
UFOB INDEX CARDeee ee AISS-UFOB-200-55 aDATE ORE ASE COPE RCGRTIGW, cr nanan

“4 July 1955 Oy Wos BalloonChina Lake NAS, California Probably Balloon3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 
Possibly BalloonLocal li a Ground: Vi sual $€Ground-Reder Pastel hives ft: 

t i a

GMT 12/0510Z July 1955 O Air Visual 
Possibly Aircroft5. PHOTOS 

6. SOURCE 
| ; Was Astronomical

O Yes 

Probably Astronomical

x Ne 
Uilitary 

Possibly AstronomicalYi LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE Other__-Minutea 
Mantieien Data for EvaluationTwenty to thirty (20-30 Ime (2) 3 and W Unknown

10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 
ll. COMMENTS: = = “mathortsea

One (1), round, orangish-red object, the size} nig Sighting is receiving a-Péllowe |
of a dime held at arna lenght, was observed up Tnvestigation by Flint 1-6, 46024
from the tower of the above NAS, Sixty (60) AISS, Resulta-pe his investigation|. to be recora: d.onthisTMvard after
used by observers. The object seemed to have recsigt of AF Form 112 on=a badd four (4) times the length of the object. orm 112 on Uhig case.
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PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD
rc eeenermme er menmanpnmmmnenee, 41. DATE 2. LOCATION 12, CONCLUSIONS

Le od 55 shina Lake NAS, California O°’ Probably Balloon
“To a etre ete nohrhonelhednor breaker 

"3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 0 Possibly Balloon

QO Was Aircraft

Lees $
e

 & Ground-Vi sual 8 Ground-Rodor Q Probably AircraftGut _L2/0510Z 0 AirVi suai OD Air-tntereept Rador |7 Possibly AircrafrS. PHOTOS 6. SOURCE 
O Was AstronomicalO Yes 
Q Probobly AstronomicalG Ne 

military 
O Possibly Astronomical

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 6. NUMBER OF OBJECTS Met NOVO cccissitilaiascescibtstatlasitipisdasnes diini. 

O 
Insufficient Dota for Evaluationventy - thrity mins one 

O Unknown

10, BRIEP SUMMARY OF SIGHTING V1. COMMENTS

One round, orangish=red Obj, size of a dime held] Balloon withat arms length, was observed fron tower of the
ubove NAS. Sixty power and eight power binoo-
aars were used by observers. Obj seemed to have
a tail four times the length of the obj. A/C
scrambled but failed to contactt anything.

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52)
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AF FORM W12—-PART I — EHELASS ISIE D , Ee A
\PPROVED LJUNE 1948 8 ih oa Mccstagc loariga apse . 

4 af

} COUNTRY / REPORT NO. WEAVE BLANK) APE a ee é F

\_— at | fic-tropa1-55 | ae a
3 AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT bi goes ws| aner % ! TRO La EPR aE

UFCB rs |
| \#t€A REPORTEDON FROM CAyenep) peencr vtec

; liyyokern, California, USA Flight 1-C,. 6024 AISS; rwEt
: ATROR MarR sure Ser é DATE OF INFORMATION OSS ; EVALUATION — ORE RN iON 0 YORU REE 3

30 duly | sth 6k a eee
eSPARED BY (Osco) SOURCE

PATRICKO. SHIIE Captain ‘USAF See contents belowREFERENCES (Control number, directive, precions report, de as apzaicabe) SSSSE Te ee dashes |
AFR 200=2, March FLT SV CEN TT MSG DTD 1207152 JtL 55 WB 55—5 prD }; FEB 55etee sen ne meee eae 2 ne ee eee ene 2 eee ee ee een

1 IMMARY;: (Enter concise summary of report. ive significance in final one-serngence parayraph, Lit inclosures at lower left. Begm text of report on AK Form 118—- Part 71.)

Sore enineat ete me menatnat atetoescineersaceetibeanes eee eee ee OO ee eee en ome oe

Ie CONTANTS

PART ONE: = Description of sighting by CWO Carl z. Russ,
Ghina Lake Naval Air Facility, China Lake
California (EJCF 1707).

PART TOs Description of sighting by A@2 RichardF.
Lundy, China Lake NAF, China Lake, California.

PaRT THREE: Description of sichting by ACAM Charles P.
Chitwood, China Lake NAF, China Lake, California.

