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1. DATE 2. LOCATION ' 12. CONCLUSIONS

Se 1 | 0O Was Balloon
if P 55 #a.ti:rore, Md O Probably Balloon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION (i RENSIRY. DOIIOON |
O Woaos Aircraft |
l_ocg'____________________________ 0 Gfﬂm‘d'v' SUG' O GPOUﬂd'Rﬂdﬂf 0 PI’ObUbl)’ Ail’Cl"ﬂ"’ ;
GMT 08[ 02222 ! AirVYisual O Air-Intercept Radar O Possibly Aircraft '
5. PHOTOS . SOURCE ' O Was Astronomical
1 O Yes O Probably Astronomical S 3
21 No ci- . Possibly Astronomica ARC 7oK ’P)
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION | 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. cgusse ; B Ohera it et el ool
37 min O Insufficient Data for Evoluotion
1 W NW 0O Unknown |
I 10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING T ~ |11. COMMENTS . l

Arcturus at 10 deg elev, 290 deg az

Indefinite shape, red, blue, white and green setting at time of disappearance of ob}

in color. Lights were shooting out of sides of
o) at 5 sec intervals, no sound.
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RR RJEDEN RJEPNY RJEDWP RJEPHQ RJEPNB RJEPJR 279 y g_ﬂ/
- 3 4

DE RJERNL "SR N=tmmas )\
R 2805587 —— ' H
FM COMDR 647TH AC&W SQDN MANASSAS VA
TO RJEDEN/COMDR ADC ENT AFB COLORADO SPRINGS COLO
RJEPNY/26TH AIR DIVISION ROSLYN AFS NEW YORK
RJEDWP/COMDR AIR TECHNICAL INTELLIGENCE CENTER WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB —
OHIO
RJEPHQ/DIRECTOR OF INTELLIGENCE HQ USAF WASH DC
INFO RJEPNB/HQS EADF ST: «i%T AFB NEWBURG NY
RJEPNB/COMDR 4682ND AIS:
RJEPJR/FLIGHT 3H MCGUIRE AF3 TRENTON NJ
BE L
/JUNGCL A S/ACCMO 5-1@23% °) UFOB REPORT @8 SEPT 55
1. CA) INDEFINITE
(B) GRAPEFRUIT HELD AT ARM LENGTH
(C) RED, BLUE, WHITE, GREEN
(D) ONE /
(E) NEGATIVE
(F) LIGHTS SHOOTING OUT OF THE SIDE OF THE OBJECT AT 5 SECOND IN-
TERVALS
(G) NEGATIVE
(H) NONE
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(1)
CA)
(B)
(C)
(D)
(E)
(F)
(A)
(B)
G6)
CA)
(B)

PAGE TWO RJEPNL 3E

NONE

SKY=-SCANNING
ELEVATION4@DEGREES AZIMUTH 298 DEG - 318 DEG
UNKNOWN

OVER HORIZON IN WNW DIRECTION
SLOW FLYING WNW DIRECTION
22527 UNTIL 23297

GROUND VISUAL

BINOCULARS

NEGATIVE

38/32527

NIGHT

PK 2313 AND NK 5753

(A) ALBERT MERKEL

629 NEWFIELD ROAD

GLEN BURNIE, MD

TELEPHONE GLEN BURNIE 1420W

LINE DRAFTMAN FOR WESTINGHOUSE

(B)

HURLVET BONNEY 1ST LT

476@0TH GOC SQ

| PAGE THREE RJEPNL 3E ————

BALTIMORE FILTER CENTER

PONV |
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7. C(A) GOOD CLEAR NIGHT |
(B) 5,20@3-320 DEG -28, 13,332-298 DEG -23, 15,203-292 DEG -32, (
23, 232-333 DEG -38 38,232-273 DEG -45, 45,008-278 DEG -50

(C) UNLIMITED

(D) 15 MILES (
(E) NEGATIVE i
i i
(F) NEGATIVE {
8. BRUNO ITEM 1 AND 2 WERE IN THIS AREA SHOOTING ILS'S AT BALTIMORE G
AND ALSO RUNNING PRACTICE INTERCEPTSe LIGHTS ON THE BRUNO AIRCRAFT T
©F
ARE ORANGE (FLASHING), RED, GREEN, AND WHITEe BRUNO 1 AND 2 WERE |
AIRBORNE AT 8155Z AND LANDED 23872 ¢ i
9« NEGATIVE
s
1@. BRUNO ITEM 1 AND 2 0OVik BALTIMORE :
11. NONE (
12. NONE
(
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AGENCY OF ORIGIN | | UATE OF REPORT
| ‘ |
Flight ¥-H-LA024 AISS .~ 113 September 55 |
SOURCE OF INFORMATION bl UATE OF INFORMATIM |
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1/It Hurlbut B, Bonnie and gthers ! 9 September 55 i

