA-16 7153 on the deck at this time. Mission officially closed
for lack of further information.

30/1315/GRB Alabama CAP, Lt. Col Geseady officially notified and de-slerted

at this time.

TRUE EXTPACTED COPY:

o PAF oS

/T// CHARLESW. KELS!

Major, USAF

Sperations Officer THIS IS A TRUE COPY

ZedK Chen , 024 kr BAP
OR, RIC
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39/1415/GRB

30/1420/GR3

30/1422/GRB

30/1430/G2B

30/1440/GRB

30/1445/GRB

30/1450/CRB

30/1500/GRB

30/1525/GRB

39/1539/GRB

30/1545/GRB

ue Squadron's Controllers
-

og Continued.

SA-16 #7153performing an expending square search in the

Birminghan eren also H-19 #334% in this area. SA-16 #7207 on

an expanding sauere sesrch in the Atlants, Ceorgie eres C-47

#5932 being disnstehee to Greenwood, Miss. area to perform
an expanding Squsre serch from Winona, Wiss. area.

Capt. Roberts pilot on Hel? 32348 calles in from Columviane, Ale.

reported th-t he requested forest ranzers to alert their entire

net in the southesst to be on the lookout fbr any new fires which

may enebdle vs to ascertsin the cause of these reports,

Cept. Marscen requested Flight Service to notify ADC on above

incidents and reoort beck any findings to us.

C-47 #5732 depsrting for Greenvood area.

SA-16 #7153 reports sesrching area 15 miles to 30 miles south of

Sylacsuga, Ala. reported nothing seen.

Flight Service that the Birmingham wecther bureau reported a

meteor struck near Sylsceuga, Ala. A woman was injured en 2k

to the hospital women's name - ‘irs MBI 3-2 s ot North Oak
Grove about 3 miles esst of Sylacauga.

Capt. Kinsaul Alabama CAP resorts thst stete police notified

him thet a meteor struck a house neer Columbiana, Ala. Ci!
checking back with state police to get woman's name who was

supposedly injured 2lso her address

Lawson AFB operations called by phone to renort that e searcn

of Atlanta area has revealed nothing so far. Requested th:t

hey continue search.

Major MeCollough of Mississippi CAP c2llad from Jackson, iiss.

Aaainavgib that he had dispatched aircraft to the Vinona ares

to initiate a searcn of that incitent.

Flight Service reported thet a mateor definitely struck a

house and injured s woman et Sylacauga, Anas Woman's name

given in 1440 report and requested thet H-19 lend end vick-up 4
nd . «he a ; ri >yet the unindentified object and return it to Maxwell A*3B for
examination. Stending by.

A call by Capt. Marsden to city police at Phenix City, Als.
+ 4revealed that as yet the -round seoerch parties in that ares

have found nothing.

SA-16 7207 reported that they have searched the rea around

Newnan Intersection on airwaygreen 6 and heve found noting.

Instructed to return to base at this time. Also ell CAP
activities de-alerted at this time.
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48th Air Reseue Squadron's Controllers Log Continued.

3 0/1545/GRB

39/1610/GRB

30/1625/GRB

30/1635/CRB

30/1645/GRB

20/1647/GR3

30/1705/GRB

30/1732/GRB

30/1724/GEB

30/1725/GRB

30/1315/GRB

+

(Delayed Entry) H-19 3338 on the ground st Sylaccuga. Standing

by for further information, That is Rescue Control is stending by.

Cavt. Miller of Phenix City po’ice cslled and renorted thet
: t

rch revealed nothing. Requested to discontinue search,

SAh-16 7207 on tne deck at this time.

G-47 5722 reports that 343 has the object on board and is

eircorne from Sylacauga being @scoried by SA-16 7153. 5732 returning

to the base,

OSI Mr. Seass notified of ebove information and requested thet

we stand by on e security guard for unidentified object.

C-4,7 5732 on the deck at this tine.

Major McCullough Mississippi CAP officielly de-slerted st

this time.

Georgia CAP officially de-elerted thru Major Rognick at this tine.

H-19 3343 on the deck at this time.

SA-16 7153 on the deck at this time. Mission officially closed

for lack of further information.

Alabama CAP, Lt. Col Casady officially notified and de-slerted

at this time.

TRUE EXTRACTED COPY:

CHARLES WV, KELSO

Major, USAF

Operations Officer THIS IS A TRUE COPY



30/14,90/GRE

39/1415/GRB

30/1420/GR3

30/1422/GRB

30/14307CGRB

30/1440/GRB

30/1445/GRB

30/1450/GRB

30/1500/GRB

30/1530/GRB

30/1545/GRB

45th Air Rescue Squadron's Controllers “or Continued.