PART FOUR: Supplementary Investigative Efforts. ©

PART FIVE: Comments of Preparing Officer.

LACE NAVAL AIR FACILITY, CHINA LAKES, CALIFCRNIA, at 1205102 JUL 55 (2210 hours ;
PDST 11 July 1955). The information in this report wags obtainad from the persons ¢
seehng this object and from the investigation conducted ,09 determina the possibls
cause of this sighting. 3

III. INVESTIGATCR: S/Sgt JOHN T. FICKEN, AF 16 372 953

Officer in Charge |

: APPROVED: |
ei a, (See Individual Parts) y ow :

JOHN M WHITE JR |

Colonel, USAF

Commander | Re

OISTHISUTIONZY ORIGINATOR
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D/I, USAP; Comdr, ATIC; 2/I, 27ADiv; Comdr, 602d AISS; OIC, Flight 1-c, héc2d AISS

(\OT& THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OFTHE S5PIONAGE ACT, 50 U0. 5.0.—
31 AND 32. AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IM ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 1S PROHIBI
If MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PER
INTELLIGENCE, USAP,

UNELASS FLIED
~ (CLASSIFICATION)

,

MISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

Y UL 3. GOVERNwENT POM eC EFICE \P-~O-2 14331

TI. SUMARY: One unidentified flying object was sighted near CHINA ..

TED BY LAW,
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AF FGRM 112-—PART I UNCLAS3( FIED
APPROVED | JUME 1948

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
FROM (Agency) 

REPORT NO,

Flight 1<C, 1.6024 AIss LO-UPOB11-55 Ca
te

ee

Le SCURC is

Age: )2

Length of Service: 20 years

Duties: Naval Air facility Officer (Administration)

Etucation: 12 years

Station: China Lake Naval Air Facility

II. RELIABILITY: When interviewed SCURCE
| ve Was very cooperative with apositive attitude toward the questioning. He was very friendly, though serLous,and supplied concise and detailed answersto questions. When speaking, SOULS!

/

used good iinglish with an excellent choice of words. His grammar and spellingon ATIC Form "A" were good. SOURCE appeared to be of above average intelligenca,Re presented a tusinesg-Like “ppearance and ss+med to have a good observance
4 

os 

>of details. Although complecely familiar with air traffic procedures SCURCEAg iy
covld offer no explanation as to what the object micsht have bean and was insistentthat the object was of a nabure not normal to the Air Vacility. In view ofSOURG E's sincsrety, familiarity with air traffic procadures, length of servica,and rank, he may be considered as usually reliable. Since two other inda&vidualsSimultaneously observed the object, information contained in this report shovidbe svaluated: ag-'"L", 

i

III. SCURCE'S DuSCRIPTION OF OBJECT:-

Ll. SOURCE was on duty as the Naval Air racility Duty Officer, onthe evening of 1l July 1955. He received acall from control tower operators whosaid that an unid+ntified flying object was in sight. SCURCS immediately reportedto the tover. 
j

degrees from true north and approximately 10 degrees from the horizon. It wasmoving on a courseof approximately 2);0 degrees. Cbjact stayed on this coursefor approximately seven (7) minutes and then suddenly re
on this original line of flight before the chance
disappeared about six times always reappearing
but always in its flizht line.

versed course. itiwas
in direction that the object

2 - . “ICloseto the point of disapbearance

32° Tha object appeared round with fugzy and/or blurrad edges .\\SCURCE reported the distance bog great to determine the exact shapee ‘There was.but one object and‘its size approximated that of a pea held at arm's Length. ‘ »I,

ior several minutes with tha nakedAeye SCLECE emmloyed 8 X 50 bincevlars.
binoculars than with the naked CyY2@e
flame.

