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NVESTIGATION OF UNID&»TT“IED AIRGRAI'T

AREA REPORTED ON FROM (Agency) ” TR S

4AC 471-3onora River (.JKA JB,LA,LB) INT, HQ, JATH AIR DIVISICOHN (DE&?‘ELLU

DATEOF RO~ &—mhm " | DATE OF INFORMATION | | EVALUATION B o LN LR
21 Jamaary 1955 I 24 Decembexr 1924 Zebra B3-3

SREPARED BY ((rficer) pr-aai R e s "SOURCE A y e
ussell T, Newman, 2nd Lt., USAF ____|lenneth C, Tlte, 1st 1t., USAF, AQ 2222222

NEFERENCES ( ( ‘ontrol number, directive, previons report, etc., as applicable)

AFR "00-2 A.DCR 2“)—51 CALFR "Co-i? M . L¥ 4

SU_'H HARY ( Enter concise summury of report, Give significance in final one-sendence paragraph, Lnt inclosures al lower It’ﬂ Degin text of report on AF Form 112—Fart 11.)

l. Investigzation of pilot report indicates the possibiliity of an unidentific
aireraft being zighted at approximately EJKB1530 on 24/05192 by an F-£6D pilot
Wnlle flying a reutine Combat Alr Patrol mission., The pilot claimed redar contach
for appraximately five seconds after the Iirst sighting. Iils lock~scn the sircrals
zhen was broken zand he failed to re-esiabllish radar contaet durdng the remsinder of
The aission, el

- | il "y

re Three umsucceasful Intercept attempis were made in the general area of
SJEA, ZJEB, EJIA, and EJIE. Visual copitact was made Intermitientily for approxie
mately forty minutes. During the second attempi at Intercepiion, "omenmry Iintere
Carence yms noted on radar 3sccpes, btoth in the P-56D and at the 684th ACLW Souadro
located at Davis~Monthan Alr Force Base, Tucson, Arizona (EJXCO711). On the third
intercept attempt, the F-36D pilot was foreed to break off the chase due to low
Tuel status, Yo other mown friendly alirceraft were reported in the area, The pilot
recorted that the aircraf't bebhaved In an nn-orthodox msnner while apparently
maneuvering to aveid interception and finally disappeared ln a southerly direction,
on A course which would take it into Mexlco or Ceniral Amexdca,

3. The pessibility exists that sighting was not of an Air Force airplane, and
that 18 possihly was on an unauthorized Ilight over U.3. territory.
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W"

N
%\)
____3___ INCLS. &
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l. KHKENNETH C, JITE, lat Lt., USAP, AD 2228222, 1l3th 'i*"ltar-i‘:fww.ou)r
“cuadron, ravis-Monthan Jir orce Zasae, .rizorm, nilot of aireraft =284, /3755,
A8 ilnterrcgatad atl 30/21002, His account of incident with unident i..iud 2 {20
ralt Jollows (Jmbers in pareantheses coineide with pdlot!s positicn in

ralatisn %0 the unidentified aircrai; see inclosure 1)3

|
le L Was aixrborne at ?4/'05103 on a local Combat Air Fatrxrol missicn, 5
Lver =limbing to an altitude of 15,000 Teet at an Iindlecated cpeed of 290 'mow ,l
. 7ectored %o a leading of 1609 teward Hogales, ‘rizonm, under UCI -::ont.rol oL
he 284th ACEW Squadren {("Sniper® located al Davis~donthan Lir TMorce Dasze,
-JKM)y

Wy g =P o s

be 4b 24/0%5192 I sighted an unidentified £lying 9bject approvdmataly
1D te 20 anautiecal miles noxrtheast of Jdogales, Since I was ~0 %o 40 nagtical
11les norxrthwest of Nogales, the *midentif*ed abjeet was sighted “rom my eleven
Yielock position and appeared 40 be 5 to 10,000 T=et sbave mo, Deadling on a
1209 veetor (1) ®
;

te Tomntaect and Judy was accomplished when mic‘.enti...“ed object was
ovexr liogaliss and approximately ten miles ahead of me {(2),

de Radsr lock was broxen not more® than ive seccnds arter Judy and
2% no time alterward was I adlas to re-astanlish radar contact, % %hls tine
:ne unidentified object was moving away from me con a 130V heading,

2a 4 Chased tha mnidentlified object wntll I reached EJEE20215 at an
ratitude of 28,300 Yeet and an indicated 3?&3& DX 350 ANDTe (3).

Ts L Teturned to logaliea and Then turmned on an sasterly heading Lo-
ward Douglas, Ardsona, at an altitude of 20,000 fse? arxl an indicated spoed

Te /% this time I was wisually monitoring the mmideniticlied sbjecct.
1% paralleled ny course at a distance of twenty nrutical miles on oy three
olalock position and meintained an altitude of approximately 5 to 10,000 faet
above me {(4)., Vhen I reached EJLE052), the unidemiified objeet was on my wwo
olalock hizh nosition (3).

