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7. CA) LIGHT BREEZE COOL DRY SUN OVERHEAD (B) 155 DEGREES
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1. DATE 2. LOCATION
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‘112. CONCLUSIONS

Q Was Balloon

238 February 1955 — | —=—Palm Springs, California [0 Probably Balloon
2. DATETIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION TK Possibly Belloon

F) DS dAive a O Was AircroftPye peneBAe8p 5 BHMGround- Vi sual 0 Ground-Radar QO Probably Aircraft

GMT_.O1 403227a ea 0 Air Visual O Air-Intercept Radar QO Possibly Aircraft
“§. PHOTOS 6. SOURCE QO Was Astronomical

0 Yes QO Probably Astronomical

os ee aaa Se ares Bh a Be gate 1 Possibly Astronomical
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10. BRIEF SUMMARYOF SIGHTING 1. COMMENTS ian ;
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FES¢<-» 1955 BETWEEN MAIQUETIA AND MERIDA 4AKEYHOE=1955_ P 249) 5S WITNESSESOO|
AN AEROPOST AIRLINER+ PILOTED BY CAPTAIN q_esiiimememens A FAMOUS VENEZUELAN 0}!

FLYER» WASFLYING AT 7500 FEET BETWEEN BARQUISIMETO AND VALERA» IT WAS A 02

CLEAR DAY, WITH VISIBILITY UNLIMITEDe UNTIL 11015 AeMe THE FLIGHT WAS NORMAL. O63
__ SUDDENLY CAPTAIN SSR AND HIS COPILOT, egggMEs. spoTTeD A STRANGE 04

ROUND *APPARATUS* FLYING SW FTLY TOWARD THE PLANEe ROTATING COUNTERCLOCKWISE,05
THE MYSTERIOUS MACHINE SHONE WITH A GREENISH LIGHTe AROUND ITS CENTER WAS A_ 06

REO RING OR BAND WHICH EMITTED FLASHES OF SRILLIANT LIGHTe ABOVE AND SBELOW o7

___ THIS BANDWERE WHAT APPEARED TO BE LIGHTED PORTHOLESe 08
a een

HURRIEDLY CAPTAIN @@MMM CUT IN HIS MIKE TO CALL THE BARQUISIMETO RADIO 09
eT a STON. APTED OFEMAOTING THE ORJFCT. HE WATTEN FOR AN ANSWFERa-. RuT THRE in

ECEI-VER-HAD-GONE—DEADe---(LATER-THE BARQUISIMETO-RADIO-OPERATORS -STATED-THAT_.. 11
UST AS CAPTAIN HAD BEGUN HIS REPORT» COMMUNICATION WAS CUT OFFe) 12

——-__AS CAPTAIN PWENT BACK TO ALERT THE PASSENGERS,» CQ@ GANKED TOWARD 14
THE ROTATING UFOe INSTANTLY THE OBJECT WHIRLED DOWNWARDe THEN» LEVELING OFFy

LL RACED AMWAY AT EREMONDOWUS SPEED eo

WHEN THE PLANE LANDED. THE PILOTS LEARNED OF THE SUDDEN SREAK IN RADIO
___ COMMUNICATION== NOT ONLY AT BARQUISIMETO BUT AT VALERAs WHICH | Was ALSO. fo

RECEIVING THE INFORMATIONe NOT UNTIL THE AIRLINER WAS A FEW MILES FROM THE
VALERA AIRPORTHAD THE RADIO RESUMED NORMAL OPERATIONe_

BOTH FLYERS TOLD REPORTERS THEY HAD NEVER BELIEVED IN FLYING SAUCERSe

——*8UT_NOW At SALD:) CAPTAIN | _*NOT ONLY ARE we CONVINCED OF aie

EXT STIENCE. BUT ALSO THAT THEY ARE CONTROLLED « * THEN HE ADDEDe * THIS WAS THE
___ MOST_SENSATIONAL EXPERIENCE OF MY CAREERAS A PILOT,» ANO I WILL REMEMBER THE

INCIOENT FOREVER.*

___ THE PILOTS= DETAILED REPORT, WHICH MADE FRONT-PAGE HEADLINESsWAS FULLY —
CONFIRMED BY THE PASSENGERS.
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Brilliant meteors of a particularly fragile structure, which seldom

deposit recoverable fragments, are common in February. Unsur-

prisingly, this month has also produced many fantastic UFO reports.