The object was no clearer with the

* 

. 4 
- 

|

he After observing the object

2a 
|it appeared as an orange glow or like an open

5. Oring its course after the reversal object seemed to sneadupe Course of this second line of flight was approximately80 degreas. whanobject almost reached the point of the initial sighting it
course and assumed a heading of approximately 2)0 degrees,

|

; 2- The object first appeared in the northwestern sky at 306

|
i

|
| 

again rapidly changed

j

|

|

{
/

|

|

|
NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U S.C — :3! AND 32, AS AMENDED, ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHGRIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW, |IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF|NTELLIGENCE, USAF,

YNELASIS (FLED
(CLASSIFICATION) 18---55570—1 U. 3. GOWEON MENT OHINTING OFfiCg

» |
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AF FORM 112—PART It — UMELASS IFIED(CLASSIFICATION)

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

FROM (sdgency) REPURT NO, "\ PART ONE

Flight 1-C, )602a Alss 1C-UFOB-11-55 :ee 
at PAGE OF Oo : ete i

| 6. The object seemed to lose altitude slowly as it faded sway.
There was no sudden disappearance. Object was Last Sighted at a measured 277
degrees from the Naval Air Facility tower.

7- SGURCE could offer no explanation for the object. This was
the first unusual sighting SCURCE had ever witnessed.

§. SOURCE had no idea of speed or altitude of the object.

9. ¢ weather was clear and cool with fifteen miles visibility?
it was pitch dark with a few stars. There was just a slight breeze.

2 Incls:

1. Statement by SOURCE

2- SUURCE'S-memory sketch

of object's flight line

a

.

t
o
o
n

———:

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U.S, C.—
3) AND 32, AS AMENDED, ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF.

UCLA SSIFLED
(CLASSIFICATION

”

" YB—-55570-1 UU. S. GOVEQNMENT PRINTING OFFICE

-/



AE FORM 112—PART Mt UNCLAISS( FLED
(CLASSIFICATION)

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

APPROVED | JUNE 1948

} FROM (slyency) REPORT NQ,
| PART OND

Flight 1-C, },602d aIss LC-UPQB=1L1L=55 sie oo eo one
Cn a a ee neee a nn a neee eee

}

Incl #1 PART ONS, Re -UFOB=11-55 7
‘Statement of CWO

S~T-AsTHEaM=eN=P

As the Naval Air Facilityduty officer, I was called to the field control

tower to observe an orange colored light in the sky that appeared to be moving.

I first observed this object at abeut 2215 (PDST) without visual aids. I then
lockedat it through 8 X 50 bincculars and observed it moving in a wasterly
direction. The object then seemed to reverse course and gain altitude during

this mansuver. It traveled at high speed. It then again reversed course moving

slowly again in a westerly direction on a slight descent - disappearing in the

i
3

i

|

|

|

Wasie

/3f
Ci

Ts ase oy OD

THAT -heM=t—l]=2

Captain USAF
—
—

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN TRE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U5, C+

3) AND 52, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW

IT MAY NOT SE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR O

INTELLIGENCE, USAF,

UMOLASSIF IED
(CLA 2QIFICATION) 16--"4570-1 U. $, GOVEAN MENT PRINTING OFFICE



AF FORM 112—PARTH Het ¢ 6.9 $5 110 D
(CLASSIFICATION)

APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

Flight 1-0, 1;602d AlsS LC-UiOB=11=55 noe of BO tesne + ete senate

Incl #2, SOURCS'S Memory Sketch of Object's Flight Path

"A" indicates point of initial sighting 
} ay

nB" indicates point of disappearance me or LS

\. be

4, \ so)
eae 

*

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U.S, C.—
31 AND 32, ASAMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW,

17 MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

INTELLIGENCE, USAF.

VYUCLASSIELZD
(CLASSIFICATION) JG--BSDTO-1 U.S. GOVKANMENT PRINTING OPFICE



AF ORM ti--PART T | . . UNOCLASS{FIED
(CLASSIFICATION)APPROVED I JUNE 1948

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
FROM (clyency) 

RUPORT NO,

, PART TwoFlight 1-0, ),602d aIss IG-UPDB=1LL=55
a 2 or QO preesa

 ES St sn iacneeniaiS canes diets ts seinen sates ae

a a,

Age: 23

Duties: Control Tower Operator

“ducations 12 years

Qualifications: Six months duty as a control tower operator.