Ne I turned south over Dougles (F,J"'..l"‘z’?Ql) and again gave chasa, The
midentified odject was then on ny twelva olcloek hiph poaition, also on a
southerly heading, and mowing away Srom me (6 and 7).

Le l/nem i% Lecame apparent that I could not zloss in on the imidene
“ifled object, I returned to Louglass, irizona (3).

je During the chese descxibed in paragrapna l,j and 1.1 above, I
noticed a group oF dots on x:y scope wnllae L wama In manusl conitrol, Thers is
2 posaibility that these dota 2o0uld have Deen an intexrference natterm or
sround colutter return.

e Then I reached Ponglas, 1 toock a westerly hesding *oward Jocales,
Sxain the mnidentified object paralleled my course al a distance of twenty
nautical miles on my nine olelock position and maintained an aliltude of ;
spproximately 5 to 10,000 Tset adove me (9 and 10), i

le A4t llogales I turned south and again chnsed the unidentified
sbjeect (11)., It was on my twelvo oialock high position heading south and

29ving AWAY e
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Cipionage Laws, Titia 183, U. S. C., Sections 793 and 704, It3 transamission or the revelation of its contents inany manner to an
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1¢ when I Teached the app.-mjmate plo‘cted nouz.tion of Miﬂj
a3 eoreed to break off the chase because of low fuel status (22),

o . —————— e m ——

Ne L then vroceeded back o Davis-ionthan AFE witheut Darther
incident, /rrival waas accomplished at 24/060CZ,

de Jdl that waad ever distinguishatle of The unidentilled objoet waa
A hagy glow of red and zreea fQashes with a stronger red laah scourring
ppraximately svery third interval.,

Ne The ynidentiflied objecet 2eemed To Temain 5 %o 10,000 feet acova
me througheut the incident, liy altitude wvaried from 15,000 %o 28,000 feel,

2. JOB 7P, SULLIVAN, lst L3, U8SAF, A0 2219672, 084th ACEW Squadron, conw-
‘roller om duty during time of ineident with wnidentiried aireralt wes inler-
rogated av J0/2200Z. 48 account of incident followss

ne b 24/0510Z, pilot of aireraft EN/15 (lst Lt Xenneth G, iite)
requested Tlizht~Collowing to Deouglas wvia logales,

Yo At 24/0519%Z, IN/15 revorted an unidentifiied objeet on hia elsven
J'nlock hign position at a distance of 10 to 13 nautical milesa,.

2, FEN/15 aasked me if I Lad the umidentificd object under surveil-
lanes in ay radar scove, iy answer was negative,

d. Aceording o information received PTrom the nilo%, both IN/15 and
the unidentifled osbject were arproaximately san oqual distancs {rom the sbsery
‘ag site. IL/15 was picksd up on my radar scope, oud I was unable %0 naint
“ne ')bgﬂﬂtt

2, 1 then recuested IZN/15 to cless in on the midentified object and
attempt to agstaklish radar contact.

Lo At no time during the entire minsion did Sniper Conizol have
raday scntact with the wnidentifisd object,

2. At one %ime during the Ineident I had one or two 10° strobes of
intexrference on xy radar scope. This interference terminated defors I was
zble to determine 1is nature, but ita appearaxnce waa similar to that obssrved
sn he sesve during high voltage [flashovers,

he IN/15 revported seope interference at the ssme iime.

1e I scrambled no more aireralt hecauss at that time the incident 4id
ot deem o wWarrant IMarthery azetvion,

s Je After 23/15 landed I shecked with Davis-denthan Base Cperutiona

Jor possidble Deq7 traflic In the loeal area, I roceived a nezative answer,

~a A Tevert af local military air 4raffic during the period of the
‘acidens was requested Irom lase operatlons, Davis-deathan 783, The following
remort wms received via telephone at 0/2245Z.

A, There wer® no sutbound £lights frem 24/0001Z to 24,/07002,

AR s B W

he Thers were iwo inbound flizhts furing the peried descrided in
*aramph oa :a.oove.
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(1) ldirorais 3-25, 759843 arrived from Dallas, Texas at 24,/0623Z,

‘

(2) Alreraft C-54, 72681 arrived Trom Iravis FB, California,
1% ”.‘1./06522.

