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REFERENCES (Control nuinber, directive, previous report, étc., as applicable)

SUMMARY: (Enter concise summary of report. Give significance in final one-sentence paragraph, List inclosures at lower left. Degin tert of report on AF Form 112—Part iL)

lL. Investigation of pilot report indicates the possibility of an unidentific

aireraft being sighted at approximately EJKB1530 on 24/05192 by an F-Z6D pilot
wntle flying a reutine Combat Air Patrol mission. The pilot claimed radar contact

for approximately five seconds after the first sighting. His lock-on the sirsrats

then was broken and he failed to re-establish radar contact during the remainder af

the mission, nes

Kenneth €,Uite, Ist Lt., JSAP, AQ 2225222aI ee inte —

one

2. Three wsuccessful intercept attempts were made in the general area of

EIKA, ZJKB, EJLA, and EJLE. Visual copiact was made intermnittently for approxi=

mately forty minutes. During the second atterpt at interception, momentary inter=

ference was noted on radar scepes, both in the F-S6D and at the 6&4 th ACLW Squadre:

Located at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Tucson, Arizona (EJKCO711). On the third

intercept attempt, the F-d6D pilot was foreed to break off the chase due to low

fvel status. No other kmown friendly aircraft were reported in the area, The pilot

reported that the aircraft behaved in an un-orthodex msnner while apparently

maneuvering to avoid interception and finally disappeared in a southerly direction,

om a course which would take it into Mexico or Central America,

3. The pessibility exists that sighting vas not of an Air Force airplane, and

that it possibly was on an unauthorized flight over U.S. territory.
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ae ity _ toohals A ply Jir Poree Base, Sh Paggs Ps af rf vlobay ng.tba, j‘3755 4
as interrogated at 30/21002. His account of incident with unidentified oi
cart follows (Mumbers in parenthesea coincide with pilot’s position in

velation to the unidentified aircrai't; see inclosure 1)3

ae < was airborne at 2%4/0510% om a Locnl Combat Air Patrol mission. |
fter climbing to an altitude of 15,000 7eet at an indicated spead of 350 ‘mot a,|

: Jeetored to a heading ui 160° teward Nogales, Arizona, under GCI control of

|

|

S
ee
e
 
e
e

‘he S84th ACE&W Squadron {"Sniper*® located at Davia-Monthan Air lerce Base,

be Ab 24/05192 I sighted an unidentified Plying object approvdrately
22 te 20 nautical miles northeast of Nogales. Since I was 50 to 40 naan

ules nerthwest of Nogales, the mmidenti?ied object was sighted fromny eleven

»'elock position and appeared to be5 to 10,000 feet sbove ma, teathad on a
130° veetor (1).

%. Tomtact and Judy was accomplished when as" ‘eaaematen object vas

over ‘jovales and approximately ten miles ahead of me (2).

d. Radar lock vasa broken not mors than five seeenmis after Judy and

at no time afterward was Z able to ~e-satablish radar contact. At this time

the unidentified object was moving away from me on a 180% heading.

&- i chased tha wnidentified object until I reached EJEEO215 at an

wLtitude of 28,000 feet and an indicated apeed of 350 knots (3).

2, << returned to Nogaiea and then turned on an easterly heading to=

uard Dowglas, Arizona, at an altitude of 20,000 raed amd an indicated speed

Se ‘At this time I wa visually monitoring the unidentified sbject.
I% paralleled my course at a distance of twenty aautical miles on may three

o'sleck position and maintained an altitude of approximately 5 to 10,000 fset

abuee me (4). when I reached EJLEO5S21, the unidentified object was on ny two
o'sleek hizh position (5).

he I turned south over Dougles (EJLE2721) and again gave chase, The

unidentified object way then on my twalva o'clock high position, also on a

southerly heading, and moving away from me (6 and 7).

4. When it became apparent that I could not close in on the uniden-

tified object, I returnedto Lenglas, jrizona (3).