SA-16 #7153 performing an exponding square search in the

Birmingham eres also H-19 #334% in this area, SA-16 #7207 on

an expendinz squere search in the Atlents, Ceorgie srea. C-47

#5932 being dispatched to Greenwood, Miss. area to perform
ean expanding Ssqusre secsrch from Winona, Miss. area.

Capt. Roberts pilot on H-19 3348 callee in from Columbiana, Ale.

reported thet he requested forest ranzers to alert their entire

net in the southeast to be on the Lookout for any new fires which

may enedle vs to sscertsin the cause cf these reports.

fa

afCapt. Marsden requested Flight Service to notify ADC on above

incidents and report bsck any findings to us.

C-47 #5732 departing for Greenvood area.

SA-16 #7153 reports sesrching area 15 miles to 30 miles south of

Sylacauga, Ala. reporvted notijhing seen.

Flight Service that the Birmingham we-ther bureau revorted a

smeteor struck near Sylaceuga, Ala. Aw was injured and taken

to the hospital women's name = Uirs lives at North Oak

Grove about 3 miles east of Sylacauga.

c
r

Es

Capt. Kinsaul Alabama CAP resorts thst stete police notified

him that a metaor struck a house nesr Columbiana, Als. CaP

checking back with state police to get woman's name who was

supposedly injured 2also her address.

Lawson AYB operations called by phone to report that a search

of Atlanta area has revealed nothing so far. Requested thst

they continue search.

Major McCollough of Mississippi CAP csalléd from Jackson, Miss.

stating that he hac dispatched aircraft to the Winona area

to initiate a search of that incident,

r definitely struck a

79, Ala. Womants name

het H-19 lend and pick-up as

yet the unindentified object and urn it to Maxwell Ars for

examination. Stending by.

A call by Capt. Marsden to city police at Phenix City, Ale.

revealed thst as yet the -sround seorch parties in that area

have found nothing.

arched the -res. around

and heve found nothing.

S4-16 7297 reported that the

airwa

e at this time. Also all CAP

i

Newnan Intersection on eirw

Instructed to return to bas

ectivities de-alerted at th
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ATTAR

PIAS LOnEec 1954

SUBJECT: (Uncl) Unidentified Flying Object Recovered at Sylacauga,
Alabama

TO; Commander

ueo2d AISS {ADC)

ATTN: Major Cybulski

Ent Air Force Base

Colorado Springs, Colorado

1. Reference report A¥ Form 112, F2-C-UFOB-1, dated 2 December

1954, from Debbins Air Force Base, Georgia. Inelosed for your re-

tention are two duplicate sets of prints of the Sylacauga, Alabama

unidentified flying object. The object was photographed on 6 December
1954 at the Air Peehnical Intelligence Center.

(2, The object was received at the Air Pechnical Intelligence

Center 1000 hours on 6 December 2954 and was forwarded to APOIN-X at
1200 hours 3 December 1954, where it has been loaned te the Smithsonian

Institute for additional study.

3. fhe following is the preliminary analysis of the object by
ATIC; the final evaluation is pending the results of the Smithsonian

Institute!s examination:

a, Meteors and meteorites may be divided roughly into three

glasses. One elass is almost completely metallic (iren, nickel, etc),

Another is largely stony; and another, members of which are frequently

galled aerolites, is composed of dense stony matter with many grains

or nickel-iren alloys. ‘This meteorite (from Alabama) appears to be an

aerolite, weighing ¢ pounds, 8 ounees,.

b. Explosions of very large meteors are quite frequent,

Most meteors are no larger than the head of a pin, and these burn up

miles above the earth. Gn aecoun’ of the heat generated, the larger

meteors moving with high speeds mist therefore explode, The Alabama

neteorite was mich larger than the smaller part recovered, for it was

seen to explode, Some other fragments distributed over a Yery large

area remain to be recovered, and much of it must have fallen as ashes,

ec. The average limits of aititudes of meteor paths are known,

They seldom appear at greater heights than 90 miles, for at greater

heights there ls insufficient air to cause one to burn; and generally

they burn up before getting as low as 40 miles, Only those large
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ATT!

SUBJECT: (Uncl} Unidentified Flying Object Recovered 2+ Sylacauga,

Alabama

TO; Commander

4602a AISS (ADC)

ATIN: Major Cybulski

Ent Air Force Base

Colorado Springs, Colorade

1. Reference report AF Form 112, ¥2-€-UFOB~-1, dated 2 December

1954, from Debbins Air ¥Yoree Base, Georgia. Ineclosed for your re-

tention are two duplicate sets of prints of the Sylacauga, Alabama

unidentified flying object. The object was photographed on 6 December

1954 at the Air Pechnical Intelligence Center.

