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I.I;ATE 2. LOCATION - 12. CONCLUSIONS '
Op Wos Balloon
2 July 1955 China Lake NAS, California Probably Balloon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION Possibly Bolloon
. ’ O Was Aircraft
S e A S A T & Ground-Visual ﬁ@'wnd Radar O Probably Aircraft
GMT 12 05102 July 1955 O Air Vi sual O Air-Intercept Radar |8 Possibly Aircroft
Z 'L .
3. PHOTOS 6. SOURC‘E | . O Was Astronomical
0 Yes U Probably Astronomical
e No mili‘tary . 10 Possibly Astronomical
7. LENGTH OF OBSZRVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE ORI e R R T v
Min a8 O Insufficient Data for Evaluation
Twenty to thirty (20~30 e (1) B and T O Unknown
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTs® -+iVoitsgaciom—anthortssyd i

One (1), round, orangish~red object, the aize
of a dime held at arna lenght, was observeqd
Irom the tower of the abowe NAS, Sixty (60)

ey edght (8) powsr binooulars wore | 4o be renaars Rt hif oard aft
used Yy observers, The object ssemed to have 2 vy 44

rec)}gt/og’j;' Form 112 on this .
a tail four (4) times the length of the object, o i\oase
¢ sorambled but failed to conta ct anything G Juon)  Loti=  Pacr &

2is investization
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I. DATE 2. LOCATION 12, CONCLUSIONS
: ‘ 0. Wos Bolloan
S AR R S -hina Lake NAS, California |8 Probably Balleon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION U Possibly Balleon
- . : O Wos Aircrafe
Locel ....:)_-;——-————--——-—-—_._......,....__. i3 Ground-Visuel 2 Ground-Radar 0 Prob?bly Aircraf?
GMT 12/05107Z 9 Air- Visual O Air-Intercept Rador | Possibly Airerafr
3. PHOTOS é. SOURCE O Was Astrenomical
O Yes Q Probobly Astronomical
& Ne military O Possibly Astronomical
TS L ENATE AB AL T — e e
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVYATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE I ATV ook i
| O Insuffigient Dota for Evaluation
venty - thrity mins ne E to W O Unknown
10. BRIEP SUMMARY OF SICHTING 1. COMMENTS

Jne round, orangish=red Obj, size of a dime hecld| Ballo
2t arms length, was observed from towver of the

whove NAS. Sixty power and eight power binoo-

LTS8 were used by observers. Obj seemed to have

> tall four times the length of the obj. A/C

scrambiled but failed to contactt anything.
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AF FORM T12Z-PART | R UNCLASSIEILD . RN SR
\PPROVED L JUNE 1848 * -0 a8 i ' | | ST _ a5 b
LounTRY 852 REPORT MO, © + | (LEAVE BLANK) ST

- * T SRR EORTRSRE A
| _ AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT b § s
}'?QBJEC'T.'“ T | ‘*“"‘1:——"'—*—-——---

UFCB ' b .

! ‘IEA REPORTED ON FROM (Agency) | AT
; Lajokera,  California, USA Flight 1-C, 16024 AISS
; ATE OF REPORT o & DATE OF INFORMATION . T EvALUATIoN D e
' 30 'dJuly 1955 ‘11 July 1955
' U.PARED BY '(fi_iuc'iri""'“"”‘"":“"“"“" TR ' T T T e —
| PATRICK O. SHIIE Captain  USAF S2e contents balow

w8 e S—— i — i ——— - = ——— e o e—————— - —

VEFTRENCES (Conirod number, directive, previons report, e . as appiicabie) '

———— -#-‘—m—“““m

- e o R LK i — e — e — e W e

AFR 200-2, ¥arch FLT SV CZN TT MSG DID 1207152 JtL 55 WB 55-5 DID ), FEB 55

hﬁn R—
e I — i —— . ————. - - - e I o e S ————— - — - - ilg— e er——— .y —

yoMMARY: (Ender concise summary of repaort, (e significmce in Jinal one-acrience paragraph, LiX incloswures ol lower left.  Begm text of revort om AR Form |2~ }-#,,g }I.)