Station: China Lake Naval Air facility

I. SCURCE: RICHARD Fe LUNDY, AC2, Us

| tf, RELIABILITY: When first observed SCURIE was on duty as a control
j vower operator. He continued at his dutdes until the other individuals uho had
seen the object were located. While at his job SOURCE appeared to ba well-acquainted
with his job. SOURCE was familiar with air traffic procedures. Jie was quick, alert,ond aware of everything happening on the airfield although it seemed to be a |
nervous cnerzy that kept him on the move. He constantly smoked, and at times seaneda Little impatient. Although he answered all questions readilyhe didn't. "go out
of his way" to volunteer information. SOURCE acnpearad to be little concerned
about the sighting. His observations of the cbject were probably casuals. SOURCE
appeared to be of averaga intelligence. In spits of obvious nervousnessand: ine
pablemce SOURCE micht be considered fairly reliable. His information, while not
cnenfirmed completely by other SOURCES, should be evaluated as nhs

IfT. SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF CBJECT;:

le SCURCE was on duty at the China Lake Naval Air Facility when
his attentionwas called to the object by another tower control operator. The
other tower control operator had been alerted by a telephone call from Edwards
Sir Force Base to look for an object in the northern or southern sky.

2s The object first appeared as a reddish orange ball about the
size of a dime. The abject apsearead solid. with the edges similar to those of 2
bright star.

approximate angle of 305 degrees. The object was moving at a high rate of speed
on an angle of goproximately 110 degrees. It suddenly reversed course and movedon a approximated course of 290 decrees. The odject finally disappeared by fadingot at a measured angle of 277 degrees from the tower at the China Lake ‘aval AirPacllity. This measurement was determinedby using theodolite.

|

| 3. The odject was first sighted in the northyestern sky at an

_ ke The object appeared at times to stand still. It also disappearedSeveral times but not during its easterly course. SOURCE stated that the objectmight havs moved behind the mountainsto the west of the Air Facility. The od j act{would change brightness but not in a reguhar pattern. It was in sight for approxi=Fess 23 to 25 minutes.

5. When SOURCE observed the ooject through binoculars and a tele
scope 1% appeared to have a faint conical tail four or five times the length of

| the object. This tail pointed away from the direction of flight.

| | 6. SOURCE stepped cut of the tower to ooserve the object ous| of the light and noticed at that time that there was no sound whatsoevsr,.;

i

L

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U.S

INTELLIGENCE, USAF,

*

UMNELASSILLED
o 10-—SS5SS70-2 OU. S, GOVERNMENT POINTING OFrice

ON Eo ee a — os acess

5. C.—3} AND 32, AS AMENDED, ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF



AF FORM 112--PART Il UNCLASSIFIED(CLASSIFICATION)
APPROVED 1! JUNE 1948

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
FROM (slyency) REPORT NO,

g AISS G=UFOB—L1=Flight 1-C, 602d Ars 1-59 PAGE ff OF 2. O Pika

7. SOURCE was not knowledgeable of the speed or distance of the

object. The altitude was also unknown to SOURC! although he estimated the object

to be between 10 and fifteen d:srees above the horizon at all times.

a

8. The weather was warm and dry with a slight breeze blowing. The

sky was clear with fifteen miles visibility. There were a few stars bub no moon-=

NOTE. THIS COCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50U.S,C.—
31 AND 02, AS AMENDED. 175 TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHO®@/ZED PERSON 1S PROHIBITED BY LAW,
Iv MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF.

GCNCLASSIF IED
(CLASSIFICATION) 46--55870-1 U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFeicg

}-



AF FORM 112—PART I UNOLASSIFIE D
APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

i AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
FROM (clgency) REPORT NO.

Flight 1-6, 602d ATSS LO-UPOB-11-59 rr abl
PAGE 8

Incl #1 PART TO, Rept 16-UFOB=11-55

Statement of ACD Richard F. Luady
ea + tN Dee

b= THAoToBeleela!

when this object was sichted it was moving ravidly to the east. This

object wo.ld appear and disappear. It faded as we lost it. It appearad to

move casterly when we saw ite It was spotted witha theodolite on a a aa of

277 degrees when it disappeared. I would say that itwas not a star becaus

of theone radical move. We had this in sight aporoximately 23 to 25 nities
7?