2, The object was received at the Air Technical Intelligence

Center 1000 hours on 6 December 1954 and was forwarded to AFOIN-X at
1200 hours 3 December 1954, where it has been loaned te the Smithsonian

Institute for additional study.

3. The following is the preliminary analysis of the object by

APIC; the final evaluation is pending the results of the Smithsonian

Institute's examination:

a, Meteors and meteorites may be divided roughly into three

classes. One class is almost completely metallic (iron, nickel, ete),

Another is largely stony; and anether, members of which are frequently

called aerolites, is composed of dense stony matter with many grains

of nickel-iron alloys, This meteorite (from Alabama) appears to be <an

aerolite, weighing 3 pounds, 9 ounees,

b. Explosions of very large meteors are quite freauent,

Most meteors are no larger than the head of a pin, and these burn up

miles above the earth. On account of the heat generated, the larger

meteors moving with high speeds mist therefore explode, The Alabama

meteorite was much larger than the smaller part recovered, for it was

seen to explode. Some other fragments distributed over a ¥ery large

area remain to be recovered, and much of it mist have fallen as ashes,

ec. The average limits of aititudes of meteor paths are known.

They seldom appear at greater heights than 90 miles, for at freater

heights there is insufficient air to cause one to burn; and generally

they burn up before getting as low as 40 miles. Only those large
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AT AE

SUBJECT: (Uncl) Unidentified Flying Object Recovered at Sylacauga,

Alabama

TO: Comnander

u602da AISS (ADC)

ATIN: Major Cybulski

Ent Air Force Base

Colorade Springs, Colorado

1. Reference report AF Form 112, F2-C-UFOB-1, dated 2 December

1954, from Debbins Air Force Base, Georgia. Inclosed for your re-

tention are two duplicate sets of prints of the Sylaeauga, Alabama

unidentified flying object. The object was photographed on 6 December

1954 at the Air Technical Intelligence Center.

/2. The object was received at the Air Technical Intelligence
Center 1000 hours on 6 December 195% and was forwarded to AFOIN-X at
1206 hours 3 December 1954, where it has been loaned te the Smithsonian

Institute for additional study.

3. Phe following is the preliminary analysis of the object by

MPIC; the 7inal evaluation is pending the results of the Smithsonian

Institute's examination:

2, Meteors and meteorites may be divided roughly into three

classes, One class is almost completely metallic (iren, nickel, etc),
Another is largely stony; and another, members of which are frequently

called serolites, is composed of dense stony matter with many grains

of nickel-iron alloys, This meteorite (from Alabama) appears to bean

aerolite, weighing @ pounds, 8 ounces,

bd. Explosions ef very large meteors are quite frequent.

Most meteors are no larger than the head of 2 pin, and these burn up
miles above the earth. On account of the heat generated, the larger

meteors moving with high speeds mst therefore explode. The Alabama

meteorite was mich larger than the smaller part recovered, for it was

seen to explode, Some other fragments distributed over a Yery large

area remain to be recovered, and much of it must have fallen as ashes,

ec. The average limits of altitudes of meteor paths are known.

They seldom appear at greater heights than 90 miles, for at greater

heights there is insufficient air to cause one to burn; and generally

they burn up before getting as low as 40 miles. Only these large
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SUBJECT: (Uncl) Unidentified Fiy=z Wee, » P

Alabama z Ot atang

TO; Comander
602d AISS (ADC)

ATIN: Major Cyoulsx:

Ent Air Force Base

Colorado Springs, Calorscs

1. Reference report AF Ferm 112, ¥p-dhotigye,
1954, from Dobbins Air Force Base, Geergis., Hntiwe. ae
tention are two duplicate sets of prints af Sos te ey

unidentified flying object, The etjcet stm —
1954 at the Air Pechnical Intellizesss One.

(2, The object was received at Ww six Briere sayin:
Center 1000 hours on 6 December 19s ant ene Posie
1200 hours $ December 1954, where 1% hat HHH seen y ,

Institute for additional study.