e — — i —— i - g - . e - L e I o h T R ———

Le CCNTENTS
PART ONE: Description of sighting by CwWO Carl Z. Russ, .
- China Lake Naval Adr Tacility, China Lakej
California (EJCF 1707). _ 1
i
PART 'TO3 D2zcription of sighting by A82 Richard F.
' Lundy, China Laks NAF, China Lake, California.
PART TIREE: Desceiption of sichting by ACAM Charlss P.
Chitwood, China Lake NAF, China Lake, California,
AT FOUR: Supplementary Investigative Efforts. |
PART FIVE: Comments of Prsparing Officer. |
: ) ¥ 1 SLFMARX: One unidentified flying object was sightad naar,' CHINA . 3:1:‘-,-':
LALE HAVAL AIR FACILITY, CHINA LAKE, CALIFCENIA, at 120510Z JUL 55 (2210 hours ;:ﬂ !
DST 11 July 1955). The informabion in this rs=port was ovvainad from tha persens Lo
seedng this object and from the investigatiom conductaed ;to determiaa ths possibls
causa of this sighting. | i 2
III. INVESTIGATCR: S$/Sgt JOHN T. FICKEN, AF 14 371 653 i
e
., 200
PATRICAA  SHERE S
Captain ~ USAT |
Officer in Charge /

APPROVED:

W N SO
JOHN M WRITE JR

Colonel, USAF

Commandeyr | .r

v (Sse Individual Parts)
i - 14CLS,

- il ———— =

DISTHISUTION 3Y ORIGINATOR
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D/I, USAP; Comdr, ATIC; D/I, 27ADiv; Comdr, 46024 AISS; CIC, Flight 1-¢, L602d AISS

[ R O e

-
— ———————

1GTE THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE sEPIONAGE ACT. DUV 3.C.—
31 AND 32 A5 AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF 'ITS CONTENTS IM ANY MANNER TD AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 1S PROMIBITE

2D 3Y l_l‘i'f. e
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED N WHOLE OR IN PART, BY GTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOP OF
INTELLIGENCE, USAF, .

UNLLASS FIED e L |

LCLASSIFICATION) T U3 GONERNMENT 20001 g C 67ICE |21 8739

"




e ——

I il T R S e A TR
e ™ . K T NI NPT PN G B R e P L W e S R gl A7) SRR R s, B e . R =
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AF FGRM 112—PART I WNCLARSSIFIED

. _ (CLASSIFICATION)
APPRQVED | JUME 1948
AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
FROM (Agency) REPORT NO. P
A
Flight 1=C, 1:6024 AISS 10-UF0B=11=55 - ART CNE

e —— e — i A — . i Wy, L ——— | ———

R T

le OSCURCLS

Age: )2

Length of Service: 20 years

Duties: lMNaval Air Facllity Officer (Administration)

Lducation: 12 years

otation: China Laka Haval Air Facility

! IIl. RBLIABILITY: Yhen interviewed SCURCH was very coopsrative with a
posltive attitude toward the questioning. He was very friendly, though serioug,
and suppliad concise and detailed anzwars to gueastions. Whan spealciné, G101 ST 30
used good English with an excellent choice of words. GHis grammar and spelling

|

e ks 1 . . n Ve o | [y L h s et 2
on ATIC Form "A" were good. SOURCH appeared to be of abova averase in elliganca,

appearance and s2<med to have a g 07 observanca
or detallse Although comple.ely familiar with air traffic proceduras SCURQE
cotrld off'er no explanation as to what the objact mi

that the object was of a nature not normal to the A

He presented a rusinesg=-like

cht have b=an and was insistent
. 1r racility. In view of
SULEGE's sincerety, familiarity with air traffic procudures, length of servica,
and rank, he may be considered as usually reliable,

simultanacusly ohservad the obje

oince two other indaviduals
% 1iated ' 1 >ct, infcrmation contained in this report should
8 sTalualed as- .