According to various saucer publications, for exainple, in the nights

between February 2 and February 14, 1955, the skies were thick

with weird machines from beyond the earth,

On February 2 at 11:15 a.M. an airliner flying over Venezucla ob-

served a phenomenon described as “ a strange round apparatus fly-

ing swiftly toward the plane. Rotating counterclockwise, the mys-

terfous machine shone with a greenish light. Around its center was a

red ring or band which emitted flashes of brilliant light. Above and

below this band were lighted portholes.” [2, p. 249] As the pilot

banked the plane, the object whirled downward, leveled off, and

raced away at tremendous speed. The flyers told reporters that

although they had never believed in flying saucers, they now were

convinced of their existence and of their being controlled. After

excavating the few specific facts buried in these dramatic interpre-

tations, we recover a classic description of an ordinary daytime

fireball: a flaming red body surrounded by greenish gases, breaking

up into fragments that burn up in a brilliant flash. Three nights

later, on February 5, the ocean liner Vera Cruz (time and position

not stated) supposedly reported that a “huge, luminous craft, cruis-

ingat fantastic speed,” had passed above the ship [2, p. 250]. On

the night of February 7 the pilot of an Eastern Airlines flight over

Florida saw what “looked like a ball of fire, ten or fifteen feet in

diameter”; three similar objects “much brighter than aircraft flares”

were sighted in the same area between 7:55 and 8:35 p.xt. [2,

p. 255]. On February 11 a Pan American flight between Miami and

New York (time and position not given) was passed by “two strange

reddish-green objects.” [2, p. 259] On February 14 shortly before

midnight a swiftly moving “weird” green fireball was seen from

Texas to Mississippi, so blindingly brilliant that it lighted up a whole

room [2, p. 2Go].

Not one of these descriptions provides enough factual information

to allow positive identification, but every one fits the usual meteor

pattern. It is highly probable that all these “UFOs” were merely

meteors,



The Christehureh Star-Sun. Mordev. Feb, 7, y95~at 3,

“4 t> . | It was, nevertheless, distinct 4s 5

, Coasters ie name teva iaescone hEFLASH’ ALSO. :
, t nointed I! »

cut tnne had a meteorite disin- !) sIGtHTD AT
‘Startled by

Meteorite
0.C. GREYMOUTH, To-day.

excitement ran high in man

parts of the Coast yesterda:

at an object which made a brie

| flight through’ the sky ahou
five o’clock and disappearec

shortly before a sound like the

low rumble of thunder cecurred,
was caused by no more than a

common.meteorite, it is believed.

tegrated on reaching the earth’s

atmosphere at some point over | ASHBUR TON
the Coast, it is possible the per-| ch PLY { |
cussion could have caused shock i é = ae ‘

waves in the atmosphere which|! D.C. ASHBURTON, To-day. |
might have been feit and could| At least three reputable
have given out the rumble re-| business men in Ashburton to-|

; lay reported seeing what they
or é yidely sepa- Cube eet eee: ee i :

Sh A nr Wy lescribed as a “very brilliant}
ay . '

light” high in the. sky and

Observation Difficult travelling towards the Southern|

It seems that people some || Alps, apout 3) p.m. yesterday.
> ‘ sig r Yess .

miles south of Greymouth who | i one ala ve ae as tl, ea |

first saw the object come into || ips ay hy - - : fay jategy | |
sight, glowing witha bright sil- i of tne observers, Was v

, at a phenomenal speed, coin- |: . 1+ ‘2 al ; ; : erYesterday reports from separ- |} Ve! light, and who saw it move cides with the time of the]|

ule parts of the Coast gave the beyond their vision, did yet Beer “mysterious -plosion” re:|
object differing shapes and dif- || any subsequent noise which wasjj ported from W est Coast centres

J
|

|

|

}

ering altitudes, some holding it |, generally heard in the north. || yesterday afternoon.
so low as to be seen hidden ||} It was pointed out to-day that}| ~ Qne of the btisiness men said
| behind trees. ‘it is very difficult for ground that he was with a party of |!

Some reports give the “ex: |i observers to pick the altitude of}; swimmers on the Ashburton }
plosion” which followed, aj fa. high-flying object or to esti-|! River, just below the tow
sharpness like a V-bomb or a |'|mate speed. | when he saw a bright flash in
loud clap of thunder, but to Meteorites are not uncommon the sky above the Alps, Al-}

‘ | owt, the noise was like a low | sights on the Coast, but are though he drew the attention.of ||
1 ro u of thunder, startling in the |)| mainly seen at night. | his companions to the “flash,” |)
brilliantly fine day, but. which }} It is thought yesterday's}, they did not see [t..-.».. |

ere set the ground faintly |t| meteorite was bigger than the Magnesium Flare rfl

That the object disintegrated |’ ee ee eet. uaye" “ It was like a bright mag:|
on contact with the earth’s at- |‘ Very few meteorites ever}, mesium flare,” he said this morn- |!