1We noticed this because Edyards Air Force Base requested we look for an object

north or sonth of our field.

a
e

/3/ RP iché rdF,. Lundy
AG2 USN

SaTisaoToRelabaleT

A TRUE COPY:

PATRICK

Captain USAP

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 59 |
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AF FORM 112—-PART It CLASSIFIED

I. SOURCE: CHARLES P. CHITwoc

Duties: Control Tower Operator

Education: 13 years

Qualifications: 18 months as a control tower oparator

Station: China Lake Naval Air Facility

Tf, Re&LIABILITY: SCURCE's memory of the incident was very good. His
constant attitude to be of help was very impressive. He freely volunteered infor~mabion, sketches, and napse Fis continuity of the events during the sightingwas good. Ne seemed to remember all the facts in order. His answers to questionswere pssitive, with the exception of what the object might possible have been.SCLURSS used genod judgement during the sizhting ss evidenced by his immediate callvo the duty officer and his attempts with thecdolite, Dinoculars, and telescopeto identify the object. SCURCHE seemed to be more knowledgeable on the object thanthe others, possibly because he was the first to Sight it. Although SCURCS had: |one year of collezs he seemed to ba lacking in general kmowledge, Its vocabularySeemed to be just a little limited. His knowledge of his job, hovever, was verygood. SOURCE can be rated of average intelligence and shouwld be considered toSe probably reliable. Information in thig report should be evaluated as "1" sinceit has been confirmed by two (2) other SCURCES.

Tit, SORCE'S DESCRIPTION OF OBJECT:

1. SOULRSE was on dnty as tower operator at China Lake NavalAir Facility on the night of 11 July 1955. SOURCE received a call from UdwardsAir force Base, idwards, California (ZdGE 085), and was asked to look for an.object in the northern or southern sky. SOURCE looked mt could sae nothing.
A few minutes laterat 1205102 JUL 55 Edwards AFB again called and asked SCURCE
to look to the north. This time SCURE spotted the object.

2+ Cbject was in the northern sky at a heading of 340 degreeswhen first sighted. Object moved on a heading of 240 decrees for seven minutes,then suddenly. reversed course and sped away on an 30 degree heading almost to thepoint where first sighted. The object then reversed course again and disappearedout of sight on a measured (by theodolite) 277 degree headihg. Disappearsnce waseradual and the object seemed to gain altituds as it disappeared. Object wasapproximately 18 to 15 degrees from the horizon at all times.

3- During the time that the object was in sight (23 = 25 minutes)
0 stand still, suddenly speed up and/or moves. It seemed to change
though the color remained constant. SCURCE also stated that it

to pulsate.

a
e

Was orange with fuzzy eices. Object did not apnear to chanze size or shape butintensity of color changed. The object was brizhter than stars in the sky.
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5. Sighting through 8 power bincevlars SURSE observed a faint

!

}. SOURCE said that the object approximated the size of a pea,

i : j " . ; “ , :conical tail four to five times the iength of the cbject. This tail appeared:

darxer in color than the object proper.

NOTE. THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50.U.5S.C.~SLAND 2. AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS iN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHat OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OFINTELLIGENCE, USAF.
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6. The object disappeared six (6) times but it was nofpossible
to tell if it moved behind something or not. SOURCE stated, however, that it
was possible that the object moved behind some mountains. Object always reappeared

i
+

om a Line coincident with its flight line. It was not possible to tell if the
ouject passed in front of anything.

7s ‘the object disappeared in a westerly direction growing dinner
and dimmer. It did not disappear suddenly.

§. SCURCE originally thought object to be a jet with its after-
burner switched on but when he stepped out on the ledge of the tower he heard no
sound and also thought that a jet would not have its afterourner on in Level
flight. Also the speed of the object when first observed was seemingly too slow
for a jete :

9. The weathsrwas cool with a little breeze blowing. A fow
stars were visible. It was completely dark with no moonlight.

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U.S. C_—
31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON !S PROHIBITED BY LAW,
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF.
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SOURCE!s Memory Sketch of flight path
of object.

ToweER

"A" indicates point of initial sighting
"BY indicates point of disappearance
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SsoUncs's Memory Sketch of ebject's flight

path in possible relation to mountain range

. t

N

b First sight
SJ a ( Bright)
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SUPPLEM SNTARY INVESTIGATIVE EFFORTS.

le A check with the Marcy ANB, CALIDORNIA (EdCD })ch)) PlightService Center revealed that no aircraft were in the general vicinity of theSighting at the time of the sighting.