III. SCURCE'S D:SCRIPTICN OF OBJECT

1. SOUURCE was on Auty ags the Naval Adrp racility Duty Cfficer;on
the evening of 11 July 1955. He racsived a call from control tower operators who

said that an vnid-ntified flying object was in sicht. SCURCE immediately reported
to the tovier, “ : 16

degresas from true north and approxamataly 10 dagreas from the horizon.
moving on a course of approximataly 240 degrees. Cbjact stayed on this course
for arproximately s2ven (7) mimutas and then suddenly rsversed courzs. Tt "WaS
on this orizinal line of flizht bafors tha cnanca *
diszappeared about six times always reappearing
but always in itz flisht line.,

It/ was

in dirsction that the obiact
close 4o the point of disaptﬁparanco

| %
3.+ Tha object appearsd round with fuzzy and/or blurrad edges.a

SCERCI.:. repqrtedf.hg di.ast?.nce tos great to daterminas the eract snapa. Thers was
butv one objact and its size approximated that of a pea held at armtg lengthe v N

-
-

le After observing the objact for several mimites with the nakad

cye SCLECE emrloyed 8 X 5O binceulars. Thes objact was no clearsr with tha

- Ry < b 5 s v ¥ \ *
?%nom.la.rs than with the naked eya. It appeared as an orange glow or liks an cpan
ame,

5 During its course after the reversal object seemed to

upe. Uonurse of this sacond lina of flight was approximataly 40 dagress, ihan
object almost reach=d tha point of the initial sighting it again rapidly chanzed
course and agsumed a hesading of approximately 21,0 degrses, g

]

|

! | 2. The objsct first appeared in the northwestern‘sky'at 30%
|

|

|

I

8

! SDe ad
!

!

|

!

~1 AND 32, A5 AMENDED. TS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVFELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNE

1 R TO AN UNAUTHORIZ
T MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER TH
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i
|
i
|
!
|
e
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ED PERSON 15 PROMIBITED BY LA, |

AN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF
INTELLIGENCE. USAF. i
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‘ PAGE O PAGES

6. The objact seemed to lose altitude slowly as it faded away.
There was no sudden disappsarance. Object was last gignted abt a measured 277
degress from the Naval Air Facility tower.

T« SCURCE could offar no explanation for the object. This was
the {irst unusual sighting SCURCE had ever witnessed.

0. SOURCE had no idea of speed or altituds of the object.

Qe « weather was claar and cool with {ifteen miles visibilitys
1t was pitch dark with a few stars. There was just a slight breeze.

4

2 Incls:
l. OStatemant by SCOURCL
2, oULRCLEYS memory sketch
of obJect's flight line

e

HOTEITHIS POCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U, S, C.~—

A1 AND 32, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHISITED BY LAW.
1T MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF

INTELUIGENCE, LSAF.
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APPRIJVED 1 JUNE 1948

UNCLASSIFIED

(CLASSIFICATION)

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

l FROM (sAyency) REPORT NO.

HOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U5, C

- e —— A e W . —— i —— —

Statemant of CWO

31 AND 32 A5 AMENDED.

| PART OND
IMight 1-C, 16024 AISS 1C-UTNB=11~55

e o e —

e — i p— T ——— i — . m— — e ol W - ———— A — A A E—— . — e —— e - < i - R———

Incl #1 PART CNE, Re ~UFOB=11-55

SRR TR s ER R Tl

As the Naval Alr Facility duty officer, 1 was callad to the field control
towar to obsarve an orangs colored light in the sky that appmared to be moving.
I first observed this obj=ct at abeut 2215 (PDST) without visual aids. I then
lockad at it through 8 X 50 bincculars and observed it meoving in a wasterly
diractions. Tha obj=ct then sesmed to reverse course and gain altitvde during
this mansuver. It itraveled abt high spesd. It then azain reversed course noving
slowly again in a wasterly direction on a slizht descent - disappearing in the
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Ape: 23

Duties: Control Tower CUperator

wducation: 12 years

Qualificatlons: Six monbths duty as a control tower operator.
Station: China Lake Naval Air Facility

L., RULIABILITY: Uhen first observed SCURIE was on Auty as a control
SOWer operator. e continued at his dutdes until the other individuals who nad
seen uhe object were located. VWhile at his job SOURIE appeared to ta wall-pcquainbed
with -his jobe SCURCE was familiar with air traffic procedures. !i2 was quick, alert,
't awars of everything happening on the airfield althouzh it seemed o be 3 |
narvous enerZy thabt kept him on the mova. He constantly smoked, and abt times ssened
v Bittle impatient. Although he answerasd a1l questions raadily he Jdidn't 20 out
ol nis way" to volunteer information. SCURCE acpearsd to be little concerned
abnut the sighting. His observations of the cbject wers probably casunal.. SOTRCEH
ppeared to be of avarage intellicsnce. In splts of cobvious nerveusness and ine
paSience SOURCE micht be considered Talrly reliasble. His information, while not
confirmed complately by other SOURCES, should be evalunated ag i ha