PREPARING OFFICER i . ' EVALUATION 1 ’
8 l G ¢ ¥ 1
] :
_CHESTER B, HANSON, Capt, ! AR R AR Sl ,___,_4_*___1‘,_____.;._-,.___._____.___..‘ s

F['!-ERLHCE“ (C'ondrel mumnbier, diteciive, previvag re) Y., na anlical) ;o

FONCON between Capt Hansongia.nd Capt, Rronstein , Hqs, L5024 AISS 9 yept 955
- TT SM3 FM COMDR_AL7th AC rf,w SOMANASHAS, VARG A TN
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I. CONTENTS: S’ | | ' 3
PAYT ONE: Descripnt i@wn of s igbt"'f*g by 1/T14 Hurlbut E, Bonnq{e,
| 1706 th ﬂr{lmfl Nbs Sq., Bzltimeore Filter Center,:
Baltlmrnw ), Maryland, (GeoRef GJ?K 21;20) i
PART TWO: Descripti qn of sightinr by Mr. Albert Merkel, 639 |
Newfinld lload, Olen Burnie, arvland. (GeoliefG.TPJ |
2311) e | P
PART THREE: OSupplementary Investigative Efforts é |
li’ 1
PART FCUR:  “omments ' pr Preparing Cfficer 2
Filter Center by a civiiian ({43 volunteer lccated in Glen Burnie, M:u‘yland y at |
09/02327 Sept 55. The chiject Had first been seen by another ohserv: 24 at the '
same post at 09/0018Z, apparently having caused no alarm.- The UFCB was last |
sean by GOC observers at 09/031@2. “ept 55. The information containedjin this |
“eport is the result of interviews with persons having visually ohserved the .
UFCB in addition to the assistafice of various agencies and installatidns within
the Baltimore-Washington area whose records enabled the investigatar tio estab- |
lish the probable cause of the phenomenon cbserved. _% |
i |
: X el |
ITI. TINVESTICATOR: 2/Tt Charlds T.. Berrier, AC 301981 : :
;
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II. S™MARY: An unident 1t$ed flying ob,]ect was reparted to the Ba.ltmcre i
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I. SOURCE: Hurlbub ¥, Bonnie
Address: 127 Dorchester Road, Glen Burnie, Maryland
Ape: 32
Occupation: 1lst Tt, USAF, 4760th GCS, Baltimore, Maryland
Education: College

Qualiilcationss An Air Force Cfficer, alert, intelli gent
and possessing 20/20 vision. |

II. RELIABILITY: i'ndnown. SCURCE was ocontacted by telephone. 4 | |

ITI. SOURCE's DISC 7N Of SIGHTING: SCOURCE was at his residence in Glen
Purnie, Maryland, at 09/07! =1t 55 when he noticed strange lights in the sky which
seemmed to be moving in a n r+ -nnrthwesterly direction at a moderate speed and an
unknown altitude. He estimate~d object (s) at an angle of 1,0° with the horizon.,
Later, SCURCE estimated the distance between himself and the objzect to bhe anproxi-
mately 5 miles, placing th= ~himect in the neighborhood of 20,000 feet. The object
seemed neither to gain or '~ .= altitude. ,

SCURCE recall=' - 4t no form or definite body shape was visible at any
time during the sighting of ‘.2 UFCB. There seemad to be only a configuration of
blinking lights, though SCIT"% naturally assumed that the lirhts were associated with
a flying object.

The lights o*served by SCURCY and his wife, who saw essentially the same
phenomenon as her husband, ! iiiked on successively in the secuence, red to blue to
vhite, at intervals of approximately 5 secornds. The colored lights were never seen

to appear simultaneously. At times the lights appeared to shoot out the sides of the
undiscernable object.

SCURCE mentioned that there were some aircraft in the skv throughout the
neriod of the sishting and at times soun?s could he heard in reneral direction of the

clinidng lights, but in his opinion, they were coming from aircraft considerably
beyond the UIFCB.

The Baltimore Tilter Center received a call from SCIRCE at 09/02527
informing them of the phenomenon. SOURCE then returned £no his observation point
cutside his house and continued observing the UFORB, reperting arain to the Filter
Center as it altered its course slightly and a third time at 0%/03187 Sent BF to
3.ate that the object had gme out of sight.