Je Owing the chase described in paragrapna 1,j and 1,4 above, I

noticed a group or dota on ay seope while I vaa in manual control, There is

a possibility that these dota could have Deen an interference vattern or

sround clutter return.

ite «When I reached Douglas, I took a westerly heading *oward Nocales,

Sqain the nnidentified object paralleled my course at a distance of twenty

nautical miles on my nine o’clock position and maintained an altitude of

approximately 5 to 10,000 7eet above me (9 and 10).

1. At Nogales I turned south and again chased the unidentified

object (11). It was on my twelve ofalock high position heading south and

SOVINE RWATe
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26 WhenI reached the apprexizate plotted position of- agKE0903,
vas Sereed to break off the chase because of low fuel status (22).

ne I then proceeded back to Davis-Monthan AYE without Surther

incident. rrival waa accomplished at 24/0600Z.

Oo. {01 that was ever distinguishable of the unidentified object was

a hasy glow of red and green flashes with a stronger red flash sceurring

pproximately every third interval,

De The unidentified object seemed to remain 5 to 10,000 Peet above

mae througheut the incident, liy altitude varied from 15,000 to 28,000 Peet,

2. JOB 3. SULLIVAN, 1st. Lt, USAF, AO 2219672, GB4th ACLW Squadron, con=
trealler on duty during tine of incident with unidentified aircraft wes inier-

vogated at 30/22002. His aecount of incident followss

—
—

a. 2b 24/0510Z, pilot of aircraft EN/15 (1st Lt Kenneth 6, Hite)
requested “light-Yrollowing to Deuglas via Nogales.

Db. St 24/0519Z%, EN/15 reported an unidentified object on hia eleven
o'*sloeck high position at a distance of 10 to 15 nautical miles,

ec. EN/15 asked me if I bad the unidentified object under surveil-

lances in ay radar seone, lily answer vas negative.

&, Aseording to information received from the pilot,both2N/l5 and

‘heunidentified scbject were approximately en caqual distance from the obsery

ing site. EM/15 was pieked up on my radar scope, but I was unable to maint
vhe object,

2, I then reeested £N/15 to clese in on the midentified object and
attempt to establish radar contact.

2. AB no tine during the entire mission did Sniper Control have

radar sontact with the unidentified object.

ge At one time during the incident I had one or two 10° strobes of
interference on my radar scope. This interference terminated before I was

sple te determine its nature, but ita appearance waa similar to that observed

on the seove during high voltage flashovers. |

bh. DN/1S reverted seope interference at the seme time.

2. I Serambled no more aircraft because at that time the inciden’s did

not seem to warrant Daurther action,

je After Di/15 landed I ehecied with Davis-Monthan Base Cperations
for possible be47 traffic in the local area. I received a nevative answer,

3. A vevert of local military air trarfie during the period of the

i‘neident was requested from base operations, Davis-vienthan Af. The following

‘pert was received via tolephone at 30/22A52.

a, There were no outbound flights Prom 24/0001Z to 24/07002.

e
s

Dd, There were two inbound flights furing the period described in
paragraph Ja BEOVO.

WARNING: This document contains information affecting the national dsfense of the United States within the meaning of the
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(1) Adrerais B-25, 759843 arrived from Dallas, fexas at 24/096252.

(2) Airerafs C54, 772681 arrived from Travis AFB, California,

crapa Sa avove,

(1) Adrerart 2-47, /12420 returned to Davia Monthen AVA at

2 hf 0445Fe »

(2) Aireraft 8-47, (12433 wes airborne at 24/0202% and returned
Lavis-Menthaa AFB at 24/06162.