% I. SCURCE:  RICIHARD Fe LUNDY, AC2, USIH
5

IiI. OSOUPCE'S DESCRIPTION OF CBJECT:

le SCURCE was on duty at the China Lake laval Air Facility when

)

hls attention was called to the obJject by another tower control operator. The

other Tower control operator had bean alarted by a telephone call from Edwards
»1x Force Base to look for an objsct in the northern or scuthern sky.

2s The object first apreared as a reddish orange ball about tha
size of a dime., The abject aprearad solid with the edges similar to thos= of a
bright star.

—

approximate angle of 305 dazrees., The object was moving at a hish rate of guasd
on an angle of approximately 110 desrases. It suddenly reversed coursa and moved

on an approximated course »f 290 darr=es. The object finally disappeared by fading
ot at a measured angle of 277 degrees from the tower at the China T,ake daval Adr
Facility. This measur=ment was daterrined by using theodolite. '

;
' 3. The objesct was first slghted in thes northwestern sky at an
: . 4« The object appearad at times to stand still. It also disappearsd
several times but not during its easterly coursa, SOURCE stated thab tha odject
night have moved behind the mountains to the west of the Air Facili ty» The objaet
| would change brighiness but not in a regular pattern. It was in sight for approxi-
!mately 23 te 2t minutes.
5« Vihem SOURCE obsarved the opject throuzh binoculars and a tela=—

5cope 1L apreared to have a faint conical tail four or five times The lenzth of

| the object. This tail pointed away from the dirwction of flight.

’”

Oe SULRCE stepped cut of the towsr to obserys the obJject ouil
oL vhe light and noticed at that time that thers ias no sound wvhatsoevar

L1

- ®»
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(« SCURCE was not knowledgeable of the speed or distance of the
object. The zltitude was also unknowm te SOURC. although he estimated the objact
to be bLetween 10 and fifteen d+mrees above the horizon at all times.

s Tha veather was warm and dry with a sliszht breeze blowing. The
sky was clear with fifteen miles visibility. There were a few stars bub no moon-

NOTE. THIS COCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT. 50 U 5. C —
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Incl #1 PART TW0, Iiept 1C<UF(B=11-55
Statemenl of AC2 Richard e Luady

O=lmAewlalnia]la

han this objact was sizhted it was moving ravidly to the easte This

; v wo. ld appear and disappear. It faded as we lost it. It appearad to

| move casteriy vhen we saw it. It was spotted with a thaodolite on a bzaring of
277 degrees vhen it disappearsd. 1 would say that it was not a star becausa

of the one radical move., Ve had this in sight aporoximately 23 to 25 minutes.

Y
lH-‘
-/

* noblced this because Ldgards Alr force Dase recuested we look for an objact
nortvh or south of our field,

S

/s/ Dichard F. Lundy
AC2 USN

& I ‘o ) i PR % AR vy (a8
Wem | mefms | cmomi - -

- e — o —————

A TRU L COPY:

PATRICK S Ye BOIAD
Captain USAT

e
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SOURCE's Memory Sketeh of object
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T. SOURCE: CHARLES P. CHITWOD
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Duties: Control Towsr Opsrator
Education: 13 years
Qualifications: 18 months as a control bower oparator

Station: China Laks Naval Air Facility

-—rl
|

LI, RELIABILITY: OSCURCE's memory of the incident was very goode.

His
constant atiitude Lo be of help was very impressivas,

fle freely volunteered infore
matlon, sketches, snd maps. Fis contlnuity of the svents durinz the sighting

Was good. e seemed to remember all the facts in order. fig answers to quesiions
were pe3itive, with the axcepllon of what the objsct =i zht possible have bean.
SCLES S vsed good judeement Auring the sizhting 535 evidenead by nis immediata call
w0 the duty officer and his avtempts with theodolite, bilnoculars, and telescope

to identify the objact. SOURCE seemed to be more knowladgzeable on the object than
the others, possibly because he was the first to sight it. Although SCURSE had-
one yoar of colless he ssemed to ba lacking in general mowlaedge, Ilis vocabulary
seemed to be just a little I'mited. His knowledga of

e e —— —

| nig Jjob, hovwever, 1ras Tary
good. SOCIRCE can be rated of average intelligence and should be considerad +o

} o2 protably reliable. Information in this report should be evaluated ag "1 since
i 1%t has been confirmed by two (2) other SCURCES.