According to STURCE, no photographs were t aken of the UF(B,
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I. SOURCE: Mr. Albert Markel

Address; 609 YNewfield Road, Glen Burnie, Maryland
Ages 112
Cccupation: Line Draftsman for Westinghouse

Education: 5ix years schooling at the Maryland Institute
{ of Electrical Drafting.

1 Qualifications: Presently working on Guided Missle Control
* - Has had 25 years experience in electrcnics.

IT. RELIABTLITY: Unknown., SCURCE was contacted by telephone.

& - ITTI. SOUNCE's DESCR(TON OF SICHTING: At 09/02307 Sept 55, just after
b having bzen posted on the U lLookout station in Glen Burnie, SCURCE noticed a
blinking, flashing phencmencn i the western sky. SCURCE stated that the lights
apparently were coming from an oblect at least 5 miles from his statiion and |
flying at an estimated alti'.ls of 5,000 feet. |

The condition - *‘.m: sky was clear and the wind was slight. SOURCE's
first thought was that th~ . ':ct might have been a balloon, but the way it seemed
to follow 2 consistent path 2and maintain a constant altitude , shortly mrecluded
g thls possiblit

At 09/0252Z S 7 reported the baffling phenomenon to the Baltimore
ilter Center, after which » returned to his watch and continued tracking the
object. It followed a we:' - r‘hwesterly course and appeared tc be losing alti-
tude, which SCURCE attribut~: %, the object's track along the curvature of the

earth.

SCURCE told the irnwastigator that the lights changed color periodi- |
cally from red to blue to wiii'2 every few seconds, giving the appearance of a
streak of light caning froua <he object.

| Aircraft were in the sky at various times throughout the sighting,
but SOURCE f2lt that nome of these sounds could be associated with the UFCB

directly. Its speed seemed to rule out the possibility of its being an aircraft. X
Cccasionally the souidd would seem to come from the general direction of tha UF(B

(roar of alrcraft). However, these aircraft seemed to bte muich farther beyond the
Ur0B. '

SOURCE called in to report that the UFOB had begun to dlsapnear at
09/03102 Sept 55. No photographs had been taken of the UFOB.

The SCURCE stated that in his opinion, the cbject was probably a
weather ballcon, Investigator concluded the interview at this point.
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SUPILEMENTARY INVESTIGATIVE TTFCRTS ¢

1. The CAA Tower at larbor ™ield, Maryland (GeoRef GJPK 2318) was called
for information on the UFCB. According to the controller on duty, Mr. M. H. Brandes,
norne of trhe ailrcraflt flying in the wvicinity of 3Baltinore during the hours of the
UFCB sighting had noticed anything wnusual in the surrounding sloy. In his opinion
had any of the pilots obsarved an unidentified airborne object it would have been
reported to the control tower, » later check with this installation to determine
whether any blimps or dirigibles had been flying in the area produced a negative
response.

2. ! check with the Air Traffic Control tower at Friendship Field (CeoRef
GJPK 2212) yielded substantially the same results, namely tkat they had received /
no confirmation of an urmsuval flying object in the vicinity of Baltimare,

3. The Baltimore fFilt. 1 “enter was found to have Leen responsible for
submission of data on the UIDR to the OL47th AC & W Sq in Manassas, Virginia, which
prepared the prelinminaey reporl, All observers of the object had called in to the
Filter Center to report their si, hting.

i« Operations, Gl:/th AC % VW Sq was ccntacted and this installation reported
that in addition te the Pvino lem alrcraft mentioned in their Preliminary Report,
see (incl. #1) an F~20 had Lalen off from Andrews AFB, Maryland (Geolief GJPJ 0818)
at 09/021,07, flovn in the jercral vicinity of Baltlﬂo re at an altitude of 10,000 ft.
practicing GG ~GCA recovo“i 5 rest and north of the city, and landed again at A
Ardrews AFB at 09/033772 Sept ©F5,

e A check with TUth T'TS, Operations at *ndrews AFB revealed the following
information concerning thet activity on the ?ight of 9 September 1955. TFirst,
that How 1, 2, and 3 (F=f7-"'5) hadl taken off frem Andrews AFD at 03/2325Z Sept 55,
rracticed int rcepts and II0 '3 before Ja:ding again at 09/00357Z. Secondly, that
Item 1, 2, and 3 (same type aircraft) had taken off at 09/0035Z, flown to the north
and'west of Baltimore while practicing IlS's and running intercepts before landing

at Andrews at CQ/O””’” cept 55. The aircraft were flying from 10,000 to 25 OOO'

't ﬂ"“_nﬂ the mamievers. Lone of the pilots from any of these aircraitv had reported

having seen anything vhich resembled a UFCB. FEach of the above mentioned fighters

have lighting systems which blink on and off at aprroximately 5 second intervals in
the sequence red to green to white, /

6. The US veather Bureau at Friendship Meld was contacted and the officer
on dAuty statel that h'is staticn no longer 1aunc el meteorological balloons but that
Ylvar Hill “enther “tation {(CeoRef C T*’.J 0453) near Wsshington did most of the
weather sounding in this area.