]

e 'There were Swo local Tlizhis during the period Jescribed [n narae
CrRpa A acove,

(1)  lirerart J=47, A2420 returned fo Davis oathan VN at
CA QL5

(2) ldrerafs 3=q7, 712438 was airborne at 24/03202% and remurmed
Cavis-Monthaa AFB at 24/0616Z,

e ZRANK A. SHEEHAN, Major, USAF, AO 532901, 259th Comber lquadron,
coumander of alreraflt 3e47, 712438, was ianterrvgated at J1/1800Z, i3 aceount
roneerning the location of aireralt D47, (12433, from 24/02027% %o 24/06152
allowss

pe LB 24/0302Z Crew L=55=-0, 259th Dcmber Squadron, uas alrborne o
Lrainming mission to Choendix IES and Loa Jngeles B3,

De Houte Irom lavis—-vonthan U8B to Thoenix, "lythe, lLoa ingelas,
~L7they, hoenix, Tucson, and Davis-donthan 1¥2 was Ilown as Driefed,

e 400 TetNM ronte Mg as “ollowst

(1) le were over Zlythe, Califfornia at an altituda of 23,300
eet at 24/05392,

\2) Our ITA at Phoenix, irizona was 24/0600%,
{J) Our 5TA at Tucsen, Arizcpa was 24/06102,
¥
i

(4) Ue flew VTR direc'hly %0 Theczon, nceoumplished a Jet »enetra-
tion %o the npvind leg, flew a normal trarfiec z:a.ttem arud
landed on runway 712 (lPavis-donthan .F3) ab 2.&/06162.

D¢ A Teport of local civil alr treffic dring the verisd of the incident
a8 rTequested {rom the $,1,1,; Tucsen, /rizona. The following report wes
received via telephone at 30/23007%1

Na LRere were two osutboumd flisnta,

(1) /merican Airlines Vestbound Tlicht #207 wms airborns 2t
2h/0450% .

(2) ._:z;rican Airlines Tastbound Mlizht /212 wes drborna at
042572,

D, There wers no inbound flighta from 24/0001Z to 24/070CZ.

5o I reliminary report of the ineident was received by this hesdousrters
2t 28/1735Z from Headquariers, 15th FMzhter-Intercepter Sousdron, The reporth

-oTmat as preserided by AFR 200-2, naragraph 7dy was employed %o nrovide basig
ata.
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7. lieathey conditiona at time of oizhting are moted as fodlowss
me Ue3. Weather Pureau Report on winds and velocities as followss

“arTace winds from 140 degrees at 04 lnots,
tiinds at 6,000 £t 100 degrees st 02 Imots,
liinds at 10,000 &4 200 degrees at 06 nots,
Uinds at 16,000 £t 330 degrees at U7 Imota.
“inds as 0,000 2% 030 degrees at 10 imois,
Uinda at 20,000 £% 040 degrees at 20 lmoig,
Uinds at 50,000 £t 310 degrees at 13 xnota,
Winds at 71,050 % 090 degrees at 14 knots,

Ceilingi: lione.
Co visibilitys:s 40 miles,’

UJ
3

s UCloud cover: lione
Ce Thunderstorms in area and quadrant in which located® lione.
COMMENTS of Preparing Orficers

3. 7n ‘mooniirmed report indicates the sighting of an wnideniifled air-
~raft in the vieinity of IJKA, LJX3, LJLA, A ZJLB at 24/0519Z,

3. The possibllity oxists that the pllot did observe and lock on an
actual blip. .fLecording to hias explanation, hls inabhililty to find the Hlip a
secomd time was due Lo the apparent alrerard Iincreasing 1ts distance %o a
2o0int outside the pilo®i's radar search range.

be There 1s a possibility that moementary ground clutter return ap-
neared a8 a hlip to the pilotw, The fact that the blip was in avproxinmactely
Lhe 3ame position on i3 scope as was ds wisual adghling led 2im to believs
hat the Two were the same object.

2. Determination that the bHlip was actually the aighted aircraft
2ould not he nade due to the nilot's {failure to observe ¢losging rate Indicae-
sions on hia radar scopa.

7, The duoplicate interfarence oncountered wms probably =oineidental,

2e 7The 3,000 megacycla frequeancy difference between the two radar
E-,corpea precludes the rossirility of simultaneous jamming., “he posaibility of
wrmondiea i3 also precludied,

l be The basiec description of the interfarencs stserved by the duty
contyollar ostablishes tha probabildty that it was high veltage arg-over,

l ¢es llo concelusion can De drawn from the pilot's dezcription of

E_E..aten’mnm due to his admitted inexperience with such conditions,
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10s "he nilot's deseription of the uwnidentiried ovject leanda %o The
onclusion that 1t uas an alrerarldy with a speed greater than “hat of an
S=6D, I such was the case, iis behavior leads Lo the possibilily that it
/a8 on on unauthorized INMizat over U, 3, Lerrilory.

W ll ? /ZW
CUSSELL T. VEWMAN
“nd Lt., USAF

ntelligeacs Dfficer

COMMENTS OF Approving Urficer:s

The primary intellizence interest in this revort, and any other resorss
of aimilar nature, liea in the %2bvious weamess of present detection and
‘nterception <apacdlities along “he southerm J, 3, lntermaticnal border.

Jhe posaibility, Lowever remote, of Jorret or anoopexr lighits of notentially
nniriendly airorsd Trom areas 3outh of the border should not De discounted
-':oupletelj’.

égu_vé X . Lo Al
CAARLES L. DEWEES

Captﬂin, DAl

I;i."i irector of ntelligzence.
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