4o FRANK A. SHEEHAN, Major, USAF, AO 532901, 559th Bomber Squadron,

commander of aircrait 2-47, 712433, was interrogated at 31/16002. iis acemant

coneerning the location of aircraft 5447, 12438, Srom 24/9202% to 24/96152

Volloews3

ae it 24/0302Z Crew 1-55-00, 359th Domber Squadron, was airborne on

a Staining mission to Phoenix JES ami Loa Angeles 25S.

be Route Prom Davia—onthan A/B to Vhoonix, Slythe, Los Angeles,

viythe, Phoenix, Tucson, and Davis~-ionthan APS was flown as briefed,

ee he return route was as Pollows:

(1) Ne were over Zlythe, California at an altitude of 33,500
feet at bf D539% 6

<2) Our ETA at Phoenix, Arizona was 24/6002,

(3) Oar ETA at Taeson, Arisoma was 24/06102,

(4) Ne 2lew VFR directly to Tucson, accomplished a jet renetra~
tion to the upwind leg, flew a normal trarfic pattern, and

landed on runway 712 (Davis-Monthan 173) at 24/06262.

Se A vepert of lecal civil air treffie turing the pericd of the incident
vas requested from the 0,4.41., Tusson, Arizona. The following revert vas

vseeived via telephone at 30/2200%1

Qe There were twa outbound flichta,

(1) /merican Airlines Vestbeund Tlicht #207 »ms airborne at
2A/94 50% »

(2) American Airlines “astbound Plicht /212 wes airborne at

2h 1425S»

b, There vers no inbound flights from 24/0001% to 24/07002.

5, Preliminary reports of the incident was received by this hendmarters
at 23/2738Z% trom Headquarters, 15th Mighter~-Intercepytor Soundron, The revort
cor as preseribed by AFR 200-2, paragreph 7d, was employed to provide basis
JAtAs
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7. \Weather conditions at time of sighting are noted as Pohlows:

me Uede Weather Bureau Report on winds and velocities as follows:

Surface winds from 140 degrees at 04 lmots,

iinds at 6,000 ft 100 degrves st 02 mots.

Winds at 10,000 2% 2CO degrees at 06 mots.

Winds at 16,000 %% 350 degrees at 07 imota.

‘iinds at 20,000 * 050 degrees at 10 Imots,

Winda at 30,000 *% 040 degrees at 20 lmots.

Vinmds at 50,000 ft 310 degrees at 13 kmota,

Winds at 71,050 2% 090 degrees at 1,4 knots,

b. Ceilings; None.

c. Visibility: 40 miles.”

a. Clewd cover; Jicne

@. Thunderstorms in area and quadrant in which located’ iiene.

COMMENTS of Preparing Orficers

S$. An tmoonfirmed report indicates the sighting of an unidentified air~
craft in the vicinity of EKA, JKB, LILA, AMD EJLB at 24/05192.

a. The possibility exists that the pilot did observe and lock on an
actual blip. Pg bag te hia explanation, his inability to find the blip a

second time was due to the apvarent aircrart increasing its distance to a

point outside the pilot's radar search range.

b. ‘here is a possibility that momentary ground clutter return ape

neared a8 a blip to the pilot. The fact that the blip was in avproxinctely

Ske Game position on his scope aa was his visual aighting ied him to believs

chat the two were the same object.

@. Determination that the blip was actually the sighted aircraft

2ould not be made due to the nilot's failure to observe closing rate indica-

sions on hia radar scope.

9, The duplicate interference encountered was probably coincidental.

ae The 8,000 megacycle frequency difference between the two radar

scopes precludea the rossibility of simultaneous jamuing. ‘The possibility of

warmmonica is also precluded.

be. ‘The basic description of the interference observed by the duty

:ontrollar establishes tha prebability that it was high voltase ars-over,

&. No eonelusion can be drawn from the pilot's description of

aterference due to his admitted inexperience with such conditions,

WARNING: This document contains information afectia’ the: abianal defense of the United States within the meaning of the
pionage Laws, Title 18, U.S. C., Sections 793 and 794. Its transmission or the revelation of itscontents inany manner toan

naatranilared person is cstitred by law. It may not be reproduced in whole or in part, by other than United States Air Force
Agencies, except by permission of the Director of Intelligence, USAF.
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LQ, “The pilot's description of the wnidentified object leads to the

conelusion that it vas an airerart with a speed greater than shat of an

"=D. if such was the case, its behavior leads to the possibility that it

a8 on on unauthorized Plight over U. 3, territory.