7. The ''eather “tation at Ft. lfeade, !arylarmd, (GeoRef GJPY 1607) was
called but no ballocons had been lavnched from this site on either the 8th or 9th
of Septenber 1968 '

,. 1 AT SRS
3. Cecntact with fir Research anl MNevelopment in Baltimore and Friandship
. - - L] - & - [ . L] M L -
"ield revealed that ARDC activity in this ares is entirely administrative, not

i-J it J

VNS ’ ;
experinental.

9. The L760th GOS in Baltimore, which controls the operation. of the Filter
Center and its civilian GCC volunteer support was responsible initially for the
sighting and the reporting of the UFOB. Its personnel on duty offered the utmost
assistance to the AISS investigator conducting the Follow-Up Investigation.,
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:f“”d the opinion of local astronomers, the investi-

L
gatoer called Johns [loplins niversity in Baltimore, which was unable to offer assis-

tance.

howvever the Observatory's astroncmers were still on summer leave.
Director of the Maryland Acadeny of

The Boltimore division of the University of Maryland was then con
Finally, the

=01ences,m was called. The

tacted,

Director stated that tec his Imculedge nothing unusual in the way of astronomical

bedies wisht meet the description oP tr:e phenaienon described,

Ileither the Direc=

tor nor his chief astronomer had any explariation of the "blinking lights", except
to suygest that they may have come frem an aircraft.

called

1lights east of her post flying toward York,

11. A later check with the Baltimore IFllter Center revealed that s Miss
Jean Laughman at the GCC Post in New Oxford, Pennsylvania (Gecllef GJTK 5653), had
the Filter Center ab 03217 to report tl at she saw an ohj ect with blinking

(CecRef GJPK 1557), She

observed

the object Lhrough binsculars but ¢ cold nct distinguish anhape other than flashing

Lights

NOTE: THIS DOCUI:
31 AND 32. A5 /4

. ohe observed tbthe o

e b))

Altitule

¢, 000
10,000
15,000
20,000
30,000
115,000

ject until 09/0320Z when it faded from sight.

hata During Observed Flight of UFOB:

ACCMO 5-1028 FM CGHWDR OL47+h AC & W SO MATWASSAS VA

Knots

20
20

30
30
L5
50

NT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 50 U 5. C.—

VAENDED. ITS TRAMNSMISSION OR THE

REVELATION OF ITS CONTELTS IN ANY MANNFR TN AN I1*

ANITUNRI7ZEDN PERSNN

.
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Incl. #1, PART THRFE
TT MSG ACCMO 5-1028 FM COMDR 647TH AC&W SQ MAMASSAS VA

NO6Y

TMA086 TTBO35NIAQL13
RR RJEDEN RJEPNY RJEDWP RJEPH( RJEPNB RJEPJR
DE RJEPNL 3E
R 0805502
FM CCMIR 6477
| H
ACXN SQDN MAMASSAS VA
TO RJEDEN/CQMIR ADC ENT AFB COLORADO SPRINGS COLO
RJEPNY/26TH AIR DIVISICON ROSLYN AFS NEW Y(RK
RJEDWP/COMDR ATR T FCHNICAL INI'FLLIGENCE CENI'FR WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB
OHIO ;
RJEPHQ/DIRFCTOR OF INTELLIGFNCGK HQ USAF WASH DC
INFO RJEPNB H(QS FADF STEWART AFB NFEWBURG NY
RJEPNB/C(MDR 4602ND AISS
RJEPJR/FLIGET 3H MCGUIRE AFB THENTON NJ
BT
JUNC LA S/ACCMO 5-1028 F!' '#'H H:PORT 08 SEPT 55
1, (A) INDEFINATE
(Bg CRAPEFRUIT HEID AT /! “m LkNQOTH
RED, BLUE, WHITE, CiiiX
(D) ONE.
(E; NEGAT IVE
LIGHTS SHOOTING OUT .# THE SIDE OF THE OBJECT AT 5 SECOND IN-