, \ : ing. ‘But, instead of going upreach the-earth’s surface, though |} }"8 nee Pid going ul
nt it was alling

there is a record of three or four paeaity the yits.” was falling
)ated by a Greymouth man who dee ones ae Bates vie Another man reported seeing
was driving a car from Christ. |) |Which landed on a house in ro a ‘very bright light” travelling || |
church to Greymouth yesterday, |, | United’ States within the past
At five o’clock, when at Cass, |; |f¢W months.

he saw the object. It was only |!" ~~ ; was travelling at an extremely r
small, he said, moving north |, high speed in what appeared to |!

and high above the alpine chain. |} him to be a north-westerly direc: |;

Altitude 100,000ft tion. He was unable to estimate |}

He is a former pilot, and he | jits height and was not ct
nut its altitude at not less than ij identify its snape accurately this

1G0,000€t. mor ning. ; :

, After moving high in the air; A third observer reported that |
it exploded im a puff of smoke. he saw a “bright light” in the

t looked like a is #d rocket |sky.over the Southern Alps at | |

moving rapidly, he said. {| about5 p.m. yesterday. He did i |
| ‘his report discounts com- ‘not take a great deal of notice ||

pletely any suggestion that the

'

mosphere, as is common with |;

nieteorites, and did not approach |,

the earth even closely, is indix-

in the western sky above the|
} Alps at. 4.56 p.m. yesterday. It ||

—
—

Ts

k

of it until he read this morning || |

object approached close to the| of the “explosion”.on the West ¢

rround. or that part of it came Coast. |
to earth in the foothills. The leg oe ee a 4

report also places. the object in

the area in which it was seen

y Coast residents—in line with |;

lake Brunner, ‘*

|} Many who did wot see any

object in the sky nevertheless

heard an explosion which is

agreed to have followed the dis- |
| appearance.

| Many cricketers, fishermen,

jand otaer sportsmen in Grey- ||
mouth, Rotomanu, Brunner, ary |

| tapahoe, ands even Westport |] } / oe ts WAN /
heard the noise. It very closely it 3 foe ee
| rasembled a long roll of thunder, | i Fiat eg
‘not’ particularly loud or sharp. i



On Monday, Tebruary 8, ,jhere apowared in The New ‘ork Herald

Tribune an AP re
ee

“Mysterious Blast
¥ mT 

iin New Zealand. -
AUCKLAND, N. Z., Feb. 6 (?).-—

A mysterious explosion of ter-
rife force shook the west coast
of New Zealand's South Island
today. A Strange silver shape
flashing overhead at the same
time was reported,
Observers. at Widely-separated

points described the object as
cigar-shaped and emitting a,
dazzling light and traveling’ at/
high speed, They said it lost!
altitude as it moved inland)
toward the Southern Alps.
The explosion was heard and}

feit in an area of several hun-!
dred square miles. :
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REPORTED
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MYSTERIOUS OBJECT

| (New Zealund Press Association)

|
GREYMOUTH, February 8,

ye A roysterious explosion ot terriff
jtorce, and a strange object seen ijthe sky over tha West Coast this afterjnoon, caused much speculatio.
throughout the distriet tonignt. So fa|thare has been no explanation of th

| CxBlosion, nor of the object, wit
;woien it apparently was linked.

Responsible observers at widely
lseparated points gave similar descrip-
[tions of the object in the sicy. [t was
jstated to be cigar-shaped, bright sil-
ver in appearance, and travelling at
}2 speed too great to estimate. It
appeared to be

moved inland.

(the object was in two parts, and that }
the leading portion was much larger |
than the other. The object emitted al

'

j

daz2ling light.

Inquiries tonight indicated that the
explosion occurred about 5 p.m. It!
was heard and felt over an area of};
several hundred square miles, and i
the strange object in the sky was
jobserved simultaneously from at leas
four different places—the mouth of ths
Taramakau river, Greymouth, Dobso:
and Inchbonnie. é
The explosion was heard by mar

;persons in Greymouth; and at Nelsr
;Creek, 20 miles north-east, it was >
Violent as a clap of thunder, 4

:} The line of fight of the object wo
approxirnately south-west to nortl
east. It came from over the sea abou
(10 miles south of Greymouth, and it
jcourse apparently took it into th

‘|foothills of the Southern Alps, about |
.{25 miles from Greymouth. j
‘| An observer at Inchbonnie reported H
{a huge column of smoke in the foot- {|
j hills of. the Alps at the time of the |i
;explosion. |

|
|
|

i

‘

See —.

port from sukland, New Zealand, saying that

a mysterious explosion of terrific force had sheken the west coast

of New Zealand's South Island the day before. A strange silver

shape flashing overhead at the same time was reported. “Observers at

: 
ik < e -lwidely separated points described the object as cigar-shaped and

enitbing s dazzling light and traveling at high

it lost eltitude as Lt moved inland toward the

speed. They ssid

Southern Alps.# |

|

Tye explosion was heard and felt in an area of several hundred square i

miles."

losing altitude as it],

\\

Two observers-—one at Dovson and |
the other at Inchbonnie—claimed that}
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/METEORITE—OR WHAT?

Mysterious Green Fireball
o
o
t

Here’s ‘his story:

“Around midnight this light

seemed to pop out of the sky di-

rectly above us. It looked like a

i huge electric arc. It was green-

jish, like the tip of a welder’s

torch.
~*~ * *

3 T]ighten Ss N ight Over Texa Ss |. “I WAS going due south, There
were three of us in the tower. We

of course had the lights on, but the

TYLER, Tex., Feb. 14 (® — A There were unconfirmed reports/ as ‘far as Jackson, Miss., to the room lighted up brilliantly: It. was

spall, its weird green light cast- jt exploded or hit the ground, but east and Mineral Wells in west a blinding light, the brightest I
ing a fiery glow over three men ne evidence of it had been found.' Texas,

in an airport control tower,! Information indicated it was first!

flashed. like a “‘huge electric arc’’|seen here and disappeared some’
across the east Texas piney woods!60 miles south, near Lufkin. But)

Sunday night. ts = the Weather Bureau at Dallas got from J. N. Aber, control. tower! a short tail. It lasted just a sec-
It was apparently a ‘Yneteorite: reports of people seeing its glow ' operator - at _Pounds Field here. jond.”’

THE MOST vivid account came

lever saw. We- all, turned and
28 & iwatched it disappear to the south,

,about 30 degrees above the _hori-

‘zon, It. looked like a football with

on ror



Radioactive Fiber

At Horseheads
HORSEHEADS, N. Y.. Feb. 22

i. —Dr. Charles B. Rutenber,

chemistry professor at Elmira

College, identified today as radio-

active a curtain of wispy gray

fuzz that spread over part of this

village two daxs ago. He said the

fuzz was badly damaged, slightly

radioactive cotton fiber.

Where the fiber came from be-

fore it settled on trees, shuohery

and houses Sunday night was a

mystery. Dr. Rutenber said tests

showed’ that the fiber was ap-

parently waste material of a sub-
stance which had been heavily

camaged in some sort of explo-

sion.

Horseheads is a village of about

3,500 population, six miles north
of Elmira in the south-central

part of New York State. Dr.

Rutenber said the radioactivity

was not present to dangerous

degree, ?

The Atomic Energy Commis-

ston’s’New York office doubted

that the radioactivity came from

Mriday’s test shot-in Nevada. .
e
a|

In one of the three incidents reported in other

months (Horseheads, New York, February 21, 1955) the angel hair

was identified as waste products from the local milk plant.

: a
2 ry 2%, at Horseheads, > 79) f

On February 24, a ; sara

wispy gray fuzz of badly damaged cotton fiber. It was, radioactive.
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MARCH 1955 SIGHTINGS

Cc

OCATION beer tie z) BSERVER

Huntley, Illinois RS.

~Leas Vegas, Nevada Civilian Pilct

Parksburg, Pennsylvania aa ean

Wiesbaden, Germany 2 RE.

Pittsfield, Maine : Se EM,

Brooklyn, New York Multiple

Anderson AFb, — ilitary

vo?
<7

Charleston, West Virginia

Lake Oxechobee, Florida (CAS# MISSING) CivilianACC

Paris, Illinois ncaa,Bee

Chesapeake Bay, Maryland See,

Bdwards AFB, California (CASE MISSING) Civilian

Bdwards AFB, California LE Mey,

Mettawameag, Maine (CASE MISSING) Civilian Air

Redwood Valley, California phen

Klamath Falls, Oregon Multi

aT)
 <

<
ny

valon, Catalina Is., California

o n Sea, California gah eect,

Isguna, California (CAS# MISSING) Civilian
Hamilton-Cleves, Ohio Multiple

Ripley, California Military

29 Palms, California Bae

Azuza, California Civilian

SUNOALEs California oie

San Francisco, Calitornia ecea

Farmingdale, Long Island, New York <—jileailit.

Tokyo, Japan Air & Gd

Colorado Springs, Colorado al

Fitchburg, Massachusetts (CASZ MISSING) Civilian

Modesto, California (CASS MISSING) Civilian

Montivedeo, Uraguay (CASH MISSING) Civilian

Oakland, California (CASS MISSING) Civilian

ran Multi

Soledad, California Ree NAS

Sonoms, California ey

666th ACW (RADAR)

Pendleton, Oregon aiiis

aie hnodts California (CASE MISSING) Civilian
San Jose, California Lees

irik aBuloare teie 1d, California
San Francisco, California (CASE MISSING) Civilian
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