Riel| Abcanfasr
NUSSELL T, NEWMAN

Ond Lt., USAF

intelligences Officer

COMMENTS OF Approving Orficer:

The primary intelligence interest in this revort, and any other resorts

of similar nature, liea in the obvious wealmess of present detection and

interception capabilities along she southern J. 3, international border.

Lhe possibility, however remote, of ferret or sanooper flights of potentially

untriendly airoraft from areas south of the border should not be discounted

completely,

CA4RLES L. DEWERS

Director of Intelligence.
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RADAR OBSFRVATIONS DATA SHEET

T. QUSSTIONS REGARDING DETECTING RADAR EQUIPMEN?

1, Uhat type redar equipment is involved? Be}

2, ‘as there been any recent maintenance difficulties? If so, describe,

Titeeap 23 Des 54 (day)
Steering dot information incorrest, wrong altitude

correstions, contacts 7-3 the ay below

3, “hat type modulator (i.e, sparie gap, hard tube, etc) is used in the radar equipment
sor% Asad tube

kk. vas the AFC ere fremersy combrol) circuit of the receiver operating
properly? Yes

5. Jas interference from another radar set been observed recently, and are personnel

Zamiliar with the effects caused by an interfering signal?

2% ‘hat type indicators, "A scope’, @3 seops) ete, wera used to follow the target?

7. Wheat was the radar scan rate? 20/nin, |

3, Wheat was the approximate frequency of the transmitter? 9375

II, QUESTIONS GENERAL

1, ‘what wre the general weather coriliions at the tims unidentified target was

ooserved? CAW

2, ‘what weather data from nearby 3S deathes atations is xvailable on temperature
vs altitude, lumidity vs altitude, and wind velocity vs aliitmda?

©

136 = the target observed by any other nearby radar equipments? If so, give details,

je Ave the operator and the supervisor familiar with the effects of anomalous (duct-

arfeet) propagation as they pertain to this type radar?.

5_ las anomalous propagation been observed to extend the ranges of ground clutter

by this radar at this site, and did this condition exist during or near the

Sims that unknown target was observed?

i
 

.

P
s What effects of rain storms and lizhtning have been observed on this radar?
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FROM (Agency)

lexe any checks made to determine Lf unkncwn target could have been ons of our

own aircraft? Yes, nsgative

as any interception attempted? If so, give details, Yes, couid not close

Om target,

Vas a visual and/or auditery observation wade simultaneously with scope
observation? if so, gibe detailed description, Tes, moauly visual

TIX. SPSCUIC TARGET QUESTIONS

3.

Jo

2, id any technical personnel, observe the unknown target on the radar scope? Up

Javea they Deen questioned thorauighly? What was their opinion?

Tas

2, Jas a permanent record “traci made of the taryes positions as they appeared

on She indicators? If so, attach to this report. (Plot on Sack of nage 1)
ong :

Se \% what rangs, azimath, altitude, and time was the barget observed?

20—015 miles, 15% left, unknown oot higher, 05202 24 Dec Sh

‘;. vow did the target appear in size and shape aa compared with conventional

5. Was the target of consistent sige, or did it change rapidly?

(Ranged size on when moving away,

- 6, Was the speed of the target constant or variable? Uxplain.
. Yariable- kept same distance& altitude away

as Interceptor speed & alt. varied,

“7%, Did the target appear “fugazy” or clear and sharp 2s comparedwith a known

aireraft target? Hazy glow

‘8, ‘hat other (aircraft) targets were observed in the same general area, altitude,
and time as they of the unknown target? None
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2 NA VAY FILE

are We mat spilt astieg 1 ibe cael
INFORMATION

x

- 
ee Ae

x ACTION

ae Gee ; | | NOTEAND
RETURN

ee eee
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