2. The Duty Officer at the CHINA LAKE NAVAL, ATR FACILITY atCHINA LAKE, CALIFCRNIA (HJCF 1707) was interviewed (see Part Oia) and he statedthe the Air Facility had been closed down and made sscure prior to the Sightinr.s

3e An unidentifMed airlines pilot en route from LAS VEGAS, HIEVADA(EJEG 5210) te FRESNG, CALIFORNIA (EJAG 145) reported a flash of light on a 3101degree headins.. ‘The aircraft was flying a 212 desree course into DAGGEIT, CALI PORNTA(SJDE 1252) when the flash was noticed. The pilot was not available for interviswso the exact point from which the flash wag seen in unknown. However the report |mentioned only a flash and not an object such as seen by the threa individualseau

mentioned above. ‘The time of the flash wag 1205102 JUL 55.

he A cheek with EDWARDS AVB, EDWARDS, CALIFORNIA (EJCE 08 Sh)revealed that a flash of light had been seen ia the nortnerm sky at 120510% JUL 55,This was a ground visual end nothing was seen after the initial flash.:

5+ At 120506% JUL 55 the AC & W site at BORON, CALIFORNIA (EJCF 1600)had an object on their Scopes. ‘they made a call to EDWARDS AFB who in turn notifiedthe NAVAL AIR FACILITY at CHINA LARS, CALIFORNIA, The control tower operators therelooked but saw nothing. Another call through the same channels resulted in theoperators at CHINA LAKE sivhting ths object. A few mimites later the AG & W- sitelost contact. This was the only instance during the sighting that radar picked upthe object.

6. A check with Flight Cperations at GEORGE AFB, CALIFCRNT 5 aeSF pated3736) revealed that they had been alerted. Two F-§6D'3 were scrambled at 1205287JUL 55. The F-86D's made no contact either visually or with radar.

7» A check with Combat Operations Center, 27th Air Division (Defense)NORTON ARB, SAN BERNARDINO, CALIFOP ‘IA (SICE 1606) revealed that they were incontact with GEORGE AFB while the F-86D's were aloft. fa action was taken byNORTON AFB, however.. 
;

6. A check with the Ground Observer Corps Filter Centers atPASADETA, CALITCRNIA (EJBE 5010) and BAKERSFIELD, CALIFCRNIA (EJAF 6023) revealedthat no UFOB reports in the vicinityof the sighting had been received. The FilterCenters stated, h wever, that there was a great deal of meteor activity that night.

S
e

f+ DR. BOWIN, Chief Astronomer at the MT WILSON ‘OBSERVATORY (EJBE 571),)was contacted as to the possibilityof astronomical causes.
Since all observers are inside the observatory it is unlikelikely for them to sightsuch objects. Nothing unusual had been seen and he could give no explanation forthe sighting.

DR. BOWEN stated thet

College, SAN BERNARDINO, GALIPCRNTA, was interviewed for possible ideas on the *.sighting. He conld give no information or explanation for the object. He didSay that the length of time the object was in sight would possibly preclude the ,;°chances of the object. being astronomical. 
A

.

~

|
{

|

|
}

\
10. GECRGE BEATTIE, Professor of Astronomy, San Bernardino Vallay

/

ROTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT,,50 U. ae
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Lil. ‘dhe weather conditions at the CHINA LAKE NAVAL AIK FACILITY
were as follows:

Surface: all clear with 15 miles visibility, slicht breeza
6000 degrees 260 knots 10

1LG0Q00 degrees 210 knots 12
16000 degrees 310 knots 20
20000 degrees 310 knots 20

30000 degrees 300 Inots 10
50000 degrees 250 knots 20
80000 dezreas UNK knots UI

there was no temperature inversion at this time.

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U. S, C.—31 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 15 PROHIBITED BY LAW,
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE NRECTOR OF |
INTELLIGENCE, USAF,

UNCLASSIF FED
(CLASSIFICATION) 

LG—-S5570-1 0. BS, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE



AF SUAKSII2S2PART I UVCLASSIEIEP(CLASSIFICATION)
APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT.
FROM (elyency) 

"Tee i B SS 
PA i FIVE

‘ 
1C-Ur0OB~11- 

it

a te ee ee.

a
te teen eee ace ee te

COMMANTS OF PREPARING OFFICER:

| id. The preparing officer was unable to come to any definitive
conclusion as to the cause of the sighting of an object near the CHINA LAKE
NAVAL AIR FACILITY, CHINA LAKE, CALIFORNIA, on the night of 11 July 1955.