3. The following is she preliaiimerp Seuew o

APIC; the final evaluation ia peniing Sar PenRdm wee
institute's examination:

a, Meteors and meteorites may A Bret
classes. One class is almost completely meWiker Sr)
Another is largely stony; and snatner. GREE HF 17's
called aerolites, is composed of Genae PURE FP <r = ca
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b. Explosions ofvery jarg*

Most meteors are no larger than Cerone
miles above the earth, & rp ye

neteors moving with high speeds musn ree

meteorite was much larger than bh ii
seen to explode, Some other fraguents <8
area remain to be recoversd, and sab

e, The average limits of alt
They seldom appear at greater he

heights there is insurficient ol?
they burn up berare setting 35 Low



: ITB ERAT fa. oe aS He SN

an) RAGA OM PeYee at
pot he eid ois s -

Pal

ee y

ee OO eee Ss ee es ee

edie ta, WP ree “

; he whCabaae (a Wefe! reiie’ ae pele et

r

a
s
k
i
N
 
e
e
d

e
y

oA - or P]

F _ 
on

» :

hii : s a |
“” 

@

. r
e

e
e
 
e
e
 
e
R
e

Ae 
e
e

a
e
 o
t
 e
l
i
t
e

PY
d
e
e

 a
A

 M
e
r
e

a
e
d

t

n
s

<
4
.

+ 
ab

 B
E

 o
e
i
a
 
l
e

¥
.

Sg: pom eee ng re. Sper

Ms TREND F seetay yO

A
R
E
T
E
 
F
O
E
.
 

Ae



n
y

L
 
F
I
L
E

"
R
I
C
I
A

U
i

rr rarys NICS r 24 oe

Cicuineds ONehiulss
—

Office of Keoeord

Ltr, ATIC, Subj: (U) Unidentified Flying Object Recovered at Sylaca-
uga, Alabama 7 ¥"

enough to penetrate a12 the earth's atmosonere actually hit the earth;

and these are c:lled "meteorites," Velocity of a meteor plays an in-
portant part on whether or not it hits the earth, At the time a

meteor hits the earth's atmosphere--100 miles high, say--its velocity

will range between 3 miles per second and 44 miles per second, Since
the earth's motion around the sun gives it a velocity of 18 miles per

second and the average velocity of a meteor is 26 miles per second,
one therefore finds velocities between 26-13 and 26414 miles per second,

ad. The speed of the Alabama meteorite can be estimated only

if one knows the exact direction from which it came and the time of

the day it fell. The evidence seems to indicate, however, that the

Alabama meteorite was a member of the Andromid shower, occurring be-

tween November 24 and December 7. These come from the north, but the

exact direction depends on the time of day they are seen. Ordinarily

their speeds are about 15 miles per second, but this figure may be

either higher or lower. If it is a member of this shower, it is from

the debris of Bisla's comet which disappeared after 1852, Fragments

?rom this comet have fallen, however, for centuries--one of the earliest

perhaps being a stone weighing 260 pounds which fell in Alsace, November

16, 1492, between 11 and 12 A.H,

4, Arrangements have been made for the meteorite to be returned

direetly to its owner from the Smithsonian Institute.

CUR THE COMMANDED

2 Inel _ RC. SCHUM
Photographs (dup) ‘CRO, USAF

Asst. Adi.

COORDINATION:

ATIAES .eaEMO DATE 12/9/54
Cant. C Hardin
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Ltr, ATIC, Subj: (UY) Unidentified Flying Object Recovered at Sylaca-
uga, Alabama af a

enough to penetrate all the earth's atmospnere actually hit the earth;

and these are called "meteorites." Velocity of a meteor plays an im-
portant part on whether or not it hits the earth, At the time 2

meteor hits the earth's atmosphere--100 miles high, say--its velocity
will range between $ miles per second and 44 miles per second, Since

the earth's motion around the sun gives it a velocity of 18 miles per
secend and the average velocity of a meteor is 26 miles per second,
one therefore finds velocities between 26-18 and 26414 miles per second,

d. The speed of the Alabama meteorite can be estimated only

if one knows the exact direction from which it came and the time of

the day it fell. The evidence seems to indicate, however, that the

Alabama meteorite was a member of the Andromid shower, occurring be-

tween Movember 24 and December 7. These come from the north, but the

exact direction depends on the time of day they are seen. Ordinarily

their speeds are about 15 miles per second, but this figure may be

either higher or lower. If it is a member of this shower, it is from

the debris of Biela's comet which disappeared after 1852. Fragments

from this comet have fallen, however, for centuries--one of the earliest

perhaps being a stone weighing 260 pounds which fell in Alsace, November
16, 1492, between 11 and 12 A.M, .

4, Arrangements have been made for the meteorite to be returned

directly to its owner from the Smithsonian Institute,

PIR THE COMMANDED

2 Inel i R. C. SCHUM

Photographs {dup} CRC, USAF

Asst. Adi.

COORDINATION:

“a

ATIAES Oe Md DATE 12/9/54
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