Lil, GSOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF OBJECT:

iy Facility on the nizht of 11 duly 1955. SOULRZE receivad a call irom dwards
Alr Yorce Base, i“dwards, California (EJGE 085Y4), and was asked t~ look Tor an .
obJect in the northern or southern sky. SOURECE looksd but could see nothinz,

4 Iew minules later at 1205107 JUL 55 Edwards AFB again callad and asked SCURCE
to look Lo the north. This time SCURCE spetted the object,

l. OCOUEJE was on duty as tower operator at China Lake Iizval

2+ C(bjisct was in the northern sky at a heading of 3L0 degreses
waen first sichted. Object moved on a heading of 21,0 degrses for sevasn minutes,
wnen suddenly. ravarsed course and sped away on an 30 degras heading almost

. A
GO The
roint where first sizhtad. The object then revarsad conrse again and disappeared

out of sizht on a measured (by theodolite) 277 dezres hsadihg. Disappe=arznce was
cradual and the objact seemed to gain altituds as it disappearsd. Objact was
approximately 18 to 15 degrses from the horizon at all times.

3. During the time that the objsct was in sight (23 - 25 minutes)

~t app=ared to stand still, suddenly spaed tp and/or movs. It seemed Lo change
>rightness although the color remained constant., SCURCE also stated that it |
seemad O pulsate. |

e
-

!l SOURCE said that the object approximated the size of a pea,

Wa3 crangs with fMuzzy eiges. Objaet did not apnear to chanze sizs or snhape but

intensity of colsr changed. The objact was brizhter than stars in the SKY »

T —— e ——— W —

5. Sighting through 8 power bincculars SLURCE observad a faindt
onical taill four to five times the iangth of the cbjsct. This tail aprpeared |
darxer in color than the obj=ct proper. i

A -
i)

‘
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! 6+« The objsct disappearad six (6) times but it was nofpossiblea

! to tell 1f it movad behind something or not. SOURCE stated, however, that it

. was possible that the object moved behind some nouatains. ObJect always rsappesrad
on a line# coincident with its flight line. It was not possible to tell if tha

! o jact passed in {ront of aaything.

i

fe the objact disappearsd in a westerly direction growlng dimmer
and dimmer. It did not disappear suddanly.

8. SCIRCE originally thought object to be a Jet with 1ts after-
burner switched on but when he stepped out on the ledue of the towar ha heard no
sound and also thought that a j»t would not have its afterburner on in level
flizhv. Also the spesad of tha objsct vhen first observsd was seeningly too slow

Ior a Jet.

9. The weathsr was cool with a libtle Lireaza blowing. A fow
stars were viszible. b was completely dark with no moonlizht.

’ /
4
L
»
'
®
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SUPPLIMENTARY INVESTICATIVE LFFCRTS:

le A check with the MARCH AFB, CALIFORNIA (EJCD LUSh) Ilignt
Service Center revealed that no alrerafdt were in the general vieinity of +the
sighting at the time onf the sighting.,

2+ The Duty Officar at the GHINA LARE HAVAL AIR FACILITY at
CHIIA LAKE, CALIFCRIIA (LJCF 1707) uias incerviewed (see Part Ofa) and he statad
the the Alr Facility had been closed down and made sscure prior to the 31gnbine,

"

3e An unidentified airlines pilot en route froem LAS VEGAS, IILVADA

lfi:.l a4,/
L |

(EJEG 5210) to ITRISNG, CALIF(RNIA (EJAG 1L4i5) reported o flash of light on a 310

degree headinrs.. The aircraft was flying a 212 desree coursa into DAGGELT, CALIFDRIIA
(LJDE 1252) when the flash was noticeds The pilot was not available for intervisw

50 the exact point from which the flash vas sseen in unknown. However the revort |
mentloned only a {lash and not an object such as seen by the thres individuals

- s e

nentioned above. The time of the flash wasg 12051072 JUL 55,

lie A check with IDWARDS ATB, LUWARDS, CALITORUIA (£JCE 083)h)
revealed that a flash of light had been seen in the nortnern sky at 1205102 JU7, 55.