(G) NEGATIVE
(H) NONE

. PAGE TWO RJEPNL 3E
| (I) NONE
. 2, (®) SKY-SCANNING
f. (B) ELEVATIONAODEGREES AZIMUTH 290 DEG - 310 DEG
(c; UNKNOWN
(D) OVER HORIZON IN WNW DIRECTION
(E; SLOW FLYING WNW DIRECTION
4 (F) 0252Z UNTIL 03292
~ 3. (A) GROUND VISUAL
(B) BINOCUIARS
(C) NEGATIVE
4o (4) 08/0252
(B) NIGHT
5, ¥X 2310 &NB NK 5753
- 6, (A) AIBERT MERKEL
. 609 NEWFIELD RGAD
GLEN BURNIE, MD
TELEPHONE GLEN BURNIE 1420%
LINE DRAFTMAN FCR WESTINGHCUSE
(B) HURLVET BONNEY 1ST IT
4760TH GOC SQ
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3 \ FROM (Agency)

|| F1ight 3-H, 4602d AISS | W-IFB-8-55 |

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

g AT NO. - ee

| PAGE 7 OF

8

PAGES

Incl, #1 TT MSG ACCHMO 5-1028 *¥ COMIR 6J7TH AC&W SQ VAMASSAS VA (Cont.)
PAGE THREE RJEPNL ® 3E
BALTIMORE FILTER CENTER
TELEFHONE LEXINGTON 9-3700
7. (A) GOOD CIEAR NIGHT -
(B8) 5,000 - 320 DEG -20, 10,000 =290 DEG -20, 15,000-290 DEG =30,
20,000-300 DEG -30 30,000-270 DEG =45, 45,000-270 DEG -50
(c} UNLIMITED
(D) 15 MILES
(E) NEGATIVE
~ (P) NIGATIVE
8, BRUNO ITEM 1 AND 2 WERE IN THIS ARFA SHOCTING ILS'S AT BALTIMORE
AND ALSO RUNNING PRACTICE INTERCEPTS. LICHTS ON THE BRUNO AIRCRAFT
ARE (ORANGE)FIASHING), R¥D, CREEN, AND WHITE. BRUNO 1 AND 2 WERE
AIRBORNE AT 01552 AND IANDED 03072
9, NEGATIVE
1), BRUNO ITEM 1 AND 2 OVFR P\ LTTIMCRE
11, NONE
12, NONE
Br -
08/0620Z SEP RIEPNL

TRUE COPY:

CHARIES L. BERRIER
2/Lt., USAF
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| c. The foll ~:. avidence indicates that the lights observed from the
ground might not have b 53 from an Unidentified ¥lying Cbject,
(1) That none of the pilots flying in the viecinity of Baltimore |
at © 2 time of the sighting were able to offer any confirma-

- IJ -'w
-
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

Part Four

y Py g} *”'_ T W X PAGE: (i I 1 ALOF 8 | PAGES
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CCIMENTS of Preparing Officer PROBABLE

l, In the opinion o©f tilie Preparing Cfficer, the UFCB sighting was probably
caused by the blinking night lights from one or more of the Andrews AFB jets flying
in the vicinity of Baltimore between the hours of 09/0230Z and 09/0318Z Sept 55.

a. The sequence of changing lights observed from the Glen Burnie GOC
fost of red tc blue to wiiite secins to bear a strong resemblance to the night lights
of either an -0 or an I'-86 which blink from red to green to white. These aircraft
vere known to have been flying in the area reported on at the time of the sighting.

b. lone of the evidence collected seems to discredit the possibility
that the lights observed were those of fighter aircraft in the vieinity. ¢

(1) The peraticns reports from the 95th FIS at Andrews AFB,

dary tanl oztablished the presence of aircraft in the vicinity
of the UI'CD, '

(2) The - srabions Cfficer, H47th AC & W 5q confirms the presence

of o It m aircraft amd an F-80 in the skies above and to
the thy and west of Baltimore at the time of the sighting.
(3) The  rbservers did hear sounds of aircraft in the skies,

while ne observer noted &ircraft sounds coming from beyond’
tut in the same direction as the TFCB.

tion on the TFOB, |

(2) The pre:once of radar confirmation on the Andrews aircraft
and t. s lack of it with respcct to the UFCB.

CHESTWR B. HANSON i |
Officer in Char%e

COMUENTS of Aporovinz Officer: ' ?

Concur with the opinion of the Preparin; Officer t
Jaused by the blinking nignt lizhts from one or more of
in the wicinity of the sighiing.

Py
~t

Chls sighting was probably

no Jet aircraft_known to be

ha
o




