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J. DATE 2. LOCATION 12, CONCLUSIONS

About June 1955 KENNEWICK, WASHINGTON So Pate fea Nhe at, ‘sate - ‘ MOOW LGR y Wee avr ia] Probably Balloon

3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION mn PoflsedlAt lhheges
2200 4 Vi ‘ QO Was AircraftLocal Ha An AOD PRP OTR EE TO 28 Ground: Vi sual O Ground-Radar QO ‘Probably Aircraft

GMT asus islet catia sisi baild 0 Air- Vi sual 0 Air-Intercept Radar QO Possibly Aircraft
5. PHOTOS 6. SOURCE 0 -Was Astronomical

0 Yes O Probably Astronomical
XB No civilian 0 Possibly Astronomical

‘J. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION ~—*| 8 NUMBER OF OBJECTS | % COURSE |CL, OtherinrecliableEnt
not given one (1) not given 0 Insufficient Data for Evaluation

i] Unknown

10. BRIEF SUMMARYOF SIGHTING
Large, shiny metal ball appeared low over

1), COMMENTS

a 1S

observer. Came to a stop, then left with Too old to investigate. Witness

a high rate of speed. States he hear "Saucer" enthusiast. Unreliable
tf onychug chug" sound. Reported to FBI who report.

forwarded it to AF OSI.
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ISOC, Ha, 402d AISS, 20 Nov 55, Sudj: UTO3 Report —- OFFICE OFRESCUE

PO EN Sh ist Ind

igs a Ysehnnical tntelligence Canter, cignt-Patterson Air Fores ase,
AFOIN-Ree 3 DEC 1955

x Commander, ileadquarters, 460¢a Alr Intelligense Service Squadron
(A0G), Ent air Fores Base, Colorado

lL. This Canter igs in raceint of an PBI report dated 12 June

1956. suomitted through the Utfice of Special Investigations, re-
AFOIN*4X3 tarding a UFO signting observed by a Sgt Rishardson over Xannewick,
r

oe hore ashiagton in 1955, copy attached.

AFOIN-4X4 2. Based on the Limited data submitted an svaluation of the

{ yeport, plus a general check of activities of the area in queasion,

E—=AFQIN-4X2¢

AFOIN-4A teaulted in the following:

a ‘The UPO sighting was reported one year after the inci-

an% took place, waking 1% impossible for an inmecaiate and on-=tie-

pot inwsstigzation.

AFOIN-4B ,: be it appears odd that an object as large asa described,
na appearing at low altitude over a fairly large town during a

ummer night, was not’ ooservsd or rsported by others. NN

AL

& Yakina, Washington, which is approximately 75 miles :

AFOIN-4C _0rthwest of Kennewick, haa an estadlished UJ. 5. weather bureau Y.

balloon-launching station. s#alloons are launched every six hours... +).

% H
i
e
 O
F
A

s

iw

ad. There are approximately nine to ten military sivivioses\s
nd airfields in the vicinity of and between Yakima and Xennewick- ‘©
Ml, dormally, launching scheduled or unscheduled balloons. ’

@e Radiosgonde balloons launched at night from military ° a

4 airfields are from seven to twenty feet in diameter. They carry a. ae
4 ao Bary oes hite sunning Light underneath which, generally, give a metallis 5 |

: bheen when refleeting on the surface of the balloon. es ay
Paes ,
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AFOIN-4E 2

bet ed f£. The general wind direction on the night of the sightings ew of
NiaJa3 Gaatesz0utheast. Uur experiance ha3 shown that altnovan pibal “S © © a,

i~

+—_| ad radiosonde balloona risa” détween 600 to 1200 feet per second rg 8 2,
any, due to aithas \paktzes or wind conditions, will remain ata ~ wee

AFOIN-4F ow altitude, alauag or StoD, aes tiging again or drovping. V8

Rea eeiae. Ee iG is avparea’bert ‘334 Fadnardson ia a *flying saucer Be2 icone sntbhusiast iis gtatemesd that ne has been “interested* in flying frac Dad
saucers for years aad has "read everything* on the subject conrim
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e
e

fo 3e dn lignt of the avovs, our conclusions strongly suggest

b a the object observed was a balloon.

AFOIN-4X 2b \e Reference paragraph 3 of your basis corresoondence. From

mn |~<‘is*séiA LW Of lL] material on file regarding subject observer, 14

a appears that he not only has 4 bisaly-active imagination and an

@ pci Sf pyarensly strong belies? in soecalled *Plying saucers,* but that

= QIN-4X2€ @ will continue maxing a nuisance of ainsel? to the YS3i and other

USAF unite. 24 ia thersfore advised that Set Richardson bea in-

—— ormed, in sudstance, of the following:

AFOIN:4A3 ae That he should report all UFO sightings to the neareat
Cea Stan eee unit, preferably a 46024 AISS unit, and not the "31,
at

Re Rae b. That the Air Yorce ia in reseips of nis reports of the

AFOIN-4A (@nnewick sighting; the information is being used a3 part of ‘he

E (i ND phan: in our continuing program for the study and analysis of uni-

t fe) peneeeaee aerial objects; and that his interest in the matter ia

segs nogorsciated.

os Se Further, he should be informed in a rather fima manner

AFOIN-4B that aa an officer of the law he is certainly aware that unless any ~

e
s

ees ad. if desired, itens under paragraph 3o through %f above

AFOIN-4C p® sade part of the correspondence.

eee eet @e A atandard USar UYO questionnaire toxvether with Yorn

6h A: » "UFO Observers instruction Sheet,” be sent to S2z% Richardson

i eae ith a request that although late for proper processing, the data
ee Se eae deairable for completeness of file. A-.personal interview by

AFOIN-4D_bome member of your field unit would be desirable in that it will
{ {| —___sihecora an opportunity to study or make scme observation of the tyne
ae SS See y personality involved.

fie | EE ae ae
2 iae FOR THE COMMANDER

ee } ‘2. ‘¢ ei " ‘ side ae 4
¥

auc Ist Lt, USAF
|pas e—| Gy VBI Rpt, dtd 12 June 56. asieAbt Adjutant

VIN-4F ACO ne ‘so a
¢, é Ti ‘ bp \ A +; bk j

a This indorsenen f\1s glassified because
lis (sens: Seana of OOUWCS information contained therein.

[ee Res:
z

90 DAYS
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1015 Second Avenue

LO0~-1 Seattle 4, Washington
g ued June 12, 1956
i \

Colonel SpencerW. Raynor, USAF

District Commander

20th District, OST

McChord Air Force Base, Washington

Re: Unidentified Flying Objects

Dear Sir: *

The following information was furnished to Special Agent

Clement WY, Parkhurst, resident agent, Richland, Washington, on June 1, 1956:

Sergeant Gordon Richardson, Kennewick, Washington Police

Department, advised that for several years he has been very interested in ¢

flying saucers and has read everything available concerning this topic,

Cordon advised that he has some information which he considers to be of

utmost importance to the defense of the United States concerning a flying

space ship which he observed over Kennewick, Washington about a year ago.

Richardson stated that he had never told anyone about this matter and had i ny!

not discussed it with other officers of the police department because they %:.>-
"never pay any attention to what he says". Gordon prefaced his remarks

by stating that he realizes his information sounds like a "nut complaint” Sake

‘but assures the writer that this is not so. co

: Richardson stated that the thing he saw has been weighing very

heavily on his mind and hs believes the information should be passed on to

the Air Force or other inte:svted Defense Agency.

Richardson stated that about a year ago he wa3 on night shift

and was in the vicinityof 1st and Washington, Kennewick, at about-10-PM

when he observed a large, shining, metak~balt-about 30' in diameter swoosh

in from the West at rather low altituda-——only 200 or 300 feet in the air

or less. The ball was traveling at a high rate of speed and when it got

about three blocks east of Washington Street it came to aconplete stop,

Richardson stated that the dall had left a trail of fire until it shopped
and then emitted no fire or smoke, Richardson descrided the ball aB per-
fectly spherical and made of shiny metal, Ha stabed Chagranparenbiy.thes
ball had ab least two different kinds of motors tpproepehib, ) because: when

it was standing still he could hear the "chag chug” of the engine sounding

like a tractor engine and apparently an rons
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‘TO: Colonel SpencerW, Raynor, USAF |

District Commander, OSI |

Re: Unidentified Flying Objects Date: June 12, 1956

ball stood still several minutes and then took off with a speed so great
that it disappeared from sight in a matter of seconds. Tichardson stated
that obviously some different type of engine was utilized in flight such
as a jet engine because of the speed with which the ball left. Richardson
noted no fire or smoke on Leaving.

Richardson stated that the most disturbing thing to him is that

apparently the builders of the ball have mastered the pull of gravity. He

stabed that this fact puts this country in a poor position defensively |
as the ball obviously either came from Russia or some outerspace planet
in which case the Russians might get hold of it first. Richardson noted that

the ball was flying too low for radar detection and too fast for interception

by any known United States device, Richardson commented that the United
States does not have this ball or they would not bea producing winged air-

craft, jet planes, nikes, etc. Richardson stated that he theorizes that

whoever built the ball is using the principle of likes attract and positives

repel to defy gravity and that the ship is flying on electron beams or some

other natural phenomena such as light waves. He stated he never saw the | |

ball again and has not advised other persons other than the FBI. He also

stated that he did not hear of anyone else seeing the ball but commented that

dus to his training he is a skilled observer.

The above is for your information and no investigation is being

made by this office. Theres is no objection by this office to your investi-

gation of this matter and your interview of Sergeant Gordon Kichardson.

Very truly yours,

R, D, Auerbach

Special Agent in Charge earn|



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ROW/rs
WASHINGTON

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL USAF

20th DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

McCHORD AIR FORCE BASE, WASHINGTON

90D OSI 2limO 19 June 1955

SUBJECT: Unidentified Flying Object Obeerved Approximately 1 June 1.955

in Vicinity of Kennewick, Washington

TO: Commander

25th Air Division (Defense) |
icChord AFB, Washington

ATTENTION: Intelligence Officer

This office is in receipt of a letter from the Seattle field Office,

Federal Bureau of Investigation, copy of which is attached hereto for your

information and any action you may deem appropriate.

L Incl / SPENCER W. RAYIOR
Cy ltr, FBI, dtd Colonel, USAF

12 Jun 56, District Commander

TURNfAD OVER To Y6or ywrse

FLT tA PER TELE PRONE CONUERSAMOA,

W/ soT FRANCS 4 26 Dun 6 C7 260 \
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PT Mea Dimi A craper yeh ghrp eam

DISPOSITION FORM!“

Comdr 4602d AISS . OIC Flt 1-A, 4602d AISS 21 June 1956

Enta Colorado McChord AFB, Washington Lt Strasser/rdb/114

Forwarded is a copy of a UFOB sighted 1 June 1955 at Kennewick, Wash,

The report was initiated by the FBI, sent through the OSI to the D/I 25th
Air Division and was received from that office, Due to the age of the
information and the circumstances of sighting, no preliminary investigation

was made by the office of the D/I,

HELfe ect
LELAND R. KIRK, Capt, USAF

Officer in Charge

HD Bie I f S REPLACES NME FORM 846, 1 OCT. 48, WHICH MAY BK USED 18—54301-3 9 U. 5s. GeVaRNMEWT PRINTING S7FICM 1909 e-acghe!
he

oa

PLE NO. SUBJECT
AISIA UFOB Report

TO FROM DATE COMMENT NO. 1



1015 Second Avenue

Seattle, Washington

October 17, 1935

Colonel Soencer W. Raynor, USA

District Commander

20th District, OSL

MeChord Air Force Base, Washington

Res Unidentified Plying Objacts

Dear Sirs:

Cn June 12, 1955, a letter was directed to your office
reporting information furnisned by Sgt. Gordon Richardson,

Canmnewick, Washington Police Department, relative to his sighting

of an unidentified flying object. Sst. Ricnardson has contacted
our Senior Resident Agent at Richland, Wasnington on a number

of cimesa since his original reporting of this incident and has

stated that he is most anxious to talk to @ vepresentative of tne

Air Force concerning his observations of this unidentified rlying

object. Sgt. Richardson stated that he had some new information

woich apparently is not a new observation, but some theories on

his previous sighting, wrich he desires to pass on to the

appropriate representative of the Air Foree, Sst. Richardson

has been advised that his original informationwas turned over to

your office and that his sudsequent contacts will also be

furnisned to you for your information. This matter was discussed

with Major Russell Womack of your office on October 9, 1956 and
he suggested that this letter be forwarded.

Sincerely yours,

opecilal Agent in Charge
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

WASHINGTON

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL USAF

20th DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS

McCHORD AIR FORCE BASE, WASHINGTON

20D OSL 24-0-232 : 23 October 1956
|

es

SyBIECT: Unidentified Flying Objects

TO: chia tanar

+ s | 1 my | i 1 . 7 hg {
1. Reference is made to letter, this office, dated 19 June

956, which Forw arded copy of a letter from the Federal. Bureau of |
Investigation,Seattle, Washin;ston, dated 12 June 1956, 

concerning

the above subject.

a. Attached for your 3 n

LT Vs sober 1956, received from the Seat

ing the reported sighting of an unidentified flying ob
ject.

- . a) ro ut ede oy ye ne ¥ ra

s copy of a letter, cated
e

ai b

tie Office of the FRI

3. Suggest this matter be referred to the Commander, 4602nd

Air Intelligence Service Squadron, in order thet they may cont
act

Set GORDON RICHARDSON and obtain information he allegedly poss
esses.

4

p

1. Incl: ae“YsSeancan if.RAYNOR |
ad 7 See District foedender ’

SMAMA—May 535-—-10M tp
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SCPESOR VER Meta yin 9 np ermoyena tircmrne rtET

Hq USAF, 20D OST 2),-0-232. 23 Oct 55, Subject: Unidentified Flying
Objects

250DI lst Ind » 5 OCT i958

Headquarters, 25th Air Division (Defense), McChord AFB, Washington

TO: Commander, Flight 1-A, 602d Air Intelligence Service Squadron,
McChord Air Force Base, Washington

Forwarded for your information and necessary action.

FOR THE COMMANDER :

Pn
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f1 Inel

Incl # 2
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Arscc 20 November 1966

SUBJUCTs UsS0B Report

TOe Commander

Air Techical Intelligence Center

ATTN: ATOIN Ds
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base

Onio

1. The inelosed correspondence is herewith forwarded to your

organization for your information and necessary action.

2. Since no report of a UFOB sighting has been made, this
organization has not authorized OIC, Flight lea, hé02d AiSS, to

investigate the Source listed in the correspondence,

3. Request you advise this organization of any action necessary
regamiing the inclosed correspondence.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

2 Inels . GHARLES W. CODSEY

1. DAP fr Flt 1eA Captain, USAF
2. Ltr fr 20th Do, CSI Assistant Adjutant

w/ind fr 25th AD (Def) :
w/l Incl .

a