This was a ground visual ond nething was seen after the initial flash

O T, 1205062’ JUL 55 the AC & W site at BOROM, CALIFORITA (EJCF 1.600)
had an object on their scopes. Lhey made a call bo EDARDS AFR Wwno in turn notified
the HAVAL AIR FACILITY at CHINA IAKE, SALIFORITIA., The control tower operators thers
looked but saw nothing. Another call through the smme channels resulted in tha

operators at CHINA TLAXE sizhting the object. A few mirmites later the AC & W site

lost contact. This was the only instance during tha sizhting that radar picked up
tne object. :

bd |

3736) ravealzd that vhey had been alerted. Two F-86D'3 were scranblad at 1205287%
JUL 55. The F-06D's nade no conbtact elther visually or with radar.

6. A check with Flight Cperations at GECHGE AiB, CALIFCRNIA, (EJCRH i

{» A check with Combat Operations Center, 27th Air Division
HORTON AFB, SAN BERNAEDINC, CALIFOR:IA (EJCE 1606) revealed that the
contact with GECRCE AFB while tha F-S4D?
LORTON AFB, however. .

(Defense)
. wera in
S were aloft. Ilo acktion was taken Dy

0. A check with the Ground Observer Corps Filter Centers at
PASADEIIA, CALITCRNIA (EJBE 5010) and BAKERSFIELD, CALIFCRNIA (EJAT 6023) revsalad
that no UFOB reports in the Vicinity of the sizhting had been received. The rilter
Centers stated, however, that there was a great deal of meteor actlvity that night,

9. DR. BOWDN, Chief Astroncmer at the MT WILSON CBSERVATCRY (EJBE 5714)
vas contacted as te the possibility of astronomical causes. DR. DROWEY stated thas
Since all obasrvers are inside the observatory it is unlikely for them to sisht

such objects. othing unusual had been seen and hs could give no explanation for
the sighting.

&

10, GLCRGE BEATTIE, Professor of Agtronomy, San Bermardino Vallyy

Collezs, SAN BERNARDIO, wALIFCZITA, was interviewed for possible ideas on the .
gighting. He conld give nc information or explanation for the obimet. lia did

1

say that the length of time the object was in sizht would PosSsibly preclude the |
chances of tha object. being astroncmical.

L]
’l
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Ll. The weather conditions at the CHINA LAKLE WAVAL ATLR PACILITY
ware as follows: |
Surface: all clear with 15 miles Tisibility, slicht Lreeza
6000 degreea 260 knots 10
10000 degrees 210 knots 12
16000 degrees 310 knota 20
20000 degrees 310 knots 20
30000 degrees 300 knots L0
50000 degreas 250 knots 20
80000 dezress UNK lnots UK

b |
)
s

here was no tomperabure inversion abt this time.

- —— —— =
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} COMMSNTS OF PREPARING OFFICER:

1. The praparing officer was unable 40 come %o any definitive
cenclusion as to the cause of the sicghting of an objeet near the CHINA LAKE
VAVAL AIR FACILITY, CHINA LAKE, CALIFCRNIA, on the night of 11 July 1955.

2+ The following posaibilities are offerad for consgidsration:

as. Considering the length of sighting, the hovering, speeding
up and the near level flight of the object suggests the possibility that the
object was a balloon. The gradual disapoearance in the diresction (vasterly)

i that the wind (reported from surface to 50000 feet as blowing betwsaa 10 and

-

0 knots) alsoe halps tha halloon Lheory. Howaver, the very sudden ch: nge in
course, the raprid speed attained in an easterly direction after this reversal
in conrsa and another gudden reversal in course would sesen +o preclude the
pos3ibility of a balloon. The fainf conical tail rust ha considsared. The
tall was seenm only through binocular. and a telascopa and might possibly have
ocen an optical illusion caused by the hlass. Alse the object was hatwaan

ithe viewers and the sun, although the sun had long since set. It is unlikely
that the object would apreaar as large as it did (from the size of a pea to tha
size of a dime held at arm's leng‘bhj if it were high enough to catch the sun's
rays at svch a late hour. It is possible that unknoym to the weather bureau

a Jet stream existed and the object drifted into the strean. Having risen
through the stresam the object then continued on its westarly course alt a leisuraly
pace. It is the opiniom of the preparing officer that altnough the sizhted
objesct might possibly have bzen a balloon, evidance indicates that this was not
Lrobable.