|

2e The following possibilities are offered for consideration:

a» Considering the length of sighting, the hovering, speeding
up and the near level flight of the object suggests the possibility that the
object was a balloon. The sradual disappearance in the direction (wasterLy)
that the wind (reported from surface to 50000 feet as blowing between 10 and
10 knots) also helps the halloon theory. However, the very sudden change:in
coursé, the rapid speed attained in an easterly direction after this reversal
in course and another sudden reversal in course would saen to preclude the
possibility of a balloon. The fain’ conical tail must ve considered. The

| tail was seem only through binocular. and a telescope and might possibly havs
veen an optical illusion caused by the Blass. Also the object was betwean ;

| the viewers and the suny although the sun had long since set. It is unlikely
that the object would appear as large as it did (from the size of a pea to the |
size of a dime held at arm's length) if it were high enough to catch the sun's
rays at stch a late hour. It is possible that unknown to the weather bureau
a jet stream existed and the object drifted inte the strean. Having risen
through the stream the object then continued on its westerly course at a leisurely
pace. It is the opinion of the preparing officer that although the sighted
object might possibly have been a balloon, evidence indicates that this was not
probable.

on the following possibilities: a truck or car winding down mountain roads, a
searchlight reflecting off the mountains, the reflection of sons light on the
mountains. None thought any of these could apply to the sighting. Although
all three were familiar with air-traffic none had any ideas or conclusions
concerning the object.

) ce Although a great deal of meteor activitywas noted on.the
night of 11 July 1955, the length of the duration of sighting seems to rule out

| the possibility of a meteor. The suddan reversal in course throws out the planet
; or planetoid theory. The sudden flash seen by the airlines pilot and the
observer at EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE right possibly have been a meteor. Although |

; bhe times of the sivhting -of the object and the flash of licht are similar,
; along with the same general vicinity,it is the opinion of the preparing officer
| that the tvo are not one and the same. ‘The failure of the tower: Operators -at
, CHINA LAKE NAVAL AIR FACILITY to observe the flash of lisht cat be blamed on a
| lack of observance since the airfield at CHINA LAKE had been shut down: and securad
for the night, Neither the astrnnomer at MOUNT WILSON OBSERVATORY nor the one
at SAN BERNARDINO VALLEY COLLZGs had knowledge of this flash of light. Possibly
the distance was too great. The preparing officer believes that the flash of
lights was astronomical while the sighting of the UTOB was not.

t

|

|
| . be The three individuals who spotted the object were briefed ra
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d. One SOURCE (see PART THREE) at first thought the object
to be a jet with afterburner switched on which nicht possibly explain the conical
tail theory but again the length of time the ohject was in sight, along with its ~
Slow speed during its westerly courses, preclude that possibility. Same SoUpes
located the object within the SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA RESTRICTED AISA COMPLEX, It
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vas learned by the investigator that seated of this restricted area are very

very rare. ‘The lack of contact by F-G6D'salso seems to rule out the aircraft

possibility.

aoproximately 23 minutes, lends credence to this theory.

populated and it is possible that other people:

@. Optical phenomena seems to be the best possibility.

fact that no other individuals observed this object, although it was in sicht for
mr

LIS

The area is sparsely
saw 1t aml failed to report it.

fhe inability of the interceptor planes to make either visual ar electronic

contact helos this possibility.

1. This headquarters does not concur with the possible

offered by the Preparing Officer for the following reasons:

Gaptain USAF

Officer in Charge

COMMENTS of Approving Officer:

causes of

&, Balloon a The sudden reversal of direction, the high rate

a %of speed, and the conical tai

b. Aircraft possibility:

uid eliminate balloon activity.

The“duration of the sighting, t
°

n2 slow movement

to the west, and the area of the sighting (restricted area) would eliminate the

possibility of aireraft.

c. Astronomical activity:
by radar, coupled with the duration of the sighting would elivinatet

of astronomical activity.

ad. Optical phenomena:

The fact that this object was i eedsighted

he possibdility

This object was initially picked up on radar and

was seen by three people for a long period of time, thereby eliminating the

possibility of optical phenomena.

2. This report is forwarded to ATIC as "unknown",

31 AND 22, AS AMENDED.

a)

ED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.

{T MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE UIRECTOR OF

INTELLIGENCE, USAF.
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