on the following possibilities: a truck or car winding down mountain roads, a
searchlizht reflecting off the mountains, the reflection of soma light on the
morncains. lone thought any of these could apply to the sightiag. Although

all thres were familiar with air traffic none had any ideas or conclusions
concerning the objact.

r

- Ce Although a great daal of meteor activity was noted on.ths
2ight of 11 July 1955, the langth of the duration of gighting seems to rule out
the posslbility of a meteor. The suddan reversal in course throws out the planet
or planetoid theory. The sudden flash seen by the airlines pilot and tha
observer at IDWARDS AIE FCRCE BASE right possibly have been a msteor. Although
the times of the sishting -of the object and the flash of light are similar,
a2long with the same general vicinity, it is the opiniom of the preparing. of ficer
that the two are not one and the same. The failure of the tower- operators At
CHINA LAKE NAVAL ATR FACILITY %o observe ths flash of 1lizht caf b= blamad on a
lack of observance sinca the airfield at CHINA LAXE had bean shut down'and securad
for the night, Ueither tha astrmmomer at MOUNT WILSCN COBSERVATCRY nor tha one
~+ SAN RBEL?T

i
|
;
{ | be The three individuals who spotted the objact were bLriafad
i
g
|
j
s
|
|
i
i
2t SAn BEUNTARDNO VALLZY COLLZEGE had Kknowledge of thig flash of ligh"i':.. Pogsibly

N2 distunce was too great. The preparing officar helieves that the flash of
11ght was astronomical while the sighting of the U3 was not. "

i
|
; d. One SOURCE (gee PART THRIE) at first thought the object

. to b2 a Jet with afterburnar switchad on which niczht possibly explain the conical
i tail theory bwt again the length of time the ohJject was in sight, along with its
. 5low gpeed during its westerly courses, preclude that possibility. Sama SCUDCH

i located the obj=ct within the SOUTHERN CALIFCRNIA RESTRICTED AliZA COMsLEX, It

Lore, THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE CSPICNAGE ACT, 50 U.S. C.—
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a8 learned hv the invesbigator thau v101atlons of this restricted area are very
very rars. The lack of conbact by F=G6D's also seems Lo rule out the aircraft |
DO331bILLLY.

fact that no other individuals ovserved this obje2et, although it was in si=ht for |

i

J

|

R

:

i

3

1

)

4

|

i ¢e Optical phenomena se«ms to be the best possibility. The
i anproximately 23 minutes, lends cradence to this theory. The area 1s sparsel:
g
1
’
!
!
S
i
i

ropulated and it is possible that other peopla saw 1t and failed to report 1t.
rhe inability of the intarxrceptor planes to make elth
conbact halps this vossibilitys

ar visual ar electronic

— =

Captaln USAT
Officer in Charge

!
: |
‘ | h - . !

COMMINTS of Approving Cfficer:

e — g ey - - ——

1., This headgquarters doe3 not concur with the pessible causes of this sighting
'ferad by the Preparing Officer for the following reasons:

&, Balloon possibility: The sudden reversal of direction, the high rate

-~

of speed; 3nd the conical tail would eliminate ballcon activity. |
b, Aircrait possibility: The duration of the sighting, thez slow movement |

to the west, and the area of the sighting (restricted area) would eliminata the

ﬁOSSlbllity of aireraft,

0

¢c. Astronomical activity: The fact that this object was 1n1t1371y'3 ‘
by radar, coupled with the duration of the sighting would elirinate the possibility
of astronomical activity.

l"""
0Q
0
e
3
2

d. Optical phenomena: This object was initially picked up on radar and
was se=an Dy three people for a long period of time, thereby eliminating the
possibility of ontical vhenomena.

A —-l-‘--—--—n---.. -

2. This repvort is forwarded to ATIC as "unknown?,

|

|

!

i ‘